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PREFACE.

TF the defire of literary fame were the chief mo-

tive for fubmitting to public notice the following

meets, the writer is not fo far blinded by felf-love,

as not to be confeious of having failed of his object.

The fimple narrative of a journey is perhaps as little

a proper fource of reputation for elegance of com-

pofition, as a journey of the kind defcribed is in

itfelf of the pleafures of fenfe. But the prefent,

from various circumftances, comprehends fo fmall a

portion of what might be expected from the obferv-

ations of feveral years, that he has been often dif-

pofed to give it a different title.

The retrofpeft on the events of his life which are

briefly mentioned in the enfuing pages, offers him a

a mixed



yi PREFACE.

mixed fenfation. The hopes with which he under-

took the voyage, even without being very fanguine,

contrafted with the difappointment with which he

now fits down to relate its occurrences, allow him

little fatisfaction from what has been executed. He

feels, however, fome confidence of not experiencing

fevere cenfure when his defign mail be underftood.

The work is not offered as elaborate or perfect. The

account of Dar-Fur fills up a vacancy in the geo-

graphy of Africa j and of a country fo little known,

the information obtained mould not be eftimated by

its quantity, but by its authenticity. Sitting in a

chamber in Kahira or Tripoli, it is eafy to give a

plaufible account of Northern Africa, from Sennaar

and Gondar to Tombu&oo and Fez. It would not

be difficult even to fandion it by the authority of

the Jelabs. Thefe people are never at a lofs what-

ever queftion is afked them, and if they know not

the name of the place inquired for, they recoiled:

fome other place of a name a little refembling it in

(bund, and dcfcribe what they never heard of by

what they know. With regard to manners they

are as little to be relied on. Afk but a leading

queftion,
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queftion, and all the miracles of antiquity, of dog-

headed nations, and men with tails, will be de-

fcribed, with their lituation, habits, and paftimes.

But their defcriptions, when given without the

fmalleft appearance of interefted views, if verified

on the fpot, are conftantly found defective or

erroneous.

The writer is aware, that when the length of the

time he paffed in Dar-Fur is considered, the fliort

account here given will appear, to perfons accuf.

tomed to the bufy fcenes of Europe, but very im-

perfectly to fill up the void. Confiding, however,

that thofe of more reflection and experience in tra-

velling, will be better pleafed with a fhort and clear

narrative of what really happened, than by frivolous

anecdotes or remarks, inferted merely to fwell the

fize of the volume, he has contented himfelf with

extracting from his journal the principal occurrences

during his refidence there, and giving them the con-

nection required ; at the fame time omitting nothing

that could any way contribute to throw light on

a 2 the
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the ftate of the country, or character of the inha-

bitants.

A more creative imagination would have drawn

more animated pictures j a mind more difpofed to

obfervation would have collected more fact,s and in-

cidents; and a more vigorous intellect, would have

converted thofe facts and incidents into materials of

more intercfting and more Unking inveftigation.

The defcriptions would have been more impreffive,

and the deductions more profound.

The prcfent work has the merit of being com-

pofed from obfervations made in the places and on

the fubjects defcribed. But the praife of fidelity,

the only one to which the writer lays claim, cannot

be received till another mall have traced his foot-

fteps.

With refpect to Egypt a greater number of per-

fons may be found who are qualified to decide, and

there is not the fame reafon for fufpenfion of judg-

ment.

Without
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Without pretending to any extraordinary iburces

of information, the writer hopes, that what is here

faid will afford fome little fatisfa&ion to thofe who

wifli for the lateft information concerning that coun-

try. He arrogates not to himfelf the praife of aug-

menting greatly the fum of knowlege already to be

found in books; but very widely difperfed, and

within the reach of comparatively few perfons.

Innumerable books have been written on Egypt,

but none of them, in our language, can pretend

to a popular plan. Thofe of Pococke and Norden

are moft known to ourfelvcs—valuable works for all

that concerns the antiquities, and they are by no

means fuperfeded. The form and price, however,

at this time keep them out of the hands of the

greater number.

Niebuhr s writings require not an additional tes-

timony of their value j but the profeffed objed of

his voyage was Arabia j and the account of Egypt

is only incidental.

Voiney
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Volney and Savary are in the public hands, and

no attempt fhall be made to influence its judgment

of their works. The talents of the former are well

known ; but he faw the Eaft with no favourable

eye ; and his manner in fpeaking of Egypt will be

found materially different from that here adopted.

Of Syria the Author could expect to fay little that

is new, after the numberlefs defcriptions which have

already been publifhed, and he has accordingly ufed

great rapidity in his narrative.

In Kahira, the fources of information arc few and

fcanty. A traveller may remain there many months,

without finding his ideas of the country, or its in-

habitants, much more clear or precife.

The Europeans, there immured as prifoners, may

be reafonably excufed for haftening their commer-

cial advantages, and, whenever unengaged by that

object, for amufing themfelves in trying to forget

the place in which their ill fortune has obliged them

to refide. Thofe who are found there, with every

difpofition
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difpofition to accommodate Grangers, and receiving

them always with complacency and kindnefs, are

yet, with few exceptions, not of the order of men

moil able to generalize their ideas, and avail them-

felves to the utmoft of the information which acci-

dent throws in their way.

The Greeks, whofe inquifitive turn, and more

intimate connection with the people at large and

with the government, make them more familiar

with characters and occurrences, rarely reprefent

things as they really are, but as they feel them, or

would have them to be. Where their report is not

entirely imaginary, their portraits are like thofc of

Lety, all adorned with nicely-combed locks and a

fringed neckcloth. They mark no character, but as

it appears to their prejudices; give no hiftory that is

not interlarded with their own fables ; and defcribe

no place but in the vague and fuperficial manner that

fatisfles their own ignorance.

The Copts who, it might be fuppofed, would be

accurately informed of all that relates to the govern-

ment
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ment and hiftory of the country, have no fentiment

of antient glory, and are wholly immerfed in gain

or pleafure.

Settled in the compofiire of ignorance, they can-

not conceive the motive of minute inquiries; and

timid and rcferved, they fear to difcover even what

they know.

The more liberal among the Mohammedan eccle-

{iafiics, may be fafely confulted for what concerns

literature and the laws, and fome few of them are

communicative ; but in general they defpife ftran-

gers, and do not readily anfwer queftions not of the

moft ordinary occurrence. On the whole, the moft

intelligent and communicative among the people of

Kahira are the Mohammedan merchants, of a cer-

tain rank, who have vifited various parts of the em-

pire, and who have learned to think that all wifdom

is not confined to one country or one race of men;

and who having been led to mix, firft by necefliry

and then by choice, with various nations, preferve

their attachment to their own perfuaiion, without

thinking
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thinking all the reft of mankind dogs and ac-

curfed.

The general defign of the Writer, as will be feen

in the fequel, was of fuch a nature, that, without

being extremely (anguine, he might have hoped to

execute a confiderable part of it. His profpe&s

the firft year were darkened by an unexpected dif-

appointment on his arrival at Afluan ; concerning

which he may fay, without any difpolition to com-

plaint, that he felt it feverely. Another winter

furnifhed him with a little more information and

more experience : but ftill, as he afterwards un-

fortunately difcovered, by no means all that was

neceflary to his purpofe.

He might have appeared in Dar-Fur as a Mo-

hammedan, if he had known that the character was

neceflary to his perfonal fecurity, or to his unre-

ftrained paflage; but, from the accounts he received

in Kahira, among the people of Soudan no violent

animofity was exhibited againft Chriftians. The

character of the converts to Mohammedifm, among

b the
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the black, nations, was, according to the general

voice of the Egyptians who travelled among them,

mild and tolerant. A difpofition fo generally ac-

knowleged, that the more zealous among the latter

are little fcrupulous in honouring them with the

appellation of Caffre. His furprife therefore was

not inconfiderable at finding, on his arrival, that an

unbeliever in the infallibility of the Koran was more

openly perfecuted, and more frequently infulted,

than in Kahira itfelf.

The information received, previoufly to his de-

parture in 1793, taught the writer to expecl, from

having chofen the route of what is called the Sou-

dan Caravan, the choice of a free paffage to Sennaar,

which would, without much doubt, have fecured

him an entrance into Habbejb, under the conduct

of the Fungni, who trade there : for the Furian

monarch, had his favour not been withdrawn in

confequence of falfe infinuations, would readily have

accorded a fafe-condu£t through Kordofin, which

was all that circumftances required. The being

removed a few weeks journey too far to the Weft-

ward, was no objection, when he reflected on the

confufion
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confufion then reigning at Sennaar, and that in pro-

portion as the road he took was indirect, the lefs

fufpicion would be entertained of him as a Frank,

the greater experience he muft acquire among the

people of the interior, and the more eafily he might

be fuffered to pafs as a mere trader.

He had been taught, that the expeditions in queft

of flaves, undertaken by the people of Fur and its

neighbourhood, extended often forty or more days

to the Southward. This, at the loweft computation,

gave a diftance of five degrees on a meridian, and

the fingle hope of penetrating fo much farther

Southward than any preceding traveller, was worth

an effort to realize. He owns, he did not then

forefee all the inconveniences of being expoled, on

the one hand, to the band of plunderers whom he

was to accompany, and on the other, to the juft

refentment of the wretched victims whom they were

to enthral. Perhaps thofe very evils were magnified

greatly beyond their real value by the Furians to

whom he applied, and who were predetermined not

to allow him to pafs.

b 2 Another
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Another inducement to this route was, that part

of it was reprefented to lie along the banks of the

Babr-el-abiad, which he had always conceived to

be the true Nile, and which apparently no Eu-

ropean had ever feen. To have traced it to its

fource was rather to be wifhed than expected ; but

he promifed himfelf to reach a part of it near

enough to that fource, to enable him to determine

in what latitude and direction it was likely to exift.

It is unneceflary to obferve, that, had either of thefe

objects been realized, much interefting matter muft

have occurred in the courfe of the route. He could

not in the fequel difcover that the armed expedi-

tions of the Furians extend to any high reaches of

the Bahr-cl-abiad.

Another object, perhaps in the eyes of fome the

moft important of the three, was to pafs to one or

more of the extended and populous empires to the

Weftward. Africa, to the North of the Niger, as

is certified from the late difcoveries, is almoft uni-

vcrfally Mohammedan ; and to have been well re-

ceived among one of the nations of that defcription,

would
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would have been a ftrong preemption in favour of

future efforts. He expeded in that road to have

fecn part of the Niger, and even though he had

been ftrictly reftrained to the direct road from Dar-

Fur through Bernou and thence to Fezzan and

Tripoli, an opportunity muft have offered of verify-

ing feveral important geographical portions, and

obferving many facts worthy remembrance relative

to commerce and general manners ; or, if thofe

defigns had entirely failed, at leaft of marking

a rough outline of the route, and facilitating the

progrefs of fome future traveller.

So fixed was his intention of executing fome one

of thefc plans, that near three years of fuffering

were unable to abate his refolution ; and the pain

he endured at being ultimately compelled to relin-

quifh them, had induced him to neglect, the only

opportunity that was likely to offer of perfonal

deliverance, till the destitution of the means of liv-

ing roufed him from his lethargy j and the ridicule

of his Mohammedan friends, who, fatalifts as they

are, yield to circumftances, inftru&ed him that to

defpair
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defpair was weaknefs and not fortitude ; and that

the frail offspring of hope, nurfed by credulity,

and not by prudence, marks the morbid tempera-

ment of the mind that conceived it.

The following papers would perhaps have been

fomething lefs imperfect, if what was originally

committed to writing had been altogether within

the reach of the writer, when he began to prepare

them for publication. Two accidents, however,

both equally unforefeen, rendered abortive his hope

of compenfating in fbme meafure for the general

failure in his defign, by greater exaclnefs and detail

as to the particulars of what he had actually feen.

The lofles he had fuftained in Soudan, were not

very important, comprising only fome fpecimens of

minerals, vegetables, and other cumbrous materials,

which he defigned to have brought with him. On
his arrival in Kahira, he thought it would be an

impediment, in his journey through Syria, to tranf-

port all he poffefTed thither, and therefore caufed the

greater part of his baggage to be fent to Alexan-

dria;
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dria; among which were copies of fuch papers as

he thought leaft unfit for the ufe of a third perfon.

In the number he regrets a regifter of the caravans

which had arrived in Kahira from Fur fince the

year of Hejira 1 1 50, containing an account of

their numbers, and many other curious particulars;

copied from a book belonging to the fhech of the

flave-market in Kahira.

A kind of general itinerary, in the hand-writing

of a Jelab of his acquaintance, containing the roads

of E aftern Africa.

A vocabulary of the Furian language, compiled

by himfelf.

Some remarks on natural hiftory.

Lift of names of places both in Egypt and Fur,

written by an Arab.

The detail of particulars relating to the time and

manner of his obfervations in Aftronomy, with other

remarks tending to illuftrate the geography of his

route.

To return to a few confederations on the prefent

intercourfe between Egypt and Abyflinia.

Towards
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Towards the clofe of the year 1796, I was told

by the Coptic patriarch, that for the preceding nine

years or more, no communication had taken place

between Egypt and Abyflinia. Two men pretend-

ing to be priefts of that country, came in 1793 to

Kahira, but it was afterwards difcovered that they

were either not Abyffins, or fugitives, and with-

out authority or commiflion. The interception of

their intercourfe by land might be caufed by the

unfettled ftatc of Sennaar and Nubia. Slaves from

Abyflinia are ufually brought by the Red Sea from

Mdfuab to Jidda, and many of them are fold in

Mecca, though but few reach Kahira by way of

Cofsir and Suez. Gold fometimes comes to market

by the fame route, and the Abyflins are thence

fupplied with fuch foreign commodities as they ftand

in need of.

To the flaves of Habbefh no very marked pre-

ference is (hewn in Egypt. They are more beautiful

than thofe of Soudan; but the price of the two kinds,

cateris paribus, is nearly the fame.

A prieft
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A pricft of the Propaganda, a native of Egypt,

and confequently poflefling every advantage of lan-

guage and local knowlege, during my abfence to

the Southward, had endeavoured to penetrate into

Abyllinia. Having reached Sennaar, he was dif-

fuaded by the people of that city from attempting

to proceed. Unmindful of their reprefentations he

profecuted his journey, but was aflaflinated between

Sennaar and Teawa.

The Propagandas had a fingle mifiionary, a na-

tive of HMefi, at Gondar, and ftyled Bi/bop of

Adel, but concealing himfelf under the exterior

of a phyfician. In 1796, the order at Kahira

told me that they had received no authentic intel-

ligence concerning him during feveral years pre-

ceding.

At Suez, March 1793, I met an Armenian mer-

chant, who had formerly traded to Abyllinia, and

feemed a man of intelligence. He told me that he

was at Gondar while Bruce was there, and that

Yakub was univerfally talked of with praife. Thfe

c mer-
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merchant narrated of his own accord the ftory of

mooting a wax -candle through feven fhields ; but

when I afked him if Bruce had been at the Abyf-

finian fource of the Nile, he affirmed that he never

was there. He obferved that Bruce had been ap-

pointed governor of Rds-eI-FtI
y
a province in which

Arabic is fpoken. My informer added, that the

Abyflins were a grofs ignorant people, and often

ate raw fleih.

In Dar-Fur a Bergoo merchant, named Hadji

Hamad, who had long refided in Sennaar, and was

in Bruce's party from Gondar to Sennaar, faid that

Yakub had been highly favoured in the Abyflinian

court, and lived fplendidly. He was often obferv-

ing the ftars, &c. Both my informers agreed that

he had been governor of Ras-el-Fil ; and both, that

he had never vifited the Abyflinian fource of the

Nile, efteemed the real one in that ignorant

country.

An Engli&man. under the name of Robarts came

%q Alexandria in 1788, and after a rtiort ftay pror

ccedcd

Di
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ceeded to Kahira. His intention was, it is faid, to

have penetrated into Abyflinia by way of Mafluah.

While at Kahira he applied repeatedly to the Coptic

Patriarch for a letter from him to the head of the

Abyflin church ; with which the latter, under

various pretences, conftantly refufed to furnifh him.

He continued at Kahira feveral months, and after-

wards found his way to Moccha. Repeated attempts

were made by him to execute his proje&ed voyage

to the oppofite territory, but all without fuccefs.

The perfons from whom I received this information,

and who, as would fcem, derived it from his own

authority, aflured me that he had encountered al-

moft infurmountable obftacles, and been obliged to

fubmit even to perfonal indignities. They allowed

too that this gentleman was far from being unqua-

lified for the entcrprize, in judgment, experience,

or phyfical force. The fame perfons acquainted me
that he had afterwards advanced to the Mogul pe-

ninfula, and had accompanied the Britifh troops,

during two campaigns, againft the ufurpcr of My-

fore, in various parts of the peninfula. He even

returned to Alexandria after the treaty of Seringa-

c 2 patam,
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patam; and at that place, being attacked by an

acute difeafe, breathed his laft in the Francifcan

convent there eftablifhed. More authentic and in-

terefting materials refpe&ing this traveller, may

pollibly have reached this country. Yet I thought

it not improper to mention thefe few particulars,

which may tend to illuftrate the nature of a voyage

to Abyflinia.

The errors in African geography are numerous,

and proceed from various caufes. Among thofe

caufes, however, are particularly to be enumerated,

That the fame province has often one name

in the language of that province, and another in

Arabic. Of the places called indifcriminately Ferttt

by the Arabs, each little diftricl: has an appropriate

name.

Again, the name of a fmall province is occa-

sionally taken for a large one, and vice verfd.

Bahr is applied to a great lake, as well as to a river.

Dar is a kingdom, and is fometimes applied to a

village, and often to a diftrict.

Ftir
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* Fur teems to be an Arabic name, fignifying in

that tongue a Deer ; and, it may be conjectured,

has been applied to that people in the fame fenie as

Towjhdn, a hare, is by the Turks to the natives of

the Greek iflands—from the rapidity of their flight

before the Mohammedan conquerors.

Nothing can well be more vague than the ufe of

the word Soudan or Sudan, Among the Egyptians

and Arabs Ber-es-Soudan is the place where the

caravans arrive, when they reach the firft habitable

part of Dar-Fur : but that country ieems its

eaftern extremity j for I never heard it applied to

Kordofan or Sennaar. It is ufed equally in Dar-

Fur to exprefs the country to the Weft; but on the

whole feems ordinarily applied to fignify that part

of the land of the blacks neareft Egypt.

An innovation as to the orthography of fome

proper names, it is fuppofed, will not appear affected

or improper, when the reafon is explained ; as Ka-

bira, Ddmiatt, Rajhid, for Cairo, Damietta, Ro-

fetto. It is of fome ufe in appellatives to approxi-

mate to the pronunciation of the natives, and there

can
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can be as little reafon for receiving Arabic names

through the medium of the Italian, as for adopting

the French way ot writing Greek ones, as Denys for

DionyjiuS) and Tite-Live for Titus Livius. Kahira and

Rafhid have eaeli ol them their proper meaning in

Arabic—In Italian they have no meaning. The

only rule obferved has been, to bring back proper

names to the original pronunciation, as far as might

be done without obfeurity.

Where a circumflex has been put over a vowel it

is to denote its length, or fomething exotic in the

enunciation. An approach to fyflcmatic regularity

would have been attempted in expreiling Arabic

words by Roman letters, but the author freely owns

that no rule, at once general in its ufe and firnple

and eafy enough to be remembered, has yet occurred

to him. He has therefore added the original word,

wherever it could in any degree tend to illuflration

or precifion.

The word Turk is never applied to fignify a pro-

feflor ot Mohammcdifm, an indefinite mode of

designation, that occafions perpetual confufion in

fpeaking
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fpeaking of the affairs of the Eaft. The defign

was, to confine that term to the natives of Europe

and Ada Minor. Arab is applied equally to. the

inhabitants of Syria, Egypt, and the coaft of Bar-

bary, as wcil as to thofe of Arabia Proper, whether

villagers or wanderers. The wandering tribes are

however more frequently marked by the terms Be-

douin and Muggrebin.

The orthography of the wor.d Galif conveys no

idea of the ftrong guttural letter with which it com-

mences ; it is therefore here written Cbalif, or more

properly CbalijL He is no. Granger to the Turkifh

word Bek or Beg ; but as thofe whofe enunciation

of that language is efteemed moft correct, but

faintly articulate the confonant which terminates it,

he has retained the common orthography Bey. In

general, the original language is efteemed the cri-

terion of fpelling; and if the fame word be occa-

fionally fpelled in two different ways, it is only

becaufc they are both equally near to that original.

Weights



Weights and Meafures.

One oke of Kahira = four hundred drams,

One rota/ one hundred forty-four drams.

One ratal filk of Syria == two hundred twenty-nine and

a half drams.

The Cantar is rotals = 102— 105— 110— 120— 130,

variable according to the commodity.

yewels
y

Gold, and Silver.

One kerat — 4 grains.

One dram or dirhem =16 kerats.

One mitkal = 24 kerats.

One wekie= 8i drams.

Mea/ure of Cloth, &c.

Pike of Conftantinoplc, called Draa Stambuli, Arab.;

Turk. Hindaziy is ufed for felling cloth and filk. It

amounts to twenty-feven inches.

Pike of Kahira, ufed for other articles = eighteen inches.
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TRAVELS
I N

AFRICA,
EGYPT, AND SYRIA.

CHAP. L

ALEXANDRIA.

Antient Walls and Ruins—The two Ports—Refcrvoirs—Vegeta-

tion— Antiquities— Population— Government— Commerce—
Manufactures—Anecdote of recent Hijlory.

The tranfit from the coafts of Britain to thofe of Egypt

was marked by nothing that can intereft or amufe, unlefs it be

the contraft between the phenomena of winter on the former,

with thofe which ftrike the view on approaching the latter. A
fea voyage is always tedious, except to the merchant and the

mariner ; and therefore, though our's was attended with every

favourable circumftance, and occupied no more than twenty-fix

days, there is fcarcely any thing relative to it that can afford

entertainment in the recital. I arrived in Egypt on the 10th

of January 1792.
B Alexandria
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Alexandria now exhibits very few marks, by which it could

be recognized as one of the principal monuments of the magni-

ficence of the conqueror of Afia, the emporium of the eaft, and

the chofen theatre of the far-fought luxuries of the Roman
Triumvir, and the Egyptian queen. Its decay doubtlcfs has

been gradual ; but fifteen centuries, during which it ha3 been

progreflive, have evinced its antient opulence by the flowncfs

of its fall.

The prefent walls are of Saracenic ftru&urc, and therefore

can determine nothing with refpect to the antient dimenfions of

the city *. They are lofty, being in fome places more than

forty feet in height, and apparently no where fo little as twenty.

But, though fubftantial and flanked with towers, they could

offer no rcfiftance, unlefs it were againft the Mamluk cavalry,

which alone the inhabitants fear, and accordingly keep them in

fome repair. They alfo furnifh a fufficient fecurity againft the

Bedouins, who live part of the year on the banks of the canal,

and often plunder the cattle in the neighbourhood. The few

flocks and herds, which arc deftined to fupply the wants of the

city, arc paftured on the herbage, of which the vicinity of the

canal favours the growth, and generally brought in at night,

when the two gates are ihut ; as they alfo are whenever it is

known that hoftile tribes are encamped near them.

* Volncy has confidered the walls of Alexandria as of antient ftru&ure. But

D'Anrille had before rejected that idea, and the fragments of columns, &c.

worked into the mafonry, (hew that he is right.

Thefe

Digitized by Google



EGYPT, AND SYRIA. 3

Thefe Saracenic walls prefent nothing curious, except fome

ruinous towers : and the only remain of the antient city worth

notice is a colonnade, near the gate leading to Ralhid, of which,

however, only a few columns remain ; and what is called the

amphitheatre on the fouth eaft, a riling ground, whence is a

fine view of the city and port. Of the lingular fuburb ftyled

Necropolis, or " The City of the Dead," no remain exifts.

It cannot be fuppofed that the antient city mould have occu-

pied only the fmall fpace contained within the prefent inclofure.

The priftine wall was certainly far more cxtenfive than the

prefent : yet even of this only an inconfiderable portion between

the two ports is now filled with habitations.—What remains is

laid out in gardens, which fupply fuch fruits and vegetables as

are fuited to the climate and foil, and the natives are mod ac-

cuftomed to ufc for food ; or left wafte, and ferving as a recep-

tacle for offal and rubbilh
;

being in part rendered unfit for

culture by the ruins which cover the furface to a confiderable

depth. For, though it be not now poffible to determine the

antient boundaries of the city, or to affign with precifion the

fitc of its more remarkable edifices, thefe veftiges of former

magnificence yet remain. Heaps of rubbifli are on all fides

vifible, whence every mower of rain, not to mention the induftry

of the natives in digging, difcovcrs pieces of precious marble,

and fometimcs antient coins, and fragments of fculpture.

The harbour on the eaft, ftyled, I know not why, the new

port, which in all appearance could never have been a very

good one, from the rocky nature of the bottom, has the farther

b 2 difadvantagc
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difadvantage of partaking in the agitation of the fea when cer-

tain winds prevail. The European veffels which frequent it

are, however, enabled, with fome precautions, to lie at anchor

fecurely, to the number of about twenty. They are confined

to this fmall fpace, which bears no proportion to the whole

extent of the harbour, by the (hallownefs of the water, which

feems in fome degree the effect, of great quantities of ballaft,

that from time to time have been difcharged within its limits.

The Government pays no regard to this practice, which yet in

the end mud render the port ufelefs. It is currently reported

in the place, and many marks yet exift to give credibility to

that report, as well as the defign of Norden, which fo reprefentg

it, that the water, within the memory of perfons now living,

reached the gate of the old cuftom-houfe ; which I now find re-

moved many fathoms from the water's edge. So that it would

fcem the fea is retiring, and that nature, rather than any weaker

agent, has effeded the change. The old port, allotted to the

Mohammedans, is fpacious, though fomewhat of lefs extent

than the other. There is throughout a depth of five or fix

fathom ; and in many places more : the anchorage is generally

fecure.

The city extends along a part of the ifthmus and the penin-

fula ; at the eaftern extremity of which is fituated a fort, where

it would feem may formerly have flood the Pharos. This fort

is now ruinous, and is joined with the continent by a mole

built of ftone, and in which are wrought arches, to weaken the

effect: of the water. It has been il inhered by a wall on the weft

fide, now alfo ruinous. The homes, which are chiefly mafonry,

are
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are commonly of more than one ftory, and well adapted to the

mode of living among the inhabitants. Though rain occa-

fionally fall in the autumn, a flat roof is found to anfwer every

purpofe of fecurity from the weather, and accordingly it is the

general form of the dweHing-houfes.

Of the deep and capacious refervoirs, which preferved the

water of the Nile during the annual fubfidence of that river,

and of which there was probably a feries, continued from one

to the other extremity of the city, not more than feven remain

fit for ufc. From thefe the citizens are at this time fupplied j

and, as they are fome way removed from the inhabited quarter,

a few of the poorer clafs obtain a fubfiftence by drawing the

water, and carrying it on camels from houfe to houfe ; and for

each camel's load they receive four or five paras, about two-

pence. The roofs of thefe citterns or refervoirs arc fupported

by many timber. They have probably been thus conftructed

at the beginning, as it is difficult to fuppofe that the modern

Alexandrians fhould entirely have changed fo eflential a part,

and have chofen to fubftitute wood for (tone, in a place where

the former is extremely fcarce, and the other very abundant.

The elevation of the city above the level of the fea is fmall

;

and it feems very difficult to render it capable of offering any

formidable refiftance to an external enemy.

The foil, wherever a vegetable mould is difcoverable, is light,

and favourable to any kind of culture ; but it has apparently

been brought there for the purpofe, as the natural foil feems

wholly



6 TRAVELS IN AFRICA,

wholly unfit for cultivation, being throughout either fand or

ftone. The orange and lemon are found in the gardens here,

but not in great quantities. The dates are good, though not

of the mod efteemed kind. Yet they are found the molt pro-

fitable article that the owner of the ground can cultivate. And
accordingly thcfc trees, with which the gardens are filled, not only

relieve the eye from the dry whitenefs of buildings, and the fandy

foil ; but well repay the owners for the trouble required to manage

them, and for the fpace they occupy to the exclufion of almoft

every thing elfe. The greater number of cfculent herbs, or

roots, that are common among us, may be raifed here, without

any other difficulty than that of watering. The fruit trees that

I have remarked as peculiar to the place, are the nebbek (Pali-

urus Atbenai) and the kifhne (CaJJia Ke/btaJ the latter of which

is alfo found in the Weft Indies. The former bears a fmall

fruit like the cherry in fize, and having a ftone of the fame

kind ; but very different in colour and flavour, which more re-

femble thofe of the apple.

The chief monuments of antiquity remaining in any degree

perfect, are the column, ufually but improperly termed of

Pompcy *, and the obelifk. On the former, not even fo much

of the infeription as Pococke copied is now to be diftinguilhcd.

There is alfo a faredphagus or cheft of ferpentine marble in the

great mofque, which is ufed for a ciftern. It is of the fame kind

with that fo minutely defcribed by Nicbuhr, at Kallaat el Kabfh

in Kahira, and feems to be almoft as rich in hieroglyphics. It

• Now fuppofed to have been created in honour of Sererus.

has
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has the additional advantage of being entire, and little if at all

injured by time. It is faid, that one of thofe who farmed the

cuftoms fomc years fince, on retiring from Egypt, had nego-

ciated for the removal of this precious monument of antiquity,

on board of an European velTel, with the intention of carrying

it as a prefent to the Emperor of Germany. On the night

when it was to be embarked, however, the fecret being difclofed,

the citizens clamoroufly infilled that the property of the mofque

was inviolable. The projected removal was accordingly relin-

quished, and the cheft has ever fince been watched with un-

common vigilance, fo that it is now difficult for an European

even to obtain a fight of it ; which mud be my excufe for not

having been more minute in my defcription of a monument

that feems not to have been particularly obferved by former

travellers.

The population confills of Mohammedans of various nations

;

Greeks in confiderable number, who have a church and con-

vent, containing only three or four religious, but agreeably

fituated on the higheft ground among the gardens ; Armenians,

who have alfo a church ; and a few Jews, who have their fyna-

gogue. The whole, perhaps, may not amount to lefs than

twenty thoufand fouls *
;
which, however, the length of my re-

fidencc there did not enable me to decide. The Francifcans of

Terra Santa have a church and monaftcry, in which refide three

or four of their order. The habitations of the European con-

• There happened a plague in 1796, which it is faid carried off one half of

the inhabitants. This eftimate is poflibly exaggerated ; but no doubt it thinned

them much ; fo that at prefent they cannot be near fo numerous.

flllft
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fuls and merchants are all near together, eaft of the city and

clofe to the fea. They aflbciate with each other, drefj and live

as in Europe, and, unlefs by their mutual animofities, are per-

fectly undifturbed. It is true, indeed, that the natives bear no

very good character for their behaviour to ftrangers, but, I be-

lieve, when incivility has been experienced, it has generally

firft been provoked : and the natives arc, perhaps, at lead as

often the dupes of the Frank merchants, as the latter are of the

native brokers and factors, whom their commercial concerns

oblige them to employ. The command of the fort, and of the

few troops which are in the city, is vefted in a Sardar, who is

fometimes a Cafhef, fometimes an inferior officer of the Beys.

The internal government is in the hands of the citizens. The

chief magiftrate is the Cadi, an Arab, who receives his appoint-

ment from Conftantinople ; the others are, the Shechs of the

four fedts, and the Imams of the two principal mofques.

Here it may be obferved, once for all, that the municipal

magiftrates in the eaft are always of the facerdotal order.

The revenues of Alexandria, under the Ptolemies, are ftated

at 12,500 talents, which at 193 1. ics. the talent, is little lefs

than two millions and an half fterling. At this time it is

thought that they do not exceed four thoufand five hundred

purfes, or 225,000!.

The commerce of Alexandria is more confiderable than that

of Damiatt. All exports to Europe, or imports from thence,

are made at the former. The whole of the timber for houfe or

fliip building is brought from Candia, or the Archipelago. The

copper,
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copper, manufactured or rough, of which the confumption is

large, from Conftantinople. Coffee and rice, raw leather, &c.

are exported to that and other places. The tranfit of all thefe

keeps the inhabitants in that ftate of a&ivity to which they are

eminently difpofed ; and if various caufes operate unavoidably

to fetter and ftagnatc commerce, it cannot be faid that they are

in fault. The navigation from Alexandria to Rafhid is con-

ducted in fmall veflels of from fifteen to fifty tons burthen,

which depofit their goods at Rafhid, whence they are embarked

in boats of another form, and conveyed to Kahira.

Among the articles of native produce, confiderable quantities

of which are taken by the Frank merchants in return for the

goods of their refpeaive countries, are fafrranon, Cartbamus

linfforius, which is cultivated in Egypt; and fenna, which

chiefly comes by way of Suez : but fome portion of which is

alfo produced in Nubia, and near the firft Cataract.

The confumption of broad cloth in Egypt ufed to be about

eight hundred bales ; but it was greatly decreafed when I left

the country, owing to the war in Europe, which prevented a

proper fupply. The confequent high price conftrained many

to have recourie to the native manufaaurcs. Red coral is im-

ported from Leghorn, glafs beads, &c. from Venice.

The Alexandrians are remarkable for the facility with which

they acquire different languages. But their own Arabic is im-

pure, being mingled with Turkifh and other dialcas.

c Among
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Among the characteriftic features of the people of this city,

it is dcferving of notice that they preferve the ancient character

of perfeverance and acutencfs, efpecially afcribed to them by the

hiftorian of the Alexandrian war*. For example, fuppofe they

wilh to divide an antique column of three or four feet diameter,

into two parts, for the purpole of fecuring the foundations of

the houfes near the fhore from the encroachments of the fea,

they make a line not more than half an inch deep, for the fpace

of one twelfth of the circumference, then inferring two pieces

of tempered fteel, not larger than a dollar, at the extremities of

the line, they drive a wedge in the midft. At the fame time,

fmall pieces of fteel, like the former, are fixed at equal diftances

round the column, to the number of five or fix, by means of

fmall hammers, which ftrike quick, but with no violence.

Thus the piece is cut off regular, and in a very (hort fpace of

time.

Glafs for lamps and phials is made at Alexandria, both green

and white. They ufe natron in the manufacture inftead of

barilla : and the low beaches of the Egyptian coaft afford plenty

of excellent fand.

A difpute has lately arifen between the Alexandrians and the

government, which originated in the conduct of the Syrian

Chriftian, who has the management of the cuftoms here. The

people of Alexandria, it is to be remarked, are not among the

moft obedient and tractable fubjects of the Mamlfik govern-
*

• H'utius, Bell. Alex, prope bit.

ment

;

*
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mcnt; and their fituation, together with other circumftanccs,

has favoured them in their oppofition to public orders. The

prefent Beys, efpecially, they affect to corifider as rebels againft

the authority of the Porte. Thus mutually jealous, each party

is conftantly on the watch to profit by any overfight of the

other: the Beys, in order to put the Alexandrians in the

fame unqualified fubjection, with refpect to them, as the reft

of the Egyptians are ; and the Alexandrians to perpetuate that

qualified dependence, or imperfect autocracy, in which, by

fubterfuge and fertility of expedient, they have hitherto main-

tained themfelves.

Affairs were in this ftate when an order came from Murad

Bey, who had the jurifdidion of this diftrict, to (hut up the

public warehoufcs, or otals, where commerce is chiefly carried

on. A Caftief was fent to fee it executed, but unaccompanied

by any military force: he had alfo orders to arreft, and bring

with him to Kahira, the perfon of Shech Mohammed el Mif-

firi, one of the chief Mullas who had always been active in

promoting oppofition to the meafures of the Beys ; and who is

remarkable, as I am informed, for eloquence both perfuafive

and deliberative. The greater part of the inhabitants aflembled

in the principal mofque, and came to the refolution of obliging

the Caflvef to quit the city. They alfo determined on fending

away the fuperintendant of the diftoms, who by frauds of every

kind had rendered himfelf hateful to them, and againft whom
unavailing complaints had already repeatedly been made to the

Bey. Some of the body were deputed to inform both parties,

that they muft leave the city before night, under pain of death.

c 2 But
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But the impatience of the people was too great to wait for

night, and they were compelled to depart inftantly, the Cafhef

by land, and the Chriftian by fea.

Orders were given to repair the walls, plant cannon, and put

every thing in a ftate of defence. Shcch Mohammed advifed

the citizens to divide themfelves into diftri&s ; which being

complied with, it was refolved that every man ihould provide

himfelf with arms, who {hould be able to purchafe them ; and

that thofe who could not mould be armed at the public expencc.

At the end of about a month, notice was brought that two

Cafhcfs were on their way, with a body of troops, to punifh the

inhabitants for their contumacious behaviour. When their ar-

rival at Rafhid was known, the Alexandrians fent them word,

that if they came without hoftile intentions, they would be

peaceably received: but if it were their defign to have recourfe to

violent meafures, the whole force of the city would be oppoled

to their entrance. One of thefe Cafhefs afterwards proved to be

the fame who had before been fent back. The other was a man
of the firft rank, having formerly filled the office of Yenktchcry

Aga. They were in fad unattended, except by the domeftics

of this latter, perhaps in all two hundred men, chiefly on foot.

The Cafhef declared he had no view but to certify that the

minds of the citizens were not alienated from the government,

nor their intentions hoftile to it; which from the news, that they

were putting themfelves in a ftate of defence, Murad Bey had

been led to imagine. Yet he recommended it to them, in proof

of their pacific difpofition, to depute three or four of the chief

citizens to Kahira, who might have an opportunity of inform-

ing
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ing the Beys concerning fuch grievances as they mould have

found reafon to reprefent, and might pave the way to a future

good underftanding.

•

This was not complied with, and the Caftief remained with-

out propofing any alternative. After fourteen or fifteen days

he left Alexandria, with a prefent of very fmall value from the

citizens, and fome trifles given him, in refpeft to the chara&cr

he bore, by the European merchants. So ended this great

turmoil, which I have mentioned perhaps at too great length ;

but which throws fome light on the fnuation and character of the

late government.
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CHAP. IL

JOURNEY TO SIWA.

Attempt to penetrate to the Temple ofJupiter Amnion—-Route and

Provifions—Animals of the Defert—Occurrences on the Road—
Defcription of Siwa—Antient Edifice—Intercourfe with other

Countries—Produce and Manners—Attempt to penetratefarther

into the Defert—Return.

The information I had obtained in Alexandria having in-

duced me to refolve on attempting to explore the veftiges of

the Temple of Jupiter Ammon from that place, I procured a

proper perfon as interpreter, and made the neceflary arrange-

ments with fome Arabs, who are employed in tranfporting

through the defert, dates and other articles, between Siwa (a

fmall town to the weftward) and Alexandria, to convey my
baggage and provifions, and to procure for me a fecure paflage

among the other tribes of Arabs, who feed their flocks at this

feafon in the vicinity of the coaft. In this I was much aflifted

by Mr. Baldwin, who readily entered into my views, and ufed

all the means in his power to promote their fuccefs.

When the Arabs had finiflied the bufinefs on which they

came to the city, and had fixed on an hour, as they thought,

aufpicious to travellers, they made ready for departure; and on

Friday,
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Friday, 24th February 1792, we left Alexandria. The inclina-

tions of my conductors were in unifon with mine, in the choice

of a route ; for they preferred that neareft the fea, for the fake

of forage for their camels, which abounds more there than in

the direct road ; and I preferred it, as being the fame that

Alexander had chofen for the march of his army.

We travelled the firft day only about eight miles*, in which

fpace feveral foundations of buildings are difcoverable ; but fo

imperfect are the remains, that it is not poflible to fay whether

they were antient or modern, or to what purpofe they might

have been applied. From that time till Sunday, 4th March, our

route lay along the coad, and we were never long together out

of fight of the fea. The coad is plain ; and after having left

the neighbourhood of Alexandria, where it is rocky, the foil is

generally fmooth and fandy. Many fpots of verdure, particu-

larly at this feafoD, relieve the eye from the eifed of general

barrennefs : and though the vegetation be very inconfiderable,

the greater part of it confiding only of different kinds of the

graflwort, or kali, it offers a feafonable relief to the differing

camel. For our horfes we were obliged to carry a conftant

fupply of barley and cut draw.

There are feveral kinds of preferved meat prepared among

the orientals for long journies. They obviate the inconveniency

of fait provifion by ufing clarified butter. The kind mod ufed

is called mj/bli, and will keep good for many years. It is

brought from Wedern Barbary to Kahira.

• The miles fpoken of arc always geographical.
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In the place* where we generally refted are found the jerboa,

the tortoife, the lizard, and fome ferpents, but not in great

number. There is alfo an immenfe quantity of fnails attached

to the thorny plants on which the camels feed. Thefe the

Arabs frequently eat. Very few birds were vifible in this

quarter, except of the marine kind. One of our party killed a

fmall hawk, which was the only one I faw. Near the few

fprings of water are found wild rabbits, which in Arabic they

diftinguifh by the fame name as the hare, ( ) and the

track of the antelope and the oftrich are frequently difcoverable.

We paffed no day without being incommoded with frequent

fhowcrs; and generally a cold wind from north-weft and north-

weft by north. Several fmall parties of Bedouins, who were

feeding a few goats, fheep, and afles, were encamped in the

road, and in the vicinity of the lake Mareotis, now dry. Such

of them as were the friends of our conductor received us with

every mark of holpitality and kindnefs ; and regaled us with

milk, dates, and bread newly baked. One party, indeed, be-

came contentious for a prefent, or tribute on pafling; but being

in no condition to enforce their demand, it was after a time rc-

Hnquiflled.

On Sunday the 4th, having travelled about fix hours, we

came to a well where was a copious fupply of water; and

having given the camels time to drink, we left the coaft, and

proceeded in a fouth-weft direction. From Alexandria to this

well, the time employed in motion was feventy-five hours

and an half, or nearly fo. Thence to Siwa, there being little

or no water, we were obliged to ufe all poilible diligence in

the
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the route. Our arrival there happened on Friday the 9th, at

eight in the evening. The fpace of time we were actually

travelling from the coaft, was fixty two hours and a quarter.

The road from the (hore inward to Siwa is perfectly barren,

confuting wholly of rocks and fand, among which talc is found

in great abundance. On Wednefday the 7th, at night, wc had

reached a fmall village called^uuaJI
^1

Sjla Karct-am-elSoghcir:

it is a miferable place, the buiidings being chiefly of clay ; and

the people remarkably poor and dirty. It afforded the feafon-

able relief of frelh water, a fmall quantity of mutton, (for the

Shech el Bellad was kind enough to kill a fheep, in return for

fome trifling prefents which were made him,) and wood to

drefs pilau, from which we had been obliged to abftain fince

leaving the coaft. This village is independent, and its environs

afford nothing but dates, in which even the camels and aflfes of

this quarter are accuftomed to find their nourifliment.

For about a mile and an half from Karet-am-el Sogheir the

country is fprinkled with date trees, and fome water is found.

After which it again becomes perfectly defert, confifting of the

fame mountains of fand and barren rock, as before remarked,

for the fpace of about five hours travelling. Then we were

employed for more than eight hours in pafllng an extenfivc

plain of barren fand, which was fucceeded by other low hills

and rocks. I obferved, through a large portion of the road,

that the furface of the earth is perfectly covered with fait.

We at length came to Siwa, which anfwers the defcription

given of the Oafes, as being a fmall fertile fpot, furrounded on

D all
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all fides by dcfert land. It was about half an hour from the

time of our entrance on this territory, by a path furrounded

with date trees, that we came to the town, which gives name

to the diftrid. We difmounted, and feated ourfelves, as is

ufual for Grangers in this country, on a misjed^ or place ufed

for prayer, adjoining the tomb of a Marabit, or holy perfon.

In a fhort time the chiefs came to congratulate us on our arrival,

with the grave but fimple ceremony that is in general ufe among

the Arabs. They then conducted us to an apartment, which,

though not very commodious, was the beft they were provided

with ; and after a Ihort interval, a large dilh of rice and fome

boiled meat were brought ; the Shechs attending while the com-

pany was ferved, which confifted of my interpreter, our con-

ductor, two other Bedouins our companions, and myfelf.

I mould here mention that my attendants, finding reafon to

fear that the reception of a Frank, as fuch, would not be very

favourable, had thought proper to make me pafs for a Mamluk.

Not having had any intimation of this till it was too late, and

unable as I then was to converfe in Arabic, it was almoft im-

poflible to remain undifcovered. Our arrival happening before

the evening prayer, when the people of the place difpofed them-

felves to devotion, in the obfervance of which they are very

rigorous, it was remarked that I did not join. This alone was

fufficient to create fufpicions, and the next morning my inter-

preter was obliged to explain. The Shechs feemed furprifed at

a Chriftian having penetrated thus far, with fome expence and

difficulty, and apparently without having any urgent bufinefs

to tranfacl. But all, except one of them, were difpofed to con-

ciliation)
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clliation ; inclined thereto, no doubt, by a prefent of fome ufcful

articles that had been brought for them. This one was, with

the herd of the people, violently exafperated at the infolence of

an unbeliever, in perfonating and wearing the drefs of a Moham-
medan. At firft they infilled on my inftant return, or immedi-

ate converfion to the true faith ; and threatened to aflault the

houfe, if compliance with thefe terms fhould be refufed. After

much altercation, and loud vociferations, the more moderate

gained fo far by their remonftrances, that it was permitted I

ihould remain there two or three days to reft. But fo little

were the chiefs able to keep peace, that during the two days

enfuing, whenever I quitted my apartment, it was only to be

aflailed with ftones, and a torrent of abufive language. The

time that had been allowed me to reft operated favourably for

my intereft, at leaft with the chiefs, though the populace con-

tinued fomewhat intractable. For the former were contented

on the fourth day to permit me to walk, and obferve what was

remarkable in the place.

We left our apartment at day-break, before any great num-

ber of people was auemblcd ; and having taken with me fuch

inftrumcnts as I was provided with, we pafled along fome £hady

paths, between the gardens, till at the diftance of about two

miles we arrived at what they called the ruins, or birbe. I was

greatly furprifed at finding myfclf near a building of undoubted

antiquity, and, though fmall, in every view worthy of remark.

It was a finglc apartment, built of mafly ftones, of the fame

kind as thofe of which the pyramids confift; and covered ori-

ginally with fix large and folid blocks, that reach from one wall

D 2 to
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to the other. The length I found thirty-two feet in the clear;

the height about eighteen, the width fifteen. A gate, fituated

at one extremity, forms the principal entrance; and two doors,

alfo near that extremity, open oppofite to each other. The

other end is quite ruinous; but, judging from circumftances, it

may be imagined that the building has never been much larger

than it now is. There is no appearance of any other edifice

having been attached to it, and the lefs fo as there are remains

of fculpture on the exterior of the walls. In the interior are

three rows of emblematical figures, apparently defigned to repre-

fent a proceflion : and the fpace between them is filled with

hieroglyphic characters, properly fo called. The foffit is alfo

adorned in the fame manner, but one of the ftones which

formed it is fallen within, and breaks the connection. The

other five remain entire. The fculpture is fufficiently diftin-

guilhable ; and even the colours in fome places remain. The

foil around feems to indicate that other buildings have once

exifted near the place ; the materials of which either time has

levelled with the foil, or the natives have applied to other pur-

pofes. I obferved, indeed, fome hewn ftones wrought in the

walls of the modern buildings, but was unable to identify them

by any marks of fculpture.

It was mentioned to me that there were many other ruins

near ; but after walking for fome time where they were de-

fcribed to be, and obferving that they pointed out as ruins what

were in fact only rough ftones, apparently detached from the

rock, I returned fatigued and difiatisfied. The Shechs had

provided for us a dinner in a garden, where we were un-

molefted
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molefted by intruders ; and the fun being then near the meridian,

I took the opportunity of obferving its altitude by means of an

artificial horizon. They who are beft verfed in thefe matters

will be far from thinking this the moft accurate method of de-

termining the latitude. But the refult was not materially dif-

ferent, though in the fcquel I repeated my obfervation. It gave

N. L. 29° 12', and a fracYion :—the long. E. F. 44° 54'.

The following day I was led to fome apartments cut in the

rock, which had the appearance of places of fepulture. They

are without ornament or infeription, but have been hewn with

fome labour. They appear all to have been opened ; and now
contain nothing that can with certainty point out the ufe to

which they may have been originally applied. Yet there are

many parts of human fculls, and other bones, with fragments

of (kin, and even of hair, attached to them. All thefe have

undergone the action of fire: but whether they are the remains

of bodies, repofited there by a people in the habit of burning

the dead, or whether they have been burned, in this their de-

tached ftate, by the prefent inhabitants, it muft now be difficult

to affirm. Yet the fize of the catacombs would induce the be-

lief that they were defigned for bodies in an unmutilated ftate

;

the proportions being, length twelve feet, width fix, height

about fix. The number of thefe caverns may amount to thirty,

or more.

Having found a monument fo evidently Egyptian in this re-

mote quarter, I had the greater hope of meeting with fomc-

thing more confidcrablc by going farther ; or of being able to

gain
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gain fomc information from the natives, or the Arabs, that

,
would fix exactly the pofition of the remains, if any fuch there

were, of the far-famed Temple of Jupiter Ammon. The people

of Siwa have communications equally with Egypt and Fezzan,

and the wandering Arabs pafs the defert in all directions, in

their vifits to that fmall territory, where they are furnifhed at a

cheaper rate with many articles of food than they can be in the

towns of Egypt They pafs thither from Elwah, from Fcium,

and the diftrict of Thebes, from Fezzan, from Tripoli, from

Kahira, and from Alexandria. It feemed therefore unlikely

that any confidcrable ruins fhould exift within three or four

days of Siwa, and unknown to them ; ft.il 1 lefs fo that they

fhould be ignorant of any fertile fpot, where might be found

water, fruits, and other acceptable refreshments.

I therefore, by means of my interpreter, whom I had always

found honeft in his report, and attentive to my wilhes, collected

three of the Shechs who had (hewn themfelves moft friendly to

us, with my conductor, and two other Arabs who happened to

be there. They entered freely into converfation about the

roads, and defcribed what was known to them of Elwah, Fez-

zan, and other places. But in the direction laid down for the

fitc of the temple, they declared themfelves ignorant of any

fuch remains. I inquired for a place of the name of Santr'ub
y

but of this too they profefled their ignorance. Then, faid I,

if you know of no place by the name I have mentioned, and of

no ruins in the direction or at the diftancc defcribed, do you

know of no ruins whatever farther to the weftward or fouth-

weft ? Yes, faid one of them, there is a place called Arafcble,

where
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where are ruins, but you cannot go to them, for it is unrounded

by water, and there are no boats. He then entered into an

enchanted hiftory of this place ; and concluded with diffuading

me from going there. I foon found, from the defcription, that

Arafcbii was not the Oafis of Ammon, but conceiving it

fomething gained to pafs farther weft, and that pofllbly fome

object: might eventually offer itfelf that would lead to farther

difcovery, I determined, if it were poffible, to proceed thither.

For this purpofe we were obliged to ufe all poffible fecrecy,

as the Siwcfc were bent on oppofing our farther progrefs. An
agreement was therefore made with two perfons of the poorer

clafs of the natives, for a few zeechins, that they fhould con-

dud us to Arafcb\e\ and if what we fought for was not there

found, that they fhould, on leaving it, proceed with us to the

firft watering-place that they knew directly to the fouthward.

The remainder of the time I ftayed at Siwa was employed in

combating the difficulties that were raifed about our departure

;

and it was not till Monday, 12th March, that we were enabled

to commence our journey weft.

The Oafis which contains the town Siwa, is about fix miles

long, and four and a half or five wide. A large proportion of

this fpace is filled with date trees ; but there are alfo pomegra-

nates, figs, and olives, apricots and plantains ; and the gar-

dens are remarkable flourifhing. They cultivate a confiderable

quantity of rice, which, however, is of a reddifh hue, and

different from that of the Delta. The remainder of the culti-

vable land furnifhes wheat enough for the confumption of the
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inhabitants. Water, both fait and frcfh, abounds; but the

fprings which furnifti the latter are moft of them tepid ; and

fuch is the nature of the water, air, and other circumftances,

that Grangers are often affected with agues and malignant

fevers. One of thofe fprings, which rifes near the building de-

fcribed, is obferved by the natives to be fometimes cold and

fometimes warm.

I had been incommoded by the cold in the way, but in the

town I found the heat oppreffivc, though thus early in the fea-

fon. The government is in the hands of four or five Shechs,

three of whom in my time were brothers, which induced me

to fuppofe that their dignity was hereditary ; but the inform-

ation I received rather imported that,oftenfibly, the maxim detur

digniori was obferved in the election, though, in fact, the party

each was able to form among the people, was the real caufe of

his advancement. Thefe parties, as well as the Shechs, are

continually oppofed to each other, which renders it difficult to

carry any meafure of public utility. The Shechs perform the

office of Cadi, and have the adminiftration of juftice entirely in

their own hands. But though external refpect is (hewn them,

they have not that preponderating influence that is required for

the prefervation of public order. On the flighteft grounds arms

are taken up ; and the hoftile families fire on each other in the

ftreet, and from the houfes. I obferved many individuals who
bore the marks of thefe inteftine wars on their bodies and limbs.

Perhaps too it is to the debility of the executive power that we
are to attribute fome crimes, that feem aim oft exclufively to be-

long to a different ftate of fociety. While I was there, a newly

born
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bora infant was found murdered, having been thrown from the

top of a houfe. I undcrftood that thefe accidents were not un-

frequent. It would feem an indirect proof of libertinifm in the

women, which, however, no other circumftance led me to fup-

pofe. Inquiry was inftituted, but no means offering to identify

the peqoetrator of the crime, the matter was dropped. The
complexion of the people is generally darker than that of the

Egyptians. Their dialect is alfo different. They are not in the

habitual ufe either of coffee or tobacco. Their feet is that of

Malik. The drefs of the lower clafs is very fimple, they being

almoft naked : among thofe whofe coftume was difcernible, it

approaches nearer to that of the Arabs of the defert, than of the

Egyptians or Moors. Their clothing confifts of a fhirt of white

cotton, witli large fleeves, and reaching to the feet; a red Tuni-

fine cap, without a turban ; and fhoes of the fame colour. In

warm weather they commonly cad on the fhoulder a blue and

white cloth, called in Egypt melaye; and in winter they are de-

fended from the cold by an ibbram, or blanket. The lift of

their houfehold furniture is very fhort; fome earthen ware

made by themfelves, and a few mats, form the chief part of it,

none but the richer order being pofTefTed of copper utenfils.

They occafionally purchafe a few flaves from the Murzouk

caravan. The remainder of their wants is fupplied from Kahira

or Alexandria, whither their dates are tranfported, both in a

dry ft ate, and beaten into a mafs, which when good in fome

degree refembles a fweet meat. They eat no large quantity of

animal food ; and bread of the kind known to us is uncommon.

Flat cakes, without leaven, kneaded, and then half baked, form

part of their nourifhment. The remainder confifts of thin

e fhects
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(heets of pafte, fried in the oil of the palm tree, rice, milk,

dates, &c. They drink in great quantities the liquor extracted

from the date tree, which they term date-tree water
y though it

have often, in the ftate they drink it, the power of inebriating.

Their domcftic animals arc, the hairy Iheep and goat of Egypt,

the afs, and a very fmall number of oxen and camels. The

women are veiled, as in Egypt. After the rains the ground in

the neighbourhood of Siwa is covered with fait for many

weeks.

Having left our temporary refidence, we proceeded, myfelf

and my interpreter on horfeback, our original conductor on

foot, and the two men we had hired each on an afs : but we

had not gone far, before one of the latter told us that it would

be neceflary to return, as the people of the town were in pur-

fuit of us, and would not permit us to go and difinter the trea-

fures of Arafchie.

We neverthelefs continued our journey for two days, with-

out any particular moleftation ; in conftant alarm indeed, from

the pretended vicinity of hoftile tribes, but without actually

feeing any. At the end of that time we arrived at the place

defcribed to us. It is not far from the plain of Gegabib *. I

found it an ifland, in the middle of a fmall lake of fait water,

which contained misfliapen rocks in abundance, but nothing

that I could pofitively decide to be ruins ; nor indeed was it

very likely that any fuch fhould be found there, the fpot being

entirely deftitute of trees and frefh water. Yet I had the

• See Major Rennel's map.

curiofity
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curiofity to approach nearer to thefe imaginary ruins; and

accordingly forced my horfe into the lake. He, from fatigue

and weaknefs, or original inability to fwim, foon found himfclf

entangled, and could not keep his head above water. I fell

with him, and was unable immediately to detach myfelf : at

length, when I found myfelf again on dry ground, the circum-

ftances I was under prevented me from making further ob-

lcrvation on this lfland and lake.

After having vifited this place, we continued our journey

fouth, according to the agreement made with our guides, but

found the purfuit equally fruitlcfs. After having, at the end of

the third day, arrived in lat. 28. 40. or nearly fo, we became

much diftrelTed for water. We remained a whole night in

fufpenfe concerning our deftiny, when at length a fupply of

this neceflary refreihment was found. Not having, however,

difcovercd any thing that bore the leaft refemblancc to the

object of our fearch, we were obliged to think of returning, as

well from the importunity of the Arabs, as from our own

fatigue and unpleafant fenfations. We did fo, and having

fallen into the ftrait road from Siwa to Alexandria, wc arrived

at the latter place, without any new occurrence, on Monday,

2d April 1792.

I had been much indifpofed with a fever and dyfentcry,

apparently caufed by drinking brackifh water; and for the latter

part of the time was utterly incapable of making obfervations,

having been obliged to continue proftrate on a camel.

*E 2 After



28 TRAVELS IN AFRICA,

After leaving Siwa to go to Arafchie, at about fix miles from

the former, we pafled a fmall building of the Doric order, ap-

parently defigncd for a temple. There either has been no

infcription on it, or it is now obliterated. But the proportions

arc thofe of the beft age of architecture, though the materials are

ordinary, being only a calcareous (lone, full of marine fpoils.

The ruin at Siwa refcmbles too exactly thofe of the Upper

Egypt, to leave a doubt that it was erected and adorned by the

fame intelligent race of men. The figures of Ifis and Anubis

are confpicuous among the fculptures ; and the proportions

are thofe of the Egyptian temples, though in miniature. The

rocks, which I faw in the neighbourhood, being of a fandy

ftone, bear fo little rcfcmblancc to that which is employed in

this fabric, that I am inclined to believe the materials cannot have

been prepared on the fpot. The people of Siwa feem to have no

tradition concerning this edifice, nor to attribute to it any quality,

but that ofconcealing treafures, and being the haunt of demons.

The diftance between Siwa and Derna, on the coaft, is faid

to be thirteen or fourteen days journey ; from Siwa to Kahira,

twelve days ; and the fame from Siwa to Charje, the principal

village of Elwah.

Since the above was written, an opinion has been communi-

cated to me, that Siwa is the Siropum mentioned by Ptolemy,

and that the building defcribed was probably coeval with the

Temple of Jupiter Ammon, and a dependency thereon *. The

* D'Anvillc with equal probability fuppofes Siwa to b« Mareotis.

difcovery
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difcovery of that celebrated fane, therefore, yet remains to re-

ward the toil of the adventurous, or to baffle the refearch of

the inquifitive. It may ftill furvive the lapfe of ages, yet re-

main unknown to the Arabs, who traverfe the wide expanfc

of the defert ; but fuch a circumftance is fcarcely probable. It

may be completely overwhelmed in the fandj but this is

hardly within the compafs of belief.



TRAVELS IN AFRICA,

CHAP. III.

FROM ALEXANDRIA TO RASHID.

Abu-kir—Fertility ofthe Country—Defcription ofRoJhid—Journey

to Tcrane—Fue—Beirut and Demenbur.

After a month, palled in recovering from the effects of the

journey to the weftward, I prepared for leaving Alexandria.

For many days boats could not pafs to Rail, id from the con-

trary winds, and I conftantly preferred going by land, as

affording the means of more frequent and interefting obferva-

tion. Reports were fpread, of the road being infcfted by

Bedouins ; but I chofe rather to encounter a flight danger, than

omit feeing what might offer of the country. Accordingly, on

the i ft of May, I commenced my journey to Raftiid. We
were near four hours in reaching the village called ^J^J Abu-kir,

on horfeback.

The road, for about two miles after leaving the gate of

Raihid, is marked by many veftiges of buildings, but nothing

worth obferving. There are alfo many date trees fcattered

round in the neighbourhood of the canal, and vegetation enough

to ferve for food for the fmall flocks of the city. About two

miles from Abu-kir are the ruins of a town, clofe to the fea,

and a part of them under water. There are alfo fome remains

of
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of columns. Tins is what has been remarked as the tapoftris

parva of antiquity. Abu-klr is a village, confifting of few in-

habitants. There is near it, however, a fmall port, and on

the point of land which forms it, a fortrefs, but of little ftrength.

A Tforbafhi refides there, with a few foldiers. He collects a

toll from thofe who pafs the ferry near it. It is a place of no

trade, and veflTels that frequent it come there chiefly for the

purpofe of avoiding bad weather. We were eight hours and

a half in reaching Rafhid, exclufively of the time taken up in

crofling two ferries. The latter part of the road, from the fea-

fide to Rafhid, has been all marked with fliort columns of burned

brick, at certain diftances from each other.

The beauty and fertility of the country round Ralhid de-

fences all the praife that has been given it. The eye is not, in-

deed, gratified with the romantic views, flowing lines, the mix-

ture of plain and mountain, nor that univerfal verdure that is

to be obferved on the banks of the Rhine or the Danube. But

his tafte is poor who would reduce all kinds of picturefque

beauty to one criterion. To me, after being wearied with the

fandy drynefs of the barren diftrict to the weft, the vegetable

foil of Rafhid, filled with every production neceffary for the

fuftenance, or flattering to the luxury of man, the rice fields

covering the fuperficic8 with verdure, the orange groves exhal-

ing aromatic odours, the date trees formed into an umbrageous

roof over the head ; (hall I fay the mofques and the tombs,

which, though wholly incompatible with the rules of archi-

tecture, yet grave and fimple in the ftructure, are adapted to

fill the mind with pleafing ideas ; and above all, the unruffled

weight



32 TRAVELS IN AFRICA,

weight of waters of the majeftic Nile, relu&antly defcending to

the fea, where its own vaft tide, after pervading and fertilizing

fo long a tract, is to be loft in the general mafs : thefe objects

filled me with ideas, which, if not great or fublime, were cer-

tainly among the mod foothing and tranquil that have ever

affected my mind.

There are fomc few remains of antiquity in the neighbour-

hood of Rafhid, though the city kfelf be modern. The caftle

of Abu-Mandur ftands about two miles from it, higher up the

Nile, in a fituation very pi&urefque, as is feen by many draw-

ings of it extant in Europe. Columns are frequently dug up

here. My arrival at Rafhid happened in the month Ramadan,

a time when it is particularly cheerful. The populace there

are efteemed more quiet, and better difpofed to civility than

thofc of Alexandria or Kahira.

The city of Rafhid is built in an oblong irregular form. It

has no walls nor fortrefs. Its population is confiderable

;

among which are fome Franks, and many Greeks. The com-

merce is principally the carrying trade between Kahira and

Alexandria. There is a cotton manufacture, but confined to

home confumption. Acrofs the mouth of the Nile, below

Rafhid, is a bar which renders navigation perilous, goods being

obliged to be brought in boats of a particular form from Kahira,

and embarked in others of a different defcription for Alexandria.

Great damage is fuftained by the boats linking on the banks in

entering the river, in which cafe they are commonly overfet

and funk ; and it would be eafy to inftitute an office of in-

furance
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furance at Kahira, for goods coining by Rafliid. One half per
cent, would be a fufficient rate; but it would be neceflary that
a perfon fliould infpedt the jerms, or boats, at Ralhid, as the
boatmen are fuch knaves that they will overfet the veflel, on
purpofe afterwards to get at the goods under water.

It may not be improper here to obferve, that though, during
the rife of the Nile, the water runs through feveral fmall canals,

yet the real mouths, prefenting a conftant ftream, are but two,

thofe of Ralhid and Damiatt.

Rafliid is governed by an inferior officer, appointed by the

Beys. All this diftridt is under the jurifdidlion of Murad
Bey. Property is fecure from all plunderers, except the Beya.

At Ralhid are many learned men ; that is, {killed in Moham-
medan theology and cafuiftry. Thefe Shechs pafs their lives in

great tranquillity, preferving an apathy completely ftoical.

Their chief amufement is to fit in their gardens, on the banks

of the river, fmoking and converfrng.

After flaying five days to fee the place, May 6th, I embarked

with a view of proceeding to Terane\ It was my intention to

have gone by land, but the perfons to whom I had recourfe for

information could not perfuade themfelves that there was any

fecurity in that route at the moment.

The produaion called Natron, efforts to introduce which into

general ufe in Europe have more than once been made, was at

f that



34 TRAVELS IN AFRICA.

that time becoming a confiderable article of export ; and I felt

fome curiofity to obfervc the production in its nafcent ftatc.

Terane is the place nearcft the lakes, and therefore I chofe it as

a point of departure* We proceeded as far as the canal of

Men uf with a fair wind. Beyond this a loaded boat of any

fizc cannot pafs, except by that canal ; the water having left

the main channel, and now flowing through the canal, which

is more in a line with the courfe of the river above the Delta.

No want of population appears in the villages of this quarter,

which are very numerous ; and the land adjoining them is clean

and well cultivated. An unbounded plain on both (ides ftrikes

the view, but on the Weft there is no great extent of arable land.

The peafants wear the appearance of poverty, which, indeed,

under the prefent abufe of government, is necefTary to their

perfonal fecurity ; but they have abundance of cattle, and the

frequent return of paflengers in the boats is to them a fource of

much gain.

In many of the villages are women for the convenience of

ftrangers, a part of whofe profits is paid to the government

which tolerates them. I did not obferve, however, that the

nature of their calling created any external levity or indecency

of behaviour. Having taken a fmall boat from Menuf, in fix

hours, the wind being either S. E. or calm, we arrived at

Terane. I counted more than an hundred diftinct villages and

towns between Raihid and Terane, as well on the Weft as the

Eaft of the Nile. Among the moft confiderable of thofe on the

Eaft is Fuc, a place formerly more eminent in commerce than

Raihid j but the latter has now in a great degree fuperfeded it,

and
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and it is dimintfhed in fize and population. It is neverthelefs

one of the moft agreeable fituations on the Nile. Deirut is the

largeft town on the Weft. For Demenhur, which is more popu-

lous, is not vifible from the Nile, being fituatcd near the canal

that conveys water to Alexandria. At Demenhur is a garrifon

of Janizaries. The courfe of the Nile from its mouth to Teranc

is, with the exception of fome curves, nearly N. W. and S. E.

In that fpace are feveral iflands, which are continually changing

in place and number. From Raftiid to Damiatt, in a direct line,

is computed to be about twenty-feven leagues.
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CHAP. IV.

TERANE TO THE NATr6n LAKES.

Government of Terant—Carlo Rojetti—Tbe Trade in Natron-

Manners—Journey to the J^akes—Obfcrvations there—Remarks

on Natron—Coptic Convents and MSS.—Proceed to Kabira.

eran£ is a town fituated on the left of the moft weftern

mouth of the Nile, at a very fmall diftance from the river.

Its latitude is 30
0
24'. The buildings are chiefly unburncd

brick, but there are alfo fome of ft one. The town and diftrict,

containing feveral villages, belong to Murad Bey, who ufually

entrufts its government and the collection of its revenue to one

of his Caflicfs. But the perfon who now holds it, May 1792,

is Carlo Rofletti, a Venetian merchant, recently appointed

conful-general of the Emperor of Germany, and well known to

thofe who have vifited the country. Obferving, as he thought,

the demands for natr&n increafmg in Europe, he fuppofed that

by obtaining an exclufive right to collect and export it, he

fhould fecure to himfelf an immenfe and increafing revenue.

Till now, indeed, this article had never been productive of any

advantage to the Beys. The officers who fucceffively obtained

the government there, exacting, without any fettled rule, what-

ever they thought themfelves entitled to expect from the people,

who brought the commodity from the lakes to the river : and

the

• Digitized by Google



EGYPT, AND SYRIA. 37

the European merchants obtained it by their agents at the

cheapeft rate they were able from the natives. The quantity

fupplied, the prime coft, and the contingent charges, were

therefore variable and uncertain. It had never before, as I un-

derftood, been farmed by an European. S" Rofletti wilhed

for a clear and exclufive property in the produce of the lakes,

on paying regularly an annual fum, to be determined by the

quantity fold. He has attained, from long experience, a con-

fiderable local knowlege, and had, at that time, from various

caufes, great intereft with Murad Bey. Pecuniary profpeds

Angularly influence thofe regents, whofe office being precarious,

and at moft for life, totally omit to refleel on any remote con-

fcquences, for the fake of an immediate advantage. The pro-

pofal was accepted, and Rofletti obtained over the diftrict of

Terane an authority almoft equal to that exercifed in former

times by the Cafliefs.

At that time the confumption was augmenting at Marfcilles,

Venice, and Leghorn, and the article had been tried with fome

fuccefs in Great Britain. Rofletti fent his ucphew to refidc at

Terane as his deputy. But the young man, preferring the re-

pole of his fofa to the Mamluk excrcifes of arms, was little

adapted to the government of a people accuftomed to be ruled

only by fear. He had a fqw Sclavonian foldiers, who could

not prevent injuries being done to the little parties employed to

fetch the natron. About three months after I left Terane' the

young man died, not without fufpicions of poifon; and S™

Rofletti has fince fold a large (hare in the grant, which he now
retains to little purpofe.

During
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During the year of the moft extenfive export, the duty to

government amounted, as was faid, to 32,000 patackes, which,

at twelve piatrcs the pound fterling, may be eftimated at 6000I.

Hence the quantity muft have been from 3500 to 4000 tons,

of which the greater part was (hipped for Marfcilles. The pre-

fent war exceedingly reduced the quantity exported.

On my arrival at Teranc, my application to S" Ferrari,

nephew of Rofletti, for whom recommendations had been

given me, was attended with afluranccs from that gentleman of

his co-operation in all I might with to undertake, and an in-

vitation to rcfide with him. I pafll-d a day in wandering over

the adjacent ground, particularly that part of the Delta which

is oppofitc the town, where are many columns and other con-

fiderable remains, which indicate the fite of antient ftrudurcs.

I could, however, find no inferiptions, nor, indeed, any thing

that was worth the fearch.

S™ Rofletti had made a very neat garden near his houfe, in

which was cultivated a number of fruit-trees and ufeful plants.

He had alfo attempted many other improvements, by planting

trees, &c. in the fuburbs ; but in this laudable defign he was

far from being feconded by the natives, who refufed even to

water the trees he had been at the trouble of planting, and

feemed to judge their forbearance remarkable in abflaining from

their deftruftion. A ftriking leflbn to thofe who would force

refinement on any people, to which they muft ever be ftimu-

lated by their neceflities, or led by their perfonal conviction.

Yet, perhaps, they had fufpicions which are unexplained, or

difcontents
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difcontents at the appearance of novelty, concerning the fources

of which we are ignorant. I have ever obferved the Egyptians,

as all the Orientals, paflionatcly fond of trees and water ; and if

in this inftance they preferred being without them, it might

poffibly be from diftruft of bringing on themfelves fome real

evil, by the purfuit of an imaginary advantage.

Tbe enfuing night, when the Arabs were to go to the lake

for a lading of natron, S" F. appointed his company of five

Sclavonians to attend me, and I fet oft* at nine in the evening

on horfeback. We continued our march, chiefly in a weftern

direction, till feven the following morning, at which time we
came to a fpring of frefli water, that rifes among fome ruflies

near the lake, which, though it afford no very copious fupply

of water, was yet a feafonable refrefhment, as the heat of the

fun was already inconvenient. The latitude at the eaftern ex-

tremity of the moft weftern lake I found 30", 31', north ; but

this is not decided by a fingle obfervation. The difference of

time between Terane" and the Convents of St. George, gave a

diftance, as nearly as I could compute it, of thirty-five miles.

The road from Teranfi is level, with very fmall exception,

and generally firm and good, though with intervals of loofe

and deep fand.

The country we pafled through, however, is deftitute of

water, and confequently barren, as is all that which borders on

the lakes. The only buildings in the neighbourhood are three

convents, inhabited by a few religious of the Coptic church ;

two
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two of which are about a mile and half, the third about fix

miles from the eaftern lake. There arc fomc veftiges of other

buildings, which alio feem to have been convents that have long

fince ceafed to exift. The antelope and the oftrich are feen

rarely here, and they appear to be the only wild animals that

frequent that part of the country. No vegetation appears, except

reeds on the margin of the lake, which is very irregular in its

form ; Co that it is not very eafy to fay what may be the quan-

tity of ground covered with water, nor to difcern the extremi-

ties. It is higher in winter than in fummer ; and, at this pe-

riod, I could no where obferve that the breadth of it exceeded

a mile : its length may be nearly four.

The Arabs told me, that the water during the laft winter had

been remarkably low. There feem to be marks of its having

occafionally rifen about four feet higher than at prefent ; which

muft greatly change the appearance of the whole. Towards the

end of the fummer, it is faid, thefe lakes are almoft dry; and

the fpace that the water has retired from is then occupied by

a thick depofition of fait. Not far removed from the eaftern

extremity, a fpring rifes with fomc force, which much agitates

the reft of the water. Clofc to that fpring the depth was far

greater than my height, in other parts it was obfervable that it

did not generally exceed three feet. The thermometer near

this fpring ftood at 76, while in the open air it was 87. The

more weftcrn lake differs not materially from the eaftern in

fize, form, or productions. The colour of the water in both is

an imperfect red, and where the bottom is vifible, it appears

almoft as if covered with blood. Salt, to the thicknefs of

five
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five or fix inches, lies conftantly in the more ftiallow

parts.

The furface of the earth, near the lake, partakes more or

lefs generally of the character of natron, and, in the parts far-

theft removed, offers to the foot the flight refiftance of ploughed

ground after a flight froft. The foil is coarle fand. The water

of the lake, on the flighted evaporation, immediately depofits

fait. There is a mountain not far from the lakes, where natron

is found in infulatcd bodies, near the furface, of a much lighter

colour than that produced in the lake, and containing a greater

portion of alkali. This kind more rcfembles the natron of

Barbary, and what I have fince obferved in the road to

How thick the fubftance of natr&n commonly is in the lake,

I did not accurately determine, but thofe employed to colled it

report that it never exceeds a cubit, or common pike ; but it ap-

pears to be regenerated as it is carried away. The Arabs report

that the natron country extends twenty days journey ; and in-

deed I had remarked fomething refembling that fubftance near

Siwa. I underftood it was delivered at Terane' for about a

piafter the cant&r. But there are, probably, fome other ex-

penfes attending it. Notwithftanding Sn R.'s exclufive right,

the Arabs carry off fome of the commodity, which they fell

wherever they can find a market. The quantity exported to

Venice was much decreafing in 1792, as it had been found on

trial inapplicable to many purpofes to which it was fuppofed it

might be converted. I know not how far correel their expe-

g rimcnts
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riments might have been ; but if ever it mould be brought to

luperfede the ufc of barilla, the quantity obtainable feems likely

to anfwer every poflible demand.

I detected much alkali in all the fpecimens which came into

my poffeffion ; but not equal in all. And circumftances did

not permit me to make an analyfis fo complete as to merit in-

fertion here.

During my ftay near the lakes, I vifited two of the Coptic

convents, that called the Syrian, and that of St. George ; where

I could obferve no traces of any Eupopean traveller, but Baron

Thunis, whom the Emprefs of Ruflia had fent, fome years

before, to negotiate a defection on the part of the Beys j but

who having exhibited lefs prudence than courage, in the pro-

motion of the defigns of his miftrefs, had been privately put to

death in Kahira, by order of the Beys, to avoid delivering him

to the Porte, as had been required of them. Thefe convents

contain each of them feveral religious, who retain all the fim-

plicity of the primitive ages.—They drink water, and eat coarfe

bread and vegetables
;

very feldom touching meat, wine, or

coffee. They are ignorant indeed, but ftrangcrs to vice ; and

though their time is employed to no ufeful purpofe, fo neither

is the application of it prejudicial to any.

They have each a fmall garden, which fupplics common

vegetables, and a breed of tame fowls, together with a well

of water, within the walls } the reft of the necefTaries of life

are

«
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are provided them by the voluntary contributions of the

Chriftians of their own perfuafion; and as the bufinefs of

artificers and menials is all performed by the monaftics them-

felvcs, their expenfes are not very extended. The entrance to

each is by a fmall trap-door, againft which two great milUftoncs

are rolled within. The buildings appear to have laded feveral

centuries, and the walls are ftill firm and fubftantial. No
praife is to be given to the religious for cleanlinefs ; but as the

lift of their furniture and apparel is very fmall, they cannot be

frequently renewed ; human beings more ignorant of mankind

and their tranfa&ions than fome of thofe whom I converfed

with, are fcarcely any where to be feen. But the fuperiors in

both were in a certain degree intelligent. One of them, when

I was admitted, was mending his flioes, and feemed to think

little of theological controverfies. The other attempted to

prove to me the Eutychian tenet of monothelifm, and on my
expreflmg myfelf perfuaded by his arguments, he feemed

highly gratified. Indeed I met with on their part every mark

of hofpitality.

I inquired for MSS. and faw in one of the convents feveral

books in the Coptic, Syriac, and Arabic languages. Among
thefe were an Arabo-Coptic Lexicon. The works of St. Gre-

gory, and the Old and New Teftament in Arabic. The

fupcrior told me they had near eight hundred volumes ; but

pofitively refufed to part with any of them, nor could I fee

any more. The monks are ftrangers to all idioms but the vul-

gar Arabic*

O 2 Having
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Having thus fpent two days and part of a third in the

vicinity of the lakes, my attendants grew impatient, and I waa

obliged to return. After a fliort interval, having re-embarked

for Kahira, I arrived there on the 16th May 1792 *.

* The water in the river between Terane and Kahira was fo (hallow, that

with a very fmall boat (Canjia) we had great difficulty in paffing.
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CHAP. V.

K A H I R A.

Topography—Government of Kabira end of Egypt—Pajba and

Beys—Mamluks—Birth, education, drefs, arms, pay—Efli-

mate of their military Jkill—Power and revenue of the Beys—

The Cbalige—Tbe NILE—Mofques, Baths, and Okals—

Houfes—Manners and cuftoms—Clajfes ofpeople—Account of

the Copts.

A residence in Kahira at diftind intervals, but extending

in all to eleven months, may enable me to attempt fome ac-

count of this celebrated city, with perhaps more advantages

than have fallen to the lot of any recent traveller. A curfory

glance of the manners and cuftoms of a people is often falla-

cious, and a temporary exception is liable to be converted into

a general rule.

The yet numerous population, the various nations with their

feveral languages, drefles, and manners, confpire with the ro-

mantic fame of Grand Cairo, the fecond capital of the Eaft, the

metropolis of Africa, the fcene of furpriiing events in hiftory,

and of yet more furprifing incidents in Arabian fable, to imprefs

the fpe&ator with curiofity and admiration.

The
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The city Kahira is fituated on the Eaft of the Nile,

which devolves its majeftic flood at fome little diftance. The fub-

urbs, however, Mifr el attike\ and Bulak, or the port, form two

points of contact with the river. To the South-Eaft and Eaft

is a ridge of the extenfive chain which runs along the courfe

of the Nile to Upper Egypt, fometimes receding, and leaving

a plain of about a league broad, at other places oppofing its

barrier to the ftream. To the North a plain extends to the

Delta, which it refembles in foil and productions. Immedi-

ately under the mountain is the caftle, now incapable of de-

fence, though cfteemed of great ftrength, before the invention

of artillery.

To an eye accuftomed to the cities of Europe, their wide

ftreets, and general uniformity, the view of the capital of

Egypt might appear mean and difgufting. Yet it is termed by

the natives " Mifr without an equal, Mifr the mother of the

world." Convenience is comparative, and ideas of it muft vary

with manners and cuftoms. The narrownefs of the ftreets

appears even neceflary to a native, to protect him from the

fierce effulgence of the meridian fun : a flight canopy, extended

from houfe to houfe, affords him more pleafure than any

architectural profpect could convey.

For about the fpacc of three hundred years Egypt had been go-

verned by the military ariftocracy of the Mamluks, when it was

fubdued by Sultan Selim, in the year 15 17. Senfible of the dif-

tance, defended fituation, and refractory fpirit of the province,

he thought it politic to enter into a compromife with its former

government
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government and antient prejudices. It was Iikewife well

known, that the fecure fituation of the country, little expofed

to any external attack, would have favoured the ambitious

defigns of a rival Pafha.

By an inftitution ftill obfcrved in fome inftances, he or-

dained, that the PaGSa mould be contented to (hare the power

of the Beys, and that the duration of his authority mould

depend on their collective will. The Beys muft neceflarily

have feparate perfonal interefts, which fometimes lead them to

inteftine outrage and bloodflied ; yet, with regard to any exter-

nal power or influence, their interefts are univerfally the fame.

As allies or as enemies they form one body and one foul. Selim

was too confident in the power and fplendour of the Ottoman

arms, and in his own character of chief of their religion, to

entertain any fufpicion that the commands of the Porte would

ever be treated except with diftinguiftied refpect.

The power of the Pafha was at firft very extenfive j but has,

by the intrigues and ambition of the Beys, been gradually

reduced almoft to a cipher*

His jurifdiction was rather civil than military. He was

always prefident of the Diwan, which was held in the caftle

where he refided. But that council now commonly meets in

the palace of one of the chief Beys, except when a firman or

mandate is received from Conftantinople, when the Beys are

fummoned to the caftle to hear the commands of the Porte.

The few who attend, as foon as the reading is finifhed, anfwer,
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as is ufual, Efmina wa tadna, " We have heard, and we obey."

On leaving the caftle, their general voice is Efm&na wa avus'tna^

« We have heard, and (hall difobey."

In the year 1791, Salah Aga, a flave of Murad Bey, was

deputed from the government of Egypt to negotiate their peace

with the Porte.—-He carried prefents of horfcs, rich (tuffs, &c.

A fpontaneous tribute, which the Porte was in no condition to

enforce, implied obligation on the part of the latter.—He was

well received, and afterwards was appointed Waqutl es Sult&»y

" Agent or Attorney to the Sultan in Kahira." It is probable

this office was given him to incline him to fecond the efforts of

the Court in difuniting the Beys ; but it was ineffectual. Thefe

had formerly experienced the evils of divifion, and now were

united by common intereft, grown rich, and well provided

with flaves. So that, as I have underftood, no tribute has fince

that time found its way to Conftantinople.

As the Beys arc chofen from among the Mamluks, it may

be proper to begin with fome account of that extraordinary clafs

of men. They remain, as they have ever been, military * (laves

imported

• The condition of flare is fo very diftinft in Egypt from what it is in other

countries, that they who defend the practice of trading in human flcfli by it*

antiquity, and the general confent of nations, fhould be well aware how they

adduce the example of Egypt.—In Kahira, when a flave is legally purchafed in

the market, if after any length of time he fee! difcontented with his mafter,

has only to fay, " Carry me to the market," (Suk-«s Sultan,) and the mafter

is legally compellable to offer him for fale.

It
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imported from Georgia, Circaflia, and Mingrclia. A few have

been prifoncrs, taken from the Auftrians and Ruffians, who
have exchanged their religion for an eftablifhment. The Beys

give general orders to their agents at Conftantinople, to purchafc

a certain number every year, and many are brought to Egypt

by private merchants on fpeculation. When the fupply proves

infufficient, or many have been expended, black flaves from the

interior of Africa are fubftitutcd, and if found docile, are armed

and accoutred like the reft.

Particular attention is paid to the education of thefe favoured

flaves. They are inftructed in every exercife of agility or

ftrength, and are in general diftinguiflicd by the grace and

beauty of their pcrfons. The gratitude of the difciples is equal

to the favour of their mafters, whom they never quit in the

hour of danger. If they have a difpofition for learning they are

taught the ufe of letters ; and fome of them are excellent fcribes:

but the greater part neither can read nor write, a linking ex-

ample of which deficiency is obfervable in Murad Bey hiinfelf.

The inferior Mamluks conftantly appear in the military drefs,

and are commonly armed with a pair of piftols, a fabre, and a

It can never be believed, that where a power fo abfolute as that of the pro-

prietor over his (lave, is fupported by the fancTions of law, that no abufes of it

Ihould exift ; but this fmglc privilege greatly foftens its afperity.

The child of a female Have, begotten by her mafter, is ipfo fa£to free, and a

flave may authorize a free perfon to purchafc his emancipation.

h dagger.
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dagger. They wear a peculiar cap of a greenim hue, around

which is wreathed a turban *. The reft of their drefs refem-

bles that of other Mohammedan citizens, and is reftri&ed to no

particular colour : but another Angularity is their large drawers

of thick Venetian cloth, of a crimfon colour, to which are at-

tached their flippers of red leather. On horfeback they add to

their arms a pair of large horfe-piftols, and the Dubbus or bat-

tle-axe. In battle many of them wear an open helmet, and the

antient ring armour of interwoven links of fteel, worn under part

of their drels, and thus concealed. Thefe arc dear, fomctimes

cofting five hundred piaftresj or about forty pounds. Some of

them are made at Conftantinople, others in Perfia. Their

horfes are of the tineft Arabian breeds, and are often pur-

chafed at three or four purfes, 150I. to 200I. fterling.

They have no pay, as they eat at a table in the houfe of their

maftcr, the Bey, Cafhef, or other officer. Any military officer

may purchafe a flave, who becomes ipfufaHo a Mamluk. The

name, from Malek to pofTefsf implies merely a perlon who is

the property of another. After a proper education, the candi-

date thus conftituted a Mamluk, receives a prefent of a horfe

* The Mamluks fuffer not the beard to grow till they be emancipated, and

hold fome office, as Caflief, &c.—A (imilar practice obtains among the Ofmauli.

The Ytch oghlans, though free in their perfons, yet exercidng a kind of fenri-

tude, (have the beard : fo that though it be not abfolutcly the mark of a Have,

the want of a beard feems to denote a dependent fituation. Among the Oftnanli,

( European Turks) the beard is allowed to grow rather in conformity to the pre-

cept and practice of the Prophet, than as a national fafhion. The Tatars wear

no beard ; and the Arabs alone flicw great refped to that ornament.

and
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and arms from his mafter, together with a fuit of clothes, which

is renewed ever year in the month Ramadan. The generofity

of their mailers, and rewards or extortions from others, afford

them fupplies of money either for avarice or debauchery. Some

of them, admitted to peculiar favour by the Beys, as chafnadars

or purfebearers, &c. acquire great wealth. They are rather

gay and thoughtlefs, than infolent ; fond of fhew, and unprin-

cipled in their means of acquiring it. They feldom marry till

they acquire fome office.

Though born of Chriftian parents, they feem highly fatisfied

with their condition ; which they have been known to refufe

to exchange for freedom. The majority are regarded by the

Arabs as little ftrid in the principles or duties of Moham-
medifm.

It is worthy of remark, that though the Mamluks in general

be ftrong and perfonable men, yet the few who marry very fel-

dom have children. As the fon even of a Bey is not honoured

with any particular confideration, the women perhaps procure

abortions. However this be, of eighteen Beys, whofe hiftory I

particularly knew, only two had any children living.

Hardy, capable of every fatigue, of undaunted courage, and

eminent Ikill in horfemanfhip and the ufe of the fabre, the

Mamluks may be regarded as by far the bed troops in the Eaft.

But in a regular battle, conducted by manoeuvres, and large or

rapid movements, they are equally inferior to European

troops.

11 2 Being
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Being diftinguifhed by favouritifm or merit, the Mamluk

becomes a Cafhef, and in time a Bey. The chief caufe of

preference arifes from political adherence to fome powerful

leader.

The government of Kahira, and Egypt in general, is vefted in

twenty- four Beys, each of whom is nominally chofen by the

remaining twenty-three, but in fact appointed by one of the

mofl powerful. The Yenk-tchery aga
y and feveral other officers,

arc enumerated among the twenty-four Beys.

Befides being governors of certain diftridts of Egypt, feveral

of the Beys receive other dignities from the Porte. Such are

the Sbecb el Bellad, or governor of the city ; the Defterdar, or

accountant-general ; the Emir el Hadj^ or leader of the facred

caravan ; and the Emir es Said, or governor of the upper

Egypt*. Thefe officers have alfo revenues allotted them by the

Porte, ill-defined, and liable to much abufe.

Of the other Beys, each appoints all officers and governors

within his diftri<a, putting into it fome flave of his own, who
is compelled to render an account of the receipts ; of which a

part pafTes to fupport the grandeur of his mafter. An opulent

Bey may have from 600 to 1000 purfes annually; the reve-

nue of Murad Bey more than doubles that fum. The inferior

Beys may have 300 purfes or 15,0001.

The chief judicial authority in Kahira is delegated to a

Mulla, who is annually appointed from Conftantinople ; but his

* The two lad offices are annual.

jurifdi&ion

Digitized by Google



EGYPT, AND SYRIA. 53

jurifdiction is principally directed to cafes of doubt and diffi-

culty. There are befides CW/V, in all the diftri&s, or pari/bcs,

if fo it may be cxprefled, which, in this great city, amount to

more than two hundred. There are Imams, or priefts of the

four fects, each having the direction of the adherents of that

feet. The Sbecb-el-Bikkeri is an office of great refpect, having

fpecial authority over the fhe-rifs. There are other exclufive

jurifdictions, which need not be fpecified.

The revenue of the Cadis arifes folely from a tenth of the

value of the thing litigated. Juftice or injufticc is fpeedily

adminiftercd, but is often influenced by bribery.

Every Bey fits in judgment on cafes of equity. Thefe per-

fonages arc very obfervant of their refpective jurifdictions ; and

no Bey will imprifon a man liberated by another. Though

fometimes too impetuous, they neverthclcfs difplay great acute-

nefs and knowlege of characters. This government at lead

poflefles every advantage of publicity, as every Bey is a magi-

ftrate.

But the juftice of the rulers is ever open to the omnipotent

influence of gold. During my refidence at Kahira an inftance

happened worthy of commemoration. Two Syrian Chriftians,

of the Maronite perfuafion, had been fucceffively farmers of

the cuftoms, and had acquired great wealth : a quarrel arifing

between them, one made a reflection peculiarly grating on

the other, who went to the Bey, and thus addrefled him :

" This city is not wide enough for me and fuch a one. You

mud
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muft put one of us to death. If you will put him to death,

here are ten thoufand fequins." Said and done inftantly.

Each Bey appoints his CaKhefs or lieutenants. Thefe officers

prcfide each over a town or village, collecting the revenues, and

judging fmall caufes ; but an appeal lies to the Bey. The Beys

and Caflicfs are, from their ignorance, conftrained to employ

Copts as accomptants in adjufting and receiving the revenues,

that duty being of an intricate nature, and requiring great

local knowlege. The authority of a Caflief is as arbitrary

as that of a Bey.

Revenue of Egypt.

The more confiderable fources of revenue, as well of the

Porte at this day, as of the Chalifc while the fovereignty re-

mained with the Arabs, arc nearly coeval in their inftitution

with Mohammedifm itfclf.

The innovations which have fince had place derive their

authority from the difpenfing power of the fovereign, or are

reconciled with the primitive inftitutes by the ingenuity of the

legal profeflbrs.

The moft anticnt tribute due from the fubject to government

was the zeccba/y a tenth of all the permanent productions of

the earth. According to its original eftablifhment, this did not

affect property under a certain value, and was exigible of an

unbeliever in a twofold proportion. It was impofed by Mo-
hammed
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hammed himfelf, and applied, as would appear, to the relief

of the necefiitous ; the prophet exprefsly forbidding his own

family to (hare in it, as unworthy of their rank, and, at

the fame time, allotting to them a fifth part of the plunder

obtained in war. This import continues to be levied, but is

applied to needful expenfes or unnecefiary prodigality, rather

than to foften the lot of the indigent, its original purpofe.

Oftcntatious charities fatisfy the fcruples of the monarch, and

blind the eyes of the people to this mifapplication. The tax is

not now applicable to land or houfes, but to the merchandize

imported into the country. The duties on thefe, when demanded

of Mohammedans, are taken under the name of %eccbat.

The fecond import is the cbaragey which fignifies the product,

of lands. It is intended to denote, not only any tax on land, but

alio on the perfons of dhummles^ i. c. Chrirtians and Jews

;

though in the latter cafe it receives the appellation of Jizie

the capitation tax, or Jalvage for their perfons, which

otherwife, according to the letter of the Koran, the true be-

liever is not bound to fpare.

In modern times, the public revenue of the Porte, which is

derived from various fources, is known under the name of

Miri ; the private one of the emperor is fupplied in a different

way, and termed Cbafn'e.

The nature of the revenue of each province depended at

firft, in a great mcafure, on the manner in which that province

was originally acquired j and, even now, the fame diftin&ion

in
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in fomc cafes operates. Irak was to be protected under one

condition of tribute, Egypt under another. The immediate

fucceffors of Mohammed appear to have been guided in many

inftances by found policy, and to have tempered the rage of

fanaticifm, by fome attention at leaft to the well-being even

of their heretical fubjects. The imports in Egypt, one of

their carliert territorial acquilitions, and the inhabitants of

which had many of them embraced Iflamifm, were not diftin-

guiihed by any remarkable fevcrity ; and if that country have

fince been impoverifiScd and depopulated, it appears not to

refult from the original inftitutions, fo much as from the

abufes which happened at an early period of the Egyptian

Chalifat, and which may contaminate the mildeft and mod

reafonablc eftablifliments. Thcfc abufes, which have long been

gradually increafing, are now multiplied to a point, beyond

which, confidently with the being of the peafantry, they

cannot well be extended.

The principal local tribute is a tax on land of two patackes

each foddan^ all over the country ; which, whether the effect of

a compact between the Arabian victor and the natives, or an

impoft in force under the former government, was continued by

Sultan Selim. Taking the cultivable lands in Egypt at two

million one hundred thoufand acres, this fhould give the fum of

twelve thoufand nine hundred purfes, or at the prefent exchange

of 630,000b ftcrling ; but at this time only two-thirds of thefc

lands are actually cultivated, which reduces the fum to 420,0001.

On the other hand, however, the Beys are not contented with this

legitimate revenue, but infift on receiving in many inftances

five
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five or fix patackes per foddan *, which again raifes this Tingle

branch of revenue to a million and a quarter, or even more.

There are however fome diftri&s in the Upper Egypt always

Several years in arrear.

The other articles are, the cuftoms of Alexandria, Damiatt,

Suez, Cofsir ; and what is drawn from the commerce of Africa

in its paflage by Charjc*, Affiut, and at Kahira itfelf. Of thefe

it is difficult to form any correct idea. The caravan with which

I returned to Affiut paid, in duties on the commodities it

brought, a fum not lefs than 150 purfes. I eftimated the

value of thofe commodities at nearly two thoufand three hun-

dred purfes, or 115,0001. fteriiog.

The yisae is much lefs conuderabie than it might be fuppofed,

from the following confide rations. 1. That though there be

many entire villages of Copts in the Upper Egypt, feveral of

them arc rebellious, and pay nothing, 2. The fame people is

very numerous in the towns ; but a great proportion of them

confifts of ecclefiaftics, or of perfons in the fervice of the Beys,

and both thefe defcriptions are exempt. The Greeks and

Armenians are but few, and many of them pay the Jivue in

other places, being only travellers. On the whole, I doubt

whether that tax in Egypt amounts to more than fifteen hun-

dred purfes. The remaining revenue is made up of cafualties;

• The patacke may be rated at from three (hillings to three and four-pence.

The foddan is a given meafure, taking hs name from the quantity that a yoke of

oxen can plough in a day, roughly taken, equivalent to an acre.

I as
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as forfeitures, fmall impofts, and tolls, pafTing on the Nile, and

other parts of the interior ; and above all, the incalculable pro-

fit ariflng from continued plunder of all ranks and denomina-

tions. Five, ten, twenty to thirty thoufand patackes are de-

manded, in one day, of the Chriftians engaged in commerce, at

another of the Mohammedans, and at another of the Franks.

Advantage was taken of the unprotected ftate in which the

French merchants found themfelves after the commencement

of the war, and all, except three, were in confequence obliged to

leave Kahira, and retire to Alexandria.

1 never could learn that the wandering Arabs, or Bedouins,

paid any regular tribute. They were often plundered and re-

pulfed when they came in bodies too near the city ; but in ge-

neral the Beys appeared to be inclined to keep them in good

humour, for their pcrfonal fecurity, in cafe of being expelled

from the government. The article of fait, for there arefaUnes

clofe to the fea, which fupply all Egypt with culinary fait, pay

a low import in entering Kahira, and another at Affiut. All

the proftitutes, the public baths, the places where brandy is fold,

(Cbummariy) &c. &c. are under a particular jurifiii&ion, and

pay fomething to government.

In Kahira every trade or profeflion has its fiiech or leader,

who has great authority over the reft of his order ; and this

circumftance tends much to the good order of the city. The

gates no lefs, which are at the end of every ftreet, and which,

though not capable of refitting violence, impede the progrefs,

and render difficult the efcape of ill-intentioned perfons. The

articles
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articles above enumerated form collectively the Miri or public

revenue; laoo purfes of which fliould be annually forwarded

to Conftantinople, but it is retained by the Beys, under pretence

of repairing mofques and other public works.

The Paflia receives, for his whole expenfes, one thoufand

mahbubs, or three thoufand piaftres per day. His eftablifti-

ment however is large, fo that this is not efteemed a rich

paflialik.

Murad Bey is accuftomed to have from the mint daily, for

his pocket expenfes, five hundred half mahbObs, and his wife

the fame. This amounts to fifteen hundred piaftres, and is

only a fmall part of his difburfements.

The value of land in Egypt is far from being inconfiderable,

as is evident from the large amount of the annual impoft which

is paid for it. Yet not having been prefent at the formalities of

bargain and fale, I feel myfelf unprepared to give an exact

eftimate of it.

i

•

The fame may be faid of the value of labour j for as the

agricultural labourer is paid in the produce, a number of cir-

cumftances combine to diminifh the value of what is thus re-

ceived. Comparing the wages of the hufbandman with the price

of other labour, I mould be inclined to ftate them at about fix

medines, or one-feventh of a piaftre per day, which, as his toil

is often remitted, cannot exceed forty-five piaftres annually.

Exclufively of the value of the peafant's clothing, which lafts

i 2
,

long,
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long, it is fcarcely poffible that the maize, lentil*, milk, butter,

&c. on which he feeds, can amount to left than three paras or

medines daily, for each individual.

Tenure of Lands.

An explicit declaration of Mohammed himfelf, " That pro-

perty, after the death of the proprietor, cannot be detained

from divifion among his heirs," fhews in how great refpeft

inheritance was held by him, and how little he was inclined to

confider as annexed to the fovereign power, the property of the

lands of the countries it governed.

But the fame moderation and good policy has not been found

among his fucceflbrs. His code has been perverted to fan&ion

abufes, or trampled on by the infolence of power.

In many of the countries over which the Othman emperor

exercifes or claims the fovereign authority, the property of the

land is claimed by the Government in right of conqueft

;

and though material exceptions rauft have had place in Egypt,

with rtfpea to the great number who embraced Moham-
medifm, or confented to pay the Jisuit

and who confcquently

did not forfeit their lands, all thefe diftin&ions are now con-

founded, and, alienations, forfeitures, and, more than all, violence,

have reduced the whole to one undiftinguiflied mafs.

The
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The greater part of the lands in Egypt, is to be confidered as

divided between the Government, and the religious bodies who
perform the fervice of the mofques, who have obtained pofTef-

fion of what they now hold by the munificence of princes and

rich men, or by the meafures taken by individuals for the

benefit of their pofterity. The property of the mofques is

called ivakf a term fignifying, in its technical acceptation, the

appropriation of a thing in fuch a way, that the proprietor's

right in it (hall continue, but the profit belong tofome charitable

eftablifhment.

*

From the right which the Government claims to inherit-

ances, and the ruinous fines paid on readmiflion, thofe who

have landed property frequently make this appropriation to the

mofque, and their lands become part of the waif of that

eftablifhment. The Government then has no farther claim on

them. But the appropriator takes care, at the fame time, that

his next heir, or if a minor, truftees on his behalf, under the

name of Mutzvaiii, {hall receive the rents, and fo on, as long as

any heirs remain in the family. The individual continues in

the fecure receipt of his income, paying however annually a

fmall proportion of it to the adminiftratore of the mofque.

It will hence be obferved, that in Egypt, a large proportion

of the tenants and cultivators hold either of the Government,

or the procurators of the mofques. To the perfonal eafe of the

cultivator, and the general good of the whole, it is of little

confequence which. For there is one circumftance common to

them
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them both, viz. that their lands, becoming unoccupied, are

never let but on terms ruinous to the tenant. For as there is a

number of bidders, and the managers of them are exorbitant in

their demands, the tenant becomes accefibry to his own mifery,

by engaging to pay the owner fo large a portion of the product,

that his profits are abfolutely infignificant.

Thefe contracts are of various forms, but commonly made

for a given number of years, or for life, in the nature of leafes.

The occupier, aflifted by his family, is the cultivator ; and in

the operations of hufbandry fcarcely requires any other aid.

When the Nile rifes, thofe who are employed to water the

fields are commonly hired labourers. Volney * has (aid gene-

rally, that the peafants of Egypt are hired labourers. It will

hence be feen to how fmall a portion of them thofe terms can

be properly applied.

mf;
t
* i.;fj w.ii v.I: *p i ^tftf. wli JwE .

The hired fervants of the great are paid chiefly by having

their food provided for them, and receiving occasionally pre-

fents of clothes; excepting what they obtain by extortion,

opportunities of which are given even to the loweft menial, by

the fyftem of terror eOabUIhed in the country.

The tenant of land commonly holds no more than he and

his family can cultivate, and gather the produce of. Yet he is

far from being a villain, attached to the foil, having always the

power of quitting his farm to obtain another in a different

• Englilh edit. P . 188.

quarter.

1
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quarter. It however often happens, that families are connected

with a particular fpot for a great length of time. I have met

with perfons of that defcription at Ben-Ali near Aifiut, whofe

anceftors of the fifth remove had refided in the fame fpot.

M
I ufed to i moke tobacco," (faid one of them, a very old man,)

M but it coft me a 1mo ft a para a-day, and times are always

" growing worfe, fo now I am fatisfied with a dry reed, till the

" mafter (ify) free me from thefe embarraflments,"

I fhall now return to the topography and population of this

great city. It has been originally walled, but at prefent only

fragments remain. The dimenfions of the city from North to

South * greatly exceed thofe from Eaft to Weft. There are

feveral open fpaces, but the houfes, generally fpeaking, are clofe

to each other. The Cbaligc
%
which pierces the city from North

to South, commencing near Mifr-el-Attike', aflumes various

afpe&s, according to the feafon of the year. Its molt per-

manent character is that of a dunghill, a public receptacle for

all kinds of offal. Before the rife of the Nile, it is cleaned, and

becomes a ftreet ; it is then filled by the increafe of the river,

and exhibits the appearance of a canal covered with boats.

Here it may be remarked in general concerning that noble

river, that its rife feems to remain the fame as in the moft

antient times, namely, fixtcen cubits, or twenty-four feet in

perpendicular height. The medium increafe is nearly four

* The length may be eftlmated at about three thoufand five hundred yards.

inches
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inches a*day ; and takes place, as is well known, from the end

of June to the beginning of September, from which period to

the following folftice it is gradually falling, again to rife.

Thofe verfed in antient aftronomy know, that the rife of the

river was indicated by the heliacal rifing of Sirius, or the Dog-

ftar, a few mornings before ; whence that ftar was denominated,

as rcfembling the fidelity of a dog, in warning his mailer to

remove his effects from the ravages of the ftream. It is aflerted

that Sihor, or Sihir, is an antient name of the Nile, as well as

the Indus, whence Sirit, corruptly Sirius, another appellation

of the moft brilliant of all the fixed ftars.

Mr. Gray's wdl-known defcription of Egypt, as immerfed

under the influx of the Nile, is exquiikely poetical, but far

from juft. Iu Upper Egypt the river is confined by high banks,

which prevent any inundation into the adjacent country. This

is alfo the cafe in Lower Egypt, except at the extremities of

the Delta, where the Nile is never more than a few feet below

the furface of the ground, and where inundation of courfe

takes place. But the country, as may be expeded, is without

habitations. The fertility of Egypt arifes from human art.

The lands near the river are watered by machines ; and if they

extend to any width, canals have been cut. The fodl in general

rs fo rich as to require no manure. It is a pure black mouM,

free from (tones, and of a very tenacious and unQuous nature.

"When left uncultivated, I have oWerved fiffures, arifing from

the extreme heat, of which a fpear of fix feet could not reach

the bottom.

The
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The greateft breadth of this majeftic river may be computed

at two thoufand feet, or about a third of a mile. Its motion is

even flower than that of the Thames, and does not exceed three

miles an hour. The water is always muddy : in April and

May, when it is cleareft, it has ftill a cloudy hue. When
it overflows, the colour is a dirty red. It is replete with a

variety of fifli ; thofe I have chiefly obferved are, Bulti, Labrus

Niloticus ; Kelb-tl-babr \ Farbon
\
Cbarmut, a round fifli about

eight inches long, and faid to be poifonous; Tabdn-el-babr,

the eel, Muraena Anguilla; Nefijb, apparently a fpecies of

falmon, and found of very large fize. It feems not now deter-

minable of what fpecies, or whether of any now known, was

the fifli called Oxyryncbus, fo famous in the antiquities of Egypt

D'Anville fays it is the one now called Kejhcr. The beft is the

BuUi, fomewhat like the white trout, but fometimes attaining

fuch a fize as to weigh fifty pounds. Except good and large

eels, none of the fifh have a ftrid fimilitude of the European.

From Kahira to Afsuan, a diftance of about three hundred

and fixty miles, the banks, except where rocky, prefent no

natural plant; they fomewhat refemble the fteps of Hairs, and

are fown with all forts of efculent vegetables, chiefly that ufeful

plant the Bamea. It grows to a little more than three feet in

height, with leaves like thofe of the currant-bulh ; and produces

oblong aculeated pods, which lend a pleafant flavour to the repaft.

Among feveral kinds of water-fowl which frequent the Nile,

may be mentioned what is here called the Turkey goofe, Anas

Nilotica, Lin. a large fowl, the flelh of which is palatable and

falubrious food.

k Other
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Other ftriking and antient features of this diftinguifhcd ftream,

are the rafts of Belajfa^ or large white jars, ufed for carrying

water; little rafts of gourds, on which a fingle perfon conducts

himfelf with great philofophical dignity acrofs the ftream ; and

the divers, who, concealing their heads in pumpkins, approach

the water-fowl unperceived, and feize them hy the legs. Con-

cerning the crocodile and hippopotamus fo much has been faid,

that I defpair of adding any thing new. The latter I never

faw or heard of in Egypt ; in Nubia they are faid to abound.

The crocodile itfelf feems reduced in number, and is confined

to the diftrict above Afliut, where he is dangerous to bathers.

A young man bathing at Dendera, a day or two before I

arrived, had his leg bitten off by one of thofe unwieldy animals.

Parallel to the Cbalige * runs the principal ftreet. It mould

be obferved that the houfes of the Europeans are all on the

Chaligey the ftench of which has been fuppofed to operate in

producing the peftilence, to which that order of men is how-

ever the leaft fubjecl. The mofques in Kahira are computed

at more than three hundred ; four or five of them far exceed-

ing the reft in fplendor. The yama el Avz-her is a very confi-

derable eleemofynary cftablilhment, fupplying chiefly poor

ecclefiaftics, to the amount of fome thoufands, with broth and

other articles. Moft of the mendicants in Kahira are eccle-

fiaftics, who urge their ftudies as an excufe for idlenefs. Blind-

nefs, I know not from what caufe, affecting one or both eyes, is

* The city is ft'ill infefted with the ufual herds of dogs, and the kites ftill

fhriek wildly over the canal; while the turtle-doves, unmoleftcd by men or

children, breed in the houfes, building their nefts under the projecting beams.

extremely
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extremely common among the Egyptian beggars. The mofque

called Jama el Az-ber is one of the mod magnificent of Kahira,

ornamented with pillars of marble, and Perfian carpets. The

property attached to this mofque is immenfe. A fhech, being

an ecclefiaftic of the higheft order, prefides over the eftablifli-

ment ; which alfo fupports a number of perfons diftinguifhed

for their profound fkill in theology, and accurate knowlegc of

literal Arabic. It is furniflicd with an cxtenfive collection of

MSS. and lectures are read on all fubjects which are here

called fc'icnttfic, being commonly removed fartheft from

fcicncc.

The other mofques moft frequented are, that of Sultan el

Gbouri, el Hajfanem y
and, of later date, that erected by Mo-

hammed Bey Abudhahab. For the conftruction of the latter

the moft coftly materials were provided, and it is efteemed a

chef-ctceuvre of oriental magnificence.

The Saracenic ftructure on the ifland Rouda, which contains

the Mo&tias, or Nilometer, has been rcprcfented in various deftgns,

and repeatedly defcribed. The graduation of it is confufed,

imperfect, and not to be depended on : fo that they who would

inform themfelves correctly as to the Nile's increafe, mould

make their obfervation on fome fmooth furface, waflied by the

river, and perpendicular to its plane ; never depending on the

public report, which the cryers are fuborned to make agreeable

to the will of government ; and which at the beginning of the

increafe generally exceeds the truth, and afterwards falls ftiort

of it.

k 2 Large
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Large and furaptuous refcrvoirs arc found in various parts of

the city, where water is given to paficngers. Baths, adorned

with marble, and provided with every poflible convenience, and

plenty of water, alfo abound. The attendants arc extremely

dextrous, and the charge very rcafonablc.

The Okals, or warehoufes, are fpacious, ftrongly built, com-

modious and clean. Tbefe are for wholefale goods. For retail,

are the bazars, as Kb&n Cbalil, Hamjawi, &c. extenfivc build-

ings, with convenient mops, each trade in its allotted quarter,

and copioufly fupplied with every commodity.

Through the greater part of the city the houfes are built with

ftone, two, or fometimes three ftories high, with Hat roofs. The

windows of the upper ftories are latticed, the ground floor

being either a fhop or having no windows to the ftreet. Some-

times the lattices fuffice ; a few have paper windows, fome of

the rich have glafs.

The houfes of the great chiefly furround Birket-cl-fil, a pool

which receives the Nile water from the Cbaligc. The palace of

a Bey contains a fquare court, one or two fides occupied by his

Mamluks. Apart is the Harem. The room in which the Bey

generally fits in fummer has a contrivance in the roof to admit

a copious fupply of frefh air. In Kahira fire is only employed

in cookery, the ericas of cold being fufficiently obviated by

warmer clothing.

The
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The apartments of the women are furnifhed with the fined

and moft expenfive articles ; but thofe of the men are only re-

markable for a plain ftyle of neatnefs. The houfes in general

are irregular, but fubftantial and commodious.

The Mamluk* breakfaft before fun-rife, make their fecond

meal at ten, and the third about five in the afternoon. Animal

food abounds. A large difli of pilau appears in the middle of

the table, furrounded with fmall difhes of meat, fifli, and fowls.

The meat is cut into minute pieces before it be drefTed. Drink

only water, and immediately after the meal, coffee is ferved.

At the tables of the great Jbtrbet is introduced. Egypt pro-

duces no wine ; the Greeks and Franks procure that commo-

dity from other quarters.

The Egyptians Mill make a fermented liquor of maize, millet,

barley or rice, but it bears little refemblancc to our ale. It is of

a light colour, and in the hot feafon will not keep above a day

;

but it is fufficiently pleafant to the tafte. It is drank in confi-

derable quantities in Kahira and in Said. The native Christians

moftly diftil for themfelves, from dates, a liquor called by the

general name Araki\ it is alfo made from currants, or the

fmall grapes imported from Ccrigo.

When brought into the houfes, the water of the Nile is put

into jars, called bammam, previoufly rubbed, in the infide, with

a kind of pafte, made of bitter almonds. Thus prefcrved, it

becomes quite clear and limpid in two hours. But it is often

drank in its mofl muddy ftate, without any ill effects.

The
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The eyes and fingers are the only parts of a woman that are

vifible in public. In general, the women of Kahira are not

tall, but well formed. The upper ranks tolerably fair, in

which and in fatnefs, confift the chief praifes of beauty in the

Egyptian climate. They marry at fourteen or fifteen, and at

twenty are paired their prime. For what reafon the natives of

hot climates ordinarily prefer women of large perfons, I have

not been able to difcover. Ncverthelefs, the Coptic women

have interefting features, large black eyes, and a genteel

form.

The population of Kahira confifts, I. of the Arabs, or

lower clafs of Mohammedans, who form the body of the

people, and who pride themfelves in the name of ibn Arab^

fon of an Arabian. 2. Of the Coptic Chriftians, who form a

confiderable number, here and in Upper Egypt ; in the Delta

they are rare. 3. Mamluks. I was allured that, during the

laft eleven years, not fewer than fixteen thoufand white Haves,

of both fexes, have been imported into Egypt. A plague had

carried off a thoufand Mamluks, and other caufes had re-

duced their number to about eight thoufand, fo that there

was a great demand for the article. Still I cannot venture

to eftimate the number of Mamluks at more than ten or

twelve thoufand. 4. Creeks, Syrians, and Armenians
;
Mug-

grebins, from Tripoli, Tunis, and Morocco, who have a

quarter to themfelves, are remarkable for induftry and fru-

gality, and are attracted hither by the great profits of trade.

Other Mohammedans from Arabia Proper, and yet farther

Eaft. There are very few Turks eftabliflied in Egypt, but

many
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many come hither on bufinefs, and return to Conftantinople.

Jews were once numerous, but are now on the dccreafe. Exclu-

fively of negro Haves in every houfe, there are blacks from Nubia,

who act as porters at the gates of the rich, and fomctimes fell

bouza and eatables.

In general, the total population of Kahira cannot certainly be

eftimated at lefs than three hundred thoufand fouls. Egypt

may contain, in all, two millions and a half.

In fpeaking of the population of Egypt, and other countries

under the fame circumftances, it may be remarked, that among

ourfelves, to obtain a tolerably correct knowlege of the num-

ber of people in a town or city, it is fufficient to know the

number of houfes, and the average number of inhabitants in

each houfe. In Egypt the cafe is widely different. A large

proportion of the people has no vifible dwelling. The flighted

flielter fufficcs to protect them from the inconfiderable variations

of a regular climate, and obfcurity, under the falcon eye of

power always a blefling, is here fought with peculiar avi-

dity.

Of all thofe descriptions of men, the Copts, or original inha-

bitants, moft intercft curiofity. There are fome peculiarities of

feature common to all of them. I was not {truck with any re-

femblance of the negro features or form. Their hair and eyes

are indeed of a dark hue, and the former is often curled ; but

not in a greater degree than is occafionally fecn among Euro-

peans. The nofe is often aquiline, and though the lips be

fometimes
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fometimes thick, by no means generally fo ; and on the whole,

a ftrong refemblance may be traced between the form of vifcge

in the modern Copts, and that prefented in the antient mum-
mies, paintings, and ftatues.

Their complexion, like that of the Arabs, is of a dufky

brown ; it is reprefented of the fame colour in the paintings

which I have feen in the tombs of Thebes.

The Coptic language may be confidered as extinct. Nu-
merous and minute refearches have enabled me to afcertain this

fad. In Upper Egypt, however, they unknowingly retain

fome Coptic words, fuch as Boy&ni, the name of a month.

Neverthelefs, in the Coptic monafteries, the prayers are read

in Arabic, and the epiftle and gofpel in Coptic ; but the prieft

is a mere parrot, repeating a dead letter. Coptic manufcripts

are found in foine of the convents, and leave to copy them

might be obtained from the Patriarch.

Their creed is the Monothelite, or Eutychian herefy. The

folely divine nature of Chrift, the proceflion of the Holy Ghoft

from the Father alone. The Copts embrace tranfubftantiation ; in

which, and other points, the Catholics of Kahira think they

approach their faith nearer than the Greeks. Yet the Copt*

have adopted from the Mohammedans the cuftom of frequent

proftrations during divine fervice, and of public individual

prayer ; of ablution after the conjugal rites, &c.

The
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The Copts are an acute and ingenious people. They are

generally writers and accomptants. In bufinefs they accu-

mulate money fteadily, without (hew ;
long experience having

taught them, what the other Chriftians have yet to learn, that,

under an arbitrary government, obfeurity is fafcty. Melancholic

in their temperament, but when called into action, induftrious

and laborious. Otherwife, fond of their diftilled liquor, and

rather licentious in their amours. The Copts are zealous in

their faith, and their ecclcfiaftics arc numerous.

It is remarkable, that in Egypt the children of Europeans

feldom furvive their fecond or third year. This proceeds, it is

likely, from the improper warmth of place and clothing, in

which they are kept by the injudicious fondnefs of their pa-

rents, while the children of the natives run about almoft naked,

and enjoy a conftitution firm and vigorous.
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CHAP. VI.

KAHIRA.

Commerce—Manufaclures—Mint—Cajilc and -well—Mifr attikc

—Anticnt mofqtte—Antient Babylon—Fojlat—Bulak—Jize—
Tomb o/Sbafei—Plcafurc-boats—Charmers ofSerpents—Magic

—Dancing girls—Coffee-boufes—Price of froviftons—Recent

biftory of Egypt—Account of the prefent Beys.

13 i he the revolution in commerce, occafioned by the dif-

covery of the paflage to India by the Cape of Good Hope, that

of Kahira was very extenfive. It has fince gradually declined,

and is now reftricted to the following articles.

From Yemen are imported coffee, odours, gems, and feveral

ufeful drugs. From Surat, and other neighbouring parts of

India, muflins and various articles of cotton manufacture, a

portion of the fpices of Ceylon ; fhawls from Cafhmir.

Kahira may ftill be regarded as the metropolis of the trade of

eaftern Africa, as Tripoli chiefly poffelTes that of the weft. A
few flaves are brought from Habbefh (Abyffinia) by the way of

Jidda and Mecca. Caravans pafs to and from Sennaar, Dar-

Fur, and Fezzan, bringing flaves, gold-duft, ivory, horns of

Rhinoceros, Oftrich feathers, gum, drugs.

There
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There is another uncertain caravan from Morocco, which

employs five thoufand camels for merchandife ; part pafles to

Mecca, and part remains to tranfact bufinefs, and await the

return of the pilgrims. The other caravans are merely for the

carriage of goods ; and the camels are fupplied by the Arabs,

who rove through the deferts which form the boundaries of

Egypt.

The navigation of the Red Sea cannot be conducted upon

worfe principles than it is by the Egyptians and Arabs. The

fhips are conftructed on a wrong plan, being £harp, while the

mallows and rocks require veflels that draw little water ; and

they are overcharged with pafTengers and goods. Hence the

pauagc would be dangerous, even if managed by able navi-

gators ; but the mariners here are extremely unlkilful, and only

pique themfelvcs on avoiding the funk rocks near the more, in

which it mud be confefled they are very dextrous. The mips

employed by perfons refiding in Egypt are thirty-feven in num-

ber, fo far as I could learn from an agent at Suez, and fo many

are loft, that the continual building barely fupplies the ufual

number.

European imports in general have been fpecined under the

head Alexandria. From Tunis and Tripoli are brought oil,

red caps, of a particular manufacture, for which Tunis is

famous, and fine flannel, ufed for garments by the Bedouins and

others. From Syria arrive cotton, filk, crude and manufac-

tured, foap, tobacco, beads of glafs. From Conftantinople,

l 2 befides

<
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befidcs white flaves, male and female, all kinds of brafs, copper,

and iron manufactures.

Proceeding to exports, thofe to Europe have been mentioned

in treating of Alexandria, and thofe to Dar-Fur (hall be enume-

rated when we come to vifit that kingdom. To Sennaar and

Fezzan, the fame with Dar-Fur. Hedjas, in Arabia, is wholly

fupplied with grain from Egypt, but the trade to India and

Jidda is carried on chiefly by money. To Conftantinople, black

flaves, chiefly eunuchs, great quantities of coffee, and fome

Indian goods, though thefe be for the mod part conveyed

thither by caravans.

Egypt was formerly the granary of Rome and of Conftan-

tinople. The exports of rice remain very great, with confi-

dcrablc quantities of wheat from Upper Egypt, in favourable

years. No oats are feen in Egypt ; and the barley is confumed

by the horfes.

To Syria are exported rice, crude leather, flax, and fonic-

times wheat.

The manufactures at Kahira are not numerous. The fugar

cane being cultivated with cafe in Egypt, it was manufactured

in great quantities at Kahira, lb as to fupply Conftantinople.

But a capital being rcquifite, Government made demands on it

which crufhed the trade. The 1'ugar, though of lets ftrcngth

than that of the Weft ladies, was nevertheless well refined, of

a clofc
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a clofe texture, pure and of a light white. It is now extremely

bad, and fo fcarce as to fell for fourteen pence the pound,

retail.

The fal ammoniac made at Kahira is of a very good quality.

Glafs lamps, faltpetre, and gun- powder, red and yellow lea-

ther, for home-confumption. There is a great manufacture of

linen cloth made of the fine Egyptian flax.

The mode almoft peculiar to Kahira, of hatching eggs with-

out incubation, has been very minutely defcribed by former

travellers.—The practice is faid by the Egyptians to proceed

from the experience that, at a certain feafon, the eggs foftered

only by the hens are commonly unprolific. Of thofe hatched

in the ovens, on the contrary, not quite one third is loft.—The
ovens where thefe eggs are placed are of the moil fimple con-

ftru&ion, confifting only of a low arched apartment of clay.

Two rows of (helves are formed, and the eggs placed on each

in fuch a manner as not to touch each other. They arc (lightly

moved five or fix times in twenty-four hours, and the whole

time they are in the oven does not exceed twenty-two days,

when the chickens free thcmfelves from the fhcll. All poffiblc

care is taken to diffufe the heat equally throughout, and there

is but one fmall aperture, large enough to admit a man Hoop-

ing. During the firft eight days the heat is rendered great,

and, during the laft eight is gradually diminifhed ; till at length,

when the young brood is ready to come forth, it is reduced

almoft to the ftate of the natural atmofphere. At the end of

the firft eight days, it is known which eggs will not be pro-

ductive.
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duftive. Thofe who have eggs to be hatched, bring them to

the matter of the oven, and contract to pay fo much a hundred
;

and when the chickens appear, he receives his money on deli-

vering them. Thofe which have not fucceeded, arc required

to be produced. The oven is public property.

Kahira is the only mint for Egypt, where they ftrike in gold

mahbubs and half mahbubs; the firft about five {hillings in

value. In copper wafhed with fdver the fmall coins worth

about a halfpenny, and called in Turkifh paras, in Arabic

diivam, fuddba, or maid: : by European writers, afters, and

mcdints. On one fide is the name of the reigning Sultan, on

the reverie, M'tfr, and the date.

The mint is fixed in the caftle, built by the celebrated Tuf-

fuf aim Moddafar ibn Aiub, whofc title of honour was Salah-

eddin, in the fixth century of Mohammedifm. The people of

the country, who are in the habit of confounding all hiftory

and chronology, attribute it to Jofcph the fon of Ifaac, whofe

palace they fay it was ; but it is unneceflary to confute an opi-

nion wholly unfupported by facts. Including the quarters of

the Janizaries and Aflabs (the latter of whom no longer cxift),

the building occupies a large fpace. But it is irregular, and the

Pafha's apartments are mean and incommodious. The well is

of great depth, and has been hewn with much labour through

the folid rock, but as that rock is of a foft nature, the magni-

tude of the work is not comparable to that of fomc excavations

which have been executed in fcvcral other places. The broken

remains of the palace of Salah-eddin, arc indeed worthy of

remark.
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remark. An apartment of great length overlooks the city, the

river, and the adjacent country ; and feveral beautiful columns

raife their heads out of the general wreck. In a chamber of

this building is fabricated the embroidered cloth, which the

munificence of the Porte annually devotes to the ufe of the

Kaba.

Mifr-el-Attike, to the South of the prefent city, is pleafantly

fituated, and well inhabited. It can now only be efteemed a

faux-bourg of the former. A mofque there, laid, probably

without reafon, to have been built by order of the Chalife

Omar, was lately refcued from the oblivion to which it was

battening, by the mandate of Murad Bey. This mofque iff a

building of great extent; there may be thirty or thirty-five

columns remaining in their original pofition. The reft have

been reverfed, and again fet up without any regard to order.

The raoft perfect remain is a fmall ottagon building in the

middle of the mofque, fupported by eight Corinthian columns,

the (haft, about ten feet high, of blue-and-white marble. In

this fmall edifice is a chamber, which is faid never to have been

opened. Multitudes of columns appear around, to the num-

ber of more than a hundred, fome in black marble, one has a

fmall cavity, fabled an imprcflion made by the hand of the

Prophet. The cement is fo hard as to evince that the Saracens

were no ftrangers to the antient mode of preparing it. Many
arches of an elliptical form remain, and fome inferiptions, on

the Weft, probably the place of the antient gate, as it is of the

modern.

Antient
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Antient Arabic books, fome of them in the Kuphic cha-

racter, have been recently difcovered here, in a cellar, under

lock and key, and inclofed in a fycamore cheft. Some of them

are on vellum, and very beautiful. Such a number was found

as filled a very large cheft. Murad Bey, being informed that

treafures were hid under the antient mofque, had recourfe to

the finefle of pretending to rebuild it ; he did rebuild part of a

wall ; and the cellar and books were difcovered in clearing the

foundations.

From the convent of St. George, one diftinguifties clearly

on the weft the ruins of an antient city, afcertaincd to have

been the Babylon built by the Perfians. They conftitute merely

a heap of rubbtfh, already defcribed by former travellers.

Foftat is a long ftreet, running parallel to the river, and

occupying part of the fpace between Kahira and its bank. It

nearly joins Mifr-el-Attike on the South.

Bulak is a large irregular town, which has gradually rifen

around the place of embarkation. It is marked by an extenfive

and convenient okal, built by Ali Bey the Great, and called

the Alexandrian okal, being chiefly ufed for goods brought

from that city. Gardens, filling the fertile grounds between

the houfes, and betwixt Bulak and Kahira, afford an ample

fupply of fruits and vegetables. Boats croud the river at

Bulak, which is the port of Lower Egypt, as Mifr-el-Attike is

of the Upper.

An
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An ifland is fituated in the middle of the river, nearly oppo-

fite Bulak, where Murad Bey has a kind of fummer-houfe, or

place of retirement. Here are alfo feveral gardens. On the

oppofite coaft is Embabil, a village, where cows are kept, that

furnilh excellent butter.

Farther to the fouth, and nearly oppofite Mifr-el-Attike', is

Jiza, a confiderable town, fortified by Ifmail Bey, who alfo

built a palace there, completed and fince inhabited by Murad

Bey, by whom has been eftabliflied a foundery, conftrucled by

a Zanthiotc, who has embraced Mohammcdifm. -I found fix

mortars and twenty-three cannon, fome of them however

almoft ufelefs. Three of the mortars and fix of the field-

pieces, caft by that Zanthiote, were excellent, confidering the

place, the inftruments, and the workmen. The guns are

twenty-four, eighteen, and twelve pounders. Thefe are in

referve, and the Bey has a larger number mounted, in different

parts of the fort. The walls of Jiza are of great extent, and

have only one gate to the country
;
they are ten feet high,

three feet thick, and hive fix half-moons : but are only fit to

refill cavalry, the original intention in railing them. Murad

Bey has fuffered the iron work about the loop-holes, &c. to

be plundered or ruined.

The palace is in the fouthern quarter of Jiza, clofe to the

water. It has numerous apartments for the Mamluks, and

every convenience for eafe or luxury.

M Murad
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Murad Bey has, of late years, thought it neceflTary to inflitute

a marine ; to effect which, he has caufed three or four veffels

to be built, and has purchafed fome from the Europeans. The

whole has been attended with no fmall expenfe, and promifes no

adequate advantage. The largeft of thefe veffels carries twenty-

four guns. Six of them were moored before Jiza, whence they

cannot be navigated, except during the time of the Nile's in-

creafe. They were well appointed, and had their full comple-

ment of mariners, chiefly Greeks of the Archipelago, moderately

fkilful in their art, and receiving every encouragement from

the Bey. They were commanded by a native of Sagos named

Nikola rets, Admiral, or Captain Nicholas.

Not far fouth of Jiza is Gevaret-ed-dahab
y

a fmall ifland, in-

tended, as appears, by Diodorus Siculus under the name of

Venus aurea.

North-cafl. of the city are gardens, and fome fpacious houfes,

the property of the great, who occafionally leave the city to di-

vert thcmielvcs in this retreat ; and have there an open fpace>

where the Mamluks perform their military evolutions, and ex-

ercife their horfes. The ground under the mountains to the

Eaft is filled with tombs. The mountain is of white fand and

calcareous ftonc, and deftitute of verdure.

The tomb of the Imam Shafei is without the walls of the

city, near the caftle. It is in a mofque of good architecture,

and kept in complete repair. On Friday, the day of devotion

among the Mohammedans, the women being at liberty to vifit

the
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the tombs of their relations, crowd to this mofque to provide

fubftitutes, the place being the Daphne of Kahira, and facred to

the blandiflimente of Venus.

There is a much more confiderable canal, ftylcd Chal'tge ibn

Menji, which, from its opening to the Nile near Bulak, extends

to Billets, (according to D'Anville, the Pbarbatbus of antiquity,

which Herodotus, Pliny, and Ptolemy, make the capital of a

Nome,) where it joins another canal, and paffes to the lake

Sbeib.

The pleafure boat6 ufed by the great on the increafe of the

Nile are very numerous. They are light and of elegant form

;

rowers from four to eight Thofe for the women covered

with wainfcot ; fuch as are for the ufe of the men, are covered

above, and open at the fides, or only latticed. Others are kept

for hire, like the Venetian gondolas. They are ufed in the

chalige, and upon the river.

The gates of Kahira are numerous ; but the mod ftriking

aTe two at the northern extremity of the city, called Bab-el-

Nafr, and Bab-el-Fitucby which prefent a fplendid difplay of

Saracenic architecture.

Romeili is an open place, of an irregular form, where feats of

juggling are performed. The charmers of ferpents alfo fecm

worthy of remark, their powers appearing extraordinary. The

ferpent raoft common at Kahira is of the viper clafs, and un-

M 2 doubtedly
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doubtedly poifonous. If one of them enter a houfe, the charmer

is fent for, who ufes a certain form of words. I have feen

three ferpents enticed out of the cabin of a fliip, lying near the

more. The operator handled them, and then put them into a

bag. At other times I have feen the ferpents twift round the

bodies of thefe Pfylli in all directions, without having had

their fangs extracted or broken, and without doing them any

injury.

The Egyptians pretend to numerous kinds of magic. The

powerful influence of the name of the Divinity, Jfm Ulbb
y
an

account of which is contained in the Kitab-el-ribani
y is fup-

pofed to work various miracles. The mode of its application

is divided into balal
y
lawful, and baram

y unlawful. Though

the practice terminate in perpetual difappointmcnt, the credu-

lous, who ftill confide in it, are not few. There are three or

four places on the mountain, above Kahira, to which the Arabs

afcribe fome influence of magic. El Maragay
where they fay

the earth trembles. B'ir-cl-kuffar
y
the well of the infidels.

—

Caf-

faat cl Moliik.—Ain cl Sire, a fpring of fait water, to which they

attribute medical virtues.

The dancing girls form a diftinct clafs. They are always

attended by an old man and woman, who play on mufical in-

ftruments, and look to the conduct of the girls, that they may
not beftow their favours for an inadequate reward

;
for, though

not chafte, they are by no means common. Their dances ex-

hibit all that the moft luxurious imagination can picture—all

the
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the peculiar motions and arts for which Martial has remarked

the Egyptians as celebrated,

Ncquitias Tellus frit dare nulla magh.

Their forms are elegant, their face6 rather expreflive than

beautiful.

The following amufements arc chiefly exhibited during the

Ramadan ;

After breaking the faft by fome refremments, the prayer

commences, which is a long one. The principal meal then

has place, and then the arrival of ftrangers to pay their refpects

to the Bey, or to tranfact bufinefs, occupies fome time. The

amufcments then commence. The Gerid and various other

exercifes are practifed by day-light, but at night wreftling is

commonly the firft. In this the lower clafs of people in Egypt

{hew confiderable vigour and activity at leaft, though perhaps

not confummate (kill. When the Bey and his company are

tired of thefe exercifes, fingers (male) appear. The plaintive

vocal mufic of Kahira, and the agreeable fenfations occafioned

by it, have been the fubject of remark to many who have de-

fcribed Egypt. Then appear the ftory-tellers, who with won-

derful readinefs and rapidity of utterance go through the roman-

tic adventures refembling the Tboufandand One Nights^ of which

the varieties are innumerable. Thefe are fucceeded [>y wits,

who with droll and unexpected fimilies often fet the company

in fits of laughter. The adverfary brings fome fimilitude equally

unexpected.—Whoever holds out the longed is rewarded as

conqueror.—" Methcl Sire"—" Let us wreftle in fimilies ;" the

other anfwers, " Ma Methel-lak"—" What is your fimilitude?"

" You
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" You are like the city afs, look fleek and carry dung." Some
of thefe have really a portion of wit, and it is almoft the only

occafion that I remember, when the Arabs exhibit any thing

that can properly be fo denominated. The place of thefe,

when they have received a prefent according to the plcafure of

the Bey, is often fupplied by female fingers, who frequently ac-

company their voices with an inftruraent, touched like the guitar.

There are women who are highly valued for this talent of

amufing the public ; and if any judgment may be formed

from the manner in which they arc fometimes rewarded, the

gratification of their auditors is far from being moderate. There

are occafions when fome of the Harem exhibit their vocal

powers in the prefence of fele£t company ; but this is not com-

mon ; and in that cafe the performer is concealed behind a

curtain or lattice.

The laft. arc the female dancers or gbaviafte. Thefe, it may
be fuppofed, if they arc able to fafcinate the eye of the multi-

tude, in the public ftreets, with only ordinary exertions, ncglctr.

not to have recourfe to the more laboured blandifhmcnts of

their art in the prefence of a prince.

PcbLiivariy rope-dancers, &c. are introduced, whofc exertions

arc not contemptible.

Chefs and the Polifli drafts arc the only games that arc in-

dulged in, and in thefe fome of the Beys arc (killed. They

play remarkably quick, and apparently without much preme-

ditation. But habit has given this facility. They praclife

daily, and their minds are occupied by few objects.

Convenient
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Convenient markets appear in every part of the city. Coffee-

houfes are equally numerous, where the natives pafs a great

part of the day fmokirtg and converfing. Thefe commonly

confift of one apartment, not very large. Only coffee and fire

for the pipe are furnifhed. But at Damafcus I afterwards faw

coffee-houfes remarkably large, fome of them placed over run-

ning water. The furniture is however very fimple, and unlike

the fplendid apartments, for the fame purpofes, to be feen in

Constantinople. One, in particular, at Damafcus, under the

caftle wall, is capable at a very moderate calculation of holding

one thoufand perfons : it has no walls, but an extenfive roof

fpreads over numerous benches, and it is encircled with trees

and water.

The number of fmall impofts in Egypt is almoft inconceiv-

able
; they are eftimated to amount to three hundred and fixty.

One is for all goods crofling from Jiza to Kahira ; a poor wo-

man bringing a bafket of eggs, worth two paras, mud pay the

fifth part of a para for patting. Upon the whole, the revenue

can hardly be raifed to a greater amount than it is.

In May 1792 there was a famine, occafioned by various ac-

cidental circumftances ; and wheat fold at 20 and 22 patackes

the arieb. In October 1796 it was at five patackes. When I

made my inquiries at the latter period, the following prices of

provifions were ftated

:

Mutton, per rotal, 10 paras.

Beef, ditto, 8 ditto.

Sugar,
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Sugar, per rotal, 20 to 25 paras.

Sweet oil, ditto, 12 ditto.

Milk, ditto, 4 ditto.

Tobacco of Ladakia, per oke, 45 to 70 paras.

Fowls, finall, 12 paras each.

The recent hiftory of Egypt, till the time of Ifmail Bey, is

fufficiently known. On the death of Ifmail, Haflan Bey fuc-

ceeded him in his office of Shcch-el-bellad, governor of the

city, and implying the precedence among the Beys. Haflan

was foon expelled by Murad Bey, who held the office till the

Capitan Paflia arrived from Conftantinoplc with a fleet, and

drove him into Upper Egypt. The Paftia, after fatisf>ing his

avarice, withdrew, and the Beys returned. Ibrahim Bey, who

had been a Have of Ali Bey the Great, had however acquired

fuch authority, that Murad was conftraincd to fhare the govern-

ment with him ; and they have fince ruled Egypt, Ibrahim as

Sbccb-cL-bellady and Murad as Defter-dar. Mutual jealoufies

prevail between them, each feeking the deftrudtion of the other.

They however confpire together to recruit the number of the

Mamluks, and to collect treafure from all quarters.

Thefe are confidered as ufurpers by the Beys of Upper

Egypt, who are favoured by the Porte ; one of whom, named

Ali, contrived to efcape from Said into Syria, where he courted

the neareft Pafha, Jczzar of Akka, to fupport their intereft; but

that potent and able leader refufed to liften to his fuggeftions,

or amufed him with falfe hopes.

The
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The year before I arrived, there had been a peftilence which

had deftroyed great numbers of the Mamluks. The next me-

morable event was the conteft with Alexandria, before ftated.

To ftrengthen his intereft, Ibrahim Bey had negotiated a

marriage between his daughter and another powerful Bey, of

the fame name, but no relation. The wedding-day, 30th of

Auguft 1792, was celebrated with great pomp. A fplcndid

equipage was prepared, in the European form, of a coach,

drawn by two horfes, and ornamented with wreaths of artificial

flowers, in which a beautiful flave from the Jbarem, perforating

the bride,whofe features were very plain, was carried through the

principal ftrects of Kahira. The blinds of the coach were how-

ever drawn up, and the fair deputy fat concealed. The procef-

iion was attended by fome Beys, feveral officers and Mamluks,

and ended at the houfe of the bridegroom, who received her

from the carriage in his arms. The Beys have baths in their

houfe s, otherwife this proceflion, on arriving at the houfe of

the bridegroom, would have attended the female to the bath,

and then returned thither. In general, at Kahira, the bride,

Completely veiled, walks under a canopy, and fupported by two

women, to the houfe of the bridegroom.

The fete had continued for three days preceding the marriage.

In the evening, fire-works were exhibited at the houfes of the

huiband and the father, and prefents of (hawls, caffetans, and

other parts of drefs and money were liberally diftributed. After

confummation the enfanguined cloth was ihown to the relations

of the bride, efpecially the mother. The virgin had been before

n inftrucled
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inftructed by matrons in what manner to receive the conjugal

embraces, and the fame women remained in an adjoining

chamber during this final ceremony, to lend afiiftance if re-

quired. The Oriental virgins marry in fuch early youth that

the marks of their purity are feldom deficient.

A curious circumftance occurred to mark the fyftematic rapa-

city of the Beys, which could not be lulled even by fuch a fea-

fon of feftivity. Ibrahim Bey, the father of the bride, having

heard that a company of female fingers, who ufually attend on

thefe occafions, had been employed in finging in Birket-el-fll,

the chief open place in the city, not only during the day, but

alfo moft part of the enfuing night, and had in confequencc col-

lected donations to a confiderable amount, fent for the lead-

ing woman to his houfe. She, fuppofing that (he had been fum-

moncd to receive fome reward, or that the charms of her voice

had been made known to the Bey, readily obeyed the mandate.

On entering the apartment, the firft queftion was, " How many

half fequins {nusfiat) did you collect yefterday ?"—She replied,

" About ten thoufand."—" Pay me eight thoufimd, then," laid

the Bey, *' and I will give you a note of credit on Ibrahim*

Jeuhari, my fecretary." The money was paid, but the woman
was turned out of the houfe without receiving any fecurity

whatever. She is faid to have died of the difappointment a

Ihort time after.

Some negotiations took place that fummer between the Beys

here, and thofe in Upper Egypt (whom I afterwards found at

Ifna, attended by a finall party of Mamluks) ; the former were

fo

Digitized by Googl



EGYPT, AND SYRIA. gt

fo powerful that they rejected the applications of the latter. Alt

continued quiet till I went to Upper Egypt.

I mall now endeavour to give fome idea of the moft cele-

brated Beys, who at prefent have the fway in this unhappy

country. Ibrahim Bey is upwards of fixty years of age, a tall

thin man, with an aquiline nofe. He is very avaricious, but

by his treafures and connections has fecured a large party. His

Mamluks may amount to about a thoufand. Though reputed

to manage the fabre with dexterity, he has nothing of enter-

prife in his character, which has the mean rapacity of the

vulture, nothing of the daring flight of the eagle.

> ... •.:/ A.-. •. : : • •
.

Murad Bey, once his fuperior, now his equal in power, has

pafled a life of tumult and activity. Originally a flave of Mo-
hammed Bey Abu-dhahab, at the head of a detachment of his

mailer's Mamluks, he defeated and made prifoner AH Bey the

great, whofe death Ihortly after enfued. Murad is detefted by

the Porte. He is an energetic character, and his profufion is

fupplied by his rapacity : about forty-five years of age, of a

replete habit of body. His Mamluks, in 1796, amounted to

about feventeen hundred. His party, though not fo numerous

as that of Ibrahim Bey, is yet of a more decided and military

ftamp. Murad Bey is married to the widow of his matter, the

daughter of the celebrated Ali Bey.

Next in power isMohammed Bey Elfi,a young man of not more

than thirty-five years: his name imports that he was bought for

a thoufand patackes. His mafter was Murad Bey, juft mentioned.

N 2 Quick
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Quick in apprehenfion, impetuous in a&ion. Mamluks eight

hundred. Power great and increafing.

Ibrahim Bey, el Ualit a name derived from the fecond mili-

tary magiftracy in the city, is a young man, about the fame age

with the laft. He is married, as has been mentioned, to the

daughter of the elder Ibrahim, and is firmly attached to his in-

terests. Of a fedate, yet firm character. Mamluks fix or feven

hundred.

Aiub Bey, tl xogbtir, or junior, is another powerful leader,

perhaps the rnoft eminent in capacity among the whole, and

on all occafions confulted by the reft. His age, between thirty

and forty. Mamluks not many. He is a prudent manager,

and rarely accufed of extortion.

Fatme, now the aged daughter of the famous Ali, is held in

much refpeft by all the Beys. Even Murad, her huiband, ftands

reverently in her prefence. When a Bey is appointed to a go-

vernment, he never fails to pay a vifit to this old lady, who
lectures him on his duties ; and will fay, " Do not pillage the

people ; they were always fpared by my father.*'
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CHAP. VIL
- . I* t • »

i ... •
-

Abftraii oftbe biftory ofAfrica in general\ and Egypt in particu-

lar, under tbe domination oftbe Arabs*

As this portion of hiftory is little known, and may lend ill ni-

tration to many topics difcuOTed in thefe pages, I have been in*

duccd to infert a brief idea of it,, abftra&ed chiefly, nor what

regards Africa, from the valuable work of Cardonne, a com-

pilation which has faved me much refearch into the original

writers *.

T '**.<*
. . x * » t

Syria and Perfia had already fallen under the rapid progrefs

of the followers of Mohammed, and it was fo early as the 19th

year of the Hejira, the 640th of the Chriftian «ra, that the

Chalif Omar commanded Amru to fubdue Egypt. Memphis,

or Mifr, fubmitted through the treafon of the governor ; but

Alexandria flood a liege of fourteen months. The lofs of the

library has been much regretted ; it was probably replete with

the abfurd philofophy and divinity of the times ; and amid the
. ...

Hiftoirc de 1'Afrique, et de 1'Efpagne fous la domination des Arabes ; coih-

pofee fur diflfcrens Manufcrits Arabe* de la Bibliotheque du Roi, par M. Car-

donne, &c. Paris 1765, 3 tomes iamo. It is to be regretted that the learned

author did not divide his work into epochs and chapters, and particularly fepa-

rate the biftory df Africa from that of Spain.

number
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number of libraries in the Greek empire, it is impoflible to con-

ceive, that the work of any truly valuable author mould have

exiflcd only in one copy.

A. I). 643. A famine defolating Arabia, Amru re-opened the

canal, formed by the Romans from Memphis to the Red Sea.

The capita? feat of the Chalifs being foon after removed from

Medina to Damafcus, it was neglected and went to ruin.

A. D. 647. Abd-ullah, governor of Egypt, proceeds to the

conqueft of Africa. He vanquifhes the Greek patrician Gre-

gory in the battle of Yakub.

PART L

AFRICA.

THIS and the fubfequcnt events are fo ably narrated by Mr.

Gibbon *, that it would be prcfumptuous to enter the fame

ground. It is fufficicnt to obferve that the Arabs, alternately

advancing and repulfcd, were not complete mafters of Africa,

or rather that portion of this vaft continent which extends

along the Mediterranean Sea, till about the year 709 of our

xra. They had not only been oppofed by the Greeks, but by

the Berbers, or natives of the Weft. Thefe Berbers were, ac-

cording to Cardonne, an ancient Arabian colony, which had

* Vol. ix. p. 448—46(5, 8vo.

migrated
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migrated into Africa, and retained its native fpeech. They

were divided into five tribes, which now amount to about

fix hundred lineages, partly dwelling under tents, and partly

in towns and villages.

Mufa ben Nafr had effectuated the conqueft of Africa before

he proceeded to that of Spain. Till this period Africa had re-

mained an appendage to the government of Egypt, which was

in quiet fubmiffion to the Chalifs, fucceflfors of Mohammed. But

Abd-el-aziz, governor of Egypt, having been guilty of great ex-

tortions from Haflan the general in Africa, the Chalif, Walid P.

had afligned to Mufa an independent authority.

Mohammed-ben-Yezid fucceeded Mufa in the government

of Africa.

A. D. 721. Nechre'n Sefiran was appointed governor of

Africa by the Chalif Yezid, and died in 727, after having made

fome incurfions into the interior of that continent.

The natives foon after revolted againft the Arabs, whom they

defeated with great Daughter.

A. D. 741. Hantele-ben-SefFran, governor of Egypt, was

fent againft them by the Chalif Hakim. He fucceeded in his

enterprife ; fubdued the infurgents with great Daughter, and re-

gained pofleflion of Cairoan, the Arabian capital of Africa,

founded by Akbal, about A. D. 670, fifty miles to the fouth of

Tunis.

The
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The revolt reviving, Hantele again conquered the rebels,

whofe vaft army was conducted by Abd-cl-wahhad. The ex-

aggeration of the Arabian authors computes the iniurgents flain

at an hundred and fixty thoufand ; and Hanteie, in giving an

account of his operations to the Chalif Hakirn, reported that

a more fanguinary contcft had never been fought.

.
•

.

A. D. 749. The fceptre of the Chalifs palling from the

Ommiades to the Abbaffides, Abd-el-rachman, governor of

Africa, refufed tribute, affembled the people in the mofque of

Cairoan, tore his robe, and abjured the authority of the new

Chalif.

Abd-el-rachman being flain by hi* brothers, a civil war

arofe.

A. D. 772. The Chalif Abn-Manfur Djafar fends Yezid

with a ftrong army to regain Africa. He fuccceds, re-efta-

bliOies tranquillity, and attract arts and manufactures to Cai-

roan the capital.

A. D. 786. On the death of Yezid, the Chalif names Dawud,

fon of that leader, to be his fucceflbr. Dawud conquers the

infurgent Berbers, and accepts the government of Egypt ; his

uncle, Ruhh-ben Chatem, fucceeding him in that of Africa.

SECT.

1
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SECT. I.

Dynajiy of the Aglabtles.

A. D. 800. It was under the reign of the famous Haron-el-

Rafliid, that Ibrahim ben-el-Aghleb, governor of Africa, finally

threw off the yoke of the Chalif of Damafcus. Ibrahim fecured

his authority by maintaining a regular body of troops ; and

died in 811, being fucceeded by his fon Abu-'l-abbas.

Ziadet-UUah, his fucceflbr, fubdued Sicily.

837. Abu Akkal afcended the throne of Africa.

840. The next prince, Abu-'l-abbas, reigned thirty-four

years ; humane, liberal, and a lover of juftice. He was

however too much addicted to the pleafures of the table ; and

it is related, that one day being in a ftate of intoxication in the

town of Sut, he embarked for the ifle of Kufla, and when the

fumes of the wine had evaporated, was not a little furprifed to

find himfelf in the open fea.

874. Abu-'l-Abbas had obtained of his brother Ifliak an

open renunciation, in the chief mofque of Cairoan, of all

claim to the crown
;
yet that prince feized it on his death, to

the prejudice of the former's fon. Ifliak built a new town,

called Rifade.
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A. D. 877. Ilhak fends a fleet againft Sicily. Syracufe is

beficged for nine months, taken, facked, and all the inhabitants

put to the fword. The booty of that commercial city was

immenfe.

The Egyptians invaded Africa, and befieged Tripoli, but

were forced to retire on the approach of Nhak, with his regular

negro troops.

878. A dreadful famine in Africa ; com at eight pieces

of gold the bufhel.

Imak was a moft cruel prince. It is reported that he put

to death, in one day, fixteen of his own natural daughters by

various concubines. His mother prefenting hira with two

beautiful female flaves, he fent her in return a platter covered

with a napkin ; on lifting it up, inftead of jewels as flie ex-

pected, (he beheld the heads of the two flaves. He was fuc-

ceeded by his fon Abu-'l-Abbas-Abd ullah, murdered by his

brother Ziadet-Ullah, who feized the fceptre of Africa.

908. A revolt arifing, the timid Ziadet-Ullah abandoned

his dominions, and retired to Egypt, then governed by

Bafi-el-Nuchifi, in the name of Muktadir-b'illah, eighteenth

Chalif of the dynafty of the Abbaffides. With Ziadet-Ullah

expired the dynafty of the Aglabites, which had ruled Africa

for an hundred and eight years *.

• Their authority did not extend over the ancient Mauritania. The EdriiTitc

dynafty ruled Ceuta, Fez, Tangier, &c. Fez was built by them in 788.

SECT.
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SECT. II.

DynaJIy of the Fattmites^ or Jfma'clians.

Obeid-ullah, who had feized the authority, refigned it foon

after to his fon Abu-'l-Caffim. Though the new family was of

Egyptian extract, it pretended to deduce its origin from Fatme,

daughter of Mohammed, through Ifmael the fixth Imam of the

pofterity of Ali.

Abu-'l-Caffim afTuming the ftyle of Mabad't^ or real fucceflbr

of Ali, difplayed talents that fan&ioned his ufurpation. In the

firft year of his reign he fubdued the Edriffites of the Weft,

and united all the Mohammedan part of Africa.

A. D. 912. Abu-M-Caflim pours three armies into Egypt,

intending to add that rich province to his other domains. The

Chalif Muktadir, then reigning at Bagdad, had forefeen this

defign, which was fruftrated by the defeat of the armies of

Mahadi, though he took Alexandria. He built a city called

Mehedie, now Mahdie, on the African more, which he deftined

for the feat of his empire. He died in the fixty-third year of

his age and twenty-fixth of his reign.

A. D. 933. His fon Achmed was lefs fortunate. He died

while his capital Mehedie was befieged by infurgents.

o 2 A. D.
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100 TRAVELS IN AFRICA,

A. D. 945. Ifmail his fon defeated the rebels, and built

Manfurieh in Africa.

952. Abu-Tammim fuccecded Ifmail his father. In 968,

he fent Jeuhar, a Greek, at the head of a ftrong army to

feize Egypt, and fuccecded. The capital, then ftyled Mifry or

Foftat, opened its gates. Jeuhar built a new capital, which he

named Kab'ira
y
or the Vifforious. Abu-Tammim, furnamed

Moaz, in the twentieth year of his reign embarked for Sar-

dinia, then fubjedt to Africa, till Jeuhar {hould complete the

new metropolis.

972. Abu-Tammim lands at Alexandria, where he is

met by Jeuhar : advancing to Kahira he was welcomed by

the acclamations of his new fubje&s. To this city he removed

all his treafures, and even the bodies of his anceftors.

Jeuhar, the founder, had defiTed the building to be begun

under the horofcope or afcendant of the planet Mars, called

Kabir> or conqueror, by the Arabs ; and hence it was ftyled"

Kahira.

The dynafty of the Fatimites, now tranfplanted to Egypt,

ruled there till the year 1171, (Hcjira 566,) when it was fup-

planted by Salah-el-din, the famous Saladin of the Chriftian

authors.

SECT.
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SECT. III.

Dynafly of the ZcirUcs.

To return to Africa. Abu-Tammim, before he proceeded

to Egypt, had refigned the fovereignty of Africa, on condition

of homage, to YufTuf-ben-Zeiri, of a family fprung from Arabia

Felix.

The people of the province of Muggrib having rebelled,

Yufluf defeated them ; and Tremcfen fhewing a difpofition to

join the Muggrebins, it was razed, and the inhabitants tram-

planted to Afchir. Another revolt was equally unfuccefsful

:

the chiefs were led in triumph through the ftreets of Cairoan,

and then put to death.

979. Yufluf feized Fez and Sejelmas ; and the ChaKfs of

Spain loft all their African pofleffions, except Ceuta.

983. Abu-'l-Caflim Manlur fucceeded his father. He
built a palace in the city of Cairoan, which coft eight hundred

thoufand pieces of gold. His cruelty was (hewn in the murder

of Abd-ullah his miniftcr, and even in the punifliment of the

ungrateful rebel Abu-'l-Fahm, whofe heart this prince is faid to

have torn from his body and devoured.

996. His fon Abu-Menad received the homage of his nobles

in Sardinia, long fubje£fc to Africa. The Fatimite Chalif

of
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of Egypt fent him the drefs and fabre, the accuftomed mark of

their fuperiority over the African monarchy.

Moaz, his fon and fucceflbr, difplayed his rage againft here-

tics, or thofe Mohammedans who differed from his own fe&,

by an univerfal maflacre. A Roman Catholic prince, mifled

by his priefls, could not have (hewn more inveterate cruelty.

Moaz was however fo young, that the blame reds with his

minifters.

' A. D. 1050. An important war arofe between Moaz and

Moftanfir, Chalif of Egypt, who wifhed to revive the abfolute

dominion of his houfe over Africa. The Egyptians entered the

province of Muggrib, by the town of Zenata. Four years af-

ter they feized Tripoli. Munis, governor of the province of

Cairoan, pafled over to the enemy. Moaz loft a pitched battle,

and took Aielter in Mehedie'. The Egyptians feized his capital

Cairoan, flopped the fprings, turned the courfe of the river, and

deftroyed the magnificent palaces and delicious gardens of the

monarchs of Africa. Moaz, overwhelmed with his misfortunes,

funk into the grave, and clofed a long and fortunate reign in the

utmoft mifery.

1 06 1. Tamim, his eldeft fon, fucceeded to the fceptre.

1088. The Greeks and Franks, equipping a fleet of four

hundred fail, landed at the ifle of Kufla in Africa, which they

ravaged. They then feized the town of Zawile', but retired on

receiving
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receiving a contribution of aoo,ooo pieces of gold. The con-

queft of Sicily by the Normans had given a military impulie,

which Africa was often to feel.

A. D. 1 107. Tamim died, leaving the reputation of a juft

and generous prince. Having once purchafed a flave, and her

mafter, who was enamoured with her, deeply regretting the

lofs, Tamim not only reftored her, but fent him magnificent

prcicrits •

1 108. Yaiah, his fon and fucceflbr, put to death three alchy-

mifts, who had milled him by their vain pretentions.

1 1 15. Yaiah died fuddenly. Being addi&ed to aftrology,

he imagined a particular day would be fatal to him, and pafTed

it in prayer. In the evening, happy that he had efcaped the

danger, he ordered a magnificent feftival, and died as he fat

down to table. His fon Ali received the homage of his people

at Mehedie'.

1 1 16. Ali fuppreffed the pirates of the ifle of Gerbi, and

received Tunis on fubmiffion. The people of Sebat, who rob-

bed the caravans, were feverely punifhed.

1 121. Ali prepared a fleet of ten veffels of the firft rank,

and thirty of the fecond, againft Sicily. Death prevented his

defigns.

His
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His fon Haflan being only in his fifteenth year, diffention$

arofe among the great.

1 125. A Sicilian fleet ravaged the ifle of Gerbi.

1146. The Sicilians feized Tripoli, which they held fix

months, and then retired.

A dreadful famine in Africa, fo that even human carcafes

were devoured. Many of the inhabitants fled to Sicily.

Roger king of Sicily fent out a fleet of an hundred and fifty

fail, loaded with foldiers and ammunition. Having captured

an African (hip, with fome pigeons on board, Georgi the

Chriftian admiral forced the captain to write a letter, import-

ing that the Sicilian fleet had failed to Conftantinople. The

pigeon flew back to Mehedie ; and the inhabitants were exult-

ing in the intelligence, when the hoftile fleet appeared before

the city. On landing, the Sicilians found the place totally

abandoned, and the pillage lafted ten hours. Sfax and Sus

were alfo taken ; and the Sicilians became matters of all the

coaft from Tripoli to Tunis.

Thefe events, accompanied with interline commotions, ter-

minated the rule of the Zeirite dynafty. Haflan-ben-Ali was

the laft prince.

SECT.

Digitized by Google



EGYPT, AND SYRIA.

SECT. IV.

Bynafly of the Marabutsy called by the Spani/b authors

Al-Moravidcs.

Marabut implies a faint ; and this dynafty arofe to power

from a pretended zeal for religion. It originated in the Weft

of Africa, about the year 1060. Yufluf the fecond prince, in the

year 1069 founded Morocco ; he conquered part of Spain, and

died in 1106. His fon AH was lefs fortunate, and the fhort-

lived dynafty of the Marabuts was followed by that of the

Elmohads or Unitarians.

sect. v.

Dynafty of the ElmobSds.

This dynafty originated in Mount Atlas. Tomrut, its

founder, was followed by his celebrated difciple Abd-el-mumin,

originally a do&or of theology, but who difplayed fuch talents

in war, that Ali, king of Morocco, after meeting with many

defeats, died in defpair.

Abd-el-mumin afpiring to the univerfal fovereignty of the

Mohammedans in Africa, befieged and took Oran and Fez, A. D.

1 142. Tasfin, fon of Ali, hardly retained Morocco, which

was taken by Abd-el-mumin from Iftiak his fucceflbr, the laft

of the Marabut dynafty.

p 1 150.
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1 150. The Moors of Spain having fuffered great lofles,

fent to Abd-el-mumin to requeft his aid againft the Chrift-

ians. That ambitious prince eagerly feized the opportunity,

and fent fevcral armies into Spain. The following year he

conquered Bugia in Africa.

1
1 59. The Sicilians retaining Tunis, and other places on the

coaft in the Eaflern part of Africa, Abd-el-mumin equipped a

fleet, and left Morocco at the head of one hundred thoufand

combatants. Tunis was taken by treafon. Mehedil, furrounded

by the fea, except one part which was ftrongly fortified, was

bravely defended by the Sicilians, and their king fent a fleet to

their afliftance. It was defeated by that of the Muflims, and

famine forced the garrifon to furrender.

Abd-el-mumin, being acknowlegcd fovereign of all Moham-
medan Africa, rcfolved on the conqueft of Spain ; but death

unexpectedly feized him at Salli in 1160. He was fucceeded

by Abu-Yakub his fon.
•

1 1 80. Abu-Yakub carried his arms into Spain, where he

received the homage of feveral Arabian princes. He was con-

ftrained to return to Africa, on intelligence arriving that a horde

of Turks, who had pafled from Egypt, had feized Tripoli, and

other places. Sfax had alfo revolted. Thefe commotions were

appcafed
;
and, at Mehcdii, Abu-Yakub renewed the truce with

Sicily for ten years.

1 1 84.
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1 1 84. Abu-Yakub invades Spain, is defeated, and killed.

Yakub his fon fucceeded him.

The El-Moravides, who had fled to Spain, endeavoured to

regain their power in Africa. They were fupported by the

Turks of Tripoli ; but Yakub took that city, and razed its

walk.

1 195. Yakub defeats Alfonfo king of Caftille at Rcma
near Cordova, and befieges Toledo. He makes other cam-

paigns in Spain.

* •

1 199. Yakub dies at Salli, in his forty-eighth year. The

fceptre pafles to Mohammcd-el-Nasir his fon.

Mohammed loft all that his anceftors had pouelTed in

Spain.

1 210. He attempts to recover his Spanifh territories at the

head of 600,000 men, according to the wonted exaggerations

of the Arabs ; but is completely defeated at the famous battle

called Akal by the Arabs, and Vcmos-Tolofa by the Spaniards.

Mohammed died of vexation the following year. The Elmo-

hads had poueflfed Valencia, Seville, Carmona, &c. *

121 1. Yuflfuf, fon of Mohammed, proved a voluptuous

and feeble prince. He reigned twelve years, and died without

pofterity.

pi 1223.
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1223. Abd-el-wahhad, his great uncle, fucceeded, or was

chofen by the grandees. The fame year the royal title was

transferred to Abd-ullah his nephew, who was murdered by

rebels.

1226. Edris-ben-Yakub, brother of Abd-ullah, became king

of Africa, and ufed great cruelties to eftablifh his authority.

After reigning five years, he died of an apoplexy.

1 23 1. His fon Abd-el-wahhad fucceeded, and was drowned

when bathing. Other princes of this dynafty were, Said-Abul,

1242; Umer, 1248; Wasik-Abul, 1266. In this ufurper

clofed the dynafty of the Elmohads.

Upon the fall of this powerful dynafty, Africa was divided

into thofe petty royalties which ftill fubfift, with few va-

riations.

The family of the Merin'u became mailers of Fez and Mo-

rocco, and were the moll powerful of the fucceflbrs of the

Elmohads,

The Abi-Hafs feized Tunis j and the Beni Zian enjoyed

Tremefen.

Abu-
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Abu-'l-Haflan, fultan of Morocco, became fovereign by con-

queft, about A. D. 1 347, of all the African ftates ; but this

power was only a momentary meteor.

About the year 1500 an ambitious Sheriff or defcendant of

Mohammed, feized the fovereignty of Morocco ; and his de-

fcendants, under the ftyle of Sherifs, retain the power to this

day.

The kingdom of Tremefen, on the Eaft of Fez, contained

Algier, Oran, &c. It was feized by the Beni Zian about A. D.

1249. On the death of the laft of that race, A. D. 1560, it

was united to the Turkifh Deydom of Algier.

The power of the Turks in Africa is very recent. It began

in IJI4» when the pirate Barbarofla feized Algier ; and piracy,

as is too well known, has become an appendage of their do-

minion.

Tunis became fubject to the Abi-Hafs about A. D. 1240.

Abu-Zekeria, the fir it prince, is faid to have extended his con-

tribution to the country of the negroes. A. D. 1270, St. Louis,

attacking Tunis, periflied by a pellilence.

In 1533 Barbarofla feized Tunis. The expedition of CharlesV.

*535» « well known ; but the African marygold is its only per-

manent produdt. The race of the Abi-Hafs terminated in 1570,

when El-Wahhali, a defcendant of Barbarofla, and Dcy of Al-

gier,
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gier, took pofleflion of Tunis. The Mohammedan power, on

the North and Weft of Africa, remains divided between the

Sherifs of Morocco and Fez, and the Turks of Algter and

Tunis.

PART II.

E G TP T.

Egypt remained for a confiderable time in quiet fubjeSion

to the Chalifs, fucccflbrs of Mohammed. But their power be-

ing on the decline, owing to the infolcncc of their Turcoman

militia, the janizaries of that period, and other caufes, this fertile

country began to throw off the yoke.

DYNASTY I.

The Tbolonides.

In the year of the Hejira 265, A. D. 879, Achmcd, fon of

Tholon or Teilun, governor of Egypt, ufurped the fovercignty

from the Chalif Motamid-b'-illah. This ftiort-Iived dynafty

expired in Sultan Haron, grandfon of the ufurper, about thirty

years after.

DYNASTY It.

Tbe Fatimitcs.

The conqueft of Egypt by Abu-Tammim, Sultan of Africa,

has been already mentioned.

975-
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975. Abu-Tammim or Moaz was face ceded by his fon

Aziz. He carried on feveral wars in Syria.

996. Hakim, his fucceffor, is only famed for his cruelty.

loai. Daher, fourth Chalif of Egypt, conquered Aleppo,

but was forced to abandon it.

1036. Abu-Tamim Moftanfir. In the reign of this Chalif

moil of the Egyptian pofleflions in Syria were loft.

1094. M oft alt. This Chalif, in 1098, regained Jerufalem

from the Turks ; next year it was taken by the Franks, under

Godefroy de Boulogne.

1 10 1. Amer, a child. The Wizir Afdhal excrcifed the fo-

vereignty during his reign of thirty years.

1130. Hafed.

1 149. Dafer. In his Chalifate the Chriftians took Afcalon.

1 155. Faycz.

1 1 60. Aded. The Fatimite race had before this period funk

into fuch imbecility, that the Wizirs held the whole executive

power. Shawur, the reigning Wizir, having been fupplantcd

by the intrigues of Dargham, palled to Syria, to implore the

affiftance
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affiftancc of Nur-el-din, Sultan of Damafcus*. In 1164 his

requcft was complied with. Shirakuk, called Syracon by the

Chriftian writers, and his nephew, the famous Salah-el-din, or

Saladin, were fent to re-e [tablifli Shawur, who foon finding his

aflbciates too powerful, formed an alliance with the Franks.

Shirakuk however defeated all his proje&s ; and in x 169 pro-

cured an order from the Chalif Aded for the decapitation of

Schawur, with the robe and firman of wizir for himfelf. He
died in the fame year, and was fucceeded by his nephew

Saladin.

x 1 7 1 . Saladin obliges the Franks to evacuate Egypt. An
enemy of the Fatimites, from religious fchifm, he omits

the name of Adcd, in the public prayers, and fubftitutes that

of the Chalif of Bagdad. Aded died on the 13th of Septem-

ber 1 171 ; and in him terminated the dynafty of the Fatimites.

His fucceflbrs renounced the title of Chalif, and alTumed only

that of Sultans.

* The power of the Chalifs, fucceflbrs of Mohammed, had fallen about

the middle of the elerenth century. The Turks, a Tataric nation, fcized

Iconium, and mod of Ada Minor, about 1074. Twenty years after, Aleppo

and Damafcus became feparate fovereigmies under the grand fons of Elf Ari'.'.n ,

the former city had been long fubjeft to the Chalifs of Egypt.

DYNASTY
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DYNASTY HI.

Tbc Aiublte Sultans.
m

Salah-ed-din, Con of Aiub, a Kurd, ufurped the title of Sultan

of Egypt in 1
1 74. Not contented with that fovereignty, he

extended his views to Syria. In 1 177 he is defeated at Ramie

by Rainaud de Chatillon.

1 182. More fuccefs attended his arras in Syria ; and next

year he feized Ami da in Mefopotamia, and forced Aleppo to a

capitulation.

1 187. Saladin gains over the Franks his famous victory at

Hittin : the Chriflian power falls, and Saladin becomes matter

of Jerufalem on the 2d of October.

1 189. The Franks befiege Akka, or Ptolcmais, which did

not furrender till after it had been inverted for two years.

1 192. Saladin concludes a truce with Richard king of

England. Akka and Yaffa were almoft the only places left to

the Franks.

Saladin died on the 4th March 1 193, aged only fifty-feven,

leaving fixteen fons and a daughter.

0.
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1193. Malck-cl-Aziz, fccond fon of Saladin. He feized

Damafcus, and left to his brother only Samofata.

1198. Malek-el-Manfur. His uncle Afdhal, prince of Sa-

mofata, was called by the Emirs to rule the kingdom during

the minority, by the title of Atabek.

1200. Adel-Seif-el-din, brother of Saladin, ufurps the

crown.

1 209. The Franks penetrate into Egypt, and retire with

confiderable booty. Nine years afterward they returned, and

feized the ifle Pharos and Damiatt.

12 18. Malek-el Kamel, fon of Seif-el-din. The crufaders

abandon Damiatt in 1221.

1228. Malek furrenders, by treaty, Jerufalem, Bethlehem,

Nazareth, and Sidon, to Frederic II. the Emperor of Germany.

1239. Malek Adel depofed by his brother.

1240. Malek Salah. In 1244 he defeated the Franks and

Syrians, who were about to penetrate into Egypt.

1249. St. Louis feized Damiatt ; and in the fame year Ma-

lek Salah died.

He
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He had bought from the Tatars a number of Turkifh flaves

from Kaptchak, to form a guard and marine. Thefe he raifed

to the higheft employments ; and they became the famous

MamlOks, who feized the fovereignty of Egypt.

1249. Turin Shah, fon of Malek. Next year he captures

St. Louis, and his army of 20,000. On the ift May 1250,

Turin Shah is maflacred by the Mamluks, who afiign the fcep-

tre to his flop-mother, and afterwards to a boy of the Aiubite

race, which in him clofed its domination over Egypt.

MAMLUKS.

SECT. I.

Babarite Mamluks.

These were fo ftyled, from having been originally employed

as mariners on board the (hips of the Sultan of Egypt. They

were Turks.

A. D. 1254. Ezz-ed-din Moaz Ibegh was the firft fovereign

of this dynafty. He was affaffinated.

1 255. Nur-ed-din AH, fon of Sultan Ezz-ed-din, followed.

Q_2 It
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It would be uninterefting to mark the names and Abort

reigns of thefc princes, raoft of whom fell by anamination.

The chief events alone (hall be commemorated.

Bibarsl. who reigned from A. D. 1260 to 1277, was an

adYive prince, and feized moft of the Chriftian pofleffions in

Syria.

Kalil Afcraf, who afcended the throne in 1290, took Ptole-

mais, and terminated the power of the Chriftians in Paleftine.

During fucceffive reigns many contefts took place in Syria,

the pofleflion of which was difputcd by the Mamluk Sultans
;

and the Moguls.

Nazr Mohammed, who died in 1341, diftinguHhed himfelf

by the protection which he granted to agriculture and the arts.

In 1348 a peftilcncc appeared in Egypt, or perhaps originally

in Syria, which fpread over a great part of Europe.

A. D. 1365. In Oclober, Peter de Lufignan, king of Cyprus,

beficged Alexandria ; but he was foon conftrained to aban-

don it, for want of provifions *. Shaban Afcr&f was then Sultan,

and

• This expedition remains in confidcrable obfeurity, though it may be re-

garded as the laft dying fpark of the crofades, as the adventurers feem to have

been of feveral nations. Fordun, Steticbr. vol. ii. p. 488, mentions Norman

Lefley,
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and he was the firft who ordered the Sherifs, or defcendants of

the Prophet, to wear a green turban.

SECT. II.

Borgite Mamluks.

This race was of Circaflian extract, and continued to rule

Egypt till the French invafion.

1382. Barkuk-Daher, who had been Atabek in the mino-

rity of Hadgi Salah, depofed his pupil, and feized the fupreme

authority. Tirnur invading Syria, Barkuk obtained two victo-

ries over the Moguls, and forced them to withdraw.

1399. Faradj, fon of Barkuk. Few of thefe Sultans reigned

above a year, till

1442. Burfbai, who reigned fixtcen. He fent a fleet

againft Cyprus, which took Lymiflbs and Nicofia, and brought

John II. and mod of his nobility, captives. Syria remained

almoft a conftant appanage to Egypt.

146 1. Abu-'l-Fathe Achmed received tribute from Cyprus,

and afligned the crown to James, natural fon of John III.

Lefley, his countryman, as a prime actor. There was an old Scottifli poem on

the feats of Sir Walter, his brother, Duke of Lejgaroch in France. Rid. and

Maitland's Poems.

Of
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Of the fucceeding Sultans we find nothing remarkable ; and

the Mamluk ariflocracy began to render their ftation more and

more precarious.

In 1 50 1 Kanfu El-ghuri was raifed to the throne.

In 15 16, Selim II. emperor of Conftantinople, having de-

clared war againft him, defeated and flew him near Aleppo,

and feized Syria.

Toman Bey was appointed his fucceflbr by the Mamluks.

On the 24th January 15 17, he loft, at Rodania near Kahira,

a great battle againft the Othman troops. After another ob-

ftinate conflict, Toman Bey was again defeated by Selim, taken

prifoner, and hanged at one of the gates of Kahira on the 13th

April.

Selim was contented with abolifhing the monarchy of the

Mamluks, but fufFered their ariflocracy to retain its former

power, on certain conditions ; the chief of which were, an

annual tribute, obedience in matters of faith to the Mufti of

Conftantinople, and the infertion of the name of the Othman

Emperors in the prayers, and on the coin.

Syria, its ufual appanage, being withdrawn, Egypt has

rarely intermeddled with foreign affairs, and the Beys have

generally been contented with fqueezing the people, and enjoy-

ing
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ing in eafc the fruit of their extortions. During the pre-emi-

nence of the Othman power, Egypt appears one of the moll

quiet and fubmiflivc of the provinces : and the travellers of

this and the two preceding centuries may fupply what few

materials arife, concerning its hiilory, or rather its condition.

The evening of the Turkifh domination was marked by the

appearance of that meteor, Ali Bey, who had fcarcely dazzled

the nations with his wild effulgence before he difappeared.
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CHAP. VIII.

UPPER EGYPT.

Defign to penetrate into Habbcjh or Abtfmia—Voyage on the Nile—
Defcription ofAfftut—General courfe of tbe Nile—Iflands and

villages—Caverns—Kaw—Acbmim—Painted caverns—Girgi

—Dendera—Anlient Temple—Kous—Topography of Upper

Egypt—El-wab-el-Gburbi—Situation of tbe Oafs parva.

Ever eager to accomplifli my propofed journey into Abyfli-

nia, I was neverthelefs not able to fet out till Monday ioth of

September, and, even then, not with all the advantages that

might have been expected. I had indeed employed part of the

fummer, which was pafled in Kahira, in learning the Arabic

language ; which is a talk of difficulty to thofe who are unable

to fupply the utter want of books, and method and perfpicuity

in the teacher. My friends were forward in reprefenting

the dangers to be encountered, rather than in furnilhing the

means of avoiding them. I determined to adopt fuch a method

as an imperfect knowlege of the country fuggefted as the leaft

exceptionable, and leave the reft to fortune. Judging that I

mould yet have occafion for an interpreter, I took care to pro-

vide a Greek, who, befides his native language, was acquainted

with the Turkifli, Arabic, and Italian. I had alfo with me a

Mohammedan of the lower clafs of Kahirines, who, as belongs

to
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to that chara&er, was prepared for every office. Thus pro-

vided, we commenced our voyage, and on the eighth day

reached Affiut.

If we except fome few inconveniences from the motley com-

pany that fills the boats, it is not cafy to conceive a more plea-

furable mode of travelling than that by the Nile when it over-

Bows. The great body of water, perfectly calm and unruf-

fled, the banks on each fide covered with the rich product of

the hufbandman's labour, form a fcene in every fenfe allur-

ing. The pafTengers are protected by a fimple awning of

branches from die immediate action of the fun, and the great

heat of the tropical latitude is affuaged by a gentle breeze, which

generally continues during four or five meridian hours. The

mariners chaunt refponfive to the motion of their oars ; and

the veffel offers an apt emblem of fmiling fortune in her moil

profperous career.

I landed near Affiut, and went to an okal in that city to

lodge. Here I fuffered no kind of inconvenience.—A fmall

room, dry and perfectly quiet, not infefted with vermin, an-

fwered the purpofe of fecurity to property ; and in this climate,

at fuch a feafon, no (helter is required except from the fun's

rays. Affiut is, at this time, by far the mod considerable city in

the higher Egypt. This character formerly belonged to Girgi,

which is in effect ftill a place of note, but lefe fo than Affiut.

The fituation is in all refpects favourable, and the manner in

which the water is conducted round the town is worthy of re-

mark. A canal, dug probably from an early period, parallel to

: r the
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the Nile, in this part of the country laves the foot of the

mountains which are near to Affiut, and having furroundcd that

city, and the villages adjacent, defcends again into the river.

The water, however, is not admitted into it but at a certain pe-

riod of its increafe, and then it overflows all the furrounding

lands, and Affiut only communicates with the Nile, by a road,

artificially raifed above the common level, which leads down to

the point where the boats refort, and are laden and difcharged

;

and by two bridges, the one leading to this road, and the other

towards the mountains.

It has become much more populous within a few years by

the good government of Solyman Bey, who has alfo adorned it

by planting many trees. Affiut was formerly known to the

Arabic writers by the name of bdut-es-Sultin
y
the king's fiffi,

or fifh-pond, for jby*. fignifies both. It would be curious to

inquire from what circum fiance ; whether from having been

appointed to fupply the king's table with fiffi, or what other

reafon ? The mountains above Affiut abound with caverns which

have probably originally anfwered the purpofc of fepulture, and

then, in the Chriftian age, may have been the refort of perfons

who fought religious retirement. There arc fome hieroglyphic

inferiptions, but nothing very remarkable, and they have been

already defcribed by former travellers, fo that it is not necefTary

to give a detailed account of them here. The principal anti-

quities between Kahira and Affiut, are at Shech Abade *, the

• This place takes its name from the tomb of a Chriftian ecclcfiaftic, called

jlmmcn-tl-abtd, or the devout ; its other name is Enfeni, evidently from that of

antient
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antient Antinoopolis, and at Afhmunein. Ia the former are

two Corinthian columns, highly adorned, ftanding diagonally

oppofed to each other, and having each a Greek tnfcription.

The firft words of the one are as follow,

ATA0H TYXH
ATTOKPATOPI KAIEAPI NUPKX1 ATPHAIfl.

The next word appears to be EEKOTNAfl, but it is obli-

terated *.

Having parted about fourteen days in Aifiut, waiting for a

boat to go forward, which, in this feafon, when the corn is

tranfportcd into the magazines, it is rather difficult to find, at

length was able to hire one, of a moderate fize, and entirely de-

voted to ourfelves. We left Afllut on the 4th of October, and

parted the night before a village called Mehala. It has been

built by a certain Ofman Bey, within twenty years ; and how-

ever deftitute of any fpirit of improvement perfons of this de-

fcription may be thought in Europe, this village is an evidence

Of fome attention thereto ; for the four ftrcets of which it con-

fifts are at right angles with each other, built in right lines, and

four times as wide as what is generally feen in places of the

fame kind." It is true, the materials are mean, and the number

of houfes inconfiderable.

The villagers of the Upper Egypt are at little expenfe for

building. Clay and unburncd bricks, the chief materials ufed

• The remainder might be eafiljr copied, but circumftances did not then per-

mit me to gi»e the time neceflary for that purpofe.

R 2 in
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in fabricating houfes, are to be had for the labour of collecting

or forming them. The fame may be faid of the thatch ; and

the date tree, though pertfhable, furnifties the timber required.

If a carpenter be employed, his time is not occupied in prepar-

ing ufelefs ornaments. In the towns however, as Ghenne,

Affiiit, Girgi, &c. the habitations are conftru&cd of better

materials, with much more art, and are fome of them fump-

tuous.

Many confiderable iflands exift in the courfe of the Nile,

but they are too frequently changing place, in confequence of

new depofitions of mud, to admit of their being marked with

permanent accuracy.

The number of towns and villages which I diftinguifticd on

the Eaftern fide between Kahira and Afluan, amounted to about

one hundred and fixty.

On the Weftern, where the cultivable lands are more ex-

tended, two hundred and twenty-eight. Yet they cannot be

enumerated very accurately in pafling on the ftream ; for there

are many within the limits of the arable land on both fides,

but principally on the Weft, which are not vifiblc from the

river, and the names and numbers of which the circumftanccs

then cxifting did not permit me to learn from thofc to whom
I could have recourfe for information.

The
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The more populous of the towns feem to be thofe which

follow

:

Eaft of tbe Nile.

1. Achmim.

2. Ghenne.

3. Kous.

4. A (Run.

Weft of the Nile.

1. Benefoef.

2. Minie
;

city.

3. Melawi.

4. Monfalut; city.

5. Aifiut ; city.

6. Tachta.

7. Girgi; city.

8. Bardis.

9. Bagjura.

10. Nakadc.

11. Erment.

12. Ifnaj city.

In the mountain above Afliut are feveral remarkable caverns,

very fpacious, and adorned with hieroglyphics and emble-

matic figures. Some appear to have been fepulchral, as they

contain fragments of the jars in which were depofited, not

only the Ibis, but cats, dogs, and other animals, whether confi-

dered as facred, or flain to attend their mafter or miftrefs in the

other world. In one of thefe caverns, befides the entrance,

there are three chambers hewn in the rock, which is free-ftone,

one fixty feet by thirty, another fixty by twenty-fix, a third

twenty-fix by twenty-five. Farther up the mountain there are

caverns yet more fpacious than thefe.

In
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In other parts of the mountain are numerous rough cavities,

from which the {tone has been extracted for the purpofes of

building, but they have afterwards been ufed for various objects;

fome for fepulture, as appears from the remains of jars curioufly

flopped with bitumen, others for fummer retreats, as they arc

cxpofed to the North, and very cool.

Large quantities of fine flax arc cultivated in the neighbour-

hood of Affiut : this article and wheat are tranfported from

Upper to Lower Egypt. Salt and other articles are brought in

return. From Mecca by way of Cofsir arc imported Indian

goods ; but the European articles of broad-cloth, tin, &c. are

here rarely feen. The Soudan caravans form a chief fupport

of Affiut, which, with refpect to them, ferves as a midway fta-

tion. Affiut is regarded as the capital of Middle Egypt ; and

in population exceeds all the towns to the South of Kahira. I

fhould not be inclined to cftimatc the inhabitants at lefs than

twenty-five thoufand. The Scnjiak^ or Bey of Said, divides

the year of his office between Affiut and Girgi ; the internal

government confifls of the Cadi, affifted by other civil officers
;

and five Cafliefs, moftly appointed by Soliman Bey, conftantly

refide there. It is the feat of a Coptic bifhop, but the Copts

arc not very numerous, the people being chiefly Moham-
medans.

So fevercly is female chaftity guarded in this country, that

inftant death follows its violation. If tendernefs of difpofition

fhould prevent the father, brother, hufband from inflicting this

punifhment,
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punifhment, he is fhunned by all his acquaintance, and becomes

a (I ranger to fociety.

Provifions are confxderably cheaper at Affiut than in Kahira.

Lentilles form a confiderable article of food to the inhabit-

ants of the Upper Egypt, who rarely enjoy the luxury of rice.

The lentilles are fo prepared as to be very palatable.

In Dar-Fur are no lentilles.

The Egyptian onions are remarkably mild, more fo than the

Spanilh, but not fo large. They are of the pureft white, and

the lamina are of a fofter and loofer contexture than thofe of

any other fpecies. They deteriorate by tranfplantation ; fo that

much muft depend on the foil and climate. They remain a fa-

vourite article of food with all clafles ; and it is ufual to put a

layer or two of them, and of meat, on a fpit or (kewer, and

thus roaft them over a charcoal fire. The deiirc of the Ifraelites

for the onions of Egypt is not to be wondered at.

About four hours from Affiut we had palled Monfalut,

a city which I afterwards returned to view at more leifure.

Monfalut is of confiderable extent and population. Between it

and Affiut ftands Ben-Ali, a populous town. Thofe three

places conftitute, with Girgi, the chief marts of the trade of

Upper Egypt.

October
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Odober 4th, 1792. Continued our navigation up the

Nile.

6th. Faffed Kaw or Gaw-es-Sherki, the Antaeopolis of anti-

quity, where remains part of a curious temple, confifting of fe-

veral columns, built of large ftones, as ufual in Egyptian

remains, and covered with emblematical figures, interfperfed

with hieroglyphics. Some of the ftones in the temple are from

eighteen to twenty feet in length. At How on the Weft, fup-

pofed the ancient Diofpolis, obferved no ruins.

8th. Came to Achmim, the antient Chemmis or Panopolis,

on the Eaft fide of the Nile, now a pleafant village or fmall

town. Heliodorus, in his celebrated romance, often mentions

Chemmis, and fpeaks of a difpute between its people and thofe

of BefTa or Antinoe. Many cities intervened between Beffa

and Chemmis, the latter of which he feems to place not far

from a lake near the Heracleotic mouth of the Nile. The

whole geography of that ingenious prelate forms one puzzle,

though he was a native of the neighbouring country of

Syria.

At Achmim fome fragments of columns ftill remain, and in

the adjacent mountain are caverns refembling thofe at Afliut.

The hieroglyphics have been painted in diftemperature, as ufual

with all thofe executed on the fmooth furfacc of free-ftone. A
mummy had been recently taken out of the principal room, as

appeared from the remains of prepared cloth, and human

bones.
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bones. The cielings of the chambers have been plaiftered and

coloured. Perhaps the antient Egyptians had a cuftom, not

unknown to other Oriental nations, of annual vifits to the

dead* ; and thefe chambers might be conftrucTxd for the recep-

tion of the relations on thofe occafions.

The neighbourhood ofAchraim abounds with fycamores.

This kind of fycamore, it is well known, bears a fmall dry

fig, of a yellowifli colour, adhering to the trunk of the tree.

Many gardens are alfo fcen, in which grow date and other

trees.

i ith O&ober, arrived at Girgi, formerly the capital of Upper

Egypt, now declining. There is a large market-place, with

fliops in abundance. At Menfhie, antient Ptolemais, and at

Girgi, obferved feveral large pieces of granite, feemingly antique

mill-ftones. They are about fix feet in diameter, and nearly

three feet thick, with a perforation of one foot fquare in the

centre, from which waving radii, about an inch deep, pafs to

the circumference.

The^Senjiak, or Emir-es-Said, pafles half the year at Girgi, as

already mentioned. His office is cftcemed the third in import-

ance, and is now filled by Soliman Bey, an honcft and refpeft-

able charader.

• That cuftom is ftiil retained at Damiatt, notwithftanding the purer precept*

of Iflamifm.

3 15th
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1 5th October. Pafied onward to Farfhiut, a populous town,

with many Chriftian inhabitants.

17th. Arrived at Dendera, the antient Tentyra. Saw the

noted temple, the moft perfect remain of Egyptian architecture.

It is in the form of an oblong fquare, 200 feet by 150—Pococke

fays 145 ; is now almoft buried in the fond. Amending fome

(teps in the middle of the wall, you come to a dark gallery,

palling through all the fides. Many of the columns are {land-

ing. The infide of the pronaos and of the gallery is covered

with painted hieroglyphics in all their original frelhnefs. A Ca-

fhef, imagining treafures were concealed, was employed in the

laudable work of blowing up part of the walls

!

The fame night, about twelve, reached Ghenne', the antient

Come, or Ccenopolis. The navigation on the Nile is particu-

larly delightful in the ftillnefs of die night, diverfifiod by tne

bright reflection of the moon on the water, or the clear fpark-

Kng of innumerable ftars ; among which the brilliant Canopu6,

unfeen in European climates, is obfervable, except when lome

mountain conceals that part of the hemifphere.

1 9th. Came oppofite to Coptis, now Kepht. The rubbiih

may fill a circumference of two miles, evincing its antient ex-

tent. Several fmall columns of grey granite Ke 00 the ground,

and fome large ftones, engraved with hieroglyphics. The

diftance from the Nile to Coptis is much fmaller than has been

nippofed by European geographers.

A fmall
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A fmall part of a bridge remains near Kepht or Coptis, fuf-

ficient to determine that there once was one, but it is impoffible

to fay of what sera. There is nothing grand in the ftrudurc,

which confifts of fmall ftones.

aoth. Stopped at Kous, the Apollinopolis parva. Obferved

at a fmall diftance on the North-eaft an anticnt gate, adorned

with" figures, and a deep cornice. Kous is a populous town,

about a mile on the Eaft of the Nile.

aiftOdober 1792. Paffed the night at Nakade', where is a

Catholic convent. On the following day came to Aklor , the

anticnt Thebes.

A brief general retrofpecl: of the topography of Upper Egypt

may here be given. The towns and cultivation are wholly

confined to the banks of the Nile, but efpecially on the Eaft.

Mountains continue to prefent a regular barrier behind on both

fides. Beyond this natural wall, on the Weft, is a vaft fandy

defert, traverfed at times by the Muggrebiii Arabs ; here and

there, at the diftance of about a hundred miles or more from

the Nile, are Oafes or fertile ifles, in the ocean of fand. On the

Eaft, between the river and the Arabian gulf, are vaft ranges of

mountains, abounding with marble and porphyry, but generally

deftitute of water, fo that no town or village can be built.

Among thefe ranges, however, fome tribes of Bedouin Arabs,

as the Ababd't and Beni HoJJein y
contrive to find fome fertile

fpots and diminutive fprings, fo as to furnifti refidences for

about three or four thoufand inhabitants. Even the mores of

s 2 the
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the Red Sea, correfponding with Egypt, contain but a fraall

number of tribes ; and the Arabs on the Eaft in general are

little formidable. The Muggrebxns are more ferocious, and

might fend forth thirty thoufand men capable of bearing arms,

could they ever be united, a thing almoft impoflible, their par-

ties feldom exceeding four or five hundred, and the tribes being

divided by inteftine enmities. The Lefler Oafis, now E/-wab

el-Gburb\) forms a kind of capital fettlement, if I may fo fpealc,

of the Muggrebin Arabs, who extend even to Fezzan and Tri-

poli. They arc drefled in a linen or cotton Ihirt, over which

is wrapped a blanket of .fine flannel ; all have fire-arms and are

good markfmen, and their mufquets are their conftant compa-

nions. Their chief employment lies in breeding horfes *,

camels, and (heep. They are very hardy and abftemious, a

fmall cake of bread and leathern bottle of water fupplying a

man with ample provifion for a day.

It is faid that feveral ruins are to be found at El-wab-el-

Ghurbi. Of the Oafis Magna, now El-wah, I fhall fpeak at large

in treating of my journey to Dar-Fur; but muft obferve that

the diftance between this Oafis and that ftyled Parva is erro-

neoufly laid down in the mod recent maps. I was informed

by the Muggrebins at El-wab, that Cbarji, the moil northern

village of that diftrid, was but two days journey from the

neareft part of El-wab-cl-Gburbi ; that is, about forty miles.

Oafis Magna feeras rightly to correfpond with the latitude of

• They fell the males, and themfelves generally mount mares in their warlike

expeditions.

Dendera,
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Dendera, and of courfe that of the fouthern extremity of Oafu

Parva mould be a little to the South of that of Affiut, and not

far North of Tinodes Mons, in D'Anville's map
;
apparently

the chain on the Eaft of both the Oafes, or olaJ^Jl. On the

Weft I obferved no mountains, nor on the South. The mod
northern Oafis known near Egypt is that of Siwa, already de-

ferred.
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CHAP. IX.

UPPER EGYPT.

Thebes—Site and antiquities—Painted caverns—Their difcovery

and plan —Manners of the people at Thebes—I/ha—Fugitive

Beys—Antiquities—Rain—AJfuan or Syene—Obftacles to far-

ther progrefs—Return to Gbenni.

I found the inhabitants of the Thebaic diftrict had been re-

cently in open rebellion againft the Mamluks, but they were

now fomewhat more quiet. The Troglodytes of the caverns re-

mained tumultuous, and fometimes oppofed the troops of the

Bey, by firing from their recefles ; at other times they would

retreat to the mountains, and leave all purfuit behind.

•

The mafly and magnificent forms of the ruins that remain

of antient Thebes, the capital of Egypt, the city of Jove, the

city with a hundred gates, mud infpire every intelligent fpec-

tator with awe and admiration. Diffufed on both fides of the

Nile, their extent confirms the clalfical obfcrvations, and Ho-
mer's animated defcription rufhes into the memory :

" Egyptian Thebes, in whofe palaces vaft wealth is ftored; from

" each of whofe hundred gates iflue two hundred warriors, with their

" horfes and chariots."

Thefc
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Thcfe venerable ruins, probably the moft ancient in the world,

extend for about three leagues in length along the Nile. Eaft

and Weft they reach to the mountains, a breadth of about two
leagues and a half. The river is here about three hundred

yards broad. The circumference of the antient cky mud there-

fore have been about twenty-feven miles.

In failing up the Nile, the firft village you come to within the

precincts is Kourna, on the Weft, where there are few houfes,

the people living moftly in the caverns. Next is Abuhadjadj,

a village, and Karnai, a fmall diftrict, both on the Eaft. Far

the largeft portion of the city flood on the Eaftern fide of the

river. On the South-weft Mcdlnet-Abu marks the extremity of

the ruins ; for Arment, which is about two leagues to the South,

cannot be confidered as a part.

Modern authors have ftyled the fite of Thebes Luxor, a name

which is not in my journal taken on the fpot, nor does my
memory retain a trace of fuch an appellation, not to mention

tharthe word is not Arabic. Some write Akfor%
which convinces

me that both are corruptions of Ei KuJJttr, the real term, which

is ftill applied to the ruins by the Arabs. Norden i$ very im-

perfect in his Arabic names, as well as his topography.

In defcribing the ruins, we fhall begin with the moft confi-

derable, which are on the Eaft of the Nile. The chief is the

Great Temple, an oblong fquare building of vaft extent, with a

double colonnade, one at each extremity. The mafTy columns

and
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and walls are covered with hieroglyphics, a labour truly ftu-

pendous. t. The Great Temple ftands in the diftrict called

Karnac.

2. Next in importance is the temple at Abu-Hadjadj.

3. Numerous ruins, avenues marked with remains of Sphinxes,

&c. On the Weft fide of the Nile appear,

1. Two coloffal figures, apparently of a man and woman,

formed of a calcareous ftone like the reft of the ruins.

2. Remains of a large temple, with caverns excavated in the

rock.

3. The magnificent edifice ftyled the palace ofMemnon, Some

of the columns are about forty feet high, and about nine and a

half in diameter. The columns and walls are covered with

hieroglyphics. This ftands at Kourna.

4. Behind the palace is the paflage ftyled Biban-el-Moluk,

leading up the mountain. At the extremity of this paflage, in

the fides of the rock, are the celebrated caverns known as the

fepulchres of the anticnt kings.

Several of thefe fepulchres have been defcribed by Pococke with

fufficient minutenefs ; he has even given plans of them. But

in converfation with perfons at Afliut and in other parts of

Egypt*
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Egypt, I was always informed that they had not been difco-

vered till within the laft thirty years, when a fon of Shech Ha-

a very powerful chief of the Arabs, who governed all the

South of Egypt from Achmim to Nubia, caufed four of them

to be opened, in expectation of finding treafure.

They had probably been rifled in very anticnt times ; but

how the memory of them lhould have been loft remains to be

explained. One of thofe which I vifited exactly anfwers Dr.

Pococke's defcription ; but the other three appear materially

different from any of his plans. It is therefore poffible that

fome of thofe which he faw have been gradually clofed up

by the fand, and that the fon of Hamdm had difcovered

others.

They are cut into the frec-ftone rock, in appearance upon one

general plan, though differing in parts. Firft, a paffage of fome

length ; then a chamber ; a continuation of the firft paffage

turns abruptly to the right, where is the large fepulchral cham-

ber, with a farcophagus of red granite in the midft.

In the fecond part of the paffage of the largeft are fevcral

cells or recefTcs on both fides. In thefe appear the chief paint-

ings, reprefenting the myfteries, which, as well as the hierogly-

phics covering all the walls, are very frefh. I particularly ob-

ferved the two harpers defcribed by Bruce ; but his engraved

figures feem to be from memory. The French merchants at

Kahira informed me that he brought with him two Italian

T artifts

;
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artifts ; one was Luigi Balugani, a Bologncfe, the other Zucci,

a Florentine.

On landing with my Greek fervant at Kourria, no male inha-

bitants appeared, but two or three women were (landing at the

entrance of one of their dens. As we paffed in qucft of the

Shech-el-belad, to requeft a guide, one of the women faid in

Arabic, " Are not you afraid of crocodiles ?" I replied in the

negative. She laid emphatically, " We are crocodiles and

proceeded to dcpicl her own people as thieves and murderers.

They are indeed a ferocious clan, differing in perfon from other

Egyptians. Spears twelve or fourteen feet in length are fudden

and deadly weapons in their hands. At Kahira, Mohammed

Bey Elfi had told me I mould here need a guard of twenty

men, but I found two guides aifigned me by the Shech-el-belad

fufficient.

In the temple at Medtnct Abu we obferved a large quantity of

blood, and were told by the peafants of Beirat that the Kour-

nefe had there murdered a Muggrebin and a Greek, travellers

paffing from A fluan to Kahira, who had ftrayed thither from

mere curiofity, or perhaps with a view of finding treafure, in

which the Muggrebins pretend to fuperior {kill.

At the village called Beirat is a native fpring; and fome others,

I was told, are found in the neighbourhood, the water of which

is different from that of the Nile, yet fwcet.

Walled
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Walled towns, it has been obferved by Pococke, were not

common in Egypt, and therefore, he adds, it is probable that

Thebes was never furrounded by a wall.—That the paflage in

Homer refers not to the gates of the city, muft readily be ad-

mitted. But it appears to me likely that Thebes was walled,

from fome feint remains, which are even to this day vifiblc. In

the precindb of the vaft temple at Akfor, or El-KufTur, is difco-

verable a fmall chamber, lined either with red granite or with

porphyry, on afcendiug to the roof of which from without, and

directing the eye to the Southward in a ftraight line, as far as it

can reach, an infulated mafs is feen, which has the appearance

of having been a gate. With a telefcope, from the fame fpot,

are viable other ftill more imperfect remains, under the fame cir-

cumftances, in the directions Weft and North. From their fitua-

tion, preciiely oppofed to each other, and at the three cardinal

points, at fo great a diftance, rather than from any ftronger cir-

cumftance, I was inclined to believe that thefe may have been

three gates.—That to the Weft is very near the mountains on

that fide.

After paffing three days in and about antient Thebes, we ad-

vanced on the 26th Oct. 1792 on our voyage up the Nile.

27th Oct. Came to Ifna, a large town, the refidcnce of the

fugitive Beys. Here is alfo found a temple of the fame kind

as thofe of Thebes, inferior in fizc, but tolerably well pre-

ferved.

The
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The Beys now refident here, are, Hajfan el G'uidawi
y Acbmet

el Uali, Ofman Bey Hajfan^ and another, whofe name I did not

learn. They are very poor and deje&ed, in confequence of

their long exclufion from the government. HafTan Bey has

about thirty Mamluks with him ; the reft only eight or ten

each. Their whole revenues are drawn from the country near

Ifna and Affuan, which is but unproductive. Faffed one night

at Ifna, and thence proceeded towards Edfu.

The people here have a fuperftition concerning crocodiles

fimilar to that entertained in the Weft Indies ; they fay there is

a king of them, who refides near Ifna, and who has ears, but

no tail ; and he pofteffes an uncommon regal quality, that of

doing no harm (" the king can do no wrong"). Some are

bold enough to afTcrt that they have feen him.

28th OCt. Near a village called Hillal, obferved reliques of

ah antient town
;
part of two fmall Egyptian temples, and a

ftatue of lefs than the human fize, in a kneeling pofture, but

broken off above the knees ; the feet and legs remaining entire.

The place has been furrounded by a thick wall of unburned

brick, but of what date it is now impoffible to determine.

The following day, a little fhower fell in the morning ; the

only inftance I met with of rain in Upper Egypt. Arrived

at Edfu, and infpe&ed a gate or portico, and a fmall Egyptian

temple adjoining.

30th.
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30th. Pafled by Gebcl-cl-S'tlfdi, the chained mountain,

where, in antient times, a chain was pafled acrofs the Nile.

Here are fome fculptures in the rock, which is of hard free-

ftone, not of granite, as Norden mentions by miftake.

Same day failed by Kum-Qmbu^ literally the heap or ruins of

Ombos. Saw there the temple defcribed by the traveller juft

mentioned.

On the following day arrived at AJfuan^ the antient Syene.

The remains of antiquity arc here few, and fome feem rather

of Roman than Egyptian fabric. Even the modern town is

almoft in ruins, and contains very few houfes and inhabitants ;

it is chiefly fupported by a fmall duty upon dates, palling from

Ibrim to Kahira. Near Afluan may be ftill feen the tombs of

the Mamluks who fled from Selim on his invafion of Egypt.

They are now very ruinous.

Some remains of antiquity are yet vifible in the ifle oppo-

site Syene, antiently called Elephantine *. The Arabs ufe one

as an inclofure for cattle. A ftatue of granite alfo appears,

holding a lituus in each hand. It is remarkable that many of

the prefent inhabitants of this ifland have the negro counte-

nance, hair, and perfon.

About three hours walk from Affuan is the catara£t> in

Ar. Sbelaly more properly rapides, being merely an eafy defccnt

* Now Gairet~ti-Sag, Clauftra Imperii Romani. Tac.

Of
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of the river among numerous ifles and rocks of granite, which

obftrucl: the current. Far from deafening the fpe&ator, the

noife is hardly audible.

Near the cataract I obferved fome black rocks ; but whether

of bafaltcs, or any other fubftance, the diftance prevented me

from diftinguiftiing. It is well known that many of the antient

ftatucs and engraved ftones found in Egypt are of that mate-

rial, but it is believed to have been drawn from Abyffinia. I

obferved no quarries of bafaltes either in Egypt or the other

parts of Africa which I vifited.

At Affilan I remained three days, contriving, if poffible,

to purfuc my route up the Nile. But a war having arifen

between the Mamluks of Upper Egypt and the Cafhef of

Ibrim, no one was fuffered to pafs from Egypt to Nubia.

The caravans had all been flopped for many months, and not

even a camel could be procured. At Kahira I could attain

no previous knowlege of this war having originated with the

fugitive Beys.

With deep regret for the difappointment in my earned

wifli of proceeding to Abyffinia by this route, I was con-

ftrained to abandon all hope for that feafon, and to think of

returning.

Left Affuan the 4th of November 1792, and proceeding ra-

pidly down the Nile, arrived at Ghenne on the 7th.
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CHAP. X.

JOURNEY TO COSSIR ON THE RED SEA.

Inducements and danger—Route—Account of Co/sir—Commerce—
Return by another route—Granite rocks and antient road—
Marble quarries—Pretended canal—Earthen ware of Gbenne

—Murder of two Greeks, andfubfequent report of the writer s

death.

A RRIVINC on my return at Ghcnne («ir), I could not refift

the impulfe of curiofity excited by the late defcriptions of cu-

rious marbles, &c. which had been found in that route. It was

not difficult to find the means of pafling, though the Bedouins

then infefted the road ; but I determined to take nothing that

could be of importance to lofe, not intending to ftay long at

Cofsir. For which indeed there was another motive—An
Englifh vefiel, commanded, as was faid, by a Captain Mitchell,

having three or four years before moored there, a quarrel had

arifen between them and the natives about a fupply of water,

which is a commodity furniffied at Cofsir not without extreme

difficulty. From a violent contention blows enfued, and the

Captain thought himfelf juftified in firing on the town : in con-

fequence feveral individuals were killed, it is faid there that

they amounted to fourteen, and much damage done. The na-

tives were exceedingly exafperated, and fwore to facrificc the

firft
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firft Englifhman that fhould fall into their hands. I however

conceived it poflible to pafs undifcovered ; and fo in fact it hap-

pened. Having agreed with an Arab for two dromedaries and

a man, alfo mounted on a dromedary, for all which I was to

pay fifteen mahbubs, I left Ghenne at one in the morning of

8th November 1 792, and travelling diligently, arrived at Cofsir

on the 1 ith before fun-rife. We took the mod northern route,

which is not that apparently which Bruce travelled, (and which

feems to be the longeft by two or three hours,) as being the

leaft frequented by robbers. Our courfe on the firft day occu-

pied twelve hours, the fecond fifteen, and the third thirteen

hours ; in all about forty hours. The principal inhabitants of

Cofsir came fucceflivcly to compliment us on our arrival. They

all fcanned me with an eye of fufpicion, and the more fo as I

could not yet fpeak the Arabic fluently. But none fo much as

an old Sherif, a confiderable man in the place, who having tra-

velled to Mecca, Conftantinople, Bakdad, and other parts of the

Turktfh empire, had become acquainted with the various orders

of men, and acquired an intuitive difcrimination of character

which very few in that country pofTefs. After the common fa-

lutations had pafled, " Are you not a Frank ?" faid he.—" No,"

replied I.—" But of Frank origin " No," faid I, « I am
a Georgian by birth, but have paffed fo fhort a time in Con-

ftantinople, that I believe I cannot fpeak Turkifli much better

than I do Arabic (for I knew he fpoke a little, and was be-

ginning to addrefs me in that language.) My fervant then

joined the convtrfation, and I efcaped difcovery. The drefs,

and apparently the language of the people of Cofsir, approach

more to thofe of the Eaftcrn more of the Arabian gulph, than

to
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to thofe of the Egyptians. They arc armed with the Jctnbta,

& crooked knife, often not id's than a yard long, and commonly

a lance. Indeed they altogether appear rather fettlers from

the oppofite fhore than native Egyptians. The commerce in

coffee here is not inconfiderable. Formerly all Upper Egypt

was fupplicd with coffee by way of Suez and Kahira, but the

Beys having laid a very heavy duty on that commodity, the

inhabitants began to import from Cofsir for thenafelves, whence

they are now fupplied with the beft coffee, and at a cheaper

rate than from Suez. The town is provided with excellent fifh,

and pepper and other fpices are brought there free of duty.

Some Abyflinian flaves, tranlported from Jidda, are landed there

and carried to Kahira, but in very fmall number. While I was

there, a beautiful girl, of about fifteen, was fold for an hundred

mahbubs, or about 30I. fterling. There is no plenty of provi-

fions at Cofslr, there being no cultivable land near the town.

Even the butter they ufe there is brought from Arabia. The

only good water they have is fupplied by the Bedouins from

Terfowi, which is at the diftance of three hours. If any quar-

rel enfue with them about the price, the town is compelled to

ufe brackifli water. We paid twenty-five medines for the

ghirbe of freih water. I obferved but two vefl'ds lying in the

road, and thefe were lately arrived from Jidda. The houfes in

Cofsir are built of clay, and the number of inhabitants fettled

there is very fmall, though the ftrangers, who are continually

paffing and repailing, augment them prodigioufly. I could

obfervc no remain of antiquity within the limits of Cofsir, and

it was not then poffible to ftray to a diftance from it. Finding

the refentment of the people as flrong as ever againft the

u Franks,
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Franks, in confequence of what had happened between them

and the Englifh veffel in 1786, I thought it moft advifable to

haften my departure, though otherwife inclined to have made

fome excurfions by fea, as to the emerald mine, maadden ez&um-

merud, &c.
• • • •

13th Nov. at 71 hours A. M. we left Cofsir, and proceeding

by the ftrait road, apparently that which Bruce travelled, on

the 15th, about five P. M. arrived at the village called Bir-Am-

bar, having met a caravan coming fromGhenne' the lecond day

on the road. The morning of the 16th at fun-rife we pro-

ceeded to Ghenne, which is diftant about three hours, having

flept at Bif-Ambar in the houfc of a villager, who was very

civil and hofpitable. There was an officer at Cofsir, who be-

longed to the Cafhef of Kenne, but he fcemed to have very

little authority with the people, being there only to collect the

cuftoms.

•

The road we travelled in going to Cofsir, as well as that we
took in returning, have both fomething in them very remark-

able. The rough and lofty rocks of granite- and porphyry with

which it is on all fides environed have a magnificent and ter-

rific appearance ; and the road between them, which is almoft

level throughout, gives the idea of immenfe labour in cutting

it. All thefe circumftances concur in teftifying the importance

Cofsir mud once have had as a port. In the route we took in

going, at certain diftances on the higheft rocks is obfervable a

fucceflion of fmall ftrucTrures, formed with uncemented ftones,

and which, by the maiks of fire within them, feem to have

ferved
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ferved as fignals. Thefe are numerous, but they are too rude

to enable one to fix any time for their erection. They appear

to me to be pretty antient. The red granite is in vaft quanti-

ties, and the chain of rocks confifting of that fubftance appears

to extend itfelf in a North and South direction. Huge rocks of

porphyry, both red and green, are diftinguifhable, and, as apl

pears, more of 'it in the road we purfued in going, than in that

by which we returned. I obferved veins of alabafter in both,

but particularly in returning. The verde antico it was long

before I could difcover; at length I found it, in returning, by

the figns Bruce had defcribed. In fliort, this route unfolds a

treafore of marbles that aftonimes the beholder, and demon-

ftrates, that on any future occafion the quarries may be again

wrought, and modern architecture equal that of the beft ages

of Greece or Rome as to richnefs and durability of ornament,

if ever it {hall in juftnefs of proportion, fimplicity of tafte, or

unity of parts in one fublime whole, which indeed feems fuffi-

ciently problematical.

The immenfe excavations in thefe rocks, which greatly con-

tribute in many places to facilitate the road, are abundantly

fufficient to fupply any quantity of thefe marbles that is any

where known to exift. And it was more convenient to bring

them thence,than from any other part of Egypt.to theSouthward,

or by a long land carriage from Arabia Petraa and the neigh-

bourhood of Mount Sinai : yet, as the ftones were to be car-

ried fome way by land, perhaps a day's journey at lead, it was

neccflary to have a road more level and eafy, than could have

been required for the paflage of lefs ponderous and cumbrous

u 2 materials.
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materials. Whether obfervation of the fa&, without refle&ing

enough on the probable caufe, might have given rife to the re-

port refpefting a canal communicating in this quarter between

the Nile and the Arabian gulf, or whether it was the effe& of

mifunderilanding the antient writers on the fubjedt, is unim-

portant ; fitch an idea has prevailed, and it is countenanced by

fome intelligent authors. In frequenting the places, and not

wholly unimprefTed by tkis thought, I have never yet been able

to perfuade myfelf that fuch a canal had exiftcd, or could have

been formed. There are no marks, in either of the roads I pafTed,

of water having ever flowed there, and the level of the road,

after leaving the river, is much higher than that of the river

itfelf. But the level of the river is certainly not lower than in

former ages, and the water, if ever it flowed there, mull have

flowed from the Nile to the fea, and not from the fea to the

Nile.—The conclufion is obvious.

The coloquintida, ccelocynth, abounds near Biramiar, and

between it and Ghenne. The natives fcarcely think it worth

gathering, fo low is the price in Kahira. At Ghenne" is a ma-

nufactory of the beft bardaks, kulle, earthen bottles, and

jugs for water. They are made of a fine blue or bluilh white

clay
;
very thin and light, not too much baked, of a pretty

fhape and convenient fize. Something of the fame kind is made

in other places, but none fo much efteerned as thofe of Ghenne.

The fabric is in few hands, but great numbers are made. They

fell for double the price at Kahira which they fetch here.

Large jars are alfo conftructed, which are called bamSm, or bath.

Thefe too arc very elegantly formed, and both by filtration

purify
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purify and cool the water, in a greater degree than might be

imagined. The people of the country however drink the

water that remains within, not that which has pafled through

the jar or bottle.

On going to Cofsir, I had fent my baggage forward to Afliut.

Nothing remained therefore but to find a fmall boat, on my
return to Ghenne, in which to be conveyed to Afliut. This

offered itfelf on the fecond day, and two Derwilhes were my
companions in that journey, one of them a very intelligent

man. We flopped at all the principal towns, but without any

new occurrence, and reached Affiut on the 21ft.

I remained in that city till the 30th, when we fet fail for

Kahira, or rather traded ourfelves to the current, the wind

blowing conftantly from North-weft. I flopped a night at

Benefoef, intending to have pafled thence to Feiume : but

rinding it not eafy to meet with a conveyance, declined that

journey, and arrived in Kahira on the 8th of December.

The wind, which was high during our excurfion to Cofsir,

and afterwards on the Nile, contained fuch penetrating cold,

that, on coming to Affiut, I found myfelf affected flrongly with

a fever. A large dofc of James's powder however removed it.

A fhort time before my arrival at Ghenne', two Greeks, who
were going to feek their fortune, as they reported, in Habbefh,

came to Kous. The one had a fmall fupply of money, of

which the other was deftitute—Words arofe between them, and

fome
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Come good friend advifed them to have recourfe to the Cafhef

of the place to fettle their difference. This officer, who was a

young man, and noted for the violence of his character, heard

their refpe&ive narratives, and then, finding that money was

the caufe of their difagreement, terminated the hopes of the

one, and the fears of the other, by an order for the inftant

death of both.

The report, in reaching Kahira, was charged with various

circumftances of aggravation, and even the perfons'of the fuf-

ferers were changed. It was there faid, that the Frank who
was in Said was one of the two maflacred, and the Camef's

matter was among the number of thofe who had been deceived.

Kt'id Agci) in whofe department Rous was fituated, fent word of

this event, accompanied with a fuitable comment, and, as was

faid, an offer of any reafonable reparation, to the Auftrian Con-

ful, the only one refident in Kahira. The latter had forwarded

it to the BritiQi Conful at Alexandria, when I arrived at Kahira

in time perfonally to contradict it. The death of the two

Greeks, it was faid, remained unnoticed.
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CHAP. XI.

OCCURRENCES AT KAHIRA.

Arrival of the Pajha—Death of Haffan Bey—Decline of the

French factory in Kabira—Expulfion of the Maronite Cbri/l-

tans from the Cuflom-boufe—-Riot among the Galiongis—Ob-

flru&ion of the canal of Mcnuf—Supply offifh in the pools of

Kabira—Expedition ofAcbmet Aga, &c.

On the 13th October 1796, the newly-appointed Paflia made

his entrance into the city, in a manner more public than has

been ufual tor fome years. His name is Bekir : he is a Pa(ha

of three tok or tails, and was formerly Grand Wizir. The

proceflion confided of, firft, the great officers of the city, and

among them the Janizary aga, then fome boftangis, two and

two. Several of the Beys, fuperbly mounted, two and two,

preceded and followed by a body of Mamliiks. Twelve fine

led horfes, richly caparifoned. The band of mufic belonging

to the Paflia. The tails, the officers and fervants of his houfe-

hold ; and laftly, the Paflia himfelf.

Neither Ibrahim nor Murad Bey was prefent. They both

afterwards made their vifit of ceremony, when, as ufual, no-

thing remarkable pafled. After a convenient interval, Bekir

Paflia
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Pafha fcnt to the Sbecb-el-Belad and De/ierddr
t defiring them to

meet him to confider of providing the ufual Chafne for Con-

ftantinople, which he faid for fome time had been greatly in

arrcar. The former replied, that all which related to the public

revenue was under the management of his brother Murad

;

and that he (Ibrahim) only concerned himfelf with the city,

and its internal government. The latter gave for anfwer, that

he had long fince turned his attention from public affairs to

his perfonal cafe and fecurity ; that he was now poor, and be-

come a farmer, cultivating wheat and beans. He contented

himfelf with referring the Pafha to the younger Beys, who, he

faid, fhared between them all the public authority. The next

meffage was directed to Mohammed Bey Elfi, Ibrahim Bey el

Sogheir, and other of the younger Senjiaks. They replied, that

if the Pafha fought for money, all their treafures were buried

in Kara-meidan*, and he had nothing more to do than to meet

them there, to become potieffed of a part of them.

The Mamliiks commonly exercife on Monday and Friday

in each week, at a place called Muftab6, between Kahira and

Mifr-el-attike'. Here they fhoot at a mark, and throw the

jertd. The Beys are often fpe&ators, and fometimes actors. It

was on one of thefe occafions that HafTan Bey, who had

been formerly a Have of Ibrahim Sbccb-el-Belad^ and in whom
the latter placed much confidence, being prefent, a mamluk of

his train, having attempted to difcharge his fufil, which miffed

• A place where the troops are exercifed, and rencontres between oppofing

parties frequently have had place.

fire,
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fire, threw it on his ftioulder, and rode off, to make way for

Others. In pafling the Bey, the powder, which was damp,

having taken lire, the piece went off, and lodged the contents

in the breafl: of the Bey. He fell, and immediately expired.

The Have fled, but it was not fuppofed any notice would be

taken of what was merely accidental, however unfortunate. To
fill up the number, Murzuk, fon of Ibrahim Bey, was promoted

by his father's intereft.

Even as far back as the period of my arrival in Egypt, the

French nation complained loudly of the treatment it received

from the Beys. Forty or fifty days fcarcely elapfed without

fome new demand for money, which it was underftood was

never likely to be repaid. Add to this, their commerce was

daily decreafing, and no fixed tarif had they been able to efta-

bli(h with the farmer of the cuftoms, for the reception of their

goods.

When the war commenced, a conful was newly arrived at

Alexandria, and he came to Kahira ; but it was to little pur-

pofe that he fixed himfelf there for the protection of trade,

when the thoughts of the French government were engroffed

by other objeas, and they could neither fupport nor fupply

their factories.

Affairs continued nearly in the fame ftate till this time, Nov.

1796, when the Conful, Magallon, has obtained leave from his

government to quit Kahira, and to refidc entirely at Alexandria,

X which
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which is obvioufly a place of greater fccurity, and more prompt

efcape, if they have any (hipping in the port. The mer-

chants rauft indeed divide their profits with their agents in Ka-

hira, but in all other refpe&s have ameliorated their condition.

At this time there remain only three French commercial

houfes in Kahira, and a phyfician. The remainder of the

nation is at Alexandria, to the amount perhaps of ten or twelve

families.

Nov. 1 796. A change has lately taken place in the cuftom-

houfe here, and at Alexandria and Damiatt, with which the

Chriftians are much difpleafed. The duties for many years

had been farmed to Jews, whofe gains and fufferings were

both in the extreme. During the laft twenty years they have

been in the hands of Damafcene or other Syrian Chriftians,

whofe numbers and wealth have in that period increafed.

Their mutual jealoufies and inceflant quarrels were of great

benefit to the ruling Beys, who took care to fleece each

party alternately, and teach them a wifdom by dear-bought

experience, which, however, they were not always able to

learn.

Their mod folemn afleverations would have led any perfon

uninformed on the fubje<a to imagine, that their whole nation

was continually a lofer by its bargain with the Beys. But their

gains were in reality fo vaft, that certain fecrets, developed by

their infidelity to each other, led Murad Bey, in whofe jurif-

dteion the cuftom6 were, to imagine that the having the col-

legion
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leclion of them in hia own hands would be a material addition

to his revenue. For once his determination accorded with the

public good: the plurality of the Kahirine merchants being

better contented with the new mode than the old one. The

Chriftians were removed, and fpared the fufferings of which

they had long fo loudly complained. But how vain are human
wifhes ! This novel regulation was fcarcely put in force, and

the collection of the import and export duties thrown into the

hands of Mohammedans, who were immediately refponfiblc

for the receipts of their office to the Bey, than the Syrian Chrift-

ians came forward with very lucrative propofals, if they might

be allowed to hope, that the right of farming the cuftoms

would be a fecond time transferred to them. Murad, whofe

intellect is clear, though conftitution, paft fufferings, and in-

difference as to the future, have rendered him abfolutely

fenfual, whole profufenefs had left him no option as to the

means of gain, but who had yet fpirit to fcorn the bafenef*

of thefe parafites, on the offer of fome conditional prefents of

great value, contumelioufly difmiffed the deputation from his

prcfence. The cuftoms therefore continued in the hands

of Mohammedans, and the Chriftians were reduced to*

defpair.

The Chriftian merchants of Syria, eftabliflxed here, make

fuch a prodigal and oftentatious difplay of wealth, that it lef-

fens our wonder at the extortions of the Beys. At one of their

weddings, five hundred chickens were ferved up every day, and

other articles in proportion. This fete lafted ten fucceffivc days.

x 2 The
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The prefents to the fingers were faid to have amounted to

fourteen hundred mahbubs.

A riot happened between the Galiongitt or failors, (moftly

Chriftians,) belonging to Murad Bey, and the Mamluks. Murad

had difmiffed a naval officer, beloved by the Galiongis, and their

difcontent joined with the conftant jealoufy of the Mamluks

to create a difturbance, in which about feventy lives were loft,

and the city was (hut up for feveral days.

Nov. 1796. The waters of the Nile having almoft aban-

doned the Eaftern branch, which leads to Damiatt, purfuing the

more direct courfe of the canal of Menuf, after a neglect of

many years, it became neceffary to apply a remedy. Accord-

ingly, Murad Bey commanded his engineer, Achmed, to under-

take this duty. After encountering fome difficulties, the pur-

pofe was at length effected by driving piles, and the river re-

fumed its former courfe.

A circumftance is related concerning the propagation of fifh

in Kahira. As foon as the Nile begins to fill the feveral pools,

blrketsy in the neighbourhood, the fifhermen go to the river, and

collecting feveral forts of fpawn, diftribute it into the pools,

where in the fpace of three or four days, it produces fifh in

abundance.

Nov. 1796. Achmet Aga, a Zanthiote, who has been

already mentioned, about this time left Kahira on his way to

Dar-
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Dar-Fur, by the return of the caravan with which I came.

The Sultan Abd-cl-rachman, dcfirous of gaining a name among

the neighbouring princes, but injudicious and governed by

caprice in the choice of the means, and flung with the rage of

conqueft, though regardlefs of the means of fecurity, fought

for fome perfon to exhibit to him the European invention of

artillery ; and though he had not yet been witnefs to its effects,

conceived that the poffeffion of fome of the gold mines under

Sennaar would foon be realized on his obtaining thefe power-

ful engines. He wrote to the Beys to requeft they would

fend him fome one from among their fervants, who might make

him mafter of this important difcovery. He alfo fought for a

medical practitioner.

The perfon abovemcntioned had embraced Iflamifm, and

poffefled fome ingenuity in mechanical operations, particu-

larly the conftruction of artillery. He was not extremely at

eafe in Kahira ; and Murad Bey, unable to improve his fitua-

tion from the multitude of prior claimants, confented to his

requeft for pcrmiffion to depart. He gave him ftrong recom-

mendations to the monarch, and a horfc, camels, and other

rcquifitcs for the journey. Achmcd commenced his route with

eclat, having with him fifty or fixty artificers, who had enter-

prize enough to encounter the difficulties of fo long a paflage,

or who thought no change could render their fituation worfe.

He had alfo four pieces of brafs cannon, fix pounders.

Thus an opening fecmcd offered to furnifh the people

of Soudan with one more, at leaft, of the equivocal bleffings

of
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of civilized fociety.—What may have been the termination of

Achmet's voyage I have not heard j but his perfeverance was

fcarcely equal to the undertaking, and it feems likely, that

when his golden hopes fhould have vanifhed, he would

return to Egypt in defpondency, or periQi in Dar-Fur.

•
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CHAP. XII.

ANTIENT EGYPTIANS.

Tbeir perfons, complexion, Esfc

In the hiftory of nations, fome fa£b may gradually become

obfcure, by having appeared to the hiftoriographer of the time,

and even to thofe of fome ages after, too notorious to require

being particularly recorded. Amid the various information re-

fpe&ing the manners of the Athenians and Romans to be drawn

from their refpeSive hiftorians, poets, and orators, we are not

furniflied with the means of afcertaining the appropriate enun-

ciation of their own languages. A few cafual hints, from Dio-

nyfius of Halicarnaflus and Cicero, afford all the light that anti-

quarian labour has been able to throw on this fubjec*.

The colour of the antient Egyptians has of late become a

matter of doubtful inveftigation from the fame caufcs ; but is

in its nature more interesting, and therefore merits a fhort dif-

cufllon. By one of the moft recent and intelligent travellers in

that country, a conje&ure, apparently novel, has been offered

to the public, viz. that the original inhabitants of Egypt were

negroes, and that, accordingly, the world is indebted for all thofe

branches of fcicnce which had their origin in Egypt, and were

afterward*
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afterwards perfected by the Greeks, and for all thofc monu-
ments of art, the feint remains of which ftill excite admiration,

to a people of that defcription.

The philanthropy of Volney has Induced him to rely more

on the arguments he adduces in fupport of his hypothefis,

than the nature of thofe arguments feems to admit : and the

authority of an author who juftly holds fo high a place in the

public cftimation, is fufficient to give currency to error.

If plaufible arguments were brought to eftablifti the doctrine

here mentioned, it would be unreafonable to refute aflent to it

folely as militating againit a commonly received opinion. But

to fix beyond controverfy an hiftorical fact, more furely is re-

quired than ingenious conjecture, fancied refemblanccs, and

quotations of but dubious meaning.

The fubject in queftion ought not to be clouded by any

prejudicated opinion relative to the phyfical differences between

the white and black race of men. The evidence mould be

patiently weighed, and the whole left to Hand on a folid bafis,

or fall by its own infirmity.

The Coptic language bears a roanifeft relationfiiip to the

Arabic and Syriac, as Volney allows. But are the languages

allied, and the nations who fpeak them ftrangers to each other :

It would feem, on the contrary, the fubject of proof, that if the

languages be indeed cognate, the nations who fpeak them mud
have proceeded from one parent ftock ; for what rcfcmblance

between
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between the fonorous copioufnefs of the Arabic, and the ineffa-

ble mendicancy of the native African tongues * ?

The Ethiopians, or in a more confined fenfe, the Abyflinians,

though fo much farther removed from Afia, the fource of migra-

tion, are far from partaking what is properly called the negro

character, as the narratives of the Portuguefe writers, who firft

knew them, with thofe of Poncet, and in our times of Bruce,

abundantly teftify. The Fungni, or people of Sennaar, with

thofe of Dongola, Mahas, &c. in Barabra, or Nubia, are, as all

the Europeans who have feen them in Kahira can affirm, not

negroes. And if all thefe be colonies from Syria or Arabia

Felix, how are we conftrained to acknowlegc that the Egyptians

muft have been of the African race ?

It has been urged that the Colofial figure of the Sphinx, near

the pyramids, gave additional countenance to the opinion that

the Egyptians were black, the face of that ftatue having been

faid to refcmble the negro. But, not to mention that the form

of the vifage is now become entirely dubious, in forming ftatues

of mere ornament, or as reprefentations of the human figure,

the artift endeavours to give the features mod habitual to him,

or what are moft admired among his countrymen ; but as to

a merely emblematical figure, the fame reafoning is not conclu-

five. Would it be imagined that a dog-headed nation once

exifted from the figure of Latrator Anubis ? Unfortunately, of

the Sphinxes at Thebes, innumerable fragments of which are

• Populorum Africa: vocabula ptcrumque incflabilia, prxterquam ipforum

Unguis. Flint.

y yet
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yet remaining, fcarcely one is entire enough to give any idea of

the form of the vifage which the fculptor defigned to attach

to it.

The ftatues of the Nile, it is faid, were made of hlack mar-

hie, in allufion to his coming from Ethiopia. If this fymbol,

hitherto fo unfatisfadtorily explained, (the Sphinx,) had any rela-

tion to the fame fubjedt, might not the negro face be given to

it for a fimilar reafon *? It would hardly have been thought

necefiary to explain why the figure of the Nile was black, if the

complexion of the natives of Egypt had been generally acknow-

leged of the fame tinge.

The complete filence of the anticnt writers, concerning fo

Angular a circumftance as that of the negro character of the

Egyptians, if all other arguments were equally balanced, would

be fufficient to decide this point in the negative. In defect,

however, of hiftorical and pofitive tcftimony, ftrong circumftan-

tial evidence is drawn from the monuments of undoubted an-

tiquity yet remaining. Among thefe are the imall ftatues of

Ills, &c. daily found among the ruins in various parts of Egypt.

Thefe are adorned with a profufion of long hair, peculiarly

contorted, and the nofe, lips, and other features, are far from

refembling thofe of the negro. The fame may be obferved of

the figures in alto relievo and baflb relievo, on the walls at

Thebes, in the caverns of Gebel-el-Silfili, &c. Of the Coloflal

* The beft idea of the Sphinx feems to be that of Maillet, who fuppofet it

an emblem of the incrcafc of the Nile under the fign* of Leo and Virgo.

ftatue*
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ftatues at Thebes, the features are too much damaged to be

adduced in proof.

The two harpers, and feveral other human figures in the ca-

Terns of Thebes, called Biban-el-moluk
y
(tombs of the kings,)

and in which the colours are perfectly well preferved, have the

features and complexion exactly refcmbling the Egyptians of

the prefent day.

The apparent teflimony of Herodotus, the earlieft hiftorian

whofe works have reached our days, is not fo ftrong as might

at firft appear. The terms /xiA«V%P°«f **' ou\oTfix*( are merely

relative, and apply to the greater or lefs degree of blacknefs and

crifpature of the Egyptians, as compared with the Greeks, to

whom the writer was addrefling himfelf ; and certainly cannot

be confined to pofitive blacknefe or woolly hair. To corrobo-

rate this Interpretation of the pafTage from Herodotus, may be

adduced a fimilar one fromAmmianus Marcellinus, lib. xxii.

That author fays, that the Egyptians are Atrati^ a term of

equally ftrong import with the fu\dyxpot( of Herodotus, but,

like it, evidently applied in a comparative &nfe
;

for, in the

very next fentence, he fays, crubcfcunt% they blufh, or grow red.

It is true, indeed, negroes fuffer a certain change of countenance

when affected with the fentimcnt of fhame, but it would be

rather a bold affertion that the word erubefecre can ever be ap-

plied to characterife the effect of that feeling on a negro. Even

in the vernacular idioms of modern Europe, by the term a black

matt, is daily defignated one of vifibly a darker complexion than

y 2 ourfelves.
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ourfelves. Be fides, what antient writer has defcribed the inha-

bitants of Colchis ? Was Medea, the Love of the Grecian he-

roes, a negrefs ?

Volney has offered as a general remark on the Mamluks of

Egypt, that they arc eafily diftinguiihable from the natives by

having light hair. It is certain that dark hair, eyes, and com-

plexion, do not obtain fo univerfally among them as among

the native Egyptians or Arabs
; yet in fact, their eyes and hair

may be obferved much more commonly of a dark than light

hue. If then the fondnefs for generalizing his remarks have

operated to deprive this author of the knowlege which hourly

experience, continued for feveral months, could not fail to have

given him, what may not be credited as to the effect of his

prejudices in matters of remote and doubtful hiftory, where

truth is to be drawn out only by patient inquiry, and the fre-

quency of error is exactly proportioned to that of conjecture ?

•

But if all the arguments to confute this new theory fhould

fail, one fact remains which is invincible. The perfons of the

antient Egyptians, prefcrved as it were entire by the prefcience

of that people concerning the errors into which pofterity might

fall, exhibit an irrefragable proof of their features and of the

colour of their (kin, which is now, by the quantity of mummies
that have been imported into Europe, fubject to the infpection

of the curious almoft throughout that quarter of the globe.

This refurrection of witnefles alfo evinces, that the Copts are

their genuine defendants, and prefervc the family Iikenefs

in
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in their complexion of duflcy brown, dark hair and eyes,

lips fometimes thick, but the nofe as often aquiline, and other

marks of a total difiimilitude between them and the negro

race.

The black complexion of the Africans feems to extend much

farther North in the Weftern, than in the Eaftern part of the

continent they inhabit. The people of Fezzan, whofe capital is

in latitude if 48" or about 2
0 10" to the South of Kahira,

are black, while the Egyptians, in the fame latitude, are only of

brown or olive colour. The Fezzaners, however, have not en-

tirely the negro feature. They have frequently children by

their negro flaves, the Egyptians but feldom. The ifland, near

Afiuan, confifts chiefly of blacks ; but the townfmen of A(Iuan

are of a red colour, and have the features of the Nubians, Ba-

rabra^ whofe language they alfo willingly fpeak. The people

of El-wah are quite of Egyptian or Arab complexion and fea-

ture, none of them black : fo that I fcarcely conceived myfelf

to have arrived at the confines of the blacks, till we reached the

firft inhabited part of Dar-Fur. The firft I faw are called

Zegbatva
;

they are not negroes, but a diftindi race. The
Arabs of this empire remain always very diftinguifhable in

colour and feature. The people of Harraza are of a reddifli

complexion. Perhaps this being a very mountainous diftrift

may
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may occafion fome peculiarity. The Furians are perfectly

blaclc I have fecn fome of the natives of Kulla, whence flaves

are brought, and which is farther South than Dar-Fur, that

were red. On the whole, one might be inclined to go as far

fifteen degrees of north latitude in this part of Africa, to find

the line between the Arabs and the Blacks.
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CHAP. XIII.

JOURNEY TO FEIUM.

Tamicb—Canals—Feium—Rofes—Lake Maris—OaJIs Parva—
Pyramids—ofHawara—of Dajbur—ofSakarra—of Jizey

or the great Pyramids—Antient Memphis—Egyptian Ca-

pitals.

On the 28th of December 1792 left Kahirato vifit Feium, a

city diftant about fixty miles to the South-weft. At Moknan

procured from the Shech a letter to one of his officers, refiding

at Bedis, another village further on to the Southward, com-

manding him to accompany me to Feifim. Proceeded through

a grove of large date trees, which are watered from feveral

cifterns, all of them fupplied from the Nile, during its in-

creafe.

Between Bedis and Tamieh palled a natural opening, in the

chain which conftitutcs the Weftern wall of Egypt. A fmall

canal runs through Tamieh*, and here the country again

• Pococke, vol. i. p. yf5. conceives this place to have received its name from

the Greek word Tupuix, there having been a kind of lock there to reftrain or let

loofc the water in the canal which paffes by it.

aflumes
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aflumes the afpect of cultivation. This little town is remark-

able for a manufacture of mats, though the fituation be fo in-

fecure, that the Arabs in the preceding night had plundered

their whole ftock, to the value, as they faid, of five or fix

thoufand patackes. The Arabs ftill haunted the neighbourhood,

and we were forced to difcharge a few muflcet (hot to keep off

a fmall party that aflailed us in the morning.

PaiTed another canal at Sentkris, the feat of an hofpitable

Shech of the Bedouins. Thefe canals reach from the Nile to

the lake called Moeris. Left Senuris at half paft feven on the

i ft January 1 793 and in two hours arrived at Feium.

At a (mail diftance to the North are the ruins of an antient

town, called by the Arabs Mtdinet Farh
y city of the Perfians,

probably antient Arfinoe. Some mutilated bufts and ftatuei

found here were offered for fale. I alfo obferved fome jars,

refembling thole ufed to contain the dead Ibis, and fome

vitrifications that fecmed to indicate an Arab glafs-work.

Feium ftands on the principal canal leading from the Nile

to the lake, and is furrounded with cultivated ground, a great

part gardens, producing that profufion of rofes for which this

place was celebrated, and which were diflilled into rofe-water.

The mode of propagating them was by continued layers ; the

young twigs thence aiifing being found to produce the largeft

and moft fragrant flowers. The rofe-water was excellent, and

fent to all quarters ; but the cultivation is now running gra-

dually to decay. Wheat and other grain abound in the vicinity.

This
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This city is not walled, but is populous, though on the de-

cline ; it contains feveral mofques and okals. There are few

Copts, the inhabitants being chiefly Mohammedans. The houfes

are partly ftone, partly unburned bricks. It is governed by a

Cafhef. The fifh from the lake cannot be praifed. Provifion*

tolerably plentiful ; water good.

After pafllng three days at Feium, proceeded towards the

lake, of which I wiflied to make the circuit. This is the McerU

of Strabo and Ptolemy ; and the teftimony of the latter, living

in Egypt, feems unqueftionable. However this be, the lake,

now called Rirkct-cl-kerun
%
probably from its extremities bear-

ing fome refemblanre to horns, hears no mark of being, as fome

fuppofe, the product of human art. The (hape, as far as was

diftinguifliable, feems not inaccurately laid down in D'Anville's

map, unlefs it be that the end neareft the Nile mould run more

in a North-weft and South-eaft direction. The length may
probably be between thirty and forty miles ; the breadth, at

the wideft part I could gain, was 5000 toifes, as taken with a

fextant, that is, nearly fix miles. The utmoft poflible extent

of circuit mull of courfe be thirty leagues. On the North-eaft

and South is a rocky ridge, in every appearance primeval : there

are fome ifles in the extremity neareft Feium, where there is a flat

fandy more. In fhort, nothing can prefent an appearance more

unlike the works of men. Several fifliermen, in miferable boats,

are conftantly employed on the lake. The water is brackifti,

like mod bodies of water under the fame circumftances.

z The
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The weftern extremity of this lake is in the dominion of the

Muggrehine Arabs, who pafs thither from El-wab el-gburbi^

and other places, and who being there under no control, fuffer

no perfon to travel thither, unlefs under their immediate protec-

tion. This information, which I received not till my arrival at

Feium, fruftrated my expectations of reaching fome ruins which

are faid to exift there. The Arab Shech of Abu-k'ijfe told me
it would require four days to go round the lake, and return

on the other fide. That there are no villages near it, nor any

thing to be procured but from the Muggrebines juft mentioned.

On one of the ifles at the Eaftern extremity it is faid that human

bones are fometimes found.

/
./ From Feium travelled South-eaft. At Hawara arc two fmall

pyramids of unburned brick, and another paflage through the

mountain. The plain from Feium to the Nile is in excellent

cultivation, chiefly wheat, then juft rifing from the ground.

Illahon is a town or large village, filled with perfons whofe

chief employment is the culture of the foil. PaiTed the Rabr-

bila-ma
y
the channel of a large canal. Farther on is Bathen *,

a long deep cut, fuppofed to be the artificial Mceris of Herodo-

tus and Diodorus Siculus.

Returned to Bedis. On the following day palTed the pyra-

mids of Daihur. Five appear fucceflively, exclufive of thofe

of Sakarra. The third after thofe of Hawara> already men-

• Parallel to this is a narrow cut, called Bahr Yufluf, which run* into the

Birket-Kerun.

tioncd,
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tioned, is that of Medun, which has been very elegant, and

built in this lingular form,

It is compofed of large pieces of the ufual foft free-Hone,

joined together with a little cement ; and has been hewn off

to a ftraight furface. It would be extremely difficult to afcend

to the top, which is now very broad ; but it is probable that

there was another fquare, completing its fummit, which hat

been removed. The north fide has been injured by tearing out

ftones, which open a view of the interior, which is however

entirely folid. This pyramid has been fuppofed to be natural

rock at the bafe, but this miftake muft have arifen from a part

being concealed. On removing the fand, (which rifes chiefly

in the middle,) and on examining the corners, the ftones and

cement may be obferved to the very bottom.

The fourth is the moft foutherly of the four pyramids of

Dafhur, where are two large and two fmall. It is in the form

of a cone, terminating in au obtufe triangle, and is now much

damaged. There is no appearance of any cafing on this or any

other of the pyramids. The ftones do not point to the center,

like thofe of the great pyramids of Jize. The faces of all thefe

pyramids are directed to the four cardinal points of the com-

pafs. Near them ftands one of unburned brick, and a fmall

one of ftone, not completed.

z 2 At
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At Sakarra a great number exift, among which ten are of a

large fizc. The fmallcr ones are fometimes alraoft undiftin-

guifhable from the fand-hills, and are dilapidated ; the ftones

being ufed as materials for building at Kahira, Jize, &c.

The two largeft of the pyramids are at about the diftance of

two hours and a half from Jize, and arc well known to all who

have vifited Egypt. The dimenfions of that which has been

opened I found to be as follow

:

Feet. Inches.

Great chamber - 34 5

Breadth - - - 17 2

Sarcophagus - - 7 8

Breadth - - - 3 2

Depth within - 2 iof

Thicknefs - - o 6

The galleries and great chamber are fituated due North and

South, allowing for the variation of the needle.

, «... ,

Feet.

The firft paflagc defcending - - i°5 1

Small chamber, length - - - 18 9
breadth - - - 17 1

Antichamber, length - - - 7 5
Main gallery, upper part - - - 150 0

' lower part - - - 148 0

Paflage to inferior chamber - - 109 1

An
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An abfurd opinion has recently been ftated, that the pyra-

mids are hewn out of the rock on which they ftand ; but the

firft ocular infpection would fet this afide, the joinings of the

ftones being everywhere marked with cement. But it is unne-

eeflary to dwell on a conjecture fo futile.

• •
• . / -

'
'">

In the open pyramid, the chamber is lined with granite, and

the fcrcophagus alfo jforwied of that ftone. the materials

ufed in the general fabrication of thcfe edifices is free-ftone, of

a foft kind and white hue t h is replete with (hells. The rock

on wt»eh they ft*n4 of the fcme. feft ftone. Returned to

Kahira. -.
;
.-,v . ;| :'!..;

On another occafion I vHlted the pleaiant fitc of the ant i ent

Memphis, on the left bank of the Nile, about two hours to the

South of Kahira, in a plain above three miles broad, between

the river and the mountains. The land is now laid down in

corn, with date trees toward the mountains. Nothing remains

except heaps of rubbiih, in which are found pieces of fculp-

tured ftone. The fpot has been furrounded with a canal, and

feems every way a more eligible fituation than that of Kahira *.

Its extent might be marked by that of the ground where re-

mains are dug up, and which is always overgrown with a kind

• Tiv M7»a vpum Bacitiwana 'Air^r!*, «i Wfki tW/sr T»urn pir inoyrfVfSrm mil

Tr> Ml'jupcv. HERODOT.

Of the fa& of Memphis having been furrounderl by water, fome evidences ap-

pear even at this day. Parts of the banks of the canal yet are viCble toward the

mountains, and at the extremities of the ground, where ruins are diftinguifliablc.

Of
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of thiftle that feems to thrive among ruins. It i3 mod conve-

niently vifited from the Coptic convent called Abu-Ncmrus.

_ - . * . .

None of the fine marbles that are fcattered fo profufely at

Alexandria are difcoverable here ; whether it be that they were

never ufed, or carried away to adorn other places.
*

*

Of the feveral capitals of Egypt in fucceflive ages, Thebes,

or Diofpolis, feems the raoft antient. Next was Memphis, itfelf

a city of the moft remote antiquity. Babylon feems to have

been only the capital of a part retained by the Perfians, after

Cambyfes had fubdued Egypt, and was, by all accounts, founded

by the Perfians. Alexandria fuccecdcd Memphis, and remained

the chief cky, till the Saracens founded Mifr~e!-Kabira.
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CHAP. XIV.

JOURNEY TO SINAI.

Route—Suez—Ships andJhip-building—Trade—Scarcity of wai-

ter—Remains of the antient canal—T&r—Mountains of red

granite—Defeription ofSinai—Eqftern gulf of the Red Sea—
Return to Kahira.

On the 1 ft of March 1793 left Kahira to proceed to Suez; I

had made an agreement with the Arab Shech, who was charged

with the care of the caravan, that he and his fervant fhould ac-

company me, without waiting for its flow progrefs. But he

broke his engagement, as ufual with the Arabs, and I was con-

tained to wait for the departure of a large body, confiding of

an hundred and fifty perfons and two hundred camels.

The route to Suez is nearly one uniform plain, generally hard

and rocky, though here and there fpots of deep fand occur. The

journey was very flowly conducted, as the camels were permit-

ted to brouze on the verdure which fprinkles the defert folely

after the winter. On the third day, a South-weft wind having

fubfided, rain fell for four hours and a quarter. The mornings

and evenings were cold, though hot in the day. Some have

ignorandy conceived that no rain falls in Egypt. At Alexandria

fhowery



i 76 TRAVELS IN AFRICA,

(howery weather will prevail for a week together ; and I have

fometimes fecn rain at Kahira. In Upper Egypt even fliowers

are very rare, and only one fell while I was in that country.

After a heavy progrefs of five days reached Suez. The town

is fmall, and built of unburned brick. It contains twelve mofques,

of which fome are ftone, but the moft are mean buildings. The

fca near the town is very (hallow, yet there is a fmall yard for

{hip-building. Population, Mohammedans, with a very few

Greeks. Suez is very modern, probably built within thefe laft

three hundred years ; being unknown to travellers of a more

antient date.

There are here at prefent four three-mafted vefieJs, and ten

others, fomc with two, fome with one. Two building, one of

which is pierced for twelve guns ; and ten large boats, without

maftfc The largeft of thefe (hips wa» intended for the Indian

trade, the reft for traffic to Jidda ; one or two of them had been

built in Yemen.

The Arab mode of (hip-building is fingular. They have no

art to bend the timbers ; none of them are crooked except na-

turally fo. They are very (lender, and where the upper and

lower ribs join, do not pafs one over the other, but by the fide

of each other.

At Suez coffee forms the chief article of trade. It is a place

of no ftrength, and has only eight old cannon, feemingly unfit

for fervice j the others were removed to Jize" by Ifaiail Bey.

The
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The fea here produces few fifh. Oyfters indeed, and a few others

of the (hell kind, are feen ; the beft fifh not coming higher than

Cofsir. Meat is fcarce, bread of an inferior quality, fometimes

hardly eatable. Butter and milk are brought in fmall quanti-

ties by the Arabs. Water is brought from three feveral places.

Bir Naba, to the northward, affords the beft ; the others are

Aim Mitfa and Bir-es-Suez. It is always bought by the (kin at

a confiderable price, and if a war were to arife with the Arabs,

none could be found.

I was very defirous to infpect the Eaftern portion of the canal

cut by Adrian, according to D'Anville, which extends from Bir-

ket-es-Sbeib to Suez, but my Arab guides would not accompany

me, in fpite of a previous agreement made for that purpofe.

All confented that marks of the canal exifted, and fome of them

arofe to my own obfervation.

The ruins of Arfinoe may yet be recognized in a mount of

rubbifli in the neighbourhood of Suez. The fpot is now
called Kolfunty and remains cxift of a ftone pipe for conveying

water thither from Bir Naba. A rock, on the African fide of

the gulf, furnilhcs petroleum^ which is brought to Suez, and

eftcemcd a cure for bruiles, &c. In crofling the gulf juft be-

fore Suez, boats arc ufed at high water, which comes in rapidly

to the height of four feet ; at other times camels, horfes, and

men ford it with fafety.

At Suez I obferved in the flullow parts of the adjacent fea,

a fpecies of weed, which in the funfliine appeared to be red

A A coral,
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coral, being of a hue between fcarlet and crimfon, and of a

fpungy feel and quality. I know not if any ufe be made of it,

nor am I acquainted with its Arabic name ; but it ftrikes me,

that, if found in great quantities at any former period, it may

have given the recent name to this fea ; for this was the Ara-

bian gulf of the Antients, whofe Mare Erytbraum, or Red Sea,

was the Indian Ocean. This weed may perhaps be the DID fuph

of the Hebrews, whence £^D Yam Supb, their name for this

fca.

The Ihores here abound in beautiful fhells of various kinds ;

a circumftance which might alfo have been remarked in fpeak-

ing of Maadie near Abukir.

On the 8th of March 1793, pafled the ford at Suez, and on

the 14th arrived at Tur. So many journies to Mount Sinai

have been publiflied, that I fhall not dwell much on the parti-

culars. The route from Suez to Tur at firft lies along a barren

coaft, but afterwards fomc pleafant vales of verdure are found,

particularly Wadi Corondcl, where grow fome date trees and

fhrubs. Mountains of red granite are feen, perhaps too inter-

fperfed with porphyry.

A fpot is pointed out by the Greek priefts of a fmall convent

near Tur, where a church is faid to have been buried, and mi-

'

raculous noifes ftill heard, but on vifiting it, in the mere expec-

tation of fome natural phenomenon, found nothing.

On
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On the 1 8th left Tur, and on the 2 2d, at 3 1 hours A. M.

reached the monaftery of Sinai. Shot a red-legged partridge.

The convent is large, with a good garden, to which there is a

fubterraneous paflage. Within the walls is a fmall mofque for

the convenience of the Arabs. The mountain now called Sinai

is high and abrupt. On the North fide of it fome fnow was

vifiblc. The whole is a very remarkable rock of red granite,

intcrfperfed with fpots, to which foil has been brought by human

toil, or warned down by rain, and in which grow almond trees,

(now in bloom,) figs, and vines. Numerous rills of excellent

water gulh from various apertures in the precipice, and wander

among the little gardens. Sinai has two fummits fomewhat re-

fembling Parnaflus, another fcene of infpiration ; and the one

termed St. Catherine, being, it is believed, the higheft, may be

the Sinai of Mofcs.

The weather being very clear, I obferved, from Mount Sinai,

the Eaftern gulph of the Red Sea, which appears very fmall,

and more round and fiSort than is laid down in the Iateft maps.

Returned to Suez and Kahira, meeting with nothing me-

morable on the route.
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CHAP. XV.

JOURNEY TO DAR-FUR,

A KINGDOM IN THE INTERIOR OF AFRICA.

Deftgn to penetrate into the interior of Africa— Difficulties—
Caravan from Soudan or Dar-Fur—Preparations—Departure

from Affiut—Journey to El-wab—Mountains—Defert—Cbarji

in El-wab—Bulak—Beiris—Mugbes—Defert of Sbeb—De-

fert of Selime—Legbt'a—Natron faring—Difficulties—Enter

the kingdom ofFur-—Sweini—Detention—Reprefentations to the

Melek—Refidcncc—New difficulties— Villany ofagent—-Sultan 's

letter—Enmity of the people againff Franks—El Fafber—

Illnefs—Converfations witb the Melek Mifcllim—Relapfe—
Robbery—Cobbc—Manners—Return to El Fafber—Tbe Me-

lek Ibrahim—Amufements—Incidents—Audience of tbe Sultan

Abd-el-racbman-eUrafhid—His perfonal cbaracler—Ceremonies

of tbe Court.

Mv views to the South of Egypt having heen fruftrated

during the laft year, I was reduced to the alternative of aban-

doning any further projects in that quarter, or of waiting for a

more fealbnable opportunity. As it was reported that fuch an

one would foon offer, I did not hefitate to prefer the latter,

though ftrongly duTuaded from it, as generally happens to thofe

whofe
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whofe defigns are any way analogous to mine. The Europeans

in this quarter, as well as the natives, being immerfed in com-

merce from their early years, are unable to conceive the advan-

tages promifed by voyages of difcovery, to which no immediate

profit is attached ; and accordingly as they know the hazard

great, and imagine the achievement frivolous and ufelefs, even

from the beft motives they are rather inclined to difcourage,

than to animate, any one who undertakes them.

From conviction fufficiently clear, arifing both from reading

and the fentiments of thofe who were beft informed on the fub-

ject, that the river whofe fource Mr. Bruce defcribes is not the

true Nile, I thought it an object of ftill greater importance, that

the fource of the more Weftern river mould be inveftigated.

But what might have been a matter of choice, was with me only

the refult of neceffity. The idea of reaching the fourccs of this

river, (the Bahr-el-abiad,) laid down in the maps apparently at

about two hundred leagues farther South than Sennaar, feemed

to me fo hopelefs, that this object alone would hardly have in-

duced me to undertake fuch a voyage. I mould rather have

been inclined to attempt Abyflinia, and endeavour to certify, as

well as circumftanccs might permit, how far authentic former

narratives had been, and what might offer that was new to Eu-

ropean obfervation. For this purpofe the obvious and mod
eafy route was by the Red Sea to Mafouah. But all accounts

concurred in magnifying the difficulty, and almoft impoflibility,

of an European pafling there undifcovered; and, being difco-

vercd, of his penetrating any farther.

The
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The road from Kahira to Scnnaar was the one I mould have

preferred ; but the dcfolation and anarchy then prevailing in

Nubia, which had prevented me from pafling the former year,

would not probably have allowed me

Befides, the city of Scnnaar was then occupied by the flaves of

the laft Mecqut, or king, who had depofed and put to death their

maftcr, and ftill continued to ufurp the government. By taking

the route of Dar-Fur, I was taught to believe that I might hope

for the advantages of a regular government j and with proper

management might expect every favour from the monarch.

The local inconvenience of being fo much farther removed

from Abyflinia was indeed obvious ; but on the other hand the

choice of more than one route was, it feemed likely, thereby

offered ;
which, in a place where progrefs is fo uncertain, and

contingencies fo numerous, would be a matter of no inconfider-

able importance.

At the moment of my return from Afluan to Afliut, the cara-

van of jelabs from Dar-Fur, called Cafflct-a-Soudan*, the Soudan

caravan, arrived at El-wah. It was then reported that the fale

of their merchandize and flaves, of which they had no great

quantity, would be completed in about two months, and that

then they would return home. Their ftay, however, was pro-

traded during the whole of that winter ; and in the month of

March 1793 they commenced their departure from Kahira for

the Upper Egypt. They were flow in colle&ing all that was

• Soudan in Arabic correfponds to ourNigritij, merely general words for the

tountry of th* blacks.

neceflary
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neceffary for the journey, and I made ufe of the time fo allowed

to draw information from various quarters concerning what

was requifite for the voyage. From what caufe I know not,

but at that time the perfons of whom I made enquiry gave no

intimation that the treatment of Chriftians in their country was

marked by any afperity. The late Sultan of Fur, indeed, as I

afterwards learned, had been remarkable for his mildnefs and

liberality to all defcriptions of perfons. But this was not all—

a native of Soudan is, in Kahira, the mod obfcquious and fervile

of the human race. He behaves towards a Chriflian whom he

meets there nearly as to one of the true believers. In his own
country he repays with intereft the contempt that has been

(hewn him by the Egyptians.

On the 21ft April 1793, I fet out from Bulak, having cm-

barked on the Nile ; and on the eighth day, the wind having

been often unfavourable, arrived at Afliut. The firft care was

to provide camels for the route, and thefe were unfortunately at

that time fcarce. Five however I at length obtained, at about

13I. fterling each. We had alfo made our provifion of food,

&c. required for the journey ; and the caravan having at length

aflembled, after about fifty days the expected moment of de-

parture arrived. It was the hotteft feafon of the year, and con-

fequently unfavourable to travelling. Thefe merchants how-

ever, difpofed as they are to indolence, and governed by prefent

fenfations, when their profit is concerned, efteem the variations

of climate unworthy of a thought : and long habit has fami-

liarized them with fuch degrees of heat, that what is infupport-
*

able
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able to northern nations is with them no ferious motive for the

rcmuTion of labour.

The route taken by the Soudan caravan is in part the fame

as that traverfed by Poncet, in the beginning of the prefent cen-

tury, on his way to Abyflinia. He patted by Shcb and Selime\

and thence ftriking acrofs the defart South-eaft, eroded the Nile

at Mofcho. We continued our march from Selime, almoft due

South, or with a fmall variation to the Weft. Our party having

left Aflifit on the 25th May, encamped on the mountain above it

till the 28th, when it proceeded by fliort ftages towards El-wah.

The jelabs commonly pay the Muggrebines for their protection,

or rather for forbearing to plunder them, at the rate of about a

patacke for each camel. I refufed them this tribute, alleging

that I was not of the number of merchants who ufually trade to

Soudan, but a ftranger who was employed on bufinefs to the

Sultan ; and though my refufal occafioned a flight difpute, the

Arabs thought proper to relinquilh their claim. The camels

were heavily laden, and the jelabs travelled flowly, and in de-

tached parties, each confulting his own convenience, till the

31ft of the fame month, when we came to Gebel Rumlie, an

high rocky mountain, which we were to defcend. It forms the

Weftern fide of the ridge, which conftitutes, as it were, the wall

of Egypt, and the Eaftern boundary of the low defert, in which

lie the Oafes. It confifts of a coarfe tufay and is of rugged and

difficult defcent. The road feems in many places to have been

opened by art. We were a full hour in reaching the bottom*

The camels not without great pain carrying their loads on the

fteep declivity, and being often in danger of falling.

From
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From the fummit of this rock the view loft itfelf in an exten-

five valley, confifting chiefly of rocks and fand, but divedified

by fmall bufhes of the date tree, and other marks of vegetation,

near the fpring where we deflgned to repofe. Nothing could

exceed the fterility of the mountain we had palled. Having

reached the plain, it became neceffary to unload the camels, and

allow them fome reft. We were employed four hours and a

half, the following morning, in palling from the foot of the

mountain to Aine' Dize', the firft place where water is found,

and the Northern extremity of the great Oafis. An hot wind

blowing during the meridian hours, the thermometer here

flood during that time under the (hade of the tent at 116

degrees.

In marching from Aine Dize" to Charje, eight hours were

employed. Excepting a fmall fpace near the fpring, all is wafte.

The Chabir, or leader, chofe to notify his approach to the town

by beating drums, (two of which he had borne before him as

marks of his ofEce, and as occafion might require, to collect the

travellers when difperfed,) and by other tokens of joy, as firing

fmall arms, (homing, &c. One of my camels, in defcending

the mountain, had fallen and injured his right moulder, which,

as a cure could not fuddenly have place, obliged me to change

him for another.

There is a Oindi or officer at Charje, and another at Beiris,

both belonging to Ibrahim-bey-el-kebir, to whom thofe villages

appertain ; and to them is entrufted the management of what

relates to the caravan during the time of its ftay there. We left

B b Charje
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Charje on Friday the 7th of June, and having paffed another

defert fpace, after fix hours reached another village, called Bu-

lak. This is a wretchedly poor place, the houfes heing only

fmall fquare pieces of ground inclofed with a wall of clay, or

unburned bricks, and generally without a roof. It furnilhes

good water, and the people live by the laic of their dates. The

caravan remained a day at Bulak, and having left it on Sunday

the 9th, arrived at Beiris on Monday the 10th, after nearly

fourteen hours march through a barren tra£t. Here the Chabir

thought proper to go through the fame ceremony as at Charje'.

On the 13th we employed two hours in pafling from Beiris

to Mughefs, the laft village of the Oafis toward the Southern

defert. We left Mughefs on the morning of the 15th, and on

Thurfday the 20th, in the morning, arrived at Sheb. At this

place, by digging to the depth of a few feet in the fand, is found

a fupply of indifferent water. A tribe of the wandering Arabs,

called Ababde^ who come from the neighbourhood of the Nile,

fometimes infefts it. Sheb is marked by the production of a

great quantity of native alum, as the name imports. The fur-

face, near which the alum is found, abounds with a reddifli

ftone ; and in many places is feen argillaceous earth. Having

left Sheb on the 21ft, we arrived at Selime' on the 23d. This

is a fmall verdant fpot, at the foot of a ridge of rocks of no great

height, nor apparently extending vefy far. It affords the beft

water of any place on the route ; but though there be verdure

enough to relieve the eye from the dry fterility of the fur-

rounding furface, it affords no vegetable fit for the fupport either

of man or beaft. At Selime is a fmall building, which has

apparently
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apparently been raifed by fome of the tribes refting there, that

place being much frequented by the roving parties pafling the

defert in different directions. The building confifts only of

loofe ftones, but the jelabs related many fables concerning it; as

that it had of old been inhabited by a princefs who, like the

Amazons, drew the bow, and wielded the battle-axe, with her

own hand ; that (he was attended by a large number of fol-

lowers, who fpread terror all over Nubia, &c. ; and that her

name was Selime*.

On the 24th we refted, and having proceeded the following

morning, employed five days more in reaching Leghea. Water

there is fcarce, and far inferior in quality to that of Selime,

having a brackifli tafte. The camels throughout the caravan

began now to be exceffively weak and jaded, and the Chabir

was at a lofs for the true road : for though feveral perfons in the

caravan had travcrfed this defert ten or twelve times, they were

not unfrequently unable to determine which was the right courfe.

One of the party was fent forward to difcover fome known

object that might be our guide, and after having been abfent

thirty-fix hours he returned. While we remained here we felt

much inconvenience from a fuffocating wind that blew from

the South, and raifed the fand in clouds. On the 2d of July the

caravan left Leghea ; and on the eighth, after a fevere and fa-

tiguing march, reached the Bir-el-Malha or fait fpring. The

• In pafling the defert, partly from want of water, partly from being over-

loaded, (thefe animals being then fcarce and dear in Egypt,) fo many camels died,

that fcTcral merchants of the caravan were obliged to bury their goods in the

fand near Selime, whither they afterwards fent for them.

B B 2 vicinity
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vicinity of this lpring is remarkable for the production of natron^

which fubftance appears under different circumftances, and is

of different quality from that of Teranc. It is very white and

folid ; and on immerfion in water becomes hot, and difcharges

a great portion of its air.

Small quantities of it are carried by the jelabs to Egypt,

where it is fold at a high price, and is ufed principally in mak-

ing fnuff. The water found at this place is very unpalatable,

being brackifh.

A troop of the natives of Zeghawa met us at this well. It is

their practice to ftation a fmall party there, when caravans are

cxpeded, who remunerate themfelves for the fatigue of a ten

days journey by fupplying provifions, and what elfe may be

wanted by travellers, at an exorbitant rate. Many of our

companions at this time had great need of their affiftance, as

their fupply had been originally infufficient, and many camels

had periflied on the road. The vicinity of the Bir-eUMalha is-

occafionally infefted by the Cubba-Beefh, a wandering tribe*

who, mounted on the fwifteft dromedaries, rapidly traverfe the

defert, and live by plundering the defencelefs. As they are,

however, unfurniflied with fire-arms, fo numerous a body as

ours was not in much danger from their attack.

We remained at the Bir-el-Malha till the 12th ; on which

day we left that place, and travelled with little interruption till

the 20th, and then encamped at a fpot called Medwa, where

however is no fupply of water. One of my camels having

fallen,

Digitized by Google



EGYPT, AND SYRIA. 189

fallen, we were obliged to purchafe water of the Mabria

Arabs* whom we met, or to take up what had lodged in cavities

on the earth, in confequcnce of the rains which were then be-

ginning to fall.

On the 23d we came to the firft fprings within the limits of

Fur, which are in this place called Wadi Mafruk. The white

ant, Term'tS) was here exceedingly vexatious, building his co-

vered way to every thing within the tent, and deftroying all

within his reach. This together with the rains, which were

now increafing, and began to pour ia a torrent through the

valley, obliged us to abandon the tents, and take flicker in the

next village, (Sweini,) where I obtained an apartment in the

houfe of Ali-el-Chatib, one of the principil merchants eftablifhed

in the country. In it I paffed eight or ten days, not having

arrived at Cobbe', one of the towns whither the jelabs chiefly re-

fort, till the feventh of Auguft.

At Sweini refides generally a Melek or governor on the part

©f the Sultan of Dar-Fur j. and there all ftrangers, as well as

merchants of the country, coming with the caravan, are obliged

to wait, till the pleafure of the monarch in difpofing of them

be known.

Coming as I did under confidcrablc exceptions from the ge-

neral rule of merchants trading to that country, and, in the

• The Mahria Arabs have the art of making wicker bafkets, of fo clofc a tex-

ture, that they carry in them milk, water, bouza. Much of the earthen ware

made by the people of Dar«Ffir is glazed, I know not with what compofition.

Arabic
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Arabic language, rather as Dalf-es-Sultan^ the king's ftranger, in

which light the people of the country had hitherto viewed me,

I expected to obtain, without delay, permiflion to continue my
journey to the royal rcfidencc. I obferved to the Melek of

Swcini and other public officers, in one among many converf-

ations I had with them, that " intending to vifit the Sultan, I

mould hardly have expected to be put back with frivolous ex-

cufes, as the nonpayment of duties which you dare not expli-

citly demand of me, and tributes under the name of prefents,

which have never yet been exacted of a ftranger. If any duties

be payable, beyond what have already been difebarged, you are

perfectly at liberty to detain all, or fuch part, of the articles I

bring with me, as you judge fufficient to anfweryour claim; but

not to refufe me permiflion to go to the Sultan, with whom I

have bufmefs. Or if other reafons operate to prevent my re-

queft being complied with, and any fufpicions prevail relative to

my views in coming here, I defire, without further delay, to be

furniftied with the means of returning to Egypt, before I fuffer,

as commonly happens to ftrapgers, from the effects of the cli-

mate, while I am yet in the habit of travelling, and while the

funds are yet unexhaufted which mould fupport me in my pro-

grefs farther."

The mifrcprefentations which had been made concerning me,

and which had by this time reached the Sultan, manacled the

hands of the Melek, and prevented my remonftrance from

having any effect. But candour and ingenuoufnefs have no

part in the character of flaves ; and the antient obfervation is

moft juft, that " when a man becomes a flave he lofes half his

virtue."
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virtue." I therefore remained in perfect ignorance of the rca-

fons of my detention. Perhaps indeed, without implicating

himfelf, the Melek could not have declared them ; or perhaps

he was not thoroughly informed as to their nature. The plot

that had been laid againft mc might indeed have deceived

much abler heads than theirs, on whofe caprices my fate de-

pended.

Finding no mode of advancing, till the reft of the caravan

had obtained the fame permiflion, I refolved to follow the ex-

ample of the other jelabs, and wait patiently the event. The

houfe I was in-confifted of a multitude of diftincT: apartments,

built with clay, and covered with a flanting thatched roof, but

not clofed by doors. The hofpitality of the owner allowed

all who could find place in it to lodge themfelves without dif-

tindion. At length, after the expiration of about ten days, an

order from the Sultan arrived, directing that all the jelabs mould

be allowed to proceed to their houfes on paying the duties

aflefled on them.

The circumftances attending myfelf were peculiar j and many

of the difadvantages I had to contend with could not be welt'

forefeen : it is therefore neceffary to mark them, that if any oc-

cafion fhould offer they may be ferviceable to others, and for

this reafon they fhall be detailed at confiderable length.

Before leaving Kahira I was apprifed, that all commerce in

Dar-Fur was conduded by means of fimple exchange. To

carry on this in fuch a way as not to be grofsly defrauded,

efpecially
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cfpecially having my attention engroffed by other objetts, and

in utter ignorance of the articles fit for bargain and fale in this

country, feemed wholly impoffible ; I therefore fought for a

perfon who might go through this bufinefs for me, at leaft with

fome fhare of probity. Such a one arofe to the notice of my
friends there j and knowing nothing more of the man, as in-

deed I could not know any thing more, than the character they

gave of him, I took him on the general recommendation of be-

ing honeft, and underftanding the bufinefs in which he was

likely to be employed. The perfon recommended had been a

flave-broker in the market of Kahira ; a circumftance which,

had it been known to me earlier, would probably have prevented

my employing him. Till the moment of departure I had ob-

ferved in him keennefs but no fraud, and in general that fub-

miffive acquiefcence and abfolute devotion to the will of the

fuperior, for which the lower clafs of Kahirines are externally,

ac leaft, remarkable. The hour for commencing our march,

however, feemed with him the fignal for difobedience and in-

fuhing behaviour j and we were not yet far removed from the

confines of Egypt, when this mifconducT: was carried to fuch an

excefs that I once levelled my gun at him with a view of infpir-

•ing terror. The merchants around us interfered, and for the

time this paffed off; but the man only fought an opportunity of

revenge, which the prejudices of the people of Soudan, in direct

oppofition to my former information, too foon afforded him
means to gratify.

The letters with which I was provided for different merchants

in this diftrift, under whofe roof I might have had a fafe

lodging,
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lodging, could be of no ufe to me till I had feen the Sultan

;

for till then no perfon knew in what character to receive me.

The objedl of this man therefore was to prevent my introduc-

tion to the Sultan, and to preclude me from any opportunity of

reprefenting my cafe. We were no fooner arrived at Sweini t

than he found means to employ one of his aflbciates, who had

been fome years eftablimcd in the place, to go to the monarch,

and infufe into his mind fufpicions of me as a Frank and an

infidel, who came to his country for no good purpofc, and whofe

defign6 it behoved him to guard againft ; and to fuggeft to him

that it would not be proper I mould remain at large, nor yet

immediately come to his prefence, but that fomc perfon fhould

be commiflioned to watch over and report my actions, and

thus fruftrate my fuppofed evil intentions. He added, as I af-

terwards found, many anecdotes, falfified or exaggerated, of the

inquiries I had made, the way I had been employed, and my
general behaviour on the road.

Nor was the villain himfelf idle during the time his coadju-

tor was thus laudably engaged. I have already mentioned

that there were no doors to the apartments of the houfe we were

in. He took advantage of this circumftancc and my momentary

abfence, to take out of a box which had been broken on the

road a quantity of red coral, the mod valuable article in my
package. As the box remained locked, it was not till long after

that I difcovered this lofs. By the help of this commodity

he expected to make his way with the great. At the end of

a few days this agent returned, bearing a fpecious letter im-

prefled with the Sultan's feal, ordering that no officer on the

c c road
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road mould prefume to detain ine, or to take any thing from

me, till I came to the houfe of Ibrabim-el-Wobai/bi
y (the name

of this very agent,) in Cobbe, where I was to reft myfelf, till

further orders mould be given for my ad mi Hi on to his prefence.

I was not indeed at that time privy to the plot, yet if I could

have obtained a knowlege of it, it might not have been eafy

immediately to counteract its influence ; neverthelefs I fufpected

fomething might have been practifed againft me.

An order from the defpot, which while it was to protect me
from his officers on the road, obliged me to confine myfelf to

a particular fpot, was a matter of furprife to me ; but fubmif-

fion was unavoidable, as I was at that time unprovided even

with the means of remonftrance. Had the machinations of

my adverfaries, which went much farther than my confinement,

having been actually employed againft my life, been at that

time known to me, this feverity would not have caufed any afto-

nifhment, and the means of rcdrcfs might have been lefs doubt-

ful. But fufpcnfe filled the void of pofitive fufFering—a fuf-

penfe to which no apparent remedy fuggefted itfclf. Thofe who
had known me in Egypt or on the road were difperfed to the

Eaft and Weft, and the people of the place were ill difpofed to

form any communication with me, being filled with religious

horror of one fuppofed an infidel, but of yet undefined impiety,

and whofe colour, varioufly regarded as the fign of difeafe, the

mark of divine difpleafure, or at leaft, the unequivocal proof of

inferiority of fpecics, had averted their wonted hofpitality, clofed

their companion, and inflamed their perfonal pride and reli-

gious fury.

It
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It was in this fituation that, feeing no means of immediate

relief, I began to feel impatience
;
which, as I continued in a

ftate of perfect inactivity, communicated the more rapidly its

pernicious influence to my ftate of health. On the fourteenth

day after my arrival, I was attacked with a violent fever, at-

tended with extreme pain in the head. How long it lafted I

cannot precifely fay, having on the fecond day loft my recollec-

tion. It was afterwards recalled by the effect of a dyfentery,

which lafted for two days, and left me too weak to aflift my-

felf. I had reflection enough to know, that of the aliments

there to be procured, fcarcely any could be found that would

not be pernicious. After the firft attack therefore, I confined my-

felf to the ufe of bark and water, which laft I drank in great

quantities.

A little more than a month had elapfed, when the fymptoms

appearing to diminifh, I again prelTed to be permitted to vifit

the refidence of the Sultan. But I had reafon to regret my
impatience ; for having at length obtained leave, I proceeded to

El Father, only to repeat my fuffering. The rainy feafon was

almoft at an end, but the air, which ft ill continued infalubrious,

fatigue, and anxiety renewed the malady, which, after extreme

abftinence, and having gone through the fhort catalogue of reme-

dies which I had had the precaution to take with me, I found

unabated. Exceflive headachs, laflitude, thirft, occafional con-

ftipation, fucceeded by extreme irritation of the vifcera, conti-

nued for feveral months to mew the inefficacy of my precau-

tions, and to incapacitate me from all pcrfonal exertion. At

length the heat of the enfuing fummer gradually incrcafing, and

c c 2 producing
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producing regular and continued tranfpiration, and the ftate of

the air then meliorated, having removed the caufe of indifpofi-

tion, it was not long before I gained a certain degree of

ftrength.

Arrived at El Fafher, 1 was firft introduced to the Melek

Mlfellim^ one of the principal minilters. This man, when

young, had been a Have, and engaged in domeftic offices of the

palace, but having been detected ufing fome familiarities with one

of the women, the monarch had ordered him to be deprived of

the enfigns of manhood. Ignorant and uneducated, he appeared

to have a certain quicknefs of apprehenfion, which, together with

uncommon gaiety of humour, had rendered him acceptable at

court, where he appeared more as a buffoon than a minifter of

ftate. He received me with a rude ftare as an object he was

unufed to, which was followed by a mingled fmile of contempt

and averfion. He was feated with fome other of the royal

attendants, under a kind of awning of cotton cloth, on a mat

fpred upon the fand. After the common falutations, the Melek

and his company entered into converfation on the nature of my
vifit to the country ; and each made his remarks on my perfon,

and offered his conjectures as to my character and intentions.

Their converfation was partly carried on in their vernacular

idiom, partly in Arabic. At length a wooden bowl ofpolenta,

and another of dried meat, were fet before them. My illnefs

deprived me of all inclination to cat ; and obferving the com-

pany not much inclined to invite me to join them, and yet

embarraffed how to avoid that ceremony, I relieved them by

declining
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declining it, and defiring them to begin. When they were fa-

tiated, and they lofe no time in eating, a great number of

foolim queftions were alked me about Europe, fome of which

I waved, and fatisfied them as to others in the beft manner I

was able.

One of the principal queftions was, whether the Englifti paid

the Jizie to the Othman Emperor ? This, as is well known, is

a capitation tax, paid by the Greeks and others, for liberty to

worfhip after their own manner. I replied, that England was

fo remote from the Imperial dominions, that no war between

the two countries could well have place, till all the reft of Eu-

rope would have fubmitted to the Mohammedan arms, which

had not hitherto come to pafs : but that, for the purpofes of

trade, the inhabitants of the one country frequented the other,

and by mutual agreement were confidered as perfonally fecure ;

that prefents were occafionally made by the Britim King to the

Emperor, in token of amity, but not as a mark of fubje&ion ;

and that the latter, on his part, as it did not appear that the de-

crees of the Almighty had fixed this as the moment of general

converfion to the true faith, in virtue of his difpenfing power,

and fwayed by the general law of hofpitality to ftrangers, fanc-

tioned by the authority of the Prophet, judged it lawful, and

even a matter of political expediency, to tolerate fuch Euro-

peans as conducted themfelves inohen lively in his dominions,

though they did not pay the Jizie*. I thought it neceffary to

enter into this explanation of the terms on which I conceived

myfelf to ftand in relation to them, having by this time learned

how rigidly they were difpofed to adhere to the letter of the

Prophet's
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Prophet's diButn
y
viz. that no infidels are to be fpared but fuch

as pay the capitation tax. When I obferved they grew tired

of afking queftions, I feized the opportunity of explaining

why I came there, and what favour I expected would be fliewn

me.

»

" Melek," faid I, " having come from a far diftant country to

Mifr, (Kahira,) I was there made acquainted with the magnificence,

the extended empire, and, above all, thejuftice and hofpitality

of the King Abd-el-rachman, whofe dominion be eternal

!

Having been ufed to wander over various countries as a derw\Jh y

to learn wifdom from the aged, and to collecT: remedies for dif-

eafes from the herbs that fpring in various foils, I grew defirous

of feeing Dar-Fiir. I was told that my perfon and property

would be fecure, and that permiffion would be given me to go

wherever I might think proper. Since my arrival within the

confines, I have found that all thefe aflurances were fallacious

;

my inclinations have been thwarted, my perfon treated with in-

dignity, and my property plundered, while compliance has been

refufed even to my moft reafonable demands. I afk redrefs.—

What I have already fuffcred from the officers of the Sultan is

paflfed, and cannot now be remedied, but I defire protection for

the future. I defire the punifhment of the man who has robbed

me, and reftitution of what has been taken. Nor is this all, I

particularly defire permiflion to go to Scnnaar, in order to pro-

ceed to Habbefh. I was prevented from going there laft year

by the ftraight road. Habbefh is a Chriflian country, abound-

ing in flaves and gold. There are alfo many herbs valuable in

medicine. Being there, I may eafily join my countrymen,

merchants
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merchants who come to Moccha, in the Bahr Yemeni. I dc-

fire the Sultan will allow me to proceed thither ; and, if it be ne-

ceflary, grant me his protection, and three or four pcrfons,

deferving confidence, to attend me to the frontiers of Kordofan.

I have a fmall prefent to offer him, confifting of fuch things as

my circumftances permitted me to bring—I hope he may not

refufe to receive it, and to grant me the favour I afk." He an-

fwered—" Merchant, you are welcome to the Dar—The King

is kind to ftrangers, and he will favour you in all you wifh.

Whatever you want you have only to demand. He has or-

dered a fack of wheat and four fheep to be fent yoif.—At this

time it is not poflible to pafs through Kordofan—The Sultan

has a great army there, and when the country mail be in fub-

jeSion to him you may pafs unmolefted. When you are ad-

mitted to his prefence, you will tell him who has robbed you,

and what you have loft, and he will caufc it to be reftored." It

was now the hour of prayer, and when the company com-

menced their ablutions I retired.

During three or four days enfuing I fuffered fo violent a re-

lapfe as to be unable to perform the common offices of life, and

even to fuppofe that it was nearly at an end. The moment any

fymptom of amelioration appeared, I fent word to the Melek

that it was my wifh to be introduced to the Sultan, and then

as foon as poffible to be difmiffed. No reply was made to this

mefTage ; but the following day he came to the tent with fome

of his attendants, and defired to fee the merchandize that I had

brought with me. As to part of the articles, confifting of

wearing apparel fuited to the great, &c. I very readily com-

plied.
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plied. But this was not fufficient—The Melek infifted alfo on

feeing the contents of a fmall chert, which chiefly held articles

ufeful to myfelf, but not defigned for fale. There were alfo

in It fome Englifh piftols, of which I intended to avail myfelf as

prefents at Sennaar, or wherever elfe I might be able to pene-

trate. I therefore pofitively refufed to open the cheft. He then

threatened to have it broke open— I remained unmoved—At
length his attendants proceeding to break it open, Ali Hamady

the man who was with me, with his ufual villany, took the key

from its concealment and opened the box. Every thing was

taken out* and examined minutely—many fmall articles ap-

peared no more. The piftols were referved to be taken by the

Sultan, (after a violent but fruitlefs altercation,) at the valuation

made by his own fervants ; and my telefcopes, books, of which

they knew not the ufe, wearing apparel, &c. were gracioufly

left me.

The valuation was to be made the following day, which was

done quite againft my confent, and in contempt of my warmeft

remonftrances. Some part of the articles were Mated at their

full value, and others far below it. The whole was eftimated at

thirty-eight head of flaves, being at the market-price worth

about eighty, exclufively of a prefent of value for the Sultan.

A pair of double-barrelled piftols, filver-mounted, which had

coft twenty guineas in London, were valued at one flave, which

is commonly purchafable, by thofe who are experienced in

that traffic, for the value of fifteen piaftres in Egyptian com-

modities. On this I exclaimed, that if they meant to plunder,

and bargain and fale were not conducted in this country by

confent
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confent of the parties, but by force, it would be better to take

the whole gratis.—No anfwer was made, but the day follow-

ing two camels were brought me as a prcfent.

The violent manner in which my property had been feized,

and the general ill-treatment I had received, much augmented

the diforder, already fevere. I had now been fifteen days in the

tent, expofed to great variations of temperature, it being at the

clofe of the rainy feafon, and fo entirely difregarded, that

though tormented with thirft, I could rarely obtain water to

drink. I judged that the only means of reftoration which

remained were, to return to Cobbc', and avail myfelf of the

(helter of a clay-houfe, and that privacy and quiet, the want

of which I had fo fenfibly felt. Being in poflfeflion of the

greater part of my property, and having left me only fo much

as would fupply the wants of a few months, the Melek did

not Teem very anxious about my ftay. I hired two Arabs, and

with the camels that had been given me, and the property

that remained, made my way on the third day to the place

whence I came.

In the intervals of my illnefs, I vifited the chief perfons

of the place ; and as the eyes of the people became habitu-

ated to me, I found my fituation growing fomewhat more

tolerable. Idle, as I certainly was, during this winter, with re-

fpecl to the immediate objects of my voyage, I grew of courfe

more familiar with the manners and particular dialect of the

country ; for the Arabic, which is fpoken here, differs mate-

D l) rially
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rially from the vernacular idiom of Egypt. I feldom, indeed,

joined in the parties where Merifi* was introduced, becaufe k
was important not to hazard becoming concerned in the riots,

which are the frequent confcqucnce of their inebriation. But

I was often diverted by the mode of conducting a bargain,

which fometimes lafts for feveral hours ; and I liftened, perhaps

not wholly without inftru<2ion, to their legal arguments, and

the cool difcuffions of right, which are the confequence of

often fubmitting difputes to arbitration. I could fmile at the

quibbling diftinttions, by which the niceties of external obferv.

ance are fettled ; but I had generally reafon to be fatisfied with

their theory of morals.

It is ufual for the graver men, during the heat of the day,

to fit and converfe under a (hed erected for the purpofe. When
convalefcent, 1 feldom failed to be of this party ; for though

the converfation contained few fallies of wit, much lefs pro-

fundity of obfervation, yet it was carried on without ill-humour,

with mutual forbearance, and on the whole in an equable

courfe. Perhaps indeed the fociety appeared lefs dull, as diffi-

pating reflections which my fituation rendered unpleafant.

The following fummer (1794) having in fome degree reco-

vered my ftrength, I determined to go and refide for a time

near the Sultan, as well to have an opportunity of fupplicating

for redrefs of what I had already fuffered, as to feize any mo*

• A fermented liquor, called B&xa or MerSJi.

ment
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ment that might offer of prefling my requeft for permiffion to

advance. On leaving the houfe which I had inhabited at Cobbe,

a difpute had arifen with the owner of it, who wanted me to

fign a declaration that nothing had been loft during my refi-

dence in his houfe. This, which was dire&ly the revcrfe of the

truth, I refufed to do ; and in confcqucncc he called an aflembly

of Fukkara or facred judges. The refult, after mucii conteft,

ferved to fkreen him from the refponfibility legally attached to

his conduct, without averting the charge, and determined me
never to return to his roof.

On my arrival at El Fafher, my good friend the Melefc Mi-

fellim being employed by his mafter in the South, 1 went under

the protection of the Melek Ibrahim^ one of the oldeft perfons

iu authority there, and lodged myfelf (as all ftrangers are

obliged to lodge in the inclofurc of fome of the natives) in

the houfe of a man named Muja> now only an inconfiderable

officer, though one of the fons of Sultan Bokar. This Mula

was one of the mod upright and difinterefted men I have known

in that country, and indeed among the Mohammedans of any

country. Calm and dignified in his demeanour, though poor

and deftitute of power, he never infulted, though his religion

taught him to hate. No motive could have been ftrong enough

to induce him to eat out of the fame plate with a Caffre, but he

was punGilioufly obfervant of the rights of hofpitality which

that religion alio dictated, and daily provided me with a portion

of food from his kitchen. He often faid that, as it was a pre-

cept of my faith to hate the Prophet, he was bound to encourage

D D 2 the
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the fame fentiment towards me ; but that he was neither obliged

to injure me, nor excufed in doing fo.

The Melek Ibrahim is a man of about fixty years of age, tall

but not athletic, and characterifed by the roughnefs rather than

the expreflion of his features. He has no beard, and the little

hair which remains either on his head or face is grey. His

manners and even the motions of his body are ungraceful, and

without the eafe of fuperior rank, or the majefty of fupcrior in-

tellect. Yet his underftanding feems clear and comprehenfive,

and his fagacity not unworthy the ftation afligned him—one of

the firft in the empire. He is indeed a bigot in matters of

faith, but in all that concerns not the prevailing fuperftition, his

judgment is cool, and little liable to error. He once held the

reputation of integrity above the reft of his order, but his pre-

fent riches render this character ambiguous. Generofity, how-

ever, holds no place among his virtues. The uniform tenor of

his life is governed by mean avarice ; and though the moft

opulent man in the empire, except the Sultan, fo little does he

poflefs of Arabian hofpitality, that the man ufed to be regarded

as unhappy who went fupperlefs to his evening councils. He
had never yet feen a Frank, and regarded me nearly as the

Britifh or French commonalty view the dwarlifh Goitres

of the Alps. I could collect from his converfation that he

looked on Europeans as a final 1 tribe, cut off by the Angularity

of colour and features, and ftill more by their impiety, from

the reft of mankind.

When
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When I entered the court where he was fitting, he bad me
welcome, and received with complacency a prcfent which, in

compliance with cuftom, I brought on the occafion. He even

thanked me for it ; but cxprefled ftrong furprife at my journey

to Dar-Fur. I complained of the injuries done me, and he af-

fured me of redrefe for the paft, and protection for the future.

At the fame time it was clear that he efteemed the prefent a tri-

bute, and conceived that perfonal fafety was more than I could

reafonably expe&. His condudt afterwards was a further proof

of his fentiments : for though I remained at El Faiher three en-

tire months, I faw him only when I forced myfelf on his notice,

and experienced no return of civility, much lefs any compenfa-

tion for what I had already fuffered.

During this time I was felicitous to attend regularly the

levees of the Sultan, which are from fix in the morning till ten ;

but could very rarely obtain admittance, and when I did had no

opportunity of fpeaking. Whether the general prejudice againft

me, or the machinations of my enemies, produced this pointed

difregard, which, as was faid, a ftranger fcarcely ever experi-

enced before, circumftances afforded no fufficient ground to de-

cide. I fufpeded the former; but probably both had their

(hare.

_ On returning to my temporary habitation, a (hed, as was

ufual with me on the fun's approach to the meridian, fatigued

with heat, opprelTed with thirft, and not without inclination for

food, my repaft was commonly a kind of bread gently acid,

moiftened with water. I grew acquainted with a few of the

people
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people who attend the court, as well as with many ftrangers

who were fuitors there. Their convcrfation fometimcs amufed

me, but more often I found their continued and unmeaning

queftions haraffing and importunate, and their remarks either

abfurd or offenlivc. The tedium of folitude, unfurnilhed with

the means to render it agreeable, was however removed. I oc-

cafionally frequented the markets, which are ufually held from,

four o'clock in the afternoon till funfet. But my perfon being

there ftill ftrange, the crowd that afiembled inclined me to a

precipitate retreat.

•

The Furians here fecmed unacquainted with the fports of the

field. I occafionally went out with a gun after the commence-

ment of the rainy feafon, when the face of the country became

green ; but little offered itfelf worthy attention, either in the

animal or vegetable kingdoms. During the early part of the

fummer the earth had been parched, and deftitute of all vege-

tation.

After waiting in fruitlefs expectation at El Faflier, as the time

of my departure was drawing near, an accident happened,

which, though not of the moft pleafing kind, contributed to

make me noticed, and obtained for me at length an interview

with the Sultan.—The flaves of the houfe ufed frequently to

collect round me, as if to examine a ftrange object—I joked oc-

cafionally with them, without any other view than that of mo-

mentary relaxation. One day as I was reading in the hut, one

of them, a girl about fifteen, came to the door of it, when, from

a whim of the moment, I feized the cloth that was round her

waift,
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waift, which dropped and left her naked. Chance Co determined

that the owner of the Have pafled at the moment and faw her.

The publicity of the place precluded any view of farther fa-

miliarity, but the tumult which fucceeded appeared to mark the

mod heinous of crimes, and to threaten the molt exemplary

vengeance. The man threw his turban on the earth, and ex-

claimed, " Ye believers in the Prophet, hear me ! Ye faithful,

avenge me !" with other fimilar expreflions.—" A Caflrc has

violated the property of a defcendant of Mohammed (meaning

himfelf, which was utterly falfe.) When a number of people

was collected around him, he related the fuppofed injury he had

received in the ftrongcft terms, and exhorted them to take their

arms and facrifice the Caffre. He had charged a carbine, and

affected to come forward to execute his threats, when fome one

of the company who had advanced fartheft, and faw me, called

out to the reft that I was armed, and prepared to refill,

It was then agreed among the afiembly that fome method of

punilhment might be found, that promifed more fecurity and

profit to the complainant, and would be more formidable to the

guilty. The man whom I have already mentioned as my
broker was to take the flavc, as if Ihe had really been violated*,

and agreed to pay whatever her mailer lhould charge as the

• By the law of the Prophet, any illicit conncflion with the female Have of an-

other makes the pcrfon guilty refponfible for her value to the owner; Thus the

perfonal injury is expiated. The public offence of Zinna, whoredom, incurs a

puniihment varying according to the character and circumftances of the offender

;

but the pofitive teftimony of four witneffes is neceffary to clUblifh this h€t.

price.
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price. The latter had .the modefty to aflc ten head of flaves.

He was then to make his demand on me for the value of ten

flaves, and if I carried the matter before the Cadi, which he fup-

pofed I {hould hardly venture to do, he had fuborned witnefles

to prove that I had received of him property to that amount.

On my removal from Cobbe to El Falher, I had caufed my
fmall remaining property, among which were few articles of

value, but many of much ufe to me, to be lodged in the houfe

of Hojfcin^ (the owner of the flave,) and his companion. On
my return thither, which happened within a few days after the

accident, I claimed it: they refilled, as they alleged, at the fuit

of my broker, and would not deliver it till the value of ten flaves

fliould be paid to him. I had from the firft confidered their con-

duel as fo violent, that if it reached the ears of the government,

the claim mult unqueltionably be abandoned : and indeed my
adverfaries had only reded their expectations on the timidity

which they had been accuftomed to obferve in Chrillians of the

country, whofe accufation and condemnation are in fact the

fame. I had not neglected to give the tranfaction all the noto-

riety I could, without having recourfe to public authority, and

thofc to whom I had applied were decidedly in my favour : I

therefore now went to my adverfaries, Hoflein and his compa-

nion, and in their prefence offered to Ali Hamad a promiflbry

note for the value of ten flaves, at the market price on my arri-

val in Kahira. It was refufed ; and my cheft, in which were

fome German dollars and other articles, was Hill detained by

them ; the reft was given up.

In
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In the mean time much had been faid on the fubjeft, both

among the natives and foreigners ; and the flagrant injuftice I

was likely to fuffer forcibly ftruck all that were not in a ftate to

profit by it, but none more than the Egyptian merchants : they

were indignant to fee that fo enormous a penalty fhould be for-

feited to thofe who had no claim but effrontery to demand it

;

and that they had no fhare, and were too numerous to expect to

be all rewarded for connivance ; accordingly fome of them were

diligent in carrying the news to the monarch.

It is not to be imagined that he would have moved in the

bufinefs, from any love of juftice, or commifcration with the

fuffcrings of a perfon to whom himfelf had (hewn fuch pointed

difregard, not to fay manifeft injuftice. But he was told that

the Franks enjoyed great favour with the Senjiaks, and that

whatever one of their number fufFcred in Fur, might be reta-

liated on the jelabs on their arrival at Kahira, with very little

effort, by getting their property there feized by the magiftrate,

either as an indemnification for what fhould have been loft, or

a fecurity for what might happen. Add to this, he thought his

own dignity compromifed, mould a foreigner thus be permitted

to vindicate himfeif by force in his country. I had indeed been

told that the Sultan was apprifed of the tranfadion previoufly

to my departure from El Fafher, and that he intended to grant

me redrefs ; but after waiting about fifteen days without hear-

ing any thing farther of his intentions, weary of fuffering, I de-

termined to return. I had been there but a fhort time when a

fulganawy (meffenger) arrived cxprefs from the court, with or-

ders for me to repair to El Fafher immediately. The obje£l of

ee • the
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the meffage was kept in profound fecrecy, nor could I difcover

whether it portended good or evil. I left Cobbe the fame even-

ing, and arrived at the end of my journey the following day

about noon.

I repaired as before to the Melek Ibrahim, who on the follow-

ing day introduced me at the public audience. The Sultan, as

he retired to the palace after it was over, ordered all the parties

to appear. Being come within the inner court, he flopped the

white mule on which he was mounted, and began a fhort ha-

rangue, addremng himfelf to Hoflein and Ali Hamad* my fer-

vant, in which he cenfured, in a rapid and energetic ftyle, their

condud towards me.—" One," faid he, turning to Ali, " calls

himfelf Wakil of the Frank ; if he were a Sherif and a Muf-

lira, as he pretends, he would know that the law of the Prophet

permits not a Muflim to be Wakil to a Caffre : another calls

himfelf his friend—but both are agreed in robbing him of bis

property, and ufurping the authority of the laws,-—Henceforth

I am his Wakil, and will protect him." He then ordered all

the parties to repair to the houfe of Mufa Wullad Jelfun, Melek

of the jelabs, under whofe appropriate jurifdiaion are all fo-

reign merchants. Here it may not be improper to relate briefly

how I had been before received by the Sultan.

On my firft audience I was too ill to make much obfervation :

I was feated at a diftance from him ; the vifit was fhort, and I

had no opportunity of opening a converfation. He was placed

on his feat {cur/t) at the door of his tent. Some perfon bad

mentioned to him my watch, and a copy of Erpenius's Grammar,

whicli
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which I had with inc. He aflced to fee both ; but after catling

.his eyes on each he returned them. The prefent I had brought

was fliewn him, for which he thanked me, and rofe to retire.

During the following fummer, the firft time I got admiflion

to him, he was holding a diwan in the outer court. He was

then mounted on a white mule, clothed with a fcarlet Benijh
y

and had on his head a white turban ; which however, together

with part of his face, was covered with a thick muflin. On his

feet were yellow boots, and the faddle on which he was feated

was of crimfon velvet, without any ornament of gold or filver.

His fword, which was broad and Araight, and adorned with an

hilt of mafly gold, was held horizontally in his right hand. A
fmall canopy of muili a was fupported over his head. Amid the

noife and hurry of above a thoufand pcrfons who were there af-

fembled, I was unable to make myfelf heard, which the nature

of my fituation obliged me to attempt, though not exactly con-

formable to the etiquette of the court, that, almoft to the exclu-

fion of {hangers, had appropriated the diwan to the troops, the

Arabs, and others connected with the government.

On another occafion I contrived to gain admittance to the

interior court by a bribe. The Sultan was hearing a caufe of a

private nature, the proceedings on which were only in the Fur-

ian language. He was feated on a kind of chair, ^j.ys», which

was covered with a Turkey carpet, and wore a red filk turban j

his face was then uncovered : the Imperial fword was placed

a'crofs his knees, and his hands were engaged with a chaplet of

red coral. Being near him I fixed my eyes on him, in order to

e e 2 have
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have a perfect idea of his countenance, which, being fliort-

fighted, and not thinking it very decent to ufe a glafs in his pre-

fence, I had hitherto fcarcely found an opportunity of acquir-

ing. He feemed evidently difcompofed at my having obferved

him thus, and the moment the caufe was at an end, he retired

very abruptly. Some perfons to whom I afterwards remarked

the circum (lance feemed to think that his attendants had taught

him to fear the magic of the Franks, to the operation of which

their habit of taking Hkenefles is imagined by fome of the Ori-

entals to conduce. He is a man rather under the middle fize,

of a complexion aduft or dry, with eyes full of fire, and fea-

tures abounding in expreffion. His beard ir mort but full, and

his countenance, though perfectly black, materially differing

from the negro ;
though fifty or fifty-five years of age, he pof-

fefles much alertnefs and activity.

* • - *

At another of my vifits I found him in the interior court,

Handing, with a long ftaff tipped with filver in his right hand,

on which he leaned, and the fword in his left. He then had

chofen to adorn his head with the folds of a red filk turban,

compofed of the fame material as the weftern Arabs ufe for a

cincture. The Mclek Ibrahim prcfented him, in my name, with

a fmall piece of filk and cotton, of the manufacture of Damas-

cus. He returned anfwer, Barak ulla Ji

!

—May the blefling of

God be on him !—a phrafe in general ufe on receiving any fa-

vour, and inftantly retired, without giving me time to urge the

requeft of which I intended the offering mould be tbeprecurfor.

It is expected of all perfons that, on coming to El Fafher, they

Ihould
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fliould bring with them a prefent of greater or lefs value, ac-

cording to the nature of the bufinefs in hand. It is no lefs ufual

' before leaving the royal refidence, to afk permiflion of the Sul-

tan for that purpofe. With this latter form, which was to me
unpleafant, I fometimes complied, but more frequently omitted

it. But on this occafion, having been long refident there, I

thought fit to make a laft effort to promote my defign. The
day preceding that which I had fixed for my return happened

to be a great public audience. I found the monarch feated on

his throne {curft) y
under a lofty canopy, compofed not of one

material, but of various ftuffs of Syrian and even of Indian fa-

bric, hungloofely on a light frame of wood, no two pieces of the

fame pattern. The place he fat in was fpread with fmall Turkey

carpets. The Meleks were feated at fome diftance on the right

and left, and behind them a line of guards, with caps, orna-

mented in front with a fmall piece of copper and a black

oflrich feather. Each bore a fpear in his hand, and a target

of the hide of the hippopotamus on the oppofite arm. Their

drefs confided only of a cotton mirt, of the manufacture

of the country. Behind the throne were fourteen or fifteen

eunuchs, clothed indeed fplendidly in habiliments of cloth or

filk, but clumfily adjufted, without any regard to fize or colour.

The fpace in front was filled with fuitors and fpedators, to the

number of more than fifteen hundred. A kind of hired enco-

miaft Rood on the monarch's left hand, crying out, a plc'm

gorgey during the whole ceremony, " See the buffaloe (^^.U),

the offspring of a buffaloe, a bull of bulls, the elephant of fu-

perior ftrcngth, the powerful Sultan Abd-el-rachman-el-rafliid !

May
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May God prolong thy life 1—O Mafter—May God aflift thee,

and render thee vittorious
!"

From this audience, as from thofe which had preceded it, I

was obliged to retire as I had come, without effecting any pur-

pofc. I was told ther<» were occafions when the Sultan wears a

kind of crown, as is common with other African monarchs ; but

of this practice I had no opportunity to bear teftimony. When
he appeared in public, a number of troops armed with light

fpears ufually attended him, and fevcral of his Haves were em-

ployed to bear a kind of umbrella over his head, which con-

cealed his face from the multitude. When he pafles, all the

fpe&ators are obliged to appear barefooted, and commonly to

kneel—His fubje&s bow to the earth, but this compliance is not

^xpedTed from foreigners. Even the Meleks, when they ap-

proach the throne, creep on their hands and knees, which gave

occafion to an Egyptian to remark, that the Jarcct* in Fur was a

Melek, and the Melek a Jarea—alluding to the fervile behaviour

of the minifters, and the publicity of women in the domeftic of-

fices of the palace.

The Sultan Abd-el-rachman, foon after he became poflefled

of fovereign authority, with the oftenfible motive of teftifying

his attachment to the religion of the Prophet, but more per-

haps with a view of obtaining greater weight among his fub-

jects, by fome mark of the confideration of the firft of Mo-
hammedan princes, thought proper to fend a prefent to Conftan-

* A female flave.

tinople.
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tlnople. It confifted of three of the choiceft eunuchs, and

three of the raoft beautiful female flaves that could be procured.

The Othman emperor, when they were prefented, had, it is faid,

never heard of the Sultan of Dar-Fur, but he returned an

highly-ornamented fabre,, a rich pelifle, and a ring fet with a

fingle diamond of no inconfiderable value.
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CHAP. XVL
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DAR-F^R.

Refidence with the Mehk Mufa—DiJJimulation of the Arabs—
Incidents—Return to Cobbe—Endeavours to proceedfarther into

Africa— NeceJJity of exerciftng Medicine—Feftival—Puni/b-

ment of Conjpirators—Art of the Sultan—Atrocious ConducJ of
my Kabirine fervant—At length find an opportunity ofdepar-

ture, afler a conflrained refidence in Dar-Ftir of nearly three

years.

MY reception with Mufa Wullad Jelfun was very different

from that which I had experienced in the houfe of Mifellim, or

Ibrahim. All the principal people faluted mc, and fought my
converfation. The Melek, by thofe who knew him, was

eftecmed a man of confummate diflimulation, and boundlefs

ambition; quick of apprehenfion, decifive, and energetic. I

found him eafy and dignified in his manner
; and, by his com-

munication with foreigners perhaps, more polifhed, and better

informed, than the reft of his order. His behaviour toward

myfelf was complacent ; and he affected to feek opportunities

of hearing my fentimcnts on fuch fubje&s as occurred. During

three days we were generally feated with him, and partook of

his table, which was remarkable for the abundant fupply, if not

for
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for the delicacy of the food. On thefe occafions I was indeed

frequendy harafled with queftions, the fimplicity of which dif-

gufted me, and was even in forae inftances indirectly reviled

for ray fuppofed attachment to a fed, whofe tenets among Mo-
hammedans are thought abfurd and even impious. However,

when they were led to imagine that the favour of the Sultan

was beginning to brighten my profpe&s, their difpofition on

that head appeared much more eafy and tolerant. But I was

alfo frequently imprefTed with the clear intelligence, and pene-

trating fagacity, with which the claims of the refpective fuitors

were inveftigated, and the equity and firmnefs with which they

were terminated by this officer. Oftener than once even, during

my fhort abode with him, the beft conftru&ed plans to difguife

the truth, and elude the purpofes of juflice, were laid open and

rendered abortive ; for it is remarkable with how much artifice

the Arabs, however ignorant in other refpecls, defend them-

felves, whether right or wrong, as long as they have any profit

to hope, or lofs to dread. So clear is their difcernment, fo re-

tentive their memory, and fo firm their refolution on thefe oc-

cafions, that no word, no look, not even an involuntary move-

ment cfcapes them, which can in the fmalleft degree betray their

caufe ; and the longed crofs-examination, or queftions put at

the greateft diftance of time, will bring to light no fact unfa-

vourable to the intcreft which they are to defend.

In obedience to the Sultan's command, I gave in an exact

ftatement of the property I had loft, and fubftantiated the proof

by the ftrongeft circumftantial evidence. With regard to the

flavc, the raoft complete redrefs was accorded me. The charge

f f brought
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brought againft me was judged abfolutely futile, and flic was

reftored to her mafter ; while he, on the other hand, was com-

pelled to give up the cheft, &c. which had been violently with-

held. The plunder which had fallen into the hands of my
fervant and his accomplice was not fo eafily reftored. The

Melek, tired of gratuitous juftice, began to think that a lucra-

tive compofition was more eligible. The offenders, who had

been obftinate in the firft inftance, feeing how the caufe relative

to thejarea (female flave) had been decided, thought proper to

offer to the Melek marks of their gratitude for the lenity they

expected from him j and the Sultan was unwilling to imagine

that the fufferings of a Caffre* could fall heavy on himfelf at

the day of final retribution. In fact, his difguft at the com-

plaints continually preferred, and jealoufy and refentment againft

fome of the Egyptians, who in this and other inftances ap-

peared to have ufurped his authority, certainly influenced him

in the firft part of the proceedings, rather than any love of

juftice.

At length the Melek, who in reality was fupreme arbiter of

the conteft, contented himfelf with giving me in intrinfic value

about four head of flaves, inftead of twenty-four or twenty-five,

which at firft he had unequivocally declared due to me,

and promifed I fhould receive. And thus the matter was ter-

minated.

I a fecond time retired to Cobb£, with little expectation of

ever leaving the country. Of the property which the king's

agents had on my arrival purchafed, no part of the price had

yet
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yet been difcharged. I had been infulted with the mockery of

jufticc, yet obliged to thank my oppreffors for the compenfation

with their corruption and malignity alone had rendered in-

complete.

I had not indeed omitted to renew to the Melek Mufa, the re-

queft which had been previoufly made to Mifellim and Ibrahim.

I explained to him in the manner lead exceptionable, my inten-

tion in coming thither, completely did away all the fufpicions,

which my enemies had at firft been aiTiduous to excite, and too

fuccefsful in eftablifliing; and concluded with dcfiring permiilion

to go to Sennaar, or to accompany the firft Sdatea (an armed

expedition for the purpofe of acquiring flaves) to the South or

South-weft ; or finally to have a fafe-condu<a, and one of the

Sultan's flaves, acknowleged as fuch, to accompany me to Ber-

goo (the firft Mohammedan kingdom to the Weft). By the

firft route I hoped to have reached Abyfllnia ; or, if that ha<l

been impracticable, to have gone through Nubia to Egypt, or

by Suakem to the Red Sea, and thence to Mocha or Jidda. By

thefecond I was almoft certain of fettling forae important points

relative to the White River, poflibly of tracing it to its fourcc.

And by the tb'trd, either of pafling directly Weft, and tracing

the courfe of the Niger, or of penetrating through Bornou and

Fezzan to Tripoli.

To the firft propofal, he anfwered in a manner which gave

me no reafon to doubt his fincerity, that the road to Sennaar

was at prefent impafiablc, the Sultan being as yet matter of but

one half of Kordofan ; that the natives of all that part of it

F F 2 which
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which remained unfubdued, were his implacable foes, and would

infallibly deftroy any perfon who came from Dar-Fur ; that he

thought however, if I waited another year, that route might

poflibly be more fecure ; and in cafe it fhould be fo, that he

would ufe all his efforts to obtain the Sultan's permilfion for my
departure. Of the Selatea he faid, that I fhould only encounter

certain death by attempting it, as between the jealoufy of thofe

who accompanied me, and the actual hoftility of the country

attacked, there would be no hope of efcaping. I hinted that

the Sultan might give me a few attendants, whom I was very

ready to pay, and an order to enable me to pafs unmolefted, as

his phyfician in fearch of herbs. He replied that he would

propofe fuch a meafure, but did not expect it would receive the

Sultan's approbation, whom he reprefented as very adverfe to

ftrangers, and ftill fufpicious of me individually, in confequence

of the reports that had been fpread on my arrival. To the third

propofal, he anfwered, that he had no hope of my fucceeding

;

and if I fhould attempt it, would by no means be anfwerable

for what might happen, fince the utmoft diftrufl fubfifted be-

tween the monarchs of Fur and Bergoo, and the moft implaca-

ble enmity to Chriftians in the latter country. He concluded

with ftrongly recommending it to me to feize the firft opportu-

nity of returning to Egypt ; but allured me, that if he could

accomplith either of the meafures I fo much wifhed, he would

not fail to inform me, and afford me the neceffary aid. I left

matters thus when I retired to Cobb£, deje&cd, and little ex-

pecting to realize even my leaft fanguine hopes. Not more

than fix weeks after this converfation had taken place, I was

fent for in hafte to attend the Melek, who was confined by an

old
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old diforder in his lungs. I found him yet fenfible, but his

eyes were fixed, and the extremities incapable of motion. In

five hours afterwards he expired. Thus were Wafted my re-

turning hopes of fuccefs ; for no mediator now remained be-

tween myfelf and the monarch, and no longer was there near

the court a man, even of feeming liberality and good fenfe, to

whom my projects might fafely be opened.

The tranfa&ions I had been engaged in, and my frequent ap-

pearance in public, had given me a degree of notoriety, which I

fhunned rather than fought. Having learned by accident that

I was in pofTcflion of a few medicines, which indeed were ra-

ther ftudioufly concealed, all the town grew indifpofed, and

fought for remedies. Under various pretences, I as often as

poflible declined adminiftering any ; but one or two of the fick

having recovered, fprcad the news of their fuppofed cure, with

fuch additions as they thought proper. It then became necef-

fary for me to attend at El Father, whither I was fent for on

feveral occafions, in the courfe of the fubfequent year. Soon

after Mufa's death, a meffenger arrived requiring my prcfence,

but, as is ufual with them, without fpecifying the object. Judg-

ing it might poflibly be fomething favourable to my imcrefts, I

ufed all poflible difpatch. On my arrival I was directed to at-

tend the Faqui Seradgc, the principal Imam, who was ill of a

ftftula. It appeared that palliatives could afford him no relief,

and I declined the refponfibility attached to more violent reme-

dies. On this occafion however the Sultan had feen me, and

addrefled me perfonally, telling me that he fhould give orders

for the payment of what was due to me, and that he fhould

• J confult
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confult my inclination in all things. I began to prefs my re-

queft for permiffion to travel ; but to this he turned a deaf ear,

and foon left the place of audience. Another time I was called

to a Melek, a man of advanced age, who had been blind of one

eye for nine years, but was much difpleafed at being told his

diforder was incurable. Many inftances of the fame kind

occurred.

The fame winter I was fent for by Mifellim, to receive a

part of what was due to me. He was at Gidid, a town about

forty miles from Cobbe. I was not long detained, having been

permitted to return in a few hours after my arrival. But the

payment was made in oxen, a commodity to me of very little

value. They however afforded me fubfiftence for fome months,

which otherwife probably I mould have wanted.

The Grft week of the month Rab'ia-el-achir^ this year, was dif-

tinguimed by a feftival which I conceive peculiar to this coun-

try—the Gclcd-cl-Nabas, the leathering of the kettle-drum. It

lafts eight or ten days fuccefHvely
;
during which time the Me-

leks and great men offer to the monarch confidcrable prefents.

I have known the Melek of jelabs take with him in his vifit of

congratulation prefents, of various kinds, worth fixty head of

flaves. Almoft all, except abfolute mendicants, are obliged to

come forward with fome offering, proportioned to their rank.

In recompencc of this involuntary generofity on the part of the

people, a kindnefs almoft as involuntary, but fomewhat cheaper,

is exhibited on the part of the Sultan—his kitchen during the

time is devoted to the public fervice. But as too great a number

of
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of animals is frequently flaughtered on the firft day, the meat

often remains to be devoured in a corrupt ftate ; which gave

occafion to fome one to remark, that the feftivals of Fur refem-

bled thofe of the Leopard * The celebrity is alfo marked by

a review of the troops. But as their equeftrian exercifes are no

more than a clumfy imitation of thofe of the Mamluks, a more

particular dcfcription of them would afford nothing new. They

ferve however to charafterife the mode of warfare, where victory

is always the effect of pcrfonal exertion. The monarch and his

chief officers have fine horfes of Dongola, which they mount

without {kill, carrying in one hand five or fix javelins, in the

ufe of which they are adequately expert.
• i. * • t - - -.. •

.

During the fummer of 1794, five men, who had exercifed

confiderable authority in fome of the provinces, were brought to

El Fafher as prifoners. It was faid that they had been detected

in trcafonable correfpondence with the hoftile leader (Hafhem)

in Kordofan. They did not undergo any form of trial, but as

the Sultan chofe to give credit to the depofitions that were made

againft them, his command ifTued for their execution. Three

of them were very young men, the youngeft not appearing to

be more than feventeen years of age. Two of them were

eunuchs. A little after noon they were brought, chained and

fettered, into the market-place before one of the entrances of

the palace, efcorted by a few of the royal flaves, armed with

fpears. Several of the Meleks, by the monarch's exprefs order,

* It is not uiu.il with Mohammedans to eat meat in fuch a (late. It is re-

ported in Soudan, 1 know not how truly, that the Leopard, after he has feized

his prey, leaves it till it become putrid before he eats of it.

were
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were prefcnt, to witnefs, as he termed it, what they might

expect to fuffer if they failed in their fidelity. The execu-

tioner allowed them time only to utter fome fliort prayer, when

he plunged the knife in the neck of the oldeft of them, exactly

in the fame manner as they kill a iheep. The operation too U

marked by the fame term [dbebbab). He fell and ftruggled for

fome time : the reft fuffcred in their turn. The three laft were

much agitated, and the youngeft wept. The two firft had

borne their fate with becoming firmnefs. The crowd, that

had aflembled, had fcarcely fatiated itfelf with the fpeclacle of

their convulfivc motions, while proftrate in the duft, when the

flaves of the executioner coolly brought a fmall block of wood,

and began mangling their feet with an axe. I was furprized at

this among Mohammedans, whofc decency in all that concerns

the dead is generally worthy of applaufe. Nor did it diminilh

my aftonilhment, that having at length cut off their feet, they

took away the fetters, which had been worn by the criminals,

in themfelves of very inconfidcrablc value, and left the bodies

where they were. Private humanity, and not public order,

afterwards afforded them fepulture.

It happened this year that fome cxccflcs had been committed

by perfons in a ftatc of inebriation, and the Sultan having had

cognizance of the fact, could find a remedy only in force. He

ordered fearch to be made in all houfes throughout the country

for the utenfils for making merifi ; directed that thofe who

mould be found in a ftate of intoxication mould be capitally

punilhed ; and the women who made it mould have their heads

fliaved, be fined fevercly, and expofed to all poflible ignominy.

The
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The Furians had however been habituated to Merife before they

had known their monarch, or the Iflam. The feverity of the

order, therefore, and the numbers trefpafling againft it, defeated

the Sultan's purpofe. It was indeed put in execution, and a

few miferable women fuffered unrelenting tonfure, and innu-

merable earthen jars were indignantly flrewed piecemeal in the

paths of the faithful ; but the opulent, as is ufual, efcaped with

impunity, and lomc were bold enough to fay, that the eyes

even of the Sultan's women were ftill reddened with the vo-

luptuous beverage, while priefts and magiftrates were bearing

the fulminating edict from one extremity of the empire to the

other. It is certain that, fubfequent to this new law, the

minds of the troops were much alienated from the monarch,

and it is thought that no other caufe than this was to be fought.

The monarch who admits of no licence will never reign in

the hearts of the fbldiery; and he muft give up the hope of

their affections, who is difpofed to become an impartial cenfor

of the public morals.

Innumerable reports had been propagated at different times,

that the Jelabs would be allowed to depart. But none was well

authenticated ;
nay, as afterwards appeared, all were falfe. It

w probable they were artfully circulated by order of the Sultan,

with a view to cajole the foreign merchants, who, having now

collected the intended number of flaves, were at a heavy

expenfe for their daily fuftcnance, and of courfe ill bore the

unexplained delay, while his own merchandize was fold at a

prodigious advance in Egypt. In effect, two fmall caravans

found their way thither, between the time of my arrival at

G G Fur,
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Fur, and that of my departure ; but they confided only of the

Sultan's property, and that of one or two individuals, whom
he particularly favoured. For a great quantity of merchandize

having accumulated in his hands, he was determined to difpofe

of it to advantage, before the other merchants mould be per-

mitted to produce theirs for fale.

They were therefore reftrained by the ftrong arm of power,

to favour the monarch's pernicious monopoly ; while the latter,

with fingular effrontery, gave out, that he had fent to negociate

with the Beys the reception of the commodities of Soudan, on

more advantageous terms than they had been before admitted.

The man whom I had brought with me from Kahira as

fervant, had availed himfelf of the property he had plundered

to purchafe feveral flaves. He ftill continued to live in an

apartment within the fame inclofure with myfelf, and I occa-

fionally employed one of his flaves to prepare my food.

He knew too much of me to imagine that I mould Iofe any

opportunity that might offer of punifhing him, and accordingly

was defirous of anticipating my defign. I had received warning

of his views, and was cautious, fleeping little at night, and

going always armed; not that I much expected any thing

would be attempted by open force, though in effect two men

had been employed by him, under promife of a reward, to

ftrangle me. Finding that meafure unfuccefsful, he obtained

fome corrofive fublimate^ and put it into a dim that one of the

flaves was dreiling. She was honeft and generous enough to

inform
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inform me of it, or the fcheme would probably have taken

effc&, as I had certainly then no fufpicion. The villain on

returning, after a few hours, and finding that the poifon had

not produced its effect, vented his rage on the flave, and had

nearly ftrangled her with a cord, when I interfered and forced

him to leave her. The next fcheme was an accufation of

debauching his flaves, which after a tedious inveftigation before

the civil judge, and then the Melek of Jelabs, I was able to

refute. Other attempts, planned with fufficient art, were made

againft my life, which, however, I had equal good fortune in

efcaping.

In the fummer of 1795, I received the fecond payment for

the property in the Sultan's hands, which confifted of female

camels {naka). The fame injuftice operated on this occafion as

before. After all the other creditors of the monarch had been

fatisfied, I was directed to choofe from what remained : two

of which, as ufual, were allotted as equivalent to a flave,

though of fo inferior a kind, that three would not have been

fufficient to purchafe one.

After having received thefe, I was preparing to return to

Cobb6, when a menage came to require my attendance on a fick

perfon. The patient was brother of the Melek of the Jelabs.

He was in the laft ftage of a peripneumony, and I immediately

faw the cafe was defperate ; but was forced to remain there

with the fick man, adminiftering fuch remedies as his fituation

permitted the application of, till he expired. Two guides were

fent to accompany me home, but coming to a torrent that

GG 2 crofled
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eroded the road, (it was the middle of the Harift or wet

feafon,) they were fearful of pafling it, and returned, after

endeavouring in vain to perfuade me to do the fame. I was

obliged to abandon the camel, which belonged to the Melek,

and purfue my journey on foot.

The time I was conftrained to devote to this patient afforded

me an opportunity of remarking the True believer's pradice of

pbyfic. No mummery, that ever was invented by human im-

becility to banim the puny fears of mortality, was forgotten to

be put in practice. The difcafe was fometimes exorcifed as a

malignant fpirit, at others deprecated as the juft vifitation of the

Deity : two or three thoufand fathas were to be uttered, and

numbered at the fame moment on a chaplet ; and fentences of

the Koran were then written on a board, which being wafhed

off, the inky water was offered to the fick man to drink, when

he was no longer able to open his mouth. But though this

puerile anxiety prevailed fo long as the man remained alive,

the moment he was dead, all funk into undifturbed compofure,

except a few of the women, who officioufly difquieted the

living, with vociferations of affected forrow for the dead.

Near the end of the year 1 795, a body of troops was muf-

tered and reviewed, who were to replace thofe that had died of

the fmall-pox in Kordofan, which it was faid amounted to more

than half the army. The fpoils which had been taken from

Hafhem, were alfo on this occafion oftentatioufly difplayed.

They confifted of eighty flaves, male and female, but the

greater proportion of the latter, many of them were very

beautiful,
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beautiful, nor the lefs interefting, that though the change in

their fituation could not be very important, their countenances

were marked with defpondency. To thefe fucceeded five

hundred oxen and two hundred large camels ; the whole pro-

ceffion concluded with eighty horfes, and many articles of

lefs value borne by flaves. Shouts rent the air, of *' Long live

el Sultan Abd-el-rachman el rafhid ! May God render him

always victorious
!"

A fhort time after I caufed a petition to be drawn up, which

was prcfented by Ali-el-Chatib to the Sultan, in which I ftatcd

my fufferings, requefted payment of what yet remained due to

me, and permiffion to proceed on my journey to Kordofan.

Though the perfon who prefented it was a man of confiderable

weight, no anfwer was given. I therefore followed it up by a

vifit in perfon, which I had refolded fhould be my laft. My
arrival was no fooncr known, than I was directed as before to

attend fome fick perfon. This I pofitively refilled to do ; and

it was many days before I could be admitted at court, for

Fowaz, the Melek of Jelabs, was grown tired of his office. I

therefore accompanied (nth December 1795) the Chatib to

the monarch's prefence, and fhortly ftated what I came to re-

queft, which the former feconded, though not with the zeal that

I might have wifhed. To my demand of permiffion to travel

no anfwer was returned. But the generous and hofpitable mo-

narch, who had received from me the value of about 750

piafters in goods, and notwith(landing that my claim was well

fupportcd, condefcended to give me twenty meagre oxen, in

value about 1 20 piafters ! The ftate of my purfe would not per-

mit
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mit me to refufe even this mean fupply, and I bad adieu to

El Fafher, as I hoped for ever.

Another accident happened at this time, which awaked my
attention to perfonal fecurity. Being retired at night to a fmall

diftance from my apartment, a fpear was thrown over the

fence, grazed my fhoulder, and ftuck in the ground near me.

I ran to the place whence it came, but faw no one, and in vain

endeavoured to difcovcr the owner of it.

Having applied the value of the oxen to preparatives for the

journey to Egypt, the report of the caravan's departure grow-

ing daily ftronger, I loft no time in joining the Chabir,

who was then encamped at Le Ha'tnur^ (3d March 1796,) a

fmall village about three days' journey North of Cobbc, where

was a tolerable fupply of water, but no other requifite for

living.

Two nights previoufly to leaving Cobbe I received a letter,

impreffed with the fcal of Fowas, Melek of Jelabs, importing that

he (Fowas) had obtained from the Sultan for me the permiflion

I had fo often earneftly fought, viz. of paffing through Kor-

dofan to Sennaar, and that nothing remained but to repair to

El Falher, and fet out from that place. My aftonifhment was

great at finding that what had fo conftantly and contume-

lioufly been rcfufed, fhould now be fpontancoufly offered. I

therefore immediately went to fome of the merchants, in

whom I had the greateft confidence, to inquire their opinion.

All of them ftrongly difTuaded me from paying any attention

to
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to the Melek's letter, hinting at the fame time that they under-

ftood what it meant. I acquiefced, notwithftanding my earned

defire of going eaftward ; and it afterwards was proved to me
in a way fufficiently clear, that this letter was the refult of a

fcheme concerted between the Melek and my fervant AH, by

which it was contrived that I fhould reach the e after n confine,

and there perifh by the hands of my attendants.

During my refidence at El Faflier and Cobbe, I had been

repeatedly affured, and that from thofe perfons who were beft

informed, that the Sultan never meant to permit my departure;

and the imperfect compenfation he had directed for what had

been brought him confirmed that opinion. But as I knew

much is done among perfons of that defcription by whifpers,

I took care to fpread them thickly in his way. To the Chabir

I promifed an ample recompence for his afliftance, and fet

before him the confequences of his appearing in Kahira without

me. I alfo offered proofs that I had been able to difpatch let-

ters to Egypt, unknown to the government here. The Chabir

did not negleft to ufe his intereft with the Sultan ; and whe-

ther the latter was really intimidated by thefe vain infinuations,

whether he had begun to hold a more favourable opinion of

me from my having been fo long in the country without

attempting any thing improper, or whether he was not in reality

much more tranquil and indifferent on the fubjeft than we at

that time imagined, I cannot even now with certainty affirm.

We arrived at Le Haimer about a month before Ramadan,

and it was not till the fixth day of El Hedge, the fecond month

after
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after that fad, that we actually commenced our journey to

Egypt. In the mean time having pitched the tent under a

great tree, where wc were Iheltered from the rays of the fun,

and in tolerable fecurity, I fed on polenta [as-eide) and water

with the camel-drivers. I had collected eight camels for the

journey, but the beft of them was ftolen while grazing. An-

other died ; and to fupply his place I was obliged to feek one

on credit, for my whole exchangeable property at that time

amounted only to about eight piafters.

While the caravan was aflembling, an incident happened

which may deferve mention. The Muggrebins of EJwah,

having paded by Selim6, crolTed the defert (a route of three

or four days) to Dongola, where they carried off goods and

captives. Among thefe was a Dongolcfe girl, of fourteen years

of age, who was fold in Upper Egypt, and carried to Kahira,

where Ihe was bought by an Arab, who had. afterwards returned

to Dar Fur with his property. The girl being recognized by

fome Dongolefe, of her own tribe, refident in Fur, the queftion

came before the Mclck of the diftrict, and was referred to the

monarch. Her mailer pleaded the purchafe at a valuable con-

fideration ; but it was decided that having been free, flie was

not a fubjed of fale, and flic was reftorcd to her friends.

This pretext of an accufation for purchafing free pcrfons is

often ufed to extort money from rich merchants, and an in-

ltar.ee happened, within my knowlege, in which the purchafer

was condemned, not only to forfeit two females, but to pay a

fine of feven Haves for each. Such is the fole attention which

the government pays to the freedom of the fubjed.
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Our voyage, once commenced, was continued with little

remarkable, except the violent heat. We returned by the only

caravan route, Bir el malab
y
Legbea, Sel'imc, Sbeby and Elwab.

Our provifions were indifferent, and in fmall quantity. The

camel-drivers regaled themfelves with the flefh of thofe animals,

when they chanced to be difabled on the road. When we came

to Beiris we were met by a Caflief, who welcomed the Jelabs

with an exhibition of fire works ; on this occafion he treats the

chief merchants with coffee, and prefents to each a benijb of

coarfe cloth, worth about a guinea, expe&ing, however, in

return, a flave from each, worth at leaft ten guineas. When I

arrived at Afliut it was four months fince I had eaten of animal

food. The hard living, heat, and fatigue, occafioned a diarrhea

which much weakened me ; but before leaving Afliut, where I

paffed about twenty days, it was confiderably abated.

H H
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CHAP. XVII.

DAR.FUR,

Topography ofFurt withfome account ofits various

•

The town called Cobbe, as being the principal refidence of

the merchants, and placed aimoft in the direct road from the

North to the South extremity of the country, mall, for the fake

of perfpicuity, though not centrally fituated, be confidered as the

capital of Dar-Fur.

I found it to be in lat. 14
0

ll' long. E. G. 28' 8'. This

town is more than two miles in length, but very narrow, and

the houfes, each of which occupies within its inclofure a large

portion of ground, are divided by confiderable wafte. The

principal, or poffibly the only view of convenience by which

the natives appear to have been governed in their choice of

fituation and mode of building, muft have been that of having

the refidence near the fpot rented or inherited by them for the

purpofe of cultivation. The town is full of trees of feveral

kinds, among which are the palm, dclcib^ &c. but chiefly the

bcglig and the nebbek, which give it an agreeable appearance at

a fmall diitance, for being fituated in a plain, it is not diftin&ly

vifible more than four or five miles in any dire&ion.

During
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During the rainy feafon, the ground on which it ftands is

furrounded by a wadi or torrent. Fronting it to the Eaft, (for

the town extends from North to South,) is a mountain or rock,

diftinguifhed by the fame appellation. It is not memorable for

its height, nor indeed for any thing but as being the rcfort of*

hyenas and jackals
;
yet it forms part of a ridge of hills, or

rocks, for there is little earth on them, which runs from North

to South for many leagues.

The inhabitants are fupplied with water from wells, of fmall

depth, which are dug within the inclofure of many of the

houfes ; but the bed of them are thofe which are in or near the

bed of the torrent. The water is generally turbid, and though

not apparently poflefling any injurious quality, has often an

ungrateful flavour. The quantity too is not always equal to the

public confumption, which fometimes throws the people into

difficulties before the periodical return of the rains. Their man-

ner of digging is fo unfkilful, that the foil often collapfes ; and

the fame well is feldom ufeful for more than three or four

months fucceffively.

There arc fome villages, at fmall diftances, in various direc-

tions from Cobbe, which are dependent on it, and increafe hi

apparent population. To the N. E. by N. He/let Hajfan y
inha-

bited altogether by the people of Dongola. It has been *governed

many years by the Cbab'ir Hajfan wullad Nafry one of the ol deft
-

* Here is one among many inftances of tacit fubmiflton to the authority of

the head of a tribe, though unfurniflied with any exprefs deputation from the

government.

H H 2 .Of
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of them, who had been formerly once, or more than once,

Cbabir (leader) of the jelabs on their journey to Kahira, and a

man, as I have generally underftood, refpe&able for his talents

and his virtues. North and North-weft, Nuktl and Hellet-bummar.

South, Hellet-el-Alanine and Hellet Jeniin-Ullab. South-weft

and Weft, Hellet-el-Fukkara and Bweri. There are fome other

fmaller ones, the names of which I have either never learned or

have forgotten.

On all fides Cobbi is furrounded by a plain. To the Weft

and South-weft it extends to the foot of Kcrda and Malbay two

rough mountains or rocks, at about twenty-miles diftance in

that direction. South it is bounded by Gebel Cufa, at near

twelve miles diftance, near which are feen fome villages. South-

eaft it extends to Barbog^ and is there bounded, on the North-

eaft, by Gebel Wannay and on the Eaft South-eaft by a wadi or

torrent, which bears its name, and the fands (goze) beyond it.

But to the Eaft there is no extent of level ground ; the whole

road from Sweini North, to Gid'id South, being bounded in

that direction by a mountain, firft under the name of Tegay

and then under that of Wanna. Gebel Cobbe ftands almoft

infulated, and is placed Weft of the latter. In Cobbe there are

very few houfes, perhaps none, inhabited by natives of Fur.

The people are all merchants and foreigners. The other

more noted towns of the empire are, Sweini, Kurma, Cubcabta,

RU, Cours, Sboba, Gidid, GellL Sweini is fituated almoft North

of Cobbe, at the diftance of more than two days diligent travel-

ling. Kourma, a fraall town, Weft by South, at the diftance of

four and a half or five hours—twelve or thirteen miles. Cub-

cabia,
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cabia, a more confiderable one, it was not in my power to vifit,

but it is defcribed as nearly due Weft, at the diftance of two

days and a half. The road is rocky and mountainous, and of

courfe may be fuppofed fomcwhat circuitous. Cours, a place

of little note, North-weft by Weft, at five hours and a half tra-

velling from Cobbe'. Ril is fomething more than three days

removed from it, in the direction South-fouth-eaft ; and as the

road is good and lies through a plain, this cannot be eftimated

at much lefs than fixty miles. Shoba is two days and a half

from Cobbe'.

Gidtd is nearly South-eaft, and about one day and a half

from Cobbe'. Gellc is not far from Cubcabia, but fome hours

further removed to the South. Sweini is the general refort of

the merchants trading to Egypt, both in going and returning,

and thence derives its chief importance. Provifions, of moil

kinds which the country affords, are found there in plenty, and

and while the jelabs remain there, a daily market is held. The
Chatib, and fome other of the principal merchants have houfes

there, for the convenience of lodging their property, as the ca-

ravans pafs and repafs. A Melek, with a fmall number of

troops, is always ftationed there to receive them. The town

therefore may be confidered as in fome meafure the key of that

road, though not entirely fo, as there are two others which

lead from the center of Dar-Fur towards Egypt, without going

to Sweini.

The poorer people who conftantly live there, are either of the

province called Zeghawa, or Arabs.

In
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la Kourma, the merchants who occupy almoft the whole of

the place, are called the Je\ara%
moft of them born in the

Upper Egypt. Exclufively of them and their dependents, the

number of people in that town is inconfiderable. Twice in

the week a market is held there for meat and other provifions,

as at Cobbe'.

Cubcabia is a confiderable town, and its inhabitants various

and numerous. It forms the key of the Weftern roads, as

Sweini of the Northern ; and is the depot of all the merchan-

dize that is brought from that quarter. A market is held there

twice a week, in which the chief medium of exchange for arti-

cles of fmall value is fait, which the inhabitants make by col-

lecting and boiling the earth of thofe places where horfes, a{Tes,

or other animals have been long ftationary. This market is ce-

lebrated for the quantity of tokeas^ and for the manufacture, if

fo it may be called, of leather, which they are very dextrous in

dripping of the hair, tanning, and then forming into large and

durable lacks for corn, {geraubs,) water, (ray,) and other pur-

pofes. The tokeas are cotton cloths, of five, fix, or eight yards

long, and eighteen to twenty-two inches wide : they are ftrong

but coarfe, and form the covering of all the lower clafs of both

fexes. The inhabitants are partly Furians, who fpeak their own
language, in part Arabs, and partly from fome of the Weftern

countries, as Bergoo, &c. There are alfo fome of the race called

Felatia, and other defcriptions.

InCours are found fome merchants from the river; the remain-

der arefukkaray
who affect extraordinary fanftity, and are diftin-

guilhed
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guiflied for their intolerance and brutality to ftrangers. Ril is

inhabited partly by Furians ; but there are alfo fome foreign

merchants. During the reign of Sultan Teraub there appear to

have been many more there ; for he had built a houfe, and

made the town his ufual refidence in time of peace. But Abd-

el-rachman has abandoned it, probably from the fear attendant

on ufurpation. Ril* is the key of the South and Eaft roads, as

Cubcabia of the Weft, and Sweini of the North ; and therefore

a Melek with a body of troops commonly refides there, as a

guard to the frontier, and to keep the Arabs, who abound in

that neighbourhood, in fubjection. It is a place eminently fit-

ted for the Imperial refidence, being abundantly fupplied with

frem water from a large pool, which is never completely dry,

with bread from Said f, with meat, milk, and butter from the

Arabs, who breed cattle, and with vegetables from a foil well

adapted to horticulture ; nor are they without a kind of tena-

cious clay, which, with little preparation, becomes a durable

material for building. In Shoba, another town of fome note,

was an houfe of Sultan Teraub. The place is faid to be well

fupplied with water, and there are fome chalk pits near it, from

which that material was drawn at the time I was in the country.

Thefe pits were then almofl. exhaufted, for the purpofe of

• Sultan Teraub ufed always to refide at Ril, but the prcfcnt monarch, or

ufurpcr, is induced by his fears to wander from place to place. The firft place

I faw him at was Htglig ; the next was Twi\ the third was TeruU/ti, where he

paflcd about a year.

f The Furians, it may be remarked, diftinguifii the South part of their empire

by this term, as well as the Egyptians.

adorning
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adorning the royal refidencc, and fome others, with a kind of

white-waftS. In Shoba refide fome jelabs ; the reft of the peo-

ple are Furians, and occupied in other purfuits.

Gidid has alfo a competent fupply of water, and is near

the road from Cobbe to Ril. Its bearing from the former is

South-eaft. It is a town of Fukkara
y
who are reported to be fo

little famous for hofpitality, that they will hardly furnifli to a

traveller water to allay his thirft. In this town are many
houfes, and fome of them belong to merchants who derive their

origin from the Eaftward.

Gelle was efteemed lefs flourifhing than mod other towns of

Dar-Fur, being under the galling tyranny of a prieft. The

Faqui ScradgCy one of the two principal Imams of the Sultan, a

man of intrigue and confummate hypocrify, had gained an

afcendancy over his mafler, and diftanced all competitors at

court. Gelle was his native place, and the people of the town

were become his dependents. His unfated avarice left them nei-

ther apparel nor a mat to lie on ; and his immortal malice per-

fected them for having no more to plunder. The greater part

of the people are either Corobdti or Fclatia (two tribes) ; of the

latter fort is thefaqui.

The greater part of the people inhabiting Cobbc confifts, as

hath been already obferved, of merchants. The generality of

them are employed in trading to Egypt, and fome of them are

natives of that country ; but the greater number come from

the river. The latter clafs, if from circumftances a conjecture

may
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may be hazarded, feem firft to have opened the dircd commu-

nication between Egypt and Fur. For many years their native

countries, Dongola, Mahas, and all the borders of the Nile as

far as Sennaar, which, according to report, are in all the gifts of

nature much fuperior to Dar-Fur, have been the fcene of devas-

tation and bloodflied, having no fettled government, but being

continually torn by internal divifions, and haraflcd by the in-

roads of the Sbaikie and other tribes of Arabs, who inhabit the

region between the river and the Red Sea. Such of the natives

as were in a condition to fupport themfelves by traffic, or by

manual labour, in confequence emigrated, and many of them

retired to the Weft. Thefe people, accuftomed in their native

country to a fliort and eafy communication with Egypt, and

impelled by the profpc<3 of immenfe profit, which a farther

attempt of the fame kind promifed them, opened the route

which the Jelabs now purfue. But to return to Cobbc.—

Some Egyptians, chiefly from Said, a few Tunifines, natives

of Tripoli, and others, come and go with the caravans, only

remaining long enough to fell their goods. Others have mar-

ried m Dar-Fur, and are now perfectly naturalized, and recog-

nized as fubjett to the Sultan. The fathers being no more, the

children are in many inftanccs eftablilhcd in their room, and

are engaged in the fame occupations.

The remainder of them confifts of foreigners, coming from

Dongola, Mahas, Sennaar, and Kordofan, who are generally re-

marked as indefatigable in commerce, but daring, reftlefs, and

feditious, (which confideration has induced the prefent Sul-

1 1 tan
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tan to ufe fome efforts to banifli them from his dominions,)

and the offspring of thofe whofe parents have emigrated,

and who are themfelvcs born in Dar-Fur. The latter are often

people of debauched manners, and not remarkable for the

fame fpirit of enterprife as the aftual emigrates. Gradually

formed to the defpotifm which coerces their external de-

portment, and fceks to crulh and fterilize even the feeds of

energy, fomewhat of the fpirit of their progenitors yet remains

:

the affections indeed are turned alkance, but not eradicated. The

pulhes that mould have been made ad auras atbereas
y oppofed

revert to 'Tartarus. The luxuriancy of mental vigour, though

repulfcd and forcibly inverted, ftill extends its ramifications.

Its pallefcent moots pierce the dunghill, when not permitted to

open themfelves to the influence of the fun. The a&ive mind

may defcend to brutal fenfuality, when it can no longer expand

itfelf in a more fane exercife.

The people firft mentioned commonly among themfelves

ufe the language of Barabra^ though they alfo fpeak Arabic.

The latter are generally unacquainted with any language but

the Arabic. They ufually intermarry with each other, or with

the Arabs, Some of them avoid marrying, and cohabit only

with their flaves, feldom taking to wife a Furian woman. Both

thefe defcriptions of men are eafily diftinguilhable from the

natives of the country *, being ufually of a more olive com-

* On the Eaft of Fur there is a particular tribe of Arabs, who curl their hair,

as it were, in a buftiy wig, refembling that of the antient figures in the ruins of

Pcrfcpolis. It is probable that many fragments of antient nations may be found

in the interior of Africa. Carthaginians expelled by the Romans, Vandals by

Bclifarius, &c. &c
plexion,
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plcxion, and having a form of vifage more nearly refembling

the European, with fliort curly black hair, but not wool. They

are a well-fizcd and well-formed people, and have often an

agreeable and expreffive countenance, though fometimes indi-

cating (if fo much faith may be given to phyfiognomy) violent

paflions and a mutable temper. Such are the inhabitants of

Cobbe. South-eaft of the town, in a large open fpace adapted

to the purpofe, a market * is held twice in the week, (Monday

and Friday,) in which are fold provifions of every kind, and, in

fliort, all the commodities which the country produces, or

which are derived from Egypt and other quarters. Slaves

however, though fometimes brought to the market, are now

commonly fold privately, which is not unfrequently complained

of as an evil, inafmuch as it facilitates the fale of fuch as have

been ftolen from other quarters. The people of Barabra and

Kordofan cannot relinquifli their favorite liquor, and as all who

drink perfift in drinking till they are completely inebriated, the

natural violence of their temper is increafed, and gives occafion

to continual difputes, which frequently are not decided without

blows, and occafionally terminate in bloodfhed.

• In the market held at Cobb*, there are flaughtercd ordinarily from ten to

fifteen oxen, and from forty to fixty flieep j but all the villages, fix or eight

miles round, are thence fupplicd.

It is ufual for the people of the town to lay in their annual (lock of grain

when cheaped, which is commonly about the month of December. At that

time two, fometimes three miii (pecks) of millet (Coin) may be had for a firing

of beads, worth about one penny fterling in Kahira.

1 1 2 There
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There are in the town four or five Me3ebsy where boys are

taught to read, and, if they with it, to write. Such of the

Fukkara as fill the office of lecturer, inftruft gratuitoufly the

children of the indigent ; but from thofe who are in eafy cir-

cumftances they are accuftomed to receive a fmall remuneration.

Two or three lecture in the Koran, and two others in what

they call Elm, theology.

There was, at the time of my arrival, only one fmall mofque,

a little fquare room, formed by walls of clay, where the Fuk-

kara were accuftomed to meet thrice in the week. The Cadi

of the place was a certain Faqui Abd-d-rachm&n^ a man much

in the decline of life, originally of Scnnaar. He had ftudied

at the Jama-cl-axbcr in Kahira, and was much reputed in the

place for the juftice and impartiality of his decifions, and the

uniform fan&ity of his life. He funk under the weight of

years and infirmity, during the fecond year after my arrival,

and the charge of Cadi was committed by the monarch to

another, who was almoft incapacitated from executing the du-

ties of it, as well by a painful diforder as by his great age.

The more adivepart of the office, therefore, was difcharged by

his fon, who was as remarkable for corruption as the Faqui

Abd-tl-racbm&n had been for integrity. Whether from indig-

nation at this man's unworthinefs, or envy of his pre-eminence,

is uncertain, a divifion enfued among the Fukkara
t
and part

of them united under Hajfany
part under Bcllilu, a man faid

to be learned in the laws, but of a forbidding and ungracious

deportment. The former, with the countenance and afliftance

of
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of the Sultan, had commenced building a mofque more fpa-

cious than that above mentioned ; but I obferved it went on

flowly, though the material for building was nothing better

or more coftly than clay. The area inclofed was about fixty-

four feet fquare, and the walls were to be three feet thick.
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C H A P. XVIIL

D AR-Ft> R.

On the mode of travelling in Africa—Scafons in Dar-Fur—-

Animals—Quadrupeds—Birds—Reptiles and InfeSs—Metals

and Minerals—Plants.

O N E mode of travelling, with fmall variations, obtains

through all the north of Africa. I mean by caravans (from

9J9 Karu
y
to wander from place to place). When the inha-

bitants have occafion to pafs the boundaries of their refpedtive

ftatcs, they form themfelves into a larger or fmaller body,

united under one head. Their aflbciation is produced by con-

fiderations of mutual convenience and fecurity, as even the moft

eafy and fafeft of the roads they are to pafs, would yet be dif-

ficult and dangerous for a fingle traveller.

Three diftindt caravans are employed in bringing flaves, and

other commodities, from the interior of Africa to Kahira. One

of them comes ftraight from Murzuk, the capital of Fezzan,

another from Sennaar, and the third from Fur. They do not

arrive at fixed periods, but after a greater or lefs interval, ac-

cording to the fuccefs they may have had in procuring Haves,

and fuch other articles as are fitted to the market, the orders

of
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of their refpe&ive rulers, and various other accidental circum-

The Fezzan caravan is under the beft regulations. The

merchants from that place employ about fifty days in their

pafiage from Murzuk to Kahira ; which city they as often as

poflible contrive to reach a little before the commencement of

Ramadan, that fuch as find themfelves inclined to perform the

pilgrimage, may be prepared to accompany the Emir of Mifr.

The fale of their goods feldom employs them in the city much

more than two months ; after the expiration of which, thofe

who have no defign of vifiting Mecca return to their native

country. The arrival of this caravan is generally annual.

The other two are extremely various in their motions ; fome-

times not appearing in Egypt for the fpace of two or even

three years, fometimcs two or more diftinct caravans arriving

in the fame year. The perpetual changes in their feveral

governments, and the caprices of their defpots, are in a great

degree the occafion of this irregularity. The road alfo between

thefe two places and Kahira, is often infefted by bodies of in-

dependent Arabs, as that of Sennaar, by the Ababdc and

Shaikie, and that of Fur by the Cubba-Becm and Bedeiat : the

latter is however for the moft part much fafer than the former.

The departure of a caravan from Dar-Fur forms an important

event. It engages the attention of the whole country for a

time, and even ferves as a kind of chronological epocha.

The
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The period of their arrival in Kahira is as uncertain as that

of their departure ; for they travel indifferently either in winter

or fummer. The journey from Affuan to Sennaar requires

much lefs time than that from Affiut to Dar-Fur.

Many obftacles exift to the erection of any permanent marks

by which the roads of the defert might be diftinguifhed. Yet

I hare obferved that the people of our caravan, in fuch places

as afforded ftones for the purpofe, ufed to collect four or five

large ones, thus raifing fmall heaps at proper diftances from each

other. This affords them fome fatisfadion at their return ; but

in many places, where the fand is loofc and deep, it becomes

impracticable. They are then obliged to rely on the facility

acquired by habit, of diftinguifhing the outline and charac-

terise features of certain rocks, as they are perfectly ignorant

of the compute, and very little informed as to the fixed liars.

Though the names of the conftellations be little known to them,

yet they diftinguifh fuch as may guide them in their courfe

during the night. With all thefe aids however their deviations

from the true line are not infrequent. Three times, in the

courfe of our journey, the whole caravan was quite at a lofs

for the road, though fomc of the members of it had made ten

or twelve different journies to and from Dar-Fur. During the

whole of my route I had reafon to fufpe& that the accounts in

books of travels, which have generated fuch terrific notions of

the moving fands of Africa, are greatly exaggerated. While

we remained at Leghea, indeed, a violent gale fprang from the

North-wed, and raifed a cloud of fand. At that time I placed

a wooden

Digitized by Google



EGYPT, AND SYRIA. 249

a wooden bowl, capable of containing about two gallons, in the

open air. Thirty minutes had elapfed when it appeared com-

pletely filled with fand. Our companions indeed affected to

relate various ftories of caravans that had been overwhelmed.

But as neither- time nor place were adduced, it would feem not

unreafonable to doubt the truth of the aftertion.

• . . •; « Jorr. •'; .'.
' *

• .' •: r
J

•
•'

*

If caravans have been thus buried on their road, it may be

prelum ed that accident can only have happened after they have

been deprived of the power of moving, by the influence of a hot

wind, want of water, and other caufes. .A number. of men,

and other animals, found dead, and covered whh fand, would

be fufficient ground- for fucceeding native travellers to believe, a*

they are (hangers to ratiocination, or, though not entirely per-*

fuaded, to relate, as they delight in the marvellous, that the per-j

fons they had found had been overwhelmed on their march;

when in fact this accumulation had not happened till they were

already dead. But perhaps the matter fcarcely merits this

difcuflion.

.
- •

~

Our company confifted of nearly five hundred camels. Thit;

exceeds the number ufually employed by the Jelabs on their

return from Egypt, which is often not more than two hundred.

In pairing from Dar-Fur to Egypt, they efteem two thoufand

camels, and a thoufand head of flaves, a large caravan. Of
perfons of other countries, but particularly Egyptians, trading

for themfelves, there were not more than fifty, including five or

Gx Coptic Chriftians, whofe admittance in Dar-Fur the monarch

k k of
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of that country ha9 fince forbidden. Several of this number

were Muggrebbes, or Occidental Arabs; the remainder,

amounting to one hundred and fifty or two hundred, includ-

ing the chabir, or leader, were fubje£ks of Fur. Few particulars

of other caravans are known to me but by report.

The Arabs and Jelabs find the camel too indifpenfable to

their long and fatiguing voyages, not to employ much care in

nourishing him. This Jhip of the land
y (^Ji v^>*>) 218 he K

called, is exclusively the bearer of their fortunes, and the com-

panion of their toils. Much care is obferved in rearing him,

and not unfrequently the merchant pays nearly as much for the

camels to carry his merchandize, as he did for the commodities

themfelves; what then muil be the profit that covers his ex-

penfes, his fatigue, indemnifies him for accidental loues, and

yet leaves him a gainer ? But if this patient and enduring animal

be thus rendered fubfervient to their wants, or their avarice, he

b not at leaft tortured for their caprice.

Horfes are very little ufed by the Jelabs. They generally

furnifti themfelves with Egyptian afies, which alleviate the

fatigue of the way, and are afterwards fold in Soudan at an

advanced price. The Strength and Spirits of this animal are

recruited with a Small quantity of draw and water ; the horfe

has not the lame recommendation ; and thefe people, though

not averfe from parade in cities, find the labour and hazard of

thefe voyages too enormous, not to augment their profits by all

poflible economy.

The
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The provlfions they ufe are (canty and indifferent, and by no

means teftify any forefight for the neceflities of the rick, or for

the procraftination of the voyage by thofe innumerable acci-

dents that may befal them.

I did not obferve that any of them were furnifhed with dried

meat, as is common with the Fezzanners. But few ufed coffee

and tobacco, and the reft contented themfelves with a leathern

bag of flour, another of bread baked hard, a leathern veflel of

honey or treacle, and another of butter. The quantity of each

was regulated by the number of perfons, and feldom exceeded

what is abfolutely necefiary. In travelling from Dar-Fur to

Egypt another article is much in ufc, efpecially for the Haves,

which Egypt itfelf does not afford, or produces in no quantity.

The grain chiefly in ufe among the Furians is the fmall kajfob^

called among them dokn (millet). Of this, after it has been

coarfely ground, they take a quantity, and having caufed it to

undergo a flight fermentation, make a kind of parte. This will

keep a long time, and when about to be ufed, water is added to

it j if properly made, it becomes a tolerably palatable food.

But the natives are not very delicate. Erom its acidity they

efteem it a preventive of thirft. The fermentation gives it alfo

a flight power of inebriating, and it has a narcotic tendency.

The fubftance fo prepared is called ginfeia. The want of mate-

rials for fire on the road prevents the ufe of rice, and other

articles that would require cookery.

Experienced travellers, among every ten camels laden with

merchandize, charge one with beans, and ftraw chopped fmall,

kk 2 which,
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which, fparingly given, ferves them during the greater part of

the voyage. Thofe with whom I travelled were not fo pro-

vided, thefe articles being then very dear in Egypt; and in

confequcnce numbers of camels perifhed. In coming from

Dar-Fur, they ufe for the fame purpofe the dokn, and coarfe

hay of the country, but not altogether with the fame falu-

tary effecl.

* *
*

The water, in leaving Egypt, is commonly conveyed in goat

(kins artificially prepared ; but no fldll can entirely prevent

evaporation. On their march from Soudan to Egypt, the Je-

labs oftener ufe ox-hides, formed into capacious facks and pro-

perly feafoned with tar or oil. A pair of thefe is a camel's load.

They keep the water in a better ftate for drinking than the

fmaller ; and thefe facks are fold to great advantage throughout

Egypt, a pair of the beft kind being fometimes worth thirty

piafters. They are the common in ftrumen is for conveying-

water from the river to different parts of each town. The ca-

mels are not allowed to partake of this ftore, which, after all

the care that can be taken of it, is often very naufeous, from

the tar, the mud which accompanies the water in drawing, heat,

&c. Six of the fmaller {kins, or two of the larger, are gene-

rally efteemed fufficient for four perfons for as many days.

The Cubba-Beejby and the Bcdeiat, the latter of whom feem

to me not of Arab origin, when they make any attempt on the

caravans, commonly ihew themfelves between Leghea and the

Bir-el-Malha. But this road is fo ill provided with any thing

that is ncceflary for the fuftenance of man or beaft, that neither

the
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the wandering tribes, nor the ferocious animals, which infeft

other parts of the continent, are commonly found there. The

Egyptians and other whites therefore, though they commonly

carry fire-arms with them from the North, generally take advan-

tage of the market of Fur, and return without any. The na-

tives of Soudan are furnifhed with a light fpear, or fpears, the

head of which is made of unhardened iron of their country.

They have alfo a fliield of about three feet long, and one foot

and a half or three-quarters broad, compofed of the hide of the

elephant or hippopotamus, Yery fimple in its conftrucYion..

Jntcrcourfe with Mecca.

No regular caravan of Hadgis leaves Dar-Fur, but a number

of the natives make their way to Mecca, either with the cara-

van of merchants trading to Egypt, or by way of Suakem and

Jidda. The prefent king was about to eftahliih his attorney

[waquil) at Mecca, but fome obftacles had prevented his reach-

ing that place, when I came away. Fear of the fea, or I know

not what other caufe, prevents them from choofing the route by

Suakem, though it be fo much fhorter and lefs expenfive than,

that by the way of Egypt ; but the territory between Fur and

Suakem is not fubjeel to any fettled government, and thofe

who have travelled with property have frequently been plun-

dered there. The Tocruri however, who come from various

parts, and fomewhat refemble the Derwifhes of the North,

travelling as paupers, with a bowl to drink out of, and .a

leathern
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leathern bag of bread, frequently take that route and pafs in

fafety.

Seafonsy &c.

The perennial rains, which fall in Dar-Fur, from the middle

of June till the middle of September, in greater or lefs quantity,

but generally both frequent and violent, fuddenly inveft the

face of the country, till then dry and fteril, with a delightful

verdure. Except where the rocky nature of the foil abfolutely

impedes vegetation, wood is found in great quantity, nor are the

natives affiduous completely to clear the ground, even where it

is defigned for the cultivation of grain.

As foon as the rains begin, the proprietor, and all the affiftants

that he can collect, go out to the field, and having made holes

at about two feet diftance from each other, with a kind of hoe,

over all the ground he occupies, the dokn is thrown into them,

and covered with the foot, for their hufbandry requires not

many inftrumcnts. The time for fowing the wheat is nearly

the fame. The dokn remains fcarcely two months before it is

ripe ; the wheat about three. "Wheat is cultivated only in fmall

quantities; and the prefent Sultan having forbidden the fale

of it, till the portion wanted for his domed ic ufe be fupplied, it

is with difficulty to be procured by purchafe. The Mabriek
y or

greater kaffbby which is a larger grain than the Join, is alfo com-

mon, and a fmall fupply of" fefamum, {Simfim in Arabic,) is

fown. What they term beans is a fpecies of legumen different

from
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from our bean. In what arc called gardens are Bamea, Me-
lucbia, lentils, {adis,) kidney beans, (/«£/,) and fome others.

The water melon, and that called in Kahira Abd-cl-avoi, toge-

ther with fome other kinds, abound during the wet feafon, and

indeed before, if they be watered. Sultan Teraub was folicitous

to procure every thing the gardens of Egypt produce, and

caufed much care to be taken of the culture of each article

brought : but the prefent prince does not turn his thoughts to

that kind of improvement, and little of the effect of his prede-

ceflbr's laudable anxiety is at this moment diftinguifhable.

There are feveral fpecies of trees, but none that produces fruit

worth gathering, unlcfs it be the Tamarind [Tummara *Hindi).

The date trees are in very fmall number, and their fruit diminu-

tive, dry, and deftitute of flavour. That tree feems not indi-

genous in the country, but to have been tranfported from the

neighbourhood of the Nile, Dongola, Sennaar, &c. The inha-

bitants appear not well to underftand the management of this

ufeful production ; and perhaps the great drought will never

admit of its flourilhing, whatever diligence or care may be

ufed to increafe the number or improve the kind.

ANIMALS.
Quadrupeds.

Of animals the lift found in Dar-Fur with which my own
knowlegefurniflies me, is not very extenfive; nor will it be inte-

refting fo much as containing any thing new, but as it will fhew

the peculiar circumftances of the country, as diftinguiflaed from

• Fruit of India.

other



a 56 TRAVELS IN AFRICA,

other neighbouring regions, and fomewhat indicate the prefent

ftate of the people.

The horfe is ufed, but not in great number, nor are the na-

tives very folicitous as to the breed. The only good horfes they

poflefs arc bred in the country of Dongola, and by the Arabs to

the Eaft of the Nile. Thcfe are generally larger than we are

accuftomed to find the Egyptian horfes. They are perfectly well

formed, and full of fire, yet tradable. Their action is grand

beyond what I have obferved in any other fpecics ; but it is

faid they are not remarkable for bearing fatigue. The Arabs,

who breed them, are in the habit of feeding them with milk.

They rarely, if ever, call rate them. Horfes and mares are in-

difcriminately ufed for the faddle. The horfes of Soudan are

none of them (hod.

Two or three diftindt. breeds of (heep, Ovis arics, cxift in

Soudan, not however very materially differing from each other.

The large-tailed flieep, which are found elfewhere, I believe are

here unknown. The meat is inferior to that of the Egyptian

fhecp. They are covered with coarfe wool, refembling hair,

and apparently wholly unfit for any manufacture. The goats,

capra cervicapra^ are much more numerous than the flieep, and

the flefli of the former is fomewhat cheaper than that of the

latter. The goats grow perhaps rather larger, but otherwife dif-

fer not from thofe of Egypt. It is not uncommon to caftrate

both thefe animals, but neither is it a very general practice.

The
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The afs here is of the fame appearance, and the fame indo-

cile nature, with that of Great Britain. The only good ones

are what the Jelabs bring with them from Egypt : yet the ani-

mal is much ufed for riding ; indeed few perfons mount an

horfe but the military, and thofe who are in immediate attend-

ance at court. An Egyptian afs fetches from the value of one

to that of three flaves, according to the weight he is able to

bear. A flave will purchafe three or four of the ordinary

breed
; yet they are not anxious to improve them. Perhaps

the animal degenerates : but it is certain that his external ap-

pearance undergoes a great change.

The bull is fometimes caftrated. Yet of the animals flaugh-

tered in the market I have generally obferved that the emafcu-

lated are feweft in number j nor is any preference given to the

one over the other for food. Indeed, the character of animals

in the entire ftate appears materially to differ from what is re-

marked of the fame animals with us. The horned cattle, fed

by the tribes in the vicinity of the rivers, amounts to a very

confiderable number, and the tribute paid out of them to the

monarch forms a valuable part of his revenue. Thence they

are brought to the feveral towns for flaughter. The beef is

good : the Egyptians diflike it, but with the natives it is a con-

ftant article of food. Cows are alfo in abundance, but their

milk is not very palatable : fomc of the fettlers make it into a

kind of cheefe, but the inhabitants are not generally acquainted

with that procefs
;
they have, however, a mode of giving it

an acefcent tafte, and in that ftate it may be kept a few days,

and is neither difagreeable nor infalubrious.

L L The
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The camels of Fur are of a mixed breed, and they are found

of all colours and fizes. Thofe which come dire&ly from the

Weft or South are large, fmooth-haired, and moft frequently

of a colour approaching to white, or light brown. Thofe

which are brought from Kordofan arc many of them black,

and are remarked to be lefs docile than the others. There are

few countries where the animal abounds more than in Dar-Fur.

They are remarkable for enduring thirft, but not for bearing

great burthens. The camels in this country are particularly

fubjett to the mange, {Gerab^ which attacks them chiefly in

winter, and in fome paftures much more than in others. ThU
malady is very contagious. It is cured by the application of a

kind of tar, procured by diftillation per deliquium, from the

feeds of the water-melon. When the male camel is found un-

ruly, they fometimes deprive him of one or both tefticles. It

is a cruel operation, as immediately after having incided with

an ordinary knife, they fear the wound with an hot iron till the

hemorrhage be ftopped. It may be doubted whether this prac-

tice be permitted by the law of the Prophet
;
but, however bi-

goted their minds, where advantage is hoped for, their faith is

ductile. The flefli of the camel, particularly of the female,

{tiakaj) which is fattened for the purpofe, is here much ufed for

food. It is infipid, but eafily digeftcd, and no way unpleafant.

The milk alfo is much in efteem. The camels bred in Fezzan,

and other countries to the Weft, as well as thofe of Arabia, are

for labour reckoned fuperior to thofe of Fur, and fetch an higher

price. The former are larger and able to carry an heavier bur-

then, but not fo capable of enduring thirft. In Soudan they

feldom carry above 6ve hundred weight, and oftener three or

three
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three and a half: while in Egypt they are frequently obliged

to toil under eight, ten, or even more. From thefe are fclected

the camels which bear the facred treafure to the tomb of the

Prophet. Soudan affords many fine dromedaries, but thofe of

Sennaar are moft celebrated. Incredible ftories are told of the

long and rapid journies performed by them ; as that they will

hold out for four-and-twenty hours, travelling conftantly at the

rate of ten miles per hour : however this be, they are indifput-

ably fwift, and perform long journeys almoft without refreQi-

ment.

The dogs of Dar-Fur are of the fame kind as thofe of Egypt,

and live on the public like the latter. I have underftood that

there is in fome parts of the country a fpecies of dog, ufed in

hunting the antelope, {gbazal> Ar.) and another fort to guard

the fheep ; of the fagacity of the latter wonderful tales are told,

as well as of the courage and fidelity of both. Experience has

not enabled me to confirm the report. The common houfe-cat

is fcarce ; and if I am rightly informed, there are none but what

have been originally brought from Egypt. Tbey are of the

fame kind as with us.

The wild or ferocious animals are, principally, the lion, the

leopard, the hyena, (Fur. murfa\ny dubba, Ar.) the wolf, the

jackal, cams aureus^ the wild buffaloe : but they are not com-

monly feen within the more cultivated part of the empire, at

lead that which I have vifited, excepting the hyena and the

jackal ; the former come in herds of fix, eight, and often more,

into all the villages at night, and carry off with them whatever

l L 2 they
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they are able to matter. They will kill dogs, and affes, even

within the inclofure of the houfes, and fail not to affemble

wherever a dead camel or other animal is thrown, which, acting

in concert, they fometimes drag to a prodigious diftance ; nor

are they greatly alarmed at the fight of a man, or the report of

fire-arms, which I have often difcharged at them, and occafion-

ally with effect. It is related, that upon one of them being

wounded, his companions inftantly tear him to pieces and de-

vour him ; but I have had no opportunity of afcertaining this

fact. The people of the country dig pits for them, and lying

in ambufcade, when one is entrapped, ftun him with clubs,

or pierce him with their fpears. The jackal is harmlefs, but

his uncouth cry is heard far off, and wherever there are rocks

to meltcr them, their howling community dwells undifturbed.

In the countries bordering on the empire of Fur, where wa-

ter is in greater abundance, the other animals mentioned arc

very numerous, and much dreaded by travellers, particularly

on the banks of the Bahr-cl-Ada. To thofe already enume-

rated, may be added, the elephant, the rhinoceros, the camelo-

pardalis, the hippopotamus, and the crocodile.

The elephant is feen, in the places he frequents, in large

herds of four or five hundred, according to report. It is even

faid that two thoufand are fometimes found together ; but I do

not fufpect the Arabs of extreme accuracy in counting. Thefe

people hunt him on horfeback, having fmgled out a ftragglcr

from the herd; or aim at him with fpears from the trees; or make

pits
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pits into which he falls. His hide is applied to many ufeful

purpofes. The African elephant is fmaller than the Afiatic,

and probably of a different fpecies. The meat is an article of

food in great efteem with them. The fat forms a valuable

unguent, and the teeth, as is well known, fupply the merchants

with immenfe profits.

The buffaloe is not found tame in Soudan. The wild one is

hunted by the Arabs, and ferves them for food. The hippopo-

tamus is killed for his (kin, (which being remarkably tough,

makes excellent fliields, and whips not wholly unlike our horfe-

whips) ; and for his teeth, which are much fuperior to ivory.

The horn of the rhinoceros, to which animal the Arabs have

applied a term fomewhat lefs appropriate than the Greek, but

ftill characleriftic, {Abu-kurn, father of the one horn,) makes a

valuable article of trade, and is carried to Egypt, where it is

fold at an high price, being ufed for fabre-hilts, and various

other purpofes. The more credulous attribute to it fome effi-

cacy as an antidote againft poifon.

The antelope and the oftrich are extremely common through-

out the empire. The civet-cat is not feen wild in the quarter

which I vifited, but is frequent enough farther to the South.

Many are preferved in cages in the houfes of the rich. The

women apply the odour extracted from them to add to their

perfonal allurements ; and what is not thus difpofed of becomes

an article of trade.

The
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The lion and leopard, though common in a certain diftrid,

are not found near the feat of government. The Arabs hunt

them, ftrip off the fkin, which they fell, and often eat the flefh,

which they conceive generates courage and a warlike difpofition.

They occafionally take them young, and bring them for fale to

the Jelabs, who fometimcs carry them as prefents to the great

men in Egypt. I purchafed two lions : the one was only four

months old when I bought him. By degrees, having little elfe

to employ me, I had rendered him fo tame, that he had acquired

moft of the habits of a dog. He fatiated himfelf twice a week

with the offal of the butchers, and then commonly flcpt for fe-

veral hours fucceflively. When food was given them they both

grew ferocious towards each other, and towards any one who

approached them. Except at that time, though both were males,

I never faw them difagree, nor fliew any fign of ferocity towards

the human race. Even lambs paffed them unmolefted. The

largeft had grown to the height of thirty inches and a half over

the moulders.

The ennui of a painful detention, devoid of books and rational

fociety, was foftencd by the company of thefe animals ; and the

fatisfadion was not fmall, even from this fpecies of diverfion.

At length, towards the end of my ftay, after they had been with

me more than two years, finding it impoflible, under the cir-

cumftances I then was, to carry them with me, I mot the one

;

and the other, either from difcafe or the lofs of his companion,

died a few days afterwards. The Sultan had alfo two tame lions,

which, with their attendant, came into the market to feed.

The
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The remaining quadrupeds may be claffed more briefly; for

being all known, they will require no particular defcription.

At.

Mus Jaculus—Jerboa.

Simla Mtbiops—Abelang.

Hiflria ciejlria—
Simia cynamolgos—kurd Ar.

BIRDS.

1. Charadrius Kerwan—Oriental dotterel.

2. Numlda Meleagris—Guinea fowl.

3. Tetrao Coturnix—Egyptian quail.

4. Vultur Percnopterus—White-headed vulture.

5. Pftttacus Alexandri—Green peroquet.

6. Columba domeftica—Common pigeon.

7. Tetrao rufus—Red partridge.

8. Owls (not common).

9. Columba Turtur
y
very common.

No. 4. This bird is of furprifing ftrength, and is faid by

the natives to be very long-lived, fides penes auclores. I

have lodged a complete charge of large fhot, at about fifty yards

diftance, in the body of this bird : it feemed to have no effect

on him, as he flew to a confiderable diftance, and continued

walking afterwards. I then difcharged the fecond barrel, which

was loaded with ball : this broke his wing, but on my advancing

to
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to fcize him, he fought with great fury with the other. There

are many thoufands of them in the inhabited diftrift. They

divide the field with the hyena : what carrion the latter leaves

at night, the former come in crowds to feed on in the day.

Near the extremity of each wing is a horny fubftance, not un-

like the fpur of an old cock. It is ftrong and fharp ; and a

formidable inftrument of attack. Some fluid exfudes from

this bird that fmells likes mulk,but from what part of him I am
uncertain.

No. 2. This beautiful bird is found in great numbers in

Fur, of which the common fowl, though it now abounds, is not

a native. The voice of the Guinea fowl, when apparently

elated, is very peculiar. No external difference, even in this

their native climate, is to be obferved between the male and

female of this bird. They are carried as a profitable commo-

dity to Kahira, where however, in a domeftic ftate, it is faid

they feldom or never breed.

5. Thefe birds, in the beginning of fummer, fill the trees

in the vicinity of the town I lived in. They are caught un-

fledged, and brought up in the houfes, till they become quite

domeftic ; are then carried to Egypt, and taught a kind of

fpeech, which being acquired, they are fold at a high price.

Of fifh I faw none but what were too much difguifed by

drying to be recognifed.

The
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The fifti in the river Ada
y

I am told, confift of nearly the

fame fpecies as thofe of the Nile in Upper Egypt. They are

caught in wicker baflcets, and ufed for food.—The natives have

alfo a way of drying them, but it does not prevent their being

fo offenfive to the fmell, as to be ufelefs to any but themfelves.

Numerous hyts built of reeds are found on the bank of the

river, as well for the ufe of the fiflicrmen, as of thofe who
enfnare the ferocious animals that come to drink its waters.

The Chameleon abounds in Dar-Fur ; the viverra Ichneu-

mon^ nims, and almoft all the fpecies of lizard are alfo feen

there.

Of Serpents, the Coluber Rayt of Egypt, the Coluber vipera,

and the aaguis Colubrina, were the only ones I faw : and no

more than one or two of each ; though it was reprefented to me
that in fome places they are numerous. The Furians have not

the art of charming them, like the Egyptians and Indians. I

expofed myfelf to much ridicule by collecting a number of

chameleons in my apartment, to obferve their character and

changes ; the people there think them impure, and relate

many foolifli ftories concerning them.

A great number of infects and reptiles, which I had taken

care to conferve, accident has deprived me of, and I cannot

now furnifh a catalogue. The fcorpion is fmall, of a brown

hue, and his venom not extremely violent. The natives cure

m m the
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the fting by immediately applying to the part a bruifed onion,

which is renewed till the pain fubfides.

The white ant, or Termites^ is found in vaft numbers, and

is exceedingly deftructive, eating through every thing within

its reach, whether vegetables, cloth, leather, paper, proviiions,

&c. A bull's hide, if not newly covered with tar, is no de-

fence againft it. The Apis raelitfera (common bee) abounds

;

but they have no hives, and the wild honey is commonly of

a dark colour, and unpleafant tafte. I have obferved a beetle,

not very large, which is characterized by burying its eggs in a

fmall ball of horfe's or other dung, and then rolling the ball

from place to place in the fand or clay, till it attains a fize

greatly exceeding that of the animal itfclf. Great quantities

of cochineal are vifible ; which, if the natives, or the Egyptians

who vifit them, had any reflection or fpirit, it might be thought

would be applied to fome ufeful purpofc.

The locuft of Arabia, Gryllus
y

is very common, and is fre-

quently roafted and eaten, particularly by the flaves. The

Scarabeus Ceratonice ; the Culex Egyptit namus in Ar. (mofquito),

is particularly vexatious in the rainy feafon.

METALS AND MINERALS.

Of metals, the number found in the diftrict known to me,

is fmall. But in its neighbourhood, to the South and Weft, if

I have
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I have been rightly informed, almoft all descriptions are to be

met with. The copper brought by the merchants from the

territories of certain idolatrous tribes bordering on Fur, is of

the fineft quality, in colour refembling that of China, and ap-

pears to contain a portion of zink, being of the fame pale hue.

The large rings into which it is formed (of ten or twelve pounds

weight each) are very malleable : of the ore I never was able to

procure a fpecimen. Iron is to be found in abundance, and

the Pagan negroes,, on whom the Mohammedans look' with

contempt, are the artifts that extract it from the ore ; an art

of which the former, as far as I have feen, are ignorant.

Though their iron, through the ftupidity of the inhabitants,

never acquire the more ufeful character of fteel, its effects in

the form of knives andjavelins are yet commenfurate with the

malign difpofitions of mankind. And though foft and pcrifli-

able, with increafed trouble in renewing the edge, the tools

formed of it anfwer all the purpofes of their rude work-

manfhip.

The method by which I obferved a workman fupply the

defect of a furnace for fufing metals appeared worth noticing.

He had a leathern bag, which, on compreflion, forced the air

through a wooden pipe for bellows, and placed over the fire,

made in a fmall hole in the earth, the remains of a water

jar, with which fimple apparatus the effect was rapid and not

inconfiderable.

M M 2 Silver,
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Silver, lead, and tin, I have never heard mentioned here,

but as coming from Egypt. Of gold, in the countries to the

Eaft and Weft, the fupply is abundant. Little comes to Dar-

Fur, except by accident. What is produced in the Weft reaches

the northern markets by means of other caravans. The mo-

narch occafionally obtains a fmall quantity for his own ufe from

the Eaft.

Alabafter, and various kinds of marble, exift within the

limits of Fur. The rocks chiefly conftft of grey granite. But of

ftonc adapted to building, or convertible into lime, either there

is none, or the quantity muft be extremely fmall. The granite

ferves for hand-mills without being cut, for the metal of which

their tools are compofed is too foft to be employed for that

purpofe.

Fofllle fait is common within a certain diftri& : and there is

a fufficient fupply of nitre, of which however no ufe is made.

A quantity of fulphur is brought by the Arabs, who feed oxen

{Bukkara) from the South and Weft. But of the place where

it is found I have heard no defcription. It muft alfo exift on

the mountain called Gcbcl Marra ; as it is related there are hot

fprings there ; which animals, particularly birds, are obferved

not to approach
;

this, if true, may be the effect of fulphureous

vapours.
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PLANTS.

Though my refidence in Dar-Fur was fo much protra&ed, I

feel myfelf able to furnifti only a very imperfect catalogue of

its vegetable productions. Thefe are to be fought chiefly in

the diftricts to the South, where water abounds, and where

the extreme reftraint under which I found myfelf prevented

me from feeking them.

During feven or eight months in the year the whole furface

of the earth to the North is dried up by the fun, and the

minute plants which fpring and flourim during the Harif *.

are mingled in the general marcefcence, as foon as that feafon

is pafl"ed. Even the trees, whofc fibres pierce more deeply

into the fubftance of their parent foil, lofe the diftinctive marks

of their proper foliage, and exhibit to the diftant obferver only

the fharp outline of their grofler ramifications.

Of the trees which fliade our forefts or adorn our gardens

in Europe, very few cxift in Dar-Fur. The chara&eriftic

marks of thofe fpecies which mod abound there, are their (harp

thorns, and the folid and unperifhable quality of their fub-

ftance. 1. The Tamarind is not very common in the quarter

I frequented ; but thofe which were vifible to mc were of great

height and bulk, and bore a copious fupply of fruit.

• Seafon of the rains.

2. The
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2. The Plane, platanus Orientalis, Dcleib, is found, but feems

rather to have been brought from Egypt, than indigenous.

3. Sycamore of Egypt, Ficus Sycomorus
t
Gimmeiz, a few

near Cobbe ; faid to be much more common to the fouthward.

I did not obferve that it produced any fruit.

4. Nebbek Ar. Paliurus Atbena'u Of this there are two

fpecies in Dar-Fur. They term the largeft Nebbek-el-arab.

There is a difference in their fruit, as well a« in their external

appearance. The one is a bum, with leaves of dark green, not

very different from thofe of the ivy, but much thinner. It

appeared to be the fame I had fecn in the gardens of Alexandria.

The other a tree, growing to confiderable fize, but having both

the leaves and fruit fmaller, and the fruit of darker colour, and

fomewhat different flavour. Both of them equally thorny.

The natives eat the fruit frelh or dry ; for it dries on the tree,

and fo remains great part of the winter months. In that ftate

it is formed into a pafte of not unpleafant flavour, and is a

portable provifion on journies.

5. Heglig or Hejlijy Ar. This tree is about the fame fize as

the one laft mentioned, and is faid to be a native of Arabia,

though I have feen it only in Fur.—The leaf is final!, and the

fruit it bears is of an oblong form, about the fize of a date.

Colour brown, tinctured with orange
;

dry, and of a vifcous

quality. The nucleus is large in proportion to the fruit, which

adheres to it with great tenacity. This is alfo formed into a

pafte, but of no agreeable flavour. It is however eaten by the

Arabs,
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Arabs, and by fome cfteemed efficacious as a remedy for cer-

tain difeafes. It feeras a flight diuretic. The wood is hard,

and of a yellowifli colour ; it grows in great abundance, and is

very thorny. This, together with the Nebbek, chiefly furnifh

thorns for the fences. .

6. Ettneb, a fmall tree, to the fruit of which they have given

the name of grapes. It bears leaves of light green hue, and the

fruit, which is of a purple colour, is attached, not in bunches,

but fingly to the fmaller branches, and ioterfperfed among the

leaves. The internal ftnicture of the fruit is not very unlike

the grape, which it alfo refembles in fize. But the pulp is of a

red hue, and the tafte is ftrongly aftringent.

7. Sbaw, Ar. a fhrub about the fize of the Arbutus, having,

like it, a leaf of ftrong texture, of oval form, pale green, wider

at the lower, and narrower at the upper extremity than the

arbutus.—The leaf has the pungency and very much the tafte

of muftard. This fhrub 1 faw chiefly in Wadi Sbaiv> a place

we paffed in going and returning, between Sweini and Bir-el-

xnalha. The natives cut off the fmaller branches, which they

ufe to rub their teeth, alleging that the acrid juice of this plant

has the property of whitening them.

From an exact correfpondence as to the place of its growth,

viz. near the fait fprings, the camels not eating it, and fome

other circumftances, I take this to be the Rack of Bruce,

vol. v. p. 44. though unable to recognize it in the figure there

given.

8. Ce-
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S. Ceratonia Siliqua, Cbar6b.
k - •

9. Solanum fan&um, nightwade, Beidinjan, or Mcling&n,

brought originally from Egypt, and ufed for food.

10. El Henne
y
from Egypt, growing into ufc.

1 1. Sopbar, Ar. Caflia fophera,wild fcnna, native, and grows

in plenty after the rains.

12. Stint, MimofaNilotica, in great quantity.—It is from this

tree, which is alfo called Scidl, that the gum, brought to Egypt

by the caravans, is chiefly gathered. There are alfo found the

trees called by Bruce Ergett Dimmo, and Ergett-el-Kurun, and

the Faret, Bauhinia Acuminata of the fame writer.

13. A kind of legumen called Ful
y
bean. It is not much ufed

for food, but as an ornament by the women, being fining in

the form of beads, when quite dry, at which time it is very hard.

It is alfo ufed as a weight of four or five grains.

14. A beautiful legumen, of a fcarlet colour, with a black fpot

at the point of attachment to its cyft. It is called in Dar-Fur

Sbujb ; is about the fize of a fmall pea, hard and poliflied ;
grows

on a plant refcmbling tares ; is ftrung and ufed as an orna-

ment by the women.

15. The common onion, Allium cepe, Bajfal, Ar. is abund-

antly fupplied in Dar-Fur, but inferior in fize, tafte, and colour,

to that of Egypt.

16. Gar-
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16. Garlick, Allium fativum, Turn Ar. cultivated and ufed

for food.

17. Water-melon, Cucurbita citrullus, Butteik Ar. This

grows wild over almoft all the cultivable lands, and ripens as

the corn is removed. In this Mate it does not attain a large fize.

The infide is of a pale hue, and has little flavour. As it ripens,

the camels, alTes, &c. are turned to feed on it, and it is faid to

fatten them. The feeds, as they grow blackifh, are collected to

make a kind of tar, Kutr&n. Thofe plants of the melon which

receive artificial culture grow to a large fize, and are of exqui-

fite flavour.

18. Common melon, Cucumis melo, Katvun Ar. is occafion-

ally cultivated, but rarely brought to perfection.

19. Cucumbers, Cucumis fativus, Cbeiar Ar. of which the

Jelabs have introduced the culture, as well as of the preceding.

20. Gourd, Cucurbita Lagenaria, Karra Ar. This ferves for

drinking-veflels and other purpofes. It is found in abundance.

When frelh, it is ufed for food, and being properly drelTed with

meat, is very palatable. Grows to a large fize.

2 1. Ccelocynthis, Handal Ar. very common.

22. Momordica Elaterium, Adjur Ar. alfo very common.

N N 23. UJbar.
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23. UJbar. This plant abounds fo much as to cover whole

plains. No other ufe is made of it than to fpread its branches

and leaves under mats and goods, which it is faid guards them

from the Termis or white ant.

24. Night/hade, Solanum foliis hirfutis, Enneb-cl-d'ib.

25. Hemp, Cannabis vulgaris, Hq/btjb^ Ar. is now become an

article of regular culture, being ufed in various ways as an

aphrodifiac, and in different proportion as a narcotic. Hajh'ijh

is a general name for green herbs, but chiefly appropriated to

this : it is chewed in its crude Mate, inhaled by means of a pipe,

or formed, with other ingredients, into an electuary, maljun. In

Egypt the confumption of this article is much greater than in

Dar-Fur, but the beft is that of Antioch in Syria.

26. Rice, Oryza, Oruzz Ar. is brought in fmall quantities by

the wandering Arabs, who find it growing wild in the places

they frequent It is little ufed or efteemcd, and indeed has no

quality to recommend it.

27. Cayenne pepper, cbetti or Tchctti, in the language of the

country, is extremely common in one did rid, whence it is dif-

perfed over the country and ufed with food.

28. Kidney-bean, Lubi Ar.

29. Melucbia.

30. Bamea.
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30. Bamcciy in great abundance.

31. A plant of the fame fize with the Melucbia> of very dark

green, ftrong fmell and tafte. It grows in great quantity, and

with the natives forms a principal article of food. They call

it Cowel.

32. Sefamum, Slmjim
%
Ar. From this an oil is extracted.

It is alfo bruifcd in a mortar, and mixed with the food. It is

even ufed by the great to fatten their horfes.

33. Mahrcik) and Dotn> the holcus dochna, of Forjkaly as has

been already mentioned, are the bafis of their provifion, but

chieHy the latter.

34. Tobacco is produced in abundance in Fertit and Dar

Fungaro. It feems to be unqueftionably of native growth.

K N 2
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CHAP. XIX.

DAR-FUR.

Government—Hi/lory—Agriculture, &c.—Population—Building

—Manners and cujloms—Revenue—Articles of commerce,

Government.

Th e magiftracy of one, which feems tacitly, if it be not ex-

prefsly favoured by the difpenfation of Mohammed, as in moft

other countries profefling that religion, prevails in Dar-Fur.

The monarch indeed can do nothing contrary to the Kordn, but

he may do more than the laws cftablifhed thereon will autho-

rife : and as there is no council to control or even to affift him,

his power may well be termed defpotic. He fpeaks in public of

the foil and its productions as his perfonal property, and of the

people as little elfe than his (laves.

When manifeft injuftice appears in his decifions, the Fukkara,

or ecclefiaftics, exprefs their fentiments with fome boldnefs, but

their oppofition is without any appropriate object, and confe-

quently its effects arc inconfiderable. All the monarch fears is

a general alienation of the minds of the troops, who may at their

will
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will raife another, as enterprifing and unprincipled as himfelf, to

the fame envied fupcriority.

His power in the provinces is delegated to officers who pot
fefs an authority equally arbitrary. In thofe diftricts, which

have always or for a long time formed an integral part of the

empire, thefe officers are generally called Mclcks. In fuch as

have been lately conquered, or perhaps, more properly, have

been annexed to the dominion of the Sultan, under certain fti-

pulations, the chief is fuffered to retain the title of Sultan, yet is

tributary to and receives his appointment from the Sultan of

Fur.

In this country, on the death of the monarch, the title de-

fcends of right to the oldeft of his fons ; and in default of heirs

male, as well as during the minority of thofe heirs, to his bro-

ther. But under various pretences this received rule of fuccel-

fion is frequently infringed. The fon is faid to be too young,

or the late monarch to have obtained the government by unjuft

means ; and, at length, the pretenfions of thofe who have any

apparent claim to the regal authority are to be decided by war,

and become the prize of the ftrongeft..

It was in this manner that the prefent Sultan gained poflfef-

fion of the Imperial dignity. A preceding monarch, named Bo-

iar, had three fons, Mohammed, furnamed Teraub^ el-Cbaltft,

and Abd-cl-rachm&n. Teraub the eldcft (which cognomen was

acquired by the habit of rolling in the duft when a child) firft

obtained
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obtained the government. He is faid to have ruled thirty-two

lunar years, one of the longeft reigns remembered in the hiftory

of the country. The fons he left at his death being all young,

the fecond brother, under pretence that none of them was old

enough to reign, which was far from being the fa£t, and in fome

degree favoured by the troops for the generofity by which he

was eminently diftinguiihed, under the title of Cbalifc, vicege-

rent of the realm, aflumed the reins of government. His reign

was of fliort duration, and characlerifed by nothing but vio-

lence and rapine. He had been only a fliort time feated on the

throne, when a difcontented party joining with the people of

Kordofan, in a war with whom his brother Teraub had perifhed,

found employment for him in that quarter. Abd-el-rachman,

who, during the life of his brother, had aflumed the title of

Faquir^ and apparently devoted himfelf to religion, was then

in Kordofan. He took advantage of the fit nation of the Cha-

life, and the increafing difcontent of the foldiery, to get himfelf

appointed their leader. Returning towards Fur, he met his

brother in the held, and they came to an engagement, which,

whether by the prowefs of Abd-el-rachman, or the perfidy of

the other's adherents, is unknown, was decided in favour of the

former. The Chalife was wounded ; and while one of his

fons parried the blows that were aimed at his life, they periflied

together covered with wounds. The children of Teraub, the

rightful heirs, were in the mean time forgotten, and are now
wandering about, fcraping a miferable fubfiftcnce from the par-

fimonious alms of their ufurping uncle. Abd-el-rachman

thought fit to facrifice but one of them, who being of mature

age,
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age, and, according to general report, endowed with talents

greater than the reft, was the chief object of his fufpicion and

his fears.

The ufurper, after the victory, found himfelf in peaceable

poffeflion of the throne ; yet judging it right to maintain for a

time the (hew of moderation and felf-denial, he employed that

diflimulation for which his countrymen are famous, in perfuad-

ing them that his affections were fixed on the bleflings of fu-

turity, and that he was indifferent to the fplendour of em-

pire. He refufed even to fee the treafures of his deceafed

brother, in gold, flaves, &c. and as he entered the interior of

the palace drew the folds of his turban over his eyes, faying the

temptation was too great for him, and invocating the Supreme

Being to preferve him from its effects. For a certain time too

he confined himfelf to the poffeflion of four wives (free wo-

men) allowed by the law of the Prophet. At length, finding

his claim unqueftioned, and his authority firmly eftablifhcd, the

veil of fanctity, now no longer necefiary, was thrown afide,

and ambition and avarice appeared without difguife. He now

waftes whole days in mifanthropic folitude, gazing in ftupid ad-

miration on heaps of coftly apparel, and an cndlefs train of

flaves and camels, and revels in the fubmiflive charms of near

two hundred free women. Abd-el-rachman affumed the Impe-

rial dignity in the year of the Hejira 1202, of the Chriftian

sera 1787. The difcontent of the people however, and particu-

larly of the foldiery in confequence of the feverity of his regu-

lations, and his perfonal avarice, were (1795) very much

increafing,
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increafing, which made me imagine his reign would not be

long.

Hiftory.

Mohammed Teraub, already mentioned, was preceded by a

king named Abd-el-Cafim ; Abd-el-Cafim by Bokar ; Bokar by

Omar. Some of the earlier kings are yet fpoken of under the

names of Solyman, Mohammed, &c. But as the people of the

country poflefs no written documents, I found thofe of whom I

inquired often at variance both with regard to the genealogy and

the fucceffion of their monarchs. In all countries thefe are

points of fmall import ; but efpecially in one of which fo few

particulars are known to us. It may yet be remarked, that

they commonly mention the reign of Solyman, as the epocha

when I flam i im began to prevail in the country. Defcribing this

Sultan, at the fame time, as of the Dagcou race, which fwayed

the fceptre long before that of Fur became powerful. Circum-

ftances have inclined me to believe, that the reign of this prince

muft have been from one hundred and thirty to one hundred

and fifty years ago.

On what the natives relate of their early hiftory, little de-

pendence can be placed : but it fecms that the Dagcou race came

originally from the North, having been expelled from that part

of Africa now, nominally at leaft, under the dominion of

Tunis *. tr a

• I remember to hare borrowed, while at Damafcus, a fmall quarto volume,

written in caff Arabic, without either title or concluCon, which contained a kind

of
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Harvejly foo^ &c.

In that part of the country where I refided are found neither

lakes, rivers, marines, nor any other appearance of water but

the wells which are dug for domeftic confumption, except

during the rainy feafon. At that period torrents, of greater or

lefs dimenfions, interfect the country in all directions. The

rainy feafon lads from before the middle of June to the middle

or end of September. This feafon is called Harif *.

I have obferved that the rain, which is generally very heavy

and accompanied with lightning, falls moll frequently from

3 P. M. till midnight.

The changes of the wind are not periodical but inftantaneous.

It is with a foutherly wind that the greateft heat prevail ; and

with a South-Eaft that the greateft quantity of rain falls. When
the breeze is from the North or North-weft it is raoft refrefli-

of Hillary of the progrefs of the (ajbab) early propagators of Mohammedifm,

and which enumerated, if I miftake not, a tribe under the denomination of

Fur jyi among their adverfaries, after the taking of Bahtufi in Middle Egypt,

and their confequent invafion of the more Southern provinces.

* If but a fmall quantity of rain fall, the agricultors are reduced to great

dtftrefs ; and it happened, about feven years before my arrival, that many people

were obliged to eat the young branches of trees pounded in a mortar.

0 O ing,
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ing, but does not generally continue long in that quarter. The

hot and oppreflive winds which fill the air with thick duft

blow conftantly from the South.

One day, while I was fitting in the market-place at Cobbe\

I obferved a fingular appearance in the air, which foon dis-

covered itfelf to be a column of fand, raifed from the defert

by a whirlwind. It was apparently about a mile and a half

diftant, and continued about eight minutes ; this phenomenon

had nothing of the tremendous appearance of the columns of

fand defcribed by Bruce as riling between Afluan and Chendi,

being merely a light cloud of fand.

The harveft is conducted in a very fimple manner. The

women and flaves of the proprietor arc employed to break off

the cars with their hands, leaving the ftraw ftanding, which is

afterwards applied to buildings and various other ufeful pur-

pofes. They then accumulate them in bafkets, and carry them

away on their heads. When threfhed, which is awkwardly

and incompletely performed, they expofe the grain to the fun

till it become quite dry ; after this an hole in the earth is pre-

pared, the bottom and fides of which are covered with chaff to

exclude the vermin. This cavity or magazine is filled with

grain, which is then covered with chaff, and afterwards with

earth. In this way the maize is preferved tolerably well. In

ufing it for food, they grind it, and boil it in the form of

polenta, which is eaten either with frefh or four milk, or ftill

more frequently with a fauce made of dried meat pounded in a

mortar,

Digitized by Google



EGYPT, AND SYRIA. 283

mortar, and boiled with onions, &c. The Furians ufe little

butter ; with the Egyptians and Arabs it is an article in great

requeft. There is alfo another fauce which the poorer people

ufe and highly relim, it is compofed of an herb called Coivel or

Cawcly of a tafte in part acefcent and in part bitter, and gene-

rally difagreeable to ftrangers.

As a fubftitute for bread, cakes of the fame material are alfo

baked on a fmooth fubftance prepared for the purpofe, which

are extremely thin, and if dexteroufly prepared not unpalatable.

Thefe are called kijfery (fragments or fections)
;
they are alfo

eaten with the fauce above mentioned, or with milk, or fimply

water ; and in whatever form the grain be ufed, the rich caufe

it to be fermented before it be reduced to flour, which gives it

a very agreeable tafte. They alfo make no hefitation in eating

the dokn raw, but moiftened with water, without either grind-

ing or the operation of fire.

The Sultan here docs not feem wholly inattentive to that

important object, agriculture. Neverthelefs, it may be eftcemcd

rather a blind compliance with antient cuftom, than individual

public fpirit, in which has originated a practice adopted by him,

in itfelf fufficiently laudable, fince other of his regulations by

no means conduce to the fame end.

At the beginning of the Harify or wet feafon, which is alfo

the moment for fowing the corn, the King goes out with his

Meleks and the reft of his train, and while the people arc em-

ployed in turning up the ground and fowing the feed, he alfo

002 makes
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makes feveral holes with his own hand. The fame cuftom, it

is faid, obtains in Bornou, and other countries in this part of

Africa. It calls to the mind a practice of the Egyptian kings,

mentioned by Herodotus. Whether this ufage be antecedent to

the introduction of Mohammcdifm into the country, I know
not ; but as it is attended with no fupcrftitious obfervancc, it

would rather feem to belong to that creed.

Population.

The number of inhabitants in a country in fo rude a ftate as

this is at prefent, it mud neceffarily be extremely difficult to

compute with precifion. Poflibly the levies for war may fur-

niuS fome criterion. The Sultan, for about two years, had

been engaged in a very ferious war with the ufurper of Kor-

dofan. The original levies for this war I have underftood

confided of about two thoufand men. Continual reinforce-

ments have been fent, which may be fuppofed to amount to

more than half that number. At prefent the army does not

contain more than two thoufand, great numbers of them having

been taken off by the fmall-pox, and other caufes. Even this

number is very much miffed, and the army is Hill fpoken of as

a very large one. It feems to me from this and other confidcr-

ations, that the number of fouls within the empire cannot

much exceed two hundred thoufand. Cobbe' is one of their

mod populous towns
;

yet from the bell computation I have

been able to make, knowing the number of inhabitants in the

greater part of the houfes, I cannot perfuade myfelf that the

total
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total amount of both fexes, including flaves, much exceeds fix

thoufand. Of thefe the greater proportion are flaves.

The houfes are feparated from each other by wide intervals,

as each man choofes for building the fpot neareft to the ground

he cultivates ; fo that in an extent of about two miles on a line,

not much more than one hundred diftinct inclofures properly

to be termed houfes are vifible. The number of villages is

confiderable ; but a few hundred fouls form the fum of the

largeft. There are only eight or ten towns of great popu-

lation.

The people of Dar-Fur are divided into thofe from the river,

of whom I have already fpoken, fome few from the Weft, who
are either Fukkara, or come for the purpofes of trade. Arabs,

who are very numerous," and fome of whom are eftablifhcd in

the country, and cannot quit it
j

they are of many different

tribes, but the greater number are thofe who lead a wandering

kind of life on the frontiers, and breed camels, oxen, and horfes.

Yet they are not, for the mod part, in fuch a ftate of dependence

as always to contribute effectually to the ftrength of the mo-

narch in war, or to his fupplies in peace. Thefe are Mabmtd^

the Mabrta, the bcni-Fe/3ra
y
the beni-Ger&r^ and feveral others

whofe names I do not recoiled. After the Arabs come the

people of Zeghawa, which once formed a diftinct kingdom,

whofe chief went to the field with a thoufand horfemen, as it

is faid, from among his own fubjects. The Zeghawa fpeak

a different dialect from the people of Fur. We muft then

enumerate the people of Be'go or Dageou, who are now fubjecl:

to
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to the crown of Fur, but are a diftincl: tribe, which formerly

ruled the country. Kordofan, which is now fubjed to Fur,

and a number of other fmaller kingdoms, as Dar Be'r/i, &c.

Dar Rugna has a king, who is however dependent, but more

on Bcrgoo than on Fur. What arc the numbers of each is very

difficult to fay, as there arc few or no data whence any thing

fatisfactory can be deduced.

Building.

This art, in which more refined nations difplay fo much

ingenuity, and confume fo much of their property, is here

limited by the neceflity that produced it. A light roof (helters

the Furian from the fun and rain, and he fears not to be crufhed

by the mafs which he has raifed for his fecurity. The con-

flagration may defolatc his abode, but his foul is not appalled,

for he has raifed no monument of vanity to become its prey.

The walls, wherever that material is to be procured, are built

of clay ; and the people of higher rank cover them with a kind

of plafter, and colour them white, red, and black. The apart-

ments are of three kinds, one is called a Donga, which is a

cube commonly formed in the proportion of twenty feet by

twelve. The four walls are covered with a flat roof confining

of light beams laid horizontally from fide to fide ; over this is

fpread a ftratum of ufliar, or fome other light wood, or, by

thofe who can afford the expenfe, courfe mats ; a quantity of

dried horfe's or camel's dung is laid over this ; and the whole is

finifhed with a ftrong and finooth coating of clay. They con-

trive
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trive to give the roof a flight obliquity, making fpouts to carry

off the water. The roof thus conftrucled is a tolerable pro-

tection from the rain, and the whole building is in a certain

degree fecure from robbers, and the other inconveniences which

are there to be expe&ed. The Donga is provided with a door,

confifting of a fingle plank, hewn with the axe, as the plane

and faw are equally unknown. It is fecured by a padlock, and

thus conftitutes the rcpofitory of all their property. The next

is called a Kournai, which is ufually fomewhat larger than the

Donga, differing from it in being without a door, and having

no other roof than thatch, (helving like that of our barns, com-

pofed of Kaffob, the ftraw of the maize, and fupported by light

rafters. This however is cooler in fummer than the more

clofely covered buildings, and is appropriated to receiving com-

pany, and fleeping. The women are commonly lodged, and

drefs their food in another apartment of the fame kind as the

laft, but round, and from fifteen to twenty feet in diameter

:

this is called Sukteia. The walls of the Donga arc often about

twelve or fifteen feet high ; thofe of the other buildings feldom

exceed feven or eight, but this depends on the tafte of the

owner. The floor of each, by perfons who are attentive to

neatnefs, is covered with clean fand, which is changed as

occafion requires. An houfe in which there are two Dongas,

two Kournah, and two Sui/eias, is confidered as a large and

commodious one, fitted to the ufe of merchants of the firft

order. A Rukkuba (fhed) is frequently added, which is no

more than a place fheltered from the fun, where a company fit

and converfe in the open air. The interior fence of the houfe

is commonly a wall of clay. The exterior univerfally a thick

hedge,
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hedge, confifting of dried branches of acacia and other thorny

trees, which fecures the cattle, and prevents the (laves from es-

caping ; but which, as it takes no root, is never green, and has

rather a gloomy afpect. The materials of the village houfes

require no particular defcription
;
they are commonly of the

form of the Suiteia
y
when they rife above the appellation of hut,

but the fubilance is the draw of the maize, or fome other

equally coarfc and infecure. Tents are not ufed, except by

the Mcleks and great men, and thefe are ill-conftructed. In

time of war materials to conftruct huts are found by the fol-

diers, and applied without great difficulty ; and the Sarcina Mli

of each man is a light mat adapted to the fizc of his body.

Manners.

The troops of the country are not famed for {kill, courage,

or perfeverance. In their campaigns much reliance is placed on

the Arabs who accompany them, and who are properly tributa-

ries rather than fubjects of the Sultan. One energy of barha-

rifm they indeed poflefs, in common with other favages, that

of being able to endure hunger and thirft ; but in this particu-

lar they have no advantage over their neighbours. On the

journey, a man whom I had obferved travelling on foot with the

caravan, but unconnected with any perfon, afked me for bread

—"How long have you been without it?" faid I.—" Two days,"

was the reply.—" And how long without water ?"—" I drank

water laft night."—This was at fun-fet, after we had been march-

ing all day in the heat of the fun, and we had yet fix hours to

reach
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reach the well. In their perfons the Furians are not remark-

able for cleanlinefs. Though obferving as Mohammedans all the

fuperftitious formalities of prayer, their hair is rarely combed,

or their bodies completely waflied. The hair of the pubes and

axillae it is ufual to exterminate ; but they know not the ufe of

foap ; fo that with them polifhing the (kin with unguents holds

the place of perfect ablutions and real purity. A kind of

farinaceous pafte is however prepared, which being applied with

butter to the flcin, and rubbed continually till it become dry,

not only improves its appearance, but removes from it acci-

dental fordes, and dill more the effect of continued tranfpir-

ation, which, as there are no baths in the country, is a confi-

deration of fome importance. The female flaves arc dexterous

in the application of it, and to undergo this operation is one of

the refinements of African fenfuality. Their intervals of labour

and reft are fixed by no eftabliflied rule, but governed by in-

clination or perfonal convenience. Their fatigues are often re-

newed under the opprcflive influence of the meridian fun, and

in fome diftricls their nightly (lumbers are interrupted by the

dread of robbers, in others by the mufquitoes and other incon-

veniences of the climate.

An inveterate aniraofity feems to exift between the natives of

Fur and thofe of Kordofan. From converfations with both

parties I have underftood that there have been almoft continual

wars between the two countries as far as the memory of in-

dividuals extends. One of the caufes of this hoftility appears

to be their relative pofition ; the latter lying in the road be-

p p tween
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twecn Dar-Fur and Scnnaar, which is confidered as the mod

practicable, though not the direct communication between the

the former and Mekka. Nor can caravans pafs from Suakem

to Fur, as appears, but by the permiflion of the governors of

Kordofan. The jealoufy of trade therefore is in part the origin

of their unvaried and implacable animofity.

Nothing refembling current coin is found in Soudan, unlefs

it be certain fmall tin rings, the value of which is in fome de-

gree arbitrary, and which alone obtains at £1 Father. In that

place they fervc as the medium of exchange for fmall articles,

for which in others are received beads, fait, &c. Thefe rings

are made of fo many various fizes, that I have known fome-

timcs twelve, fometimes one hundred and forty of them, pafs

for a given quantity and quality of cotton cloth. The Auftrian

dollars, and other filver coins, brought from Egypt, are all

fold for ornaments for the women, and fome little profit at-

tends the fale of them, but the ufe of them in drefs is far from

general.

Gold not being found within the limits of Fur, is feldom

feen in the market ; when it appears there, it is in the form of

rings of about one-fourth of an ounce weight each, in which

ftate it comes from Sennaar. The Egyptian mabbub, or other

damped money, none will receive but the people of that coun-

try. The other articles chiefly current, are fuch as belong to

their drefs, as cotton cloths, beads, amber, kohhel, rhe"a, and on

the other hand, oxen, camels, and flaves.

The
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The difpofition of the people of Fur has appeared to me
more cheerful than that of the Egyptians ; and that gravity and

referve which the precepts of Mohammedifm infpire, and the

practice of the greater number of its profeflbrs countenances

and even requires, feems by no means as yet to fit eafy on

them. A government perfectly defpotic, and at this time not

ill adminiftered, as far as relates to the manners of the people,

yet forms no adequate reftraint to their violent paffions *. Prone

to inebriation, but unprovided with materials or ingenuity to

prepare any other fermented liquor than 6riza
t with this alone

their convivial excefles are committed. But though the Sultan

hath juft publiftied an ordinance (March 1795) forbidding the

ufe of that liquor under pain of death, the plurality, though

lefs publicly than before, ftill indulge themfelves in it. A com-

pany often fits from fun-rife to fun-fet drinking and converfing,

till a fingle man fometimes carries off near two gallons of that

liquor. The buza has however a diuretic and diaphoretic ten-

dency, which precludes any danger from thefe excefles.

In this country dancing is pradifed by the men as well as

the women, and they often dance promifcuoufly. Each tribe

feems to have its appropriate dance : that of Fur is called Secon-

dary that of Bukkara Bendala. Some are grave, others lafci-

vious, but confiding rather of violent efforts than of graceful

• The inhabitants of a village called Berrm, having quarrelled with thofe of

another hamlet, and fome having been killed on both fides, all the property of

both villages was forfeited to the king, the inhabitants being abandoned to

poverty.

p p 2 motions.
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motions. Such is their fondncfs for this amufement, that the

flaves dance in fetters to the mufic of a little drum
;
and, what

I have rarely fecn in Africa or the Eaft, the time is marked by

means of a long ftick held by two, while others beat the cadence

with fiiort batons.

They ufe the games of Tab-u-duk and Drls-iva-ialaitey de-

fcribed by Niebuhr, which however appear not indigenous, but

to have been borrowed of the Arabs.

The vices of thieving, lying, and cheating in bargains, with

all others nearly or remotely allied to them, as often happen

among a people under the fame circumftances, arc here almoft

univcrfal. No property, whether confiderable or trifling, is fafe

out of the fight of the owner, nor indeed fcarcely in it, unlef*

he be flronger than the thief. In buying and felling the parent

glories in deceiving the ion, and the fon the parent ; and God

and the Prophet are hourly invocated, to give colour to the moil

palpable frauds and falsehoods.

The privilege of polygamy, which, as is well known, be-

longs to their religion, the people of Soudan pufh to the ex-

treme. At this circumftance the Muflelmans of Egypt, with

whom I have converfed on the fubjecl:, affed to be much fcan-

dalized : for whereas, by their law they are allowed four free

women, and as many flaves as they can conveniently maintain,

the Furians take both free women and flaves without any limit-

ation. The Sultan has more than an hundred free women, and

many of the Meleks have from twenty to thirty. Teraub, a.

late
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late king, contented himfelf with about five hundred females as

a light travelling equipage in his wars in Kordofan, and left as

many more in his palace. This may feem ridiculous, but when
it is recollected that they had corn to grind, water to fetch, food

to drefs, and all menial offices to perform for feveral hundred

individuals, and that thefe females (excepting thofe who are re-

puted Serrariy concubines of the monarch) travel on foot, and

even carry utenfils, &c. on their heads, employment for this

immenfe retinue may be imagined, without attributing to the

Sultan more libidinous propenfities than belong to others of the

fame rank and ftation. -

This people exceeds in indulgences with women, and pays

little regard to reftraint or decency. The form of the houfes

already defcribed fecures no great fecrecy to what is carried on

within them, yet even the concealment which is thus offered, is

not always fought. The made of a tree, or long grafs, is the

fole temple required for the facrifices to the primaeval deity. In

the courfe of licentious indulgence father and daughter, fon and

mother are fometimes mingled. The relations of brother and

filler are exchanged for clofer intercourfe ; and in the adjoining

ftate, (Bergoo,) the example of the monarch countenances the

infraaion of a pofitive precept, as well of Iflamifm, as of the

other rules of faith, which have taken their tincture from the

Mofaic difpenfation.

But however unbridled their appetites in other refpe&s may

be, patderafty, fo common in Afia and the North of Africa, is in

Soudan little known or pra&iled. The fituation, character, and

treatment
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treatment of women is not exactly fimilar, either to that which

marks the manners of Afia, and other parts of Africa, or to that

which is eftabliftied in Europe. In contradiftindtion to the wo-

men of Egypt, in Soudan, when a ftranger enters the houfe,

one of the more modeft indeed retires, but flie is contented to

retire to a fmall dtftancc, and pafles and rcpafles executing the

bufinefs of the houfe in the prefence of the men. In Egypt, a

veil is invariably the guardian of real or affected modefty. In

Dar-Fur none attempt to conceal their faces but the wives of

the great, whofe rank demands fome affectation of decency

—

who from fatiety of indulgence become coquets, or whofe vanity

induces them to expect that concealment will enfnare the inex-

perienced with the hope of youth which has ceafed to recom-

mend them, or beauty by which they could never boaft to be

adorned. The middle and inferior rank are always contented

with the flight covering of a cotton cloth, wrapped round the

waift, and occafionally another of the fame form, materials, and

fize, and equally loole, artlefsly thrown over the moulders. They
never eat with the men, but Ihew no hefitation at being prefent

when the men eat and drink. The mod modeft of them will

enter the houfe, not only of a man and a ftranger, but of the

traders of Egypt, and make their bargains at leifure. On fuch

occafions, any indelicate freedom on the part of the merchant is

treated with peculiar indulgence. The hufband is by no means

remarkable for jealoufy, and provided he have reafon to fuppofe

that his complaifance will be attended with any folid advantage,

will readily yield his place to a ftranger. Nothing can (hock

the feelings of an Egyptian more than to fee his wife in con-

verfation with another man in public. For fimilar conduct,

individuals
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individuals of that nation have been known to inflicl; the laft

puniftiracnt. A liberty of this kind has no fuch effect on a

Furian.

Defendit numerus, junflaque in umbone phalanges.

The univerfality of the practice prevents its being efteemed

either criminal or (hameful.

Some of the mod laborious domeftic offices in this country

are executed by women. They not only prepare the foil and

fow the corn, but affift in gathering it. They alone too are

engaged in the bufinefs of grinding and converting it into bread.

They not only prepare the food, in which (contrary to the

practice of the Arabs) it is efteemed difgraceful for a man to

occupy himfelf, but fetch water, warn the apparel, and cleanfe

the apartments. Even the clay buildings, which have been

mentioned, are conftru&ed chiefly by women. It is not uncom-

mon to fee a man on a journey, mounted idly on an afs, while

his wife is pacing many a weary ftep on foot behind him, and

moreover, perhaps, carrying a fupply of provifions or culinary

utenfils. Yet it is not to be fuppofed that the man is defpotic

in his houfe : the voice of the female has its full weight. No
queftion of domeftic ceconomy is decided without her concur-

rence, and, far from being wearied with the corporeal exertions

of the day, by the time the fun declines, her memory of real or

imaginary injuries affords matter for querulous upbraiding and

aculeate farcafms.

Who-
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Whoever, impelled by vanity, (for no profit attends it,) re-

ceives to his bed the daughter of a King or powerful Melek,

(women of this rank are called Miram,) finds her fole modera-

trix of his family, and himfelf reduced to a cipher. Of his real

or reputed offspring he has no voice in the difpofal, govern-

ment, or inflruttion. The princefs, who has honoured him

with the limited right over her perfon, becomes not the part-

ner, but the fole proprietor, of all that he pofTefTed; and her mod
extravagant caprices mult not be thwarted, lead her difpleafure

lhould be fuccceded by that of the monarch.

The man cannot take another wife with the fame ceremonies

or dowry ; and if any difpute arife concerning inheritance, the

right is always decided in favour of the Miram. Finally, he is

almoft a prifoner in the country, which he cannot leave, how-

ever diftrened, and however he may be inclined to retrieve his

fortune by trade, without fpecial permiffion from the Sultan,

and the immediate and unqualified forfeiture not only of the

dowry he gave, but of all the valuables he received in confe-

quence of the honourable alliance.

Previoufly to the cftabliihment of Iflamifm* and kingfhip, the

people of Fur feem to have formed wandering tribes, in which

ftate many of the neighbouring nations to this day remain. In

their perfons they differ from the negroes of the coaft of Gui-

nea. Their hair is generally fhort and woolly, though fome are

• About a century and a half ago.

feen
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feen with it of the length of eight or ten inches, which they

efteera a beauty. Their complexion is for the mod part per-

fectly black. The Arabs, who are numerous within the em-

pire, retain their diftin&ion of feature, colour, and language.

They raoft commonly intermarry with each other. The flaves,

which are brought from the country they call Fertile (land of

idolaters,) perfectly refemble thofe of Guinea, and their lan-

guage is peculiar to themfelves.

In moil of the towns, except Cobbe, which is the chief

refidence of foreign merchants, and even at court, the vernacu-

lar idiom is in more frequent ufe than the Arabic
; yet the lat-

ter is pretty generally underftood. The judicial proceedings,

which are held in the monarch's prefence, are condu&ed in

both languages, all that is fpoken in the one being immediately

tranflated into the other by an interpreter {Tergimtin).

After thofe who fill the offices of government, the Faqui, or

learned man, i. e. prieft, holds the higheft rank. Some few of

thefe Faquis have been educated at Kahira, but the majority of

them in fchools of the country. They are ignorant of every

thing except the Koran. The nation, like moft of the North of

Africa, except Egypt, is of the fe& of the Imam Malck, which

however differs not materially from that of Shafei.

Revenues
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Revenues of Dar-Fur.

1. On all merchandize imported the king has a duty, which

in many inftanccs amounts to near a tenth ; as for inftance, on

every camel's load of cotton goods brought from Egypt, and

which commonly confifts of two hundred pieces, the duty paid

to the king by the merchants of Egypt is twenty pieces : the

Arabs who are under his government and the natives pay

more j fome articles however do not pay fo much.

2. In addition to this, when they are about to leave Dar-Fur

on their return to Egypt, another tax is demanded on the flaves

exported, under pretence of a voluntary douceur, to be exempt

from having their flaves fcrutinifed. This, on our caravan,

which comprifed about five thoufand flaves, amounted to 3000

mahbubs, between 6 and 700I. to be paid to the Chablr on

their arrival in Egypt.

3. All forfeitures for mifdemeanors are due to the king ; and

this is a considerable article ; for in cafe of a difpute in which

blood is flied, as often happens, he makes a demand of juft

what proportion he thinks right of the property of the village

in which the offence was committed, of the whole, of an half,

of a third, of every fpecies of pofieffion, and this moft rigor-

oufly eftimated.

4. In

Digitized by Google



EGYPT, AND SYRIA. 299

4. In addition to this, every one who is concerned in a ju-

dicial proceeding before him, mud bring a prefent according to

his rank and property : this is another confiderable fource of

revenue.

5. Of all the merchandife, but cfpccially Haves, which are

broughtfrom tbe roads, as they call it, that is, from all quarters

except Egypt, the king is entitled to a tenth j and in cafe of

a Sclatia, that is, an expedition to procure flaves by force, the

tenth he is entitled to becomes a fifth, for the merchants arc

obliged to wait fix weeks or two months before they can fell

any of their flaves, and then are obliged to pay in kind one

tenth of the number originally taken, one half of which is by

that time generally dead.

6. At the time of leathering tbe kettle-drum, which happens

every year on the 27th of the month Rabia-el-awil, all the prin-

cipal people of every town and village, nay, as I have under-

ftood, every houfekeeper, is obliged to appear at El Father,

with a prefent in his hands, according to his rank and ability.

This is another confiderable fource of revenue. The prefent

of the Melek of the Jelabs on one of thefe occafions, I have

known to be valued at 900 mahbubs, or about 200I. fterling.

At this folemn feftival, all the troops, not in adual fervice,

are obliged to be prefent, and as it may be called, reviewed

;

that is, every man who has or can procure an horfe, mounts and

(hews him in the public meeting.

<LQ-2 7. A
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7. A number of prefents are daily and hourly received from

all the great people of the country, as well as from the mer-

chants who come on bufincfs, and thofe who folicit offices. The

merchants generally prcfent fome kind of manufacture for

clothing, fuch as light Woollen cloth, carpets, arms, &c. and

the people of the country, camels, flaves male and female, toke'as,

oxen, (heep, &c.

8. But one of the moft confiderable articles of revenue is the

tribute of the Arabs who breed oxen, horfes, camels, fheep.

Thofe who breed horfes Ihould bring to the monarch all the males

which are yearly produced by their mares ; but this I am told they

often contrive to avoid. The cuftomary tribute of the Arabs who
breed oxen, or Bukkara^ as they are called, is one tenth *. But

when I was there, they having neglected paying it for two

years, the Sultan fent a body of troops, who feized all they could

lay hands on, to the number of twelve thoufand oxen. If the

tribute were regularly paid, it might amount to four thoufand

oxen per annum : but thefe Arabs live in tents, and coafe-

quently change their habitations frequently, and when they feel

themfelves united, are not much inclined to pay tribute. Thofe

who breed camels Ihould alfo pay a tenth of their property

yearly ; and I have underftood that they acquit themfelves of the

obligation with more regularity than the former. Thefe alfo

however are fometimes rebellious, and then nothing is received

from them. Two tribes, Mabria and Mabmid
y were at war

• A great tribute i» alfo paid in butter.

during
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during my refidence in Fur, and a battle took place between

them, in which many fell on both fides : the monarch, to punifh

them for their contumacious behaviour, fent a Melek with a

detachment of about fixty horfemen, who feized on one half of

the camels of every Arab, and where they found five took

three, as the fifth could not be divided. The owners of flieep

and goats pay a tenth.

9. Every village is obliged to pay annually a certain fum in

corn, Doiny which is collected by the king's flaves. The mo-

narch has alfo lands of his own, which are cultivated by his

flaves, and which ferve to fupply his houfhold
;

for, though a

merchant, he does not fell corn. The whole of the dHtrict of

Gebel Marra, to the Weft, is entirely appropriated to his ufe, and

the wheat, wild honey, &c. which are abundantly produced

there are all referved for his table.

10. The king is chief merchant in the country, and not

only difpatches with every caravan to Egypt a great quantity of

his own merchandife, but alfo employs his flaves and depend-

ents to trade with the goods of Egypt, on his own account, in

the countries adjacent to Soudan.

Articles
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f

Articles of Commerce.

Gold rings are fometiraes worn in the nofe by women of

diftin&ion. Sea-fliells [Cowries) are among other female orna-

ments, but not very current. The red legumen, called Sbujb, is

much worn in the hair.

Commodities brought by the Jelabs from Egypt are :

1. Amber beads.

2. Tin, in'fmall bars.

3. Coral beads.

4. Cornelian ditto.

5. Falfe Cornelian ditto.

6. Beads of Venice.

7. Agate.

8. Rings, filver and brafs, for the ancles and wrifts.

9. Carpets, fmall.

10. Blue cotton cloths of Egyptian fabric

11. White cotton ditto.

12. Indian muflins and cottons.

13. Blue and white cloths of Egypt called Melayes.

14. Sword blades, ftrait, (German,) from Kahira.

15. Small looking-glafles.

16. Copper face-pieces, or defenfive armour for the

horfes' heads.

17. Fire arms.

18. Kohhel
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1 8. Kohhel for the eyes.

19. Rbea, a kind of raofs from European Turkey, for

food, and a fcent.

20. Sbe, a fpecics of abfynthium, for its odour, and as a re-

medy : both the laft fell to advantage.

SI. Coffee.

22. Mableby KrumpbilU, SymbUle, Sandal, Nutmegs.

23. Dufr, the fliell of a kind of fim in the Red Sea, ufed

for a perfume.

24. Silk unwrought.

25. Wire, brafs and iron.

26. Coarfe glafs beads, made at Jerufalem, called Herjb

and Munjdr.

27. Copper culinary utenfils, for which the demand is

fmall.

28. Old copper for melting and re-working.

29. Small red caps of Barbary.

30. Thread linens of Egypt—fmall confumption.

31. Light French cloths, made into Benifhes.

32. Silks of Scio, made up.

33. Silk and cotton pieces of Aleppo, Damafcus, &c.

34. Shoes of red leather.

35. Black pepper.

36. Writing paper, {papier des trots tunes,) a confiderable

article.

37. Soap of Syria.

Tranfportcd
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Tranfported to Egypt

:

1. Slaves, male and female.

2. Camels.

3. Ivory.

4. Horns of the rhinoceros

5. Teeth of the hippopotamus.

6. Oftrich feathers.

7. Whips of the hippopotamus's hide.

8. Gum.

9. Pimento.

10. Tamarinds, made into round cakes.

1 1. Leather facks for water {ray) and dry articles {gtraui).

12. Peroquets in abundance, and fome monkeys and

Guinea fowl.

13. Copper, white, in fmall quantity.
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CHAP. XX.

r

Mifcellaneous obfervations on Dar-Fur> and fome of the adjacent

countries.

The preceding chapters concerning Dar-Fur, contain raoftly

fads of which I was an eye-witnefs, or received from un-

doubted authority. But as every information, however minute,

may either conduce to facilitate farther progrefe in this part of

Africa, or may perhaps intereft the curious reader, as relating

to regions little known, I mall now proceed to fome matters,

related to me on the fpot, but the accuracy of which I cannot

pretend to vouch.

The people of Far are reprefented as ufing many fuperftitious

ceremonies at the leathering of the kettle-drum^ a ceremony

before mentioned. Among others, k is faid, they put to death,

in the form of a facrifice, a young boy and girl. Even to this

day, many idols are worflupped by the women of the Sultan's

Harem. The mountaineers offer a kind of facrifice to the

deity of the mountains, when they are in want of rain.

.

Several fuperftitious notions prevail among the flaves. One

of them having died fuddenly, it was imagined that he had

been poflefled by the devil, and none of them would waftt the

r r body.
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body. It was with difficulty that they could be prevailed on

even to carry it to the place of interment.

The people of Dageou, a country on the Weft, reprefented

as not far from Bergoo, it is faid, conquered the country now
called Fur, and retained it till they were cxhaufted by mutual

contentions : upon which the prefent race of kings fucceeded,

but from what origin I have not been able to difcover. Pro-

bably, Moors driven from the North by the Arabs. The race

of Dagcou is faid to have come from the vicinity of Tunis.

It is reported, that they had a cuftom of lighting a fire on the

Inauguration of their king, which was carefully kept burning

till his death. At prefent there is a cuftom m Fur, of fpread-

ing the carpets on which the feveral deceafed Sultans ufed to

fit, before the new prince, and from the one he prefers, it is

judged his character will be analogous -to that of its former

pofleffor.

The Sultan Omar, one of the predeccflbrs of Teraub, car-

ried on a long and deftruftive war with the neighbouring

tountry of Bergoo, in which he exhauftcd his treafiires and

people, and at the fame time greatly weakened the adverfe

country.

The families between which the pretenfions to authority now

lie, are thofe of Abd-el-Cafim, Teraub, and Chalife', his bro-

ther. Each of them has a number of warm partizans among

the foldiery, who would never be faithful to any of the other

< families. The competitors are fo numerous that much confu-

fion
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flon is expected to follow the death of the prefent Sultan ; and

it is inferred that the kingdom will be divided.

I (hall now proceed to ftate fome relations that were made to

me concerning Kordofan and other adjacent countries.

A king, of the name of Abli-calik
%

is the idol of the people

of Kordofan, where he reigned about fourteen years ago, and

is renowned for probity and juftice. The kings of Kordofan

had been deputed by the Mecque of Sennaar, till after the death

of the fon of Abl'i-Calik^ when it was ufurped by Fur, in con-

fcquence of the weaknefs and diflenfions of the government at

Sennaar. '.':':>.
:
,nv*

The people of Kordofan are reported to be not only

indifferent to the amours of their daughters and fitters,

but even attached to their feducers. The father or brother

will even draw the fword againft him who offends the Refi^

or companion of his daughter or filler. Very different is the

mode of thinking in Sennaar, where immodefty is only per-

mitted among the female flaves. The chief merchants have

companies of thefe flaves, and derive great profit from their

proftitution. . •

ri
•

Afnou, a country beyond Bornou to the Weftward, is faid to

produce fuch abundance of filver, that the natives conflrucl:

defenfivc armour of that metal. The coats of mail are jointed,'

and rcprefented as very beautiful. Of the fame material, it is

reported, are made pieces to pr©tc£t the head and brcaft of

rr 2 their
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their horfes, the former having the chaffron, or horn, known in

our days of chivalry.

Among the Southern countries, whither the Jelabs of Bergoo

and Fur fometimes journey to procure flaves, is Dar Kulla.

The chief article they carry to Kulla is fait, twelve pounds of

which are eftimated as the price of a male flave, fedas'e, about

twelve or fourteen years of age. A female brings three pounds

more, whimfically computed by the natives, as, a pound for the

girl's eyes, another for her nofe, and a third for her ears. If

copper be the medium, two ratals are efteemed equal to four

of fait. Hoddur, a large fort of Venetian glafs beads, and tin,

are in great efteem. Of the latter they make rings and other

ornaments.

The natives of Kulla are reprefented as partly negroes, partly

of a red or copper colour. Their language is nafal, but very

fimple and eafy. It is faid they worfhip idols. They are very

cleanly, to which the abundance of water in their country

contributes : and they are remarkable for honefty, and even

punctilious in their tranfactions with the Jelabs.

They have ferry-boats on the river, which are impelled

partly by poles, partly by a double oar, like our canoes. Slaves

are obtained in Dar Kulla either by violence, Sclatea, or by the

•following method. In that country the fmalleft trefpafs on the

property of another, is puniflied by enflaving the children or

young relations of the trefpafTer. If even a man's footftep

be obferved among the corn of another, the circumftance is

attended
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attended by calling witnefTcs, and application to a magiftrate,

and the certain confequence of proof is the forfeiture of his

fon, daughter, nephew, or niece, to the perfon trefpafled on.

Thefe accidents are continually happening, and produce a great

number of flaves. A commiffion to purchafe any thing in a

diftant market, not exactly fulfilled, is attended with a like

forfeiture. But above all, if a perfon of note die, the family

have no idea of death as a nccefTary event, but fay that it is

effected by witchcraft. To difcover the perpetrator, the poorer

natives, far and near, are obliged to undergo expurgation by

drinking a liquor which is called in Dar-Fur Kilingi, or fome-

thing that refembles it ; and the perfon on whom the fuppofed

iigns of guilt appear, may either be put to death, or fold as a

flave.

The people of Kulla are ftrangers to venereal complaints, but

are fubject to the fm all-pox. In that part of the country which

is vifited by the Jelabs there is a king ; the red is occupied by

fmall tribes, each of which is ruled by the chief who happens

to have moft influence at the time. The Kumba, or Pimento

tree, is found there in fuch plenty, that a rota/ or pound of fait

will purchafe four or five mUy each mid about a peck.

The trees are fo large, from the quantity of water and deep

clay, that canoes are hollowed out of them fufficiently capa-

cious to contain ten perfons.

It was related to me by Jelabs who have vifited that country,

that the inhabitants of Dar Bergoo make war by fudden incur-

fions,
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fions, traverfing and laying wafte a large fpace in a fhort time

They leave their women behind, and are thus better adapted to

military operations than the Furians, who follow an oppofite

practice, never marching without a hoft of attendant females.

The people of Bergoo fcldom make SelatJa.

Some of the idolatrous nations, dependent on Bergoo, are

reprefentcd as making war in a very formidable mariner. The

combatants never retreat ; and the women behind light a fire,

in which they heat the heads of the i pears, and exchange them

for fuch as are cooled in the combat. They alfo ufe poifoned

weapons.

There is a remote part of the pagan country, from which

flaves are brought, which the Arabs diftinguifh by the term

Gnum Gnum, (a fobriquet,) whofe inhabitants eat the flefli of

the prifoners they take in war. I have convcrfed with flaves

who came thence, and they admit the fact. Thefe people

are alfo in the habit of Gripping off the (kin of the hands and

faces of their flaughtered foes, which afterwards undergo fome

preparation, and are worn as a mark of triumph. Their arms,

a fpear or javelin, are of iron, wrought by themfelves. After

having heated them to rednefs, they (lick the point into the

trunk of a particular tree, and there leave the weapon till the

juice has dried on. In this manner it acquires, as is reported,

a mod deadly poifon.

'

' : '
'

\
'

.
• '

.

A few
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A few of the more common vocabula in the language of

' -Ruttga. •

Water - Tta.

As eide (a pudding) - - - Gnung.

Come and eat - - Gagra.

Quickly * - Undelak nonnera.

Bring the bowl - - Kiddeki, Kiddeki.

A mat - - - - Kubbenang.

Cloths - - Lemba.

Shoes «• - Boro.

It is hot - - Aguing bctran.

Moon - - Meddmg.

A wooden mortar - Bedding.
•

Afs - - - - Guflendf.

Horfe - - - - - Filah.

Dog - - - - - Ming.

Houfe - - - Ttong.

Kingdom - - - - KulTeV

Wood of any kind " - Unjiim.

Fire - • - Nifliek.
• * >

Woman - - Mmi.

Man - *. - - - Kamere\

Is it I? - - - Ammf?
Reprimanding - - - - Ggo! "

Grain - - • - Aflc.

Maize
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Maize - - - Dimbiti.

Millet - - • - Gurwendi.

Fowl - , - Kidi.

Winged ant - Agncma.
Spear - - - - - Subbuk.

Knife - Dangala.

Foot - Itar.

Eye - Khaflb.

Ear - Neflb.

Hand - Tuflb.

Light bjue - - - Endreog.

Dung - - . . - Aburr.

Urine .- - - Niflich.

Copper - - _ - - Simmcri.

Tin - - - Fueddah.

Beads - - - _ - Arru.

Loins (of the human body) alfo Arru.

One - - - Kadenda.

Two - _ - - Embirr.

Three - Attik.

Four - - - - Mendih.

Six - Subotikeda.
•

Seven - - - Ow.
Eight - ... Sebatels.

Nine - - - Atih.

Ten - Buff.

Rain - Kinga.

God, alfo - - - - Kinga.
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By God, an adjuration - - Kiiiga go

!

Honey - Tuggi.

Meat - Miflich.

Gruel - Ba-birre.

Stone - Diffi.

The ftars collectively - - Beite'-juk.

Slave of either fcx - - Guiah.

Male Have - Guiah mere.

Female flave - Guiah Mmi.

Mountain - Ddeta.

Wind - Wwi.

Cinders - Firgi.

Fifli Kognong.

A ftar Beitc.

s s
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CHAP. XXI.

MEDICAL REMARKS.

Pforopbtbalmia—Plague—Small-pox—Guinea worm —Scropbula

—Syphilis—Bile—T:nia—Hernia—Hydrocele—Hemorrboides

and Fijlula—Apoplexy—Umbilical ruptures—Accoucbemens—
Hydrophobia—Phlebotomy—Remedies—Remarks—Circumcifion

—Excifton.

From the following detached remarks, the refult chiefly of

perfonal obfervation, if the phyfiologift can derive any amufe-

ment, or the traveller the fmalleft mitigation of his perfonal

1'ufFerings, the purpofc of committing them to paper is an-

fwered.

If any medical profeflbr fhould chance to advert to them, the

writer is too confeious of the fuperficiality of his own know-

lege not to perceive, that little fatisfa&ion will be derived. But

perfuaded, that the art of healing, even at this day, abounds

little lefs in experiments than in the age of one of its brighteft

ornaments, who makes the confeflion, he is induced to believe,

fcarcely any fadr. relative to it, or any experiment, faithfully nar-

rated, can be wholly deftitute of its ufe.

P/oropb-
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Pforopbtbalmia.

It is remarked that in Egypt, but particularly in Kahira, the

blind, and thofe who have defective vifion, bear a large pro-

portion to the number of the inhabitants. The fact obferved,

which cannot be difputed, has been explained in various ways.

It has by fome been confidered as proceeding from the habitual

ufe of rice. By others, as the effect of the fubtle duft which

floats in the air. Even the water of the Nile has been fuppofed

to co-operate at leaft, if not to be the fole agent, in producing

this remarkable difeafe.

To explore the origin of this or any other malady, all its ap-

pearances muft firft be accurately noted. The ophthalmia of

Egypt leads us through a diverfity of fymptoms, from flight in-

flammation and defluxion, to the total and irrecoverable blind-

nefs occafioned by opacity of the Cornea. To enumerate them

all correctly, and compare them in a variety of cafes, muft be

the ta(k of an oculift long refident on the fpot, and accuftomed

to numerous patients. A tranflent obferver, however diligent

in his inquiries, may more eafily prove the falfchbod of the

afilgned caufes, than trace the real one.

The Nile water, it may be fuppofed, when taken into the fto-

mach, can have no effect on the eyes, but by firft altering the

ftate of the fluids, into which it, as well as other aliments, is

gradually converted. Whether from mineral or vegetable im-

pregnations, it could never operate folely on the eyes, without

s S 2 affecting
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affecting any other part of the animal economy. The effect

of opium is feen on the blood and mufcular fibres ; of mer-

cury on the glands and lymphatics ; of cantharides on the

nerves : and too great a portion of thefe, taken into the body,

may have a pernicious effect on the eyes, but always through

the medium of other parts. The whole materia medica, per-

haps, furnifhes no drug or mineral that is known, when taken

into the ftomach, to have a local and partial effect on the eyes.

Such an effect is even irrcconcileablc with the general and

conftantly obferved operation of all remedies applied to the

human body.

Befides, if the injury were folely or even in part to arifefrom

the ufe of the Nile water, all thofe who drink it muft be equally

affected, allowing for the different degree of firmnefs in the fta-

mina of each. But certain orders of men are rarely attacked

by this difeafc, and they too who are continually ufing the river

water both internally and externally.

Rice is one of the moft nutritive and falubrious of the farina-

ceous aliments, and certainly does not operate to render the

humours acrid, and thereby to inflame the eyes. It is ufed as

a main article of food by the natives of a large portion of Afia,

and forms no inconftdcrable part of the confumption in other

countries, without being obferved to produce any fuch effect as

is here attributed to it j and may therefore fairly be denied to

have any fuch power.

Something
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Something more plaufible indeed offers itfelf as to the inju-

rious operation of an external caufe. Nothing can be more

fubtle than the dull into which the vegetable foil of Egypt re-

folvcs itfelf when it becomes dry. This, during a certain portion

of the year, is in a manner fufpended in the air, from a caufe

which cxifts in few other countries, I mean the want of rain.

It alio contains a large portion of nitre, which is copioufly pro-

duced in Egypt. This circumftance, however, is common to

many other places. This light duft, doubtlefs of a very irritat-

ing quality, not only floats in the ftreets, but pervades the apart-

ments of every dwelling, infmuating itfelf into the moil artfully

conftructed inclofures : by it therefore the eyes may and muft

be in fome degree affected. But Nature has not ordained that a

part lb much expofed mould be deftitute of its appropriate pro-

tection. The fecretions of the lachrymal glands are, in general,

abundantly fufficient to counteract the injury fuftained by the

action of corrofivc or irritating fubftanccs on the external fabric

of the eye, being always produced exactly in proportion to the

circumftances that demand them, as daily experience confirms

:

yet it cannot be denied, that the continually repeated operation

of an offending caufe, when no remedy is applied, may be

more than commenfurate with the efforts of Nature to reftore

herfelf.

Such is precifcly the condition of the Kahirines. The ac-

commodating the quality of diet to the fymptoms of derange-

ment in the economy is a precaution unknown to them : and

of their remedies, many are fo prepared, or fo adminiftered, as

to augment rather than to annihilate difeafe. No idea offers

itfelf
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itfelf to them, but of topical applications to remove a local com-

plaint. If any thing be applied in thefeJIuJJioni (dyfophthalmia)

it is generally kobbel (calx of tin mixed with fhecp's fat) or

tuttiy a ftill more powerful aftringent, applied in coarfe powder,

and naturally tending to increafc rather than to allay the irri-

tation.

When thus incommoded, the Egyptians of the lower clafs

efteem water pernicious, and therefore rarely warn their eyes

;

but as the collected dull begins to caufe an uneafy fenfation,

apply their fingers or a coarfe cotton cloth to remove it. The

higher orders, who are neat in their perfons, and regular in their

ablutions, are rarely obferved to be greatly harafTed by this com-

plaint. And the progrefs of the diforder, when in its nafcent

ftate, has feveral times been flopped, under my obfervation, by

the ufe of rofe-water, folution of facchar. faturn. &c. as in other

places.

But as no fingle one of thefe caufes, nor even all of them

together, appear fufficient to account for all the phenomena,

another, more powerful, is to be fought ; and none fuggefta

itfelf more opportunely than that alleged by Savary, who ima-

gines that the defedt of vifion is principally brought about by

the habit of being expofed to the nodurnal air during the fum-

mer, at which feafon a heavy dew falls, and a great tranfition

happens from the heats of the day. In faft, if the face of thofe

who fleep expofed be not completely covered, an itching and

unpleafant fenfation is always felt in the eyes at rifing.

It
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It is ordinarily experienced in the city, where, from being

confined in the day, people feel moft difpofed to feck for cool-

nefs and refrefliment on their terraces at night.

The Mamluks, and higher order of Arabs, that is, Moham-

medan merchants, and the (uperior rank of Copts and Franks,

are leaft affected, as being cleanly, not expofing themfelves to the

night air without neceffity, and being well covered. The Arabs

of the defert are as free from blindnefs as any people. They

never fleep with the face expofed, and have moreover the ad-

vantage of being devoid of the dull and other fuppofed caufes

of pforophthalmia in the city. The diforder appears no where

fo much as in Kahira, becaufe no where are all the caufes fo

much combined : yet it is fecn in Alexandria, Damiatt, and in

Upper Egypt, which (hews that the caufe is not confined to

Kahira. Among the poorer clafs of all countries prevails a kind

of infouciance. That of Kahira is particularly expofed to the

changes of temperature and the nocturnal dew, and is ill

clothed. Hence the diforder is moftly found among the popu-

lace. A difpofition to inflammation often appears in the eyes of

children, but yields to proper remedies. Hence it may be ima-

gined, that with attention the Egyptians would not fufFer more

than other nations.

Some travellers have thought that the ophthalmic difcafe in

Kahira was occafioncd by the fetid exhalations of the Chaligc,

and the drains ; and have even obferved, that thofc who are

moft fevcrely affected in winter, recover as foon as the water has

filled the Chalige and the pools. This is alfo a common idea

with
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with the natives. ** The ftink blinds me," is a frequent cx-

preflion on coming into a place of fetid odour ; and it may be

remarked, that the ordinary maxims of indigena are rarely to

be entirely difregarded. Whatever miafms however may iffue

from the canal, they cannot be equally difperfed over the city,

as blindnefs is ; and the Franks, Greeks, and other ftrangers

who refidc neareft this depot of impurity, would be moll

affected if that were the caufe. It may yet be one caufe.

Another I take to be the fubtile duft above mentioned ; but the

mod powerful, indifcreet expofure to the nocturnal air and

dews. The collective influence of thefe is Strengthened by

the cloudlefs fplendour of a vertical fun, reflected from the

fterile expanfe of land, which offers no fombrous object on

which the eye may repofe itlelf.

Thefe confiderations, it may be acknowleged, do not carry

conviction ; but too many local difeafes are yet unexplained,

to leave any wonder if the caufe of this fhould yet remain

Plague.

All the improvements in the art of healing which modern

Europe can boaft as its own, are the refult of more frequent

experiment, and more patient and minute inveftigation, than

cxiftcd in the antient.

To conjecture ingenioufly is a matter of fmafl effort, and in

treating of what is properly the object of experiment, it is not

only
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only of no value, but often of dangerous refult But it is

fuited to the indolence of the human mind, and flattering to

perfonal vanity, which delights to perform much by a fingle

energy. Hence, an hypothefis fupported by fome infulated

fact, perhaps only by ipecious error, is often advanced with

warmth, and the mod important confiderations militating

againft it, arc forgotten, or warped to ferve the purpofe of

the inventor. Thus the increafe of the Nile was once confi-

dently attributed to the Etefian winds ; and the malady which

has fo often almoft depopulated Kahira, is flill by fome imagined

to proceed from the putrid depofition of its waters.

We have at length difpofed ourfelves to the habit of tracing

the caufc of difeafe, by combining a number of minute, and

often varying, fymptoms. A practice which, if correct in its

detail, can never but be accurate in its deductions. Relative

to the Plague, however, whofe very name diftracts the timid,

and appals even the courageous, our rcafonings and our deduc-

tions are quite of a different defcription. Refpecting its caufe,

all is conjecture. No experienced or well-informed practitioner

has watched the bed of the fick ; none has accurately examined

the different appearances which the difeafe affumcs in different

perfons, nor even in its different ftages, in the fame perfon.

Scarcely any, it is believed, has been tranquil enough to hear

patiently from the mouth of the fufferer an account of his fenfa-

tions, which, recounted by a third perfon, never fail to vary.

Where this malady appears, the phyfician and the prieft,

the pride of fcience and the fecurity of faith, confident and

t t boaftful
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boaftful when the patient alone is threatened, are both equally

alert in their efforts to efcape. The ignorant and unrefleding

Muflim, indeed, awe-ftruck, and refigned to the unalterable de-

cree of Fate, hangs over the couch of his expiring relative. But

the report, guided by prejudice, is likely to miflead, and the ob-

fervation can be of little value when the fole fentiment is ftupor.

Thus the Plague remains alraoft deftitute of a local habitation,

though it have a name in nofology.

Who can at this day determine, whether the peftilence men-

tioned by Thucydidcs be the fame as that of Modern Egypt

and Turkey? Or whether the epidemical dueafes, which have

for feveral centuries, at intervals ravaged different parts of the

Turkifli empire, have been all fpecifically the fame? The

Europeans frequenting the Levant, have written profound

treatiies on the plague, (imply from having feen a quantity of

dead bodies carried pad the doors of their houfes, which the

double optics of fear have occasionally magnified from 500 to

10,000.

The fads that appear chiefly to be afcertained relative to the

plague, are, ift, That the infection is not received but by

actual contact. In this particular, it would feem lefs formi-

dable than feveral other diforders. 2. That it is communicated

by certain fubftances, by others not, as by a woollen cloth,

or rope of hemp, but not by a piece of ivory, wood, or a rope

made of the date tree ; nor by any thing that has been com-

pletely immerfed in water. It would appear from the report of

the
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the Kahirine*, that no animal but man Is affeaed with this

diforder; though, it is faid, a cat paffing from an infe&cd

houfe, has carried the contagion. 3. That perfons have often

remained together in the fame houfe, and entirely under the

fame circumftances, of whom one has been attacked, and diedj

and the others never felt the fmalleft inconvenience. 4. That

a perfon may be affe&cd any number of times. 5. That it is

more fatal to the young than the old. 6. That no climate

appears to be exempt from it ;
yet, 7. that the extremes of

heat and cold both appear to be adverfe to it. In Conftan-

tinople it is often, but far from being always terminated by the

cold of winter, and in Kahira by the heat of fummer ; both

circumftances being, as may be conje&ured, the effedt of indif-

pofition for abforption in the fkin, unlefs it be fuppofed that in

the latter cafe, it may be attributed to the change the air under-

goes from the increafc of the Nile.

The firft fymptoms are faid to be third ; 2. cephalalgia
; 3. a

ftifT and uneafy fenfation, with rednefs and tumour about the

eyes } 4. watering of the eyes ; 5. white puftules on the tongue.

The more advanced fymptoms of buboes, foetor of the breath,

&c. &c are well known ; and I have nothing authentic to add

to them. Not uncommonly, all thefe have fucceffively (hewn

themfelves, yet the patient has recovered ; in which cafe, where

fuppuration has had place, the (kin always remains difcoloured,

commonly of a purple hue.—Many who have been bleeded in

an early ftage of the diforder, have recovered without any fatal

fymptoms ; but whether from that or any other caufe, does not

appear certain. The fame operation is reported to have been

t t 2 commonly
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commonly fatal in a late ftage. It is faid that embrocating the

buboes continually with oil has fometimes wrought a cure ; but

this remedy is fo difficult and dangerous for the operator, that

it would appear experiments muft yet be very defective. The

natives of Kahira are too fupine to feek for any remedy, and

too bigoted to avoid the danger.

The plague which happened in Egypt fo early as the year

1348, when Conftantinople was yet fubjeS to the Greek em-

peror, and Egypt in poffeffion of Mohammedans, may be fup-

pofed to have originated in the latter. But not to mention that

there were many other places from which it might be brought,

this fingle inftance, not given in detail, is infufficient to over-

throw the teftimony of the modern inhabitants, who with one

confent affirm, whether Mohammedans or Chriftians, that the

plague is not endemial in Egypt, but that all the inftances of

it which they are able to trace are proved to have been derived

from abroad.

The learned Dr. Mead has brought the plague from Ethiopia,

where famine and the fmall-pox indeed carry off numbers j but

wbcre the plague was never known to exift. It is not remem-

bered to have penetrated far into the Upper Egypt, except in

fome few inftances, when it was known to have been carried

thither by the boats from Kahira. No more is required to

account for its introduction into Egypt at this day, than the

admiffion, that it is never completely extinct at Conftantinople,

which, it feems, has fcarcely been denied.

The

!
'
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The imagination of one of our poets has drawn the pelli-

lence from the filth of Kahira, and the mud of the Nile. But,

not to mention that there is lefs difpofition to fermentation and

putrefaction in the atmofphere of Egypt, than in almoft any-

other that I have heard defcribed, Kahira is very far from

being impure. No ofFenfive fubftance remains in the ftreets

twenty-four hours j and even what is left to annoy paflengers

in London and Paris for months, is there carried away and

preferved for burning.

The mud of the Nile becomes dry in a very fhort fpace of

time after the water has left it, except in the canal (Chalige)

which is indeed not very odoriferous ; but fo far from emitting

peftilential exhalations, that the Franks who efpecially dwell

clofe to it, are never infected with the plague, and are in

general among the moft healthy of the inhabitants of that

metropolis.

Small-pox.

The fmall-pox is a difeafe much dreaded by the people of

Soudan, whether Moors or Negroes, and little lefs by the Be-

douins of Egypt. The Chriftians of Kahira are many of them

in the habit of inoculating. A few of the Mohammedans ufe

the lame practice. It is however almoft impoflible to perfuade

them to adopt our mode of treatment.

Inde-
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Independently of the general ill confequence of improper

management of the patient, the chief reafon of the extraor-

dinary fatality of this complaint among the negroes, appears

to be the thicknefs of the fkin, which refitting the effort of

nature to protrude the morbid matter to the furface, tends to

throw it back into the circulation. A proprietor of flaves, who

was rather anxious for the confervation of his property, than

fcrupulous in his attachment to religious prejudice, defired me
to inoculate five of them. A ftrong dofe of fenna was ad-

miniftered as preparative, and they were afterwards retrained

as to diet. Three of them had not in the whole forty puftules,

and foon recovered. The other two fuftered much j and the

eruption, though not confluent, proved fatal to one of them.

Whether he had caught it before, been improperly treated, or

whether it was the effect of habit of body, was not clear.

Thefe were of the true negro caft, called, Fertit. They were

all under twelve years of age.

Guinea Worm.

The Mohammedans of Fur, and the Arabs, call the idola-

ters in their neighbourhood Fertit, a c,j» improbus fuit).

The difeafe called the Guinea Worm is known among them by

the fame name. It is extremely common, and very trouble-

some to the flaves, and fometimes to free perfons. It is by

fome efteemed contagious, which however is rather furmifed

than certified. It confifts of a whitifti tumour, at firft hard and

painful. Often ihews itfelf about the knee, in the flefhy part

of
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of the thigh, and in the foot, juft below the inftep. As it is

matured, a fmall white worm appears, which is to be wound

off by degrees, and in coming out is followed by the difcharge

of purulent matter. If broken in tbe extraction, it is fome-

times very inconvenient, and often lafts four or even fix

months. There is no certain cure for this difeafe, which moft

frequently fhews itfelf in the beginning of winter, after the

rains ; but generally difappears at the commencement of the

hot feafon. It feems to originate in the water, which is replete

with animalcules, and which no care is ufed to purify.

They find by the termination of the tumour the extremity

of the worm, which they call uoidlad-el-FertU, and in that

fpot, puncture the fkin with a red-hot iron, which they con-

ceive forces it out ; but which always appeared to me a painful

operation, without any kind of efFed. There is obferved in

fome individuals a greater difpofition to this difeafe than in

others, but it is not confined to age, fex, or colour.

Scropbula.

The fcurvy is very uncommon in Egypt and Syria. In the

former I faw no inftance of it. In Dar-Fur I have obferved it

in the gums, but never any general domination of fcrophulous

humour appearing in the blood. As the tranfpiration is fel-

dom interrupted, and generally copious, it muft doubtlefs carry

off much of the acrid humours, and prevent tbeir accretion.

Salt provifions, which generate the fcurvy in the North of

Europe,
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Europe, arc aim oft unknown; and much of the diet of the

people confifts of vegetables. All thefe circumftances have their

influence, but none of them perhaps fo much as the Nile-water,

which is a perfect folvent ; and by the change of its component

parts during the incrcafe, has a particular tendency to throw off

impurities from the blood.

Sypbiru.

The difeafe which attacks the principle of generation, and

deftroys, in its fource, one among the few folaces with which

human life is fparingly diverfified, which the heroifm and the

philanthropy, or the ambition and the avarice, of Europeans

have propagated wherever the malign deftiny of other nations

has ordained that their dominion ihould be eftabliftied, does not

appear in Egypt with all the terrors that mark its courfc in

other countries.

The temperature, the air, the mode of living, perhaps

fimply the firft, which maintains continued tranfpiration, ren-

der it much milder in its effects than with us, or even in the

iflands of the Archipelago.

The inftitutes of the Prophet, indeed, have tended to dimi-

nifli promiscuous concubinage, yet there is no fuch deficiency

as to impede the propagation of the difeafe, if it were as viru-

lent as in other places.

Ulcers
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Ulcers of long duration, nofelefs faces, and all the difguft-

rag confequences of this malady are indeed occafionally vifible.

But they are in very fmall number, and notorioufly the refult

of extreme negligence, and of repeated infe&ion, where no

means have been employed to exterminate it.

It may truly he efteemed fortunate that this difeafe prevails

with no violence in Egypt, for its only certain remedy, mer-

cury, is there found much lefs efficacious than in the more

temperate latitudes. Adminiftercd even in fmaller dofes than

in Europe, it is faid ptyalifm is either produced very eatly, or

it paffes off with the faxes, without any vifible effect.

A Frank practitioner of Kahira, accuftomed to the climate,

ordered two drams of Mercury in thirty pills, with Gum
Arabic and Syrup of Cichory, to be taken one a day. In this

cafe, he declared, that the pills having been adminiftered

during the firft feven days, and then, with the intermiffion of

three days, two having been given each day for five days more,

had produced no vifible effect on the difeafe, but paffed off by

ftool. In other cafes he had known much fmaller dofes, in

the fpace of two days, had caufed inflammation of the falivary

glands, and he was obliged to abandon the ufe of it, and have

recourfe to other means of cure.

The natives, who are unacquainted with the ufe of mercury,

and indeed of minerals in general as employed internally, are

yet provided, as they fay, with efficacious remedies for the

venereal difeafe. They ufe flax oil, frefli, as it is expreffed,

u u from
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from the feed. A Greek, who was in the fervice of Murad

Bey as a mariner, [gakongij) and who was known to me in

Kahira, had been infected, and on applying to a Frank phyn-

cian, was told that it would be neceflary immediately to ufe

mercurials. The man was not inclined to confinement or to

regimen, and went to a Copt at Jize, who profefled to relieve

the lick. This man ordered him to take two coffee-cups of

flax oil every morning falling, and directed no regimen, but

that of keeping himfelf warm. The Greek obferved none, for

he continued freely the ufe of aqua vita, and even facrificed to

Venus, (for perfons who have been once infected and fully

cured, are, it is faid, in no fear of reinfection,) and was often in

the heat of the fun. He had continued this method for two

months, when a general eruption took place over his body,

but chiefly about the head and glands of the throat. In this

condition I faw him. His Efculapius ordered him to cover the

puftules of his face with a kind of red earth, found in fome

parts of Egypt. They gradually became dry, and came off

without leaving any mark. At the end of the third month

from the time he had applied to the Copt, and one month after

the appearance of the eruption, the man was in perfect health,

and the fkin had completely recovered its tone and polifh.

In the cure of the fimple gonorrhea, a decoction of mallows

is commonly ufed, and they feem to place their chief confi-

dence in diuretics. I never heard of an injection, but from

thole who were acquainted with European practice. Certain

herbs and roots macerated, are applied locally in cafe of inflam-

mation and tenfion (chordee).

Shankers
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Shankers, &c. externally, are repeatedly walhed with foap and

water, and then kept covered with the red earth above men-

tioned. I never faw the effect, but the cure is faid to be

rapid.

In Dar-Fur I have not obferved the venereal difcafe more

formidable than in Egypt. I law a few individuals who were

mutilated in the organs of generation by its effects.

The old women, who are phyficians in ordinary, ufe a decoc-

tion of certain roots, of which I never came at the knowlege,

infufed in bouza
t
which appear to operate fuccefsfully. Gleets

are frequent ; and continued indulgence produces early debility

and impotence.

The great advantages of the ttuvcs, or warm baths, is evident

in very many inftances in Kahira. But it is difficult to admit

Savary's aflertion (vol. i. p. 108) in its full extent, viz. that they

operate as a radical cure of the venereal difeafe. They doubt-

lefs afluage many of its graver fymptoms.

In no country are pulmonary difeafes more rare than in

Egypt, which could not happen if the baths had any tendency

to caufe them.

Ltprofy.

The leprofy is more frequent in Syria than in Egypt. It

exifts however in the latter country, with all its concomitants

u u 2 of



332 TRAVELS IN AFRICA,

of fwelled and diftorted joints, a livid, fpotted, parched, and

cracked (kin, &c.

I have feen it under all its forms of Borrasy Jiddam y
&c. In

Kahira there is no provifion for the unhappy fufferers, who are

allowed to beg about the ftreets, but forbidden by their religion

from the contact of others, and excluded from fociety by an

inefficient police. I have heard of a cure of the leprofy in its

worft ftagc, by the ufe of corrofive fublimate in fmall dofes.

The natives feem not to know any fpecific.

In Dar-Fur, the Borras
y
which is not uncommon, gives to

the blacks the appearance of being pycbald, changing to white

both the fkin and hair. A cafe of, what I was convinced was

Jidddmy beginning in the hands, was cured under my obferv-

ation by a flave, a native of the kingdom called Baghermi
x

but the means he had ufed he could not be prevailed on to

difclofe.

Bile.

Complaints proceeding from too copious fecretion of bile are

extremely common both in Egypt and Dar-Fur. Murar
y
the

bile, or gall, is the generic name for all difeafes of this kind, at

leaft in their nafcent ftate ; for they are not folicitous in the

choice of names, till diftinct appearances teach them to feek a

more characteriftic appellation. There feems to be no efficacious

remedy for thefe maladies, and therefore they take their courfe ;

and
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and all the inconveniences confequent upon them are common,

and increafed by general inattention to diet.

The tubbal, or tcbbal, deriving its name from the fpleen,

morbusJplencticus, is very frequent. One of its outward fymp-

toms is a tumor hard to the touch, but Subject to increafe and

diminution, in the neighbourhood of the fpleen, and general

inflation in the fupra-umbilical region.

In Egypt Christians and the Iefs fcrupulous Mohammedans ufc

aqua vita to remove the prefent fenfation. It operates as an

anodyne, which is all they feek. In Dar-Fur the leaves of

fenna pulverifed, and, by admixture with honey, formed into

balls, (the common cathartic,) is the only medicine adminis-

tered with any falutary effect I found James's powder of great

fervice to thofe with whom it operated as an emetic. The

distention of the fpleen prevents the ftomach from receiving a

proper quantity of food, yet the inclination for food is undi-

minished.

The liver being rendered incapable of its functions, by re-

peated extravafations of bile, the blood, which at all times cir-

culates flowly from the fpleen through that gland, now much

retarded, occafions fchirrofities of the fpleen, and at length per-

fectly Stagnant in and diftending it, it becomes corrupted by the

feces contained in the colon near it, and begins to putrify. In

this Slate the difeafe frequently terminates in death. But thefe

fchirrofities fometimes remain for years, without producing any

very dangerous fymptoms.

The
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The paffage of the bile into the interlines being intercepted,

having paffed from the gall bladder to the liver, it at length re-

turns to the blood, which occafions thejaundice, another difeafe

not uncommon among the Furians, termed by them Sqfafir, and,

among the blacks, firft vifible in the eyes.

To alleviate the effects of any unufual increafe of the cyAic

bile, the natron of the country is very efficacious.

Tenia,

From the nature of their diet, which confifts in a great de-

gree of vegetables and fruits, with a large portion of fugar,

honey, &c. the inhabitants of Egypt, of all denominations, are

particularly fubject to the Tenia or tape-worm {Dud Ar.) I have

feen pieces of vaft length preferved by the European phyficians,

who yet appear to have found no fpecific for it. The natives

miflake the fymptoms of this difeafe, afcarides, &c. for diftinct

maladies, and treat them accordingly. The commonalty, Jews,

and devout Chriftians, who unremittingly ufe infalubrious food

during their fajls, are mod affected with it, though none are

exempt. In thofe who are thus incommoded, a tumor com-

monly appears about the navel, and difcoloration of the fkin

next the eyes.

Bruce feems to be of opinion, that the great prevalence of

worms, with which the Abyflins are much afflicted, proceeds

from
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from the common ufe of raw meat. Not to mention that it is

not yet proved that the habitual ufe of raw meat generates

worms in the human inteftincs, that complaint cannot well be

more common than among the people of Egypt, who never ufe

meat but when fully prepared by fire.

Hernia.

Ruptures are common in Egypt, chiefly among the lower or-

ders, particularly the boatmen, few of whom are feen without a

greater or lefs degree of this dangerous accident, and to many

of whom it is fatal. Their life is almoft amphibious, and it

may in fomc meafure be the effect of the pendent fituation of

the parts ; but it feems chiefly to arifc from the exertions they

are obliged to make in lading and unlading their boats, and

propelling them, as frequently happens, by applying their moul-

ders. In the people of this city, who carry heavy loads on their

backs, and raife great weights, it is alfo common. Clumfy and

ineffectual trufTes are made in Kahira, which rather diftrefs and

embarrafs than relieve or fecure the patient. The fcrotum is

fometimes cauterized, and with effect, if the inteftincs be not in-

carcerated. In Dar-Fur this dri'eafe is uncommon
; yet it is

fometimes feen there.

Hydrocele.

The hydrocele is remarkably frequent in Syria, and, above all,

in the town of Beirut. It is alfo frequent in Egypt, but moft

among
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among the Chriflians of both countries. Some attribute it to

the Nile water; others to the air; others to the ufe, or rather

abufe of aqua vita ; others to food of a particular kind : none

of which fecms to be the real caufe. The natives of both countries

have a method of inciding fecurely, which difcharges the water,

and of courfe produces temporary relief : but the malady is ra-

pidly regenerated. The only radical cure is the actual cautery,

which, though unfldlfully, is yet fuccefsfully applied to fuch

patients as are bold enough to encounter the danger.

Hamorrboides and Fiftula in ano.

The ha:morrhoides (bowasir) are very common both in Egypt

and Dar-Fitr. In the latter, they cure them by the cautery.

The Fiflula in ano is alfo fecn there, and is cured by a topical

application, but without incifion.

Apoplexy.

I have known two inftances in Dar-Fur of what appeared to

me to be apoplexy. The one was of a male Have, about fixtccn

years of age, the other of a man about forty ; both of them of

plethoric habit. The boy dropped down fenfelefs, after having

been ftanding near a large fire in cool weather. Pulfation

ceafed, and a great haemorrhage took place from the noftrHs.

After one hour and a half he expired. Bleeding was recom-

mended to the proprietor, but the by-ftanders would not confent,

faying
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fcying it was Sbeitan, the devil had poffefled him. The man
was dead before I faw him ; much extravafated blood appeared

about him. He had been at work in the fun. The coup-dc-folcily

properly fo called, does not often occur. When much expofed

in walking or at work, they protect their head from the ill effe&

of the ray6 defcending perpendicularly, by winding their Hurt

round it, and leaving the trunk uncovered.

Umbilical ruptures.

Among the flaves, and even free pcrfons in Dar-Fur, promi-

nencies of the navel, and umbilical ruptures, of greater or lefs

magnitude, are very common. Though the chord be remarked

to be larger in the negroes than with us, this circumftance mull

probably be occafioned by ignorance, carelefnefs, or fome mif-

management at the birth. It does not appear to be attended

with pofitive inconvenience. The chord, when divided, is here

cauterized as in Egypt.

Accouchement.

The accouchemens of the Arabian females are remarkably

eafy. There are ftories of the Bedouin women fitting down

near a water and delivering thcmfelves. Certain it is, that both

the Mohammedan and Coptic females in the cities and towns are

equally averfe from the attendance of a man on thefe occafions;

x x and
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and however unflrilful the accoucheufes may be imagined, few

accidents have place.

The women of Fur, in like manner, are aflifted by their own
fex, and are feldom long confined : yet nature fecms to render

child-bearing more difficult to them than to the Egyptians, and

their care after delivery is not always fuch as to prevent both the

mother and the child from fuffering. I have known fcveral in-

ftances where cold caught after the accident has proved of ferious

confequcnces to the mother.

Hydrophobia,

The rabies canina, or hydrophobia, is either very unufual or

entirely unknown both in Egypt and Fur. I never heard of

an inftance of it in either country, which appears not entirely

unworthy of remark, not only as multitudes of dogs are found

in each, which in many inftances can have no accefs to water,

to the want of which was once vulgarly attributed that dreadful

malady, but as one fad more in the feries which muft finally

conduct us to its caufe.

Idea of Orientals resetting remedies.

Among the inhabitants of Egypt and Africa the claffification

of remedies is remarkably fimple. They have only two grand

divi/ions, wb,>-« refrigerants, and heating medicines. They

cfteem
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efteem all the former beneficial, and the latter generally perni-

cious : Co that if the moft fkilful phyfician were to prefcribe for

his patient what the latter fuppofed to poflfefs an heating qua-

lity, it would be impoflible to perfuade him to ufe it.

Phlebotomy.

Scarification, or fuperficial incifion of the fkin, is commonly

recurred to for various difeafes, and at all ages, from two years

till fixty. The head, breaft, loins, legs, are all fubjecled to this

fimple and apparently little efficacious treatment. Sometimes,

however, violent and obftinate pains in the head, proceeding

from extraordinary exertion, and other caufes, are removed by

fuperficial] y inciding the fkin, near the coronal future, which

occafions a fufficient difcharge of blood.

The other mode of bleeding is by horns, prepared for that

purpofe, which operate on the fame principle as our cupping

glaffes. Thefc are applied in a very fimple manner, and with-

out occafioning any pain, remove fuch quantity of blood, as the

operator judges necefTary. Auhefion is produced by applying

the mouth to the fmaller aperture of the horn, which, when this

is accomplifhed, is flopped. The incifion is commonly made

with a razor.

X X 2 Bruifes.
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Drui/ej.

The bitumen found in the mummy pits is diflblved with hot-

ter by the Egyptians, and not only applied externally, but taken

inwardly, in large dofes, for bruifes and wounds j it is faid to

have a furprifing effedt.

Petroleum,

Petroleum, which is brought from the weftern (hore of the

Arabian gulf, near to Suez, is taken inwardly as well as out-

wardly applied, and is much efteemed.

Bezoar.

The Orientals have ftill great confidence in the bezoar, or

benzoar. For a fmall one they arc, not unfrequently, contented

to pay a fum equal to feven guineas. Even the European phy-

ficians adminifter it in fome cafes pulverifed, as an alterative, and,

as they fay, with fuccefs.

Sal ammoniac.

Perhaps none of the drugs of Egypt is more extenfively ufe-

ful than fal ammoniac. That medicine feems, as it were, a fpe-

cific,
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cific, carefully provided, for the prevailing difeafes of the country.

Ading mildly, both as a carminative and diuretic, nothing is more

effectual to remove the cephalalgia and laflitude often experienced

during the great heat, which precedes the Nile's augmentation,

than a few drops of this fpirit taken in water. Pulmonary com-

plaints, occafioned by bad air, the fuffocating heat of the foutherly

winds at certain fcafons, and the ill effect of fudden tranfition

from the burning heat of the fun to the chilling nocturnal dew,

are often relieved by it. It might even be fuggefted, that as re-

gular and continued tranfpiration fecms very adverfe to peftilen-

tial infection, a proper ufe of fp. faU ammon. might not be

wholly contemptible as an antidote to its infection.

•

uipbrodijiaes*

No part of the materia medica is fo much in requifition as

thofe which ftimulate to animal pleafure. The tacertafcincus,

in powder, and a thoufand other articles of the fame kind, are

in continual demand. For this chiefly fields are fown with

bajhijby the bang of the Eaft Indies. It is ufed in a variety of

forms, but in none, it is fuppofed, more efficacioufly than what

is in Arabic called Maijun
t

a kind of electuary, in which both

men and women 1 indulge to excels. The impotence of age, and

the languor of fatiety or difeafe, ponder in vain the oracles of

the defcendant of Ifmail, for the invigorating influence of the

benign deity of Canopus.

:
,
p, -

CbaraSferiJlics
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CbaraBcriflict of the negroes.

A great and (Inking difference as to the firmnefs and denfity

of the fkin, between the negro and the white, whether it may

or may not be calledfpec'tficy as far as relates to the animal, is

the caufe of fevcral peculiarities, as well when they are in health

as under the power of difeafe. In all cutaneous maladies, or

fuch as ultimately relieve thcmfclves by fuppuration, the fuf-

ferings of the blacks are exceflive. Blows of the whip, which

in a white fubjed would become encyfted tumors, difcharge, dry

up, heal, and difappear in a few weeks, often remain in a negro

more than a year.

The bright red colour of the mufcular fibres, an apparently

ftronger power of contraction, and the whitenefs, folidity, and

weight of the bones, conftitute other peculiarities. The eyes

have generally very diftinft vifion. There are few inftances of

myopes, and blindnefs is very uncommon. The teeth are white

and firm ; they rarely complain of odontalgia, and retain their

teeth to old age. Both the Furians and neighbouring negroes

are attentive to preferve them clean, which is done by rubbing

them with the fmall fibrous branches of the tree called Sbaw.

NatrSn.

Natron is much ufed as a veterinary medicine.

As

Digitized by Google



EGYPT, AND SYRIA. 343

As often as the camels, horfes, afles, fheep, &c. drink, a large

piece of it U put into the trough of water. The natives conceive

that it renders them more eager of their food, and thus tends

to fatten them. Some camels refufe it, but in general they

acquire a preference for that water which is moft ftrongly im-

pregnated. When they refufe it, the natron is pulverized,

formed into balls, with the flour of maize, and forced down their

throats before they drink.

For the human race natron is ufed to remove the head-achs,

intermittent and remittent fevers, &c. which prevail during the

rainy feafon. Two or three ounces of crude natron are dif-

folved in water, and taken falling. It operates as a draftic

purge, and with fome as an emetic. With robuft and plethoric

habits, there feems to be no inconvenience from the ufc of it,

but I experienced from it an unfavourable rather than beneficial

effect.

j* * • • . *

Tamarinds.

The tamarind, Tbummara Hindi* one of the moft ufeful as

well as valuable of the productions of the country, fupplies the

want of many others. In defect of lemons and other acids, this

fruit, mixed with water, conftitutes an agreeable and refrefhing

drink. When dried by beating in a mortar, it is formed into

cakes, each of 2 or 300 drams in weight. The decoction of it

• Thummara Hindi means fimply Fruit of Mia, not dale, as infinuated by the

learned author of the Botanical Ot/trvationt, in Afiatic Reftarcbtt, vol. iv. p. 250.
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is a mild cathartic, and alfo operates as a diaphoretic ; and the

natives attribute to it fuperior virtue as an antidote againft cer-

tain poifons.

Location.

Savary remarks, that in Egypt each mother affords nourifli-

ment to her own infant, even in compliance with a command

of the Prophet, and that this prevents many difeafes. No doubt

can exift that the milk of the mother, long focreted and re-

ferved for the child, is the proper nourifliment at the birth, and

by its acrid quality tends to facilitate the evacuation of the

fxces, accumulated during the period of geftatton, much better

than any thing that can be fubftituted in its room. But when

this effect is once produced, in many cafes the milk of any other

woman may be better than that of the mother
;
nay, that of the

mother may be infalubrious h prtneipio ; and it is as yet far from

being proved, that the milk of the mother is in all cafes the beft

poffible milk for the child.

* •

If the mother abftain not from the male embrace, and be-

come gravid, the milk becomes, as is well known, poifon to the

offspring.—The Arabic language has even a fingle word to

exprefs, qua laQans confuefcit vfroy
which they conceive ex-

tremely injurious.

Op\um%
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Opium {Ar. stpbiiim).

The ufe of opium, as is well known, is carried to exccfs in

Conftantinople. Some perfons have fo long accuftomed them-

felves to that powerful drug, that a dofe of two drams, or more,

will have no effect in exhilarating them, or producing that

agreeable ftupor which they feek. In fuch cafes, they will

fwallow, in a convenient vehicle, feveral grains, to the amount,

it is faid, of ten, of corrofive fublimate of mercury, as a

ftimulus.

This effect of opium, as an antidote to one of the ftrongeft

mineral poifons, appears incredible, and would fcarcely have

been related, but on authority the lead queftionable. A reflec-

tion has in confequence forced itfelf on me, which I offer as a

query. Mithridates, king of Pontus, is faid to have fo fortified

himfelf with antidotes, that when misfortune obliged him to

have rccourfe to poifon to terminate his exiftencc, though re-

peatedly adminiftercd to him, under different forms, it had no

effect. Pontus, at that time no lefs than at prefent, furniftSed

the bcfl opium. Could Mithridates have ufed any antidote fo

powerful ? And was not this effect of that drug more likely to

be known in its native country than any where elfe ? It may

poffibly be replied, that mineral poifons were not then in ufe,

and that to the fmull number of vegetable ones then known,

many other antidotes, capable of producing the fame effect,

might have been found. It is not however enquired, whether

Y y fingle
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fingle antidotes might not have been found to obviate the in-

fluence of diftind poifons, but what could produce fo complete

a change in the human body, as that no poifon mould have any

effect on it?

Ctrcumcijton.
i

The praaicc of circumcifion may be traced to fuch remote

antiquity, that its origin baffles all refearch : yet apparently its

hiltory has not received all the ill aft rat ion of which it is capa-

ble from a diligent collection of facts. It has been afcribed to

the ftructurc of the organs, in certain countries, which it is faid

impede coition, or facilitate the appearance of morbid fymp-

toms. But what may have been perfectly true of individuals, it

may perhaps not be permitted to aflume with regard to a

whole nation, much lefs with relation to the inhabitants of an

cxtenfive region.

Among the Furians circumcifion appears to be no other than

a religious ceremony, performed in compliance with an exprefs

command of the author of their faith ; and it is very doubtful

whether it was ever practifed among them before their conver-

fion to Mohammedifm. It is now often neglected till the male

have attained the age of eighteen or more years, and this omif-

fion feems to be confidered by them as a matter of indifference j

nor are there perfons who habitually and regularly exercife that

art, as in Egypt and other Mohammedan countries.
<

Exc'tfion.
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Excifion.

The excifion of females is a peculiarity with which the

Northern nations are lefs familiar : yet it would appear, that

this ufage is more evidently founded on phyfical caufes, and is

more clearly a matter of convenience, than the circumcifion of

males, as it feems not to have been ordained by the precept of

any infpired legiflator. A practice fo widely diffufed, it may be

faid, was hardly invented but to remedy fome inconvenience

commenfurate in its extent. But, if fo, how happens it that one

race of idolatrous negroes, near Fur, has a habit of extracting

two or more of the front teeth of children before puberty r

That it is cuftomary with another race, in the fame quarter, to

file the teeth to a point * ? that other nations cut open a fe-

cond mouth ? and innumerable other Angularities which prevail

among favages, and are as little to be reduced to any principle

of convenience or utility.

This excifion is termed in Arabic Chafadh yd**., and the

perfon who performs it **i»U.. It confifts in cutting off the

clitoris a little before the period of puberty, or at about the age

of eight or nine years f.

orraoo

* This is obfcrvablc in many of the (laves. They feem to efteem it a beamy.

In filing the teeth, they alfo force the gums from them, to make them appear

longer . uic iccvn, in mis caic luucr ancoioraiion, our ao not appear to unacrgo

a confequent decay.

f Qui Africx aut Afix plagis peragratis, primi hunc erfecandi morem Occi-

dent .i lib us nanayere au&ores, ab ore incolanun re accept*, et noYitate ejus per-

II J culfi,
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Strabo is apparently the firft who mentions this cuftom, which

is neverthelefs undoubtedly very antient. Lib. xvii.

KOtl TO. TTatdiX TTtpTtfiVtlP, r. x I T* .?r>.lz Hc)tfX,ytlV, &C.

By the terms very well marking the diftindtion between this

operation and the circumcilion of males.

The Mohammedans of Egypt conceive it to have no con-

nection with their religious creed. Similar are faid to be the

fentiments of the Chriftians of Habbefh. In Dar-Fur many

women, particularly among the Arabs, never undergo excifion:

yet it has not been my fate to fee or hear of any of thofc

xXarcpiStg fttyaXeu which are fuppofed to have brought it into

vogue.

Thirteen or fourteen young females underwent yii*: in an

houfe where I was. It was performed by a woman, and fome

of them complained much of the pain, both at and after it.

They were prevented from locomotion, but permitted to eat

meat. The parts were warned every twelve hours with warm
water, which profufc fuppuration rendered neceflary. At the

end of eight days the greater part were in a condition to walk,

and liberated from their confinement. Three or four of them

remained under reftraint till the thirteenth day.

culfi, de modo excifionis totaczlo errare folent, nymphas exfecari perhibentes :

prorfus incpte quidem, fed fepta pudicitia vitam agentibtu, nunquam illU nudam

vclc longinquo vidifle, multo minils mulicbria attrcdtavUTe, uti manifeftum, con-

tigcrat.
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It often happens that another operation accompanies that of

excifion, which is not, like the latter, practifed in Egypt, viz.

producing an artificial impediment to the vagina, with a view

to prevent coition. This happens moft frequently in the cafe

of flaves, whofe value would be diminifhed by impregnation,

or even by the neceflary refult of coition, though unaccompa-

nied by conception. But it is alfo adopted towards girls who
are free ; the impulfe being too ftrong to be counteracted by

any lefs firm impediment. This operation, like the former, is

performed at all ages from eight to fixteen, but commonly from

eleven to twelve ; nor are they who undergo it always virgins.

In fome the parts are more eafily formed to cohere than in

others. There are cafes in which the barrier becomes fo

firm, that the embrace cannot be received but by the previous

application of a fharp inftrument *.

Among fome tribes of blacks, there exills a practice of pierc-

ing the fkin in certain forms by way of ornament.—Each of

the punctures leaves an indelible fear, as distinctive as colour,

which is not ufed. This practice, which is of the fame de-

fcription as that of fome of the South-fea iflands, is ufed on the

face, breaft, loins, &c

The blacks who are caflrated for the ufc of Kahira or Con-

ftantinople, undergo that operation in the Upper Egypt, before

* Quoties autcm confibulatio fortior meatus etiam urinarii aditum clandere

minetur, pluma rel oflea quudam tubula adhibita, illam in ore ureihrae inferunt,

ibidemque tcnent, ufque dum canalis mujoris aditui amplius invigilarc iron fit

opus.

their



3SO TRAVELS IN AFRICA,

their arrival at the former; fome families, there refident, having

the hereditary exercife of this antient practice.

The numbers which undergo it are not very confiderable,

and it is fatal only to a very fmall proportion of them.

Thole flaves which are emafculated for the cxclufive ufc of

the Furian monarch fuffer within his palace.
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CHAP. XXII.

FINAL DEPARTURE FROM KAHIRA, AND JOURNEY TO
JERUSALEM.

Voyage down the Nile to Damiatt—Vegetation—Papyrus—Com-

merce—Cruelty of the Mamluk government—Voyage to Taffe

—Defcription of Yaffe—Rama—jferufalem— Mendicants'—

Tombs ofthe kings—Bethlehem—Agriculture—Naplqfa—Sama-

ria—Mount Tabor,

tT a . i no engaged a can]:a, or fmall boat, to fall down the

Nile from Kahira to Damiatt, I departed on Friday the 2d of

December 1796. No occurrences worthy of particular com-

memoration happened during this little voyage, but we pafled

feveral towns of confiderable note, among which may be men-

tioned Manfura, remarkable for the defeat of St. Louis ; a cir-

cumftance preferved in the name which denotes, The place of

viffory. Its condition is flourifhing, owing to its being a Ration

on the road between Kahira and Damiatt; and it was then

governed by a Caflief deputed by Ibrahim Bey. The mofques

amount to feven, which is the only circumflance I can offer

relative to its population, my (lay there having been only for a

few hours.

Siftc
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Sifte and Miet Ghrammer are on the fame route, about half

way between Kahira and Manfura, and fituated on oppofite

banks of the Nile. Both are towns of the fecond order, and

abounding with people, chiefly Mohammedans, very few

Copts refiding there. The river is here narrow but deep, not

exceeding three hundred yards in breadth; and it may not

be improper to remark in general concerning that celebrated

It ream, that its greateft breadth, when free from inundation,

may be eftimated at feven hundred yards, or fomething more

than one third of a mile. Where narrowed, the diftance

between the banks may be one hundred yards. The depth

from three to twenty-four feet.

That channel of the Nile which extends from Kahira to

Damiatt is in general free from windings, and is interfperfed

with a few fmall iflands.

There are feveral populous towns in the Delta, of which

Mehallc-el-Kebir is the chief. In point of population it is

laid to be equal to Damiatt. The next in confideration are

probably Semmenud and Menuf.

To form a general idea of the Delta, the reader may con-

ceive a vaft plain, interfered in all directions, by minute

channels, (the canal of Menuf being almoft the only important

ftream,) by which and by pumps the interfaces are watered,

and brought to the utmoft fertility. As to real inundation on

the rife of the Nile, that muft be regarded as confined to a fmall

fpace bordering on the fea.
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On the 5th of the fame month I arrived at Damiatt. This

noted port prefents an agreeable afpeft on the firft approach

from the South, the town being built fomewhat in the form

of a crefcent on a gentle bend of the river, and being fur-

rounded with cultivated lands, which extend to the large lake

called Manzale. The diftance from the fea is about fix miles,

and there is a bar acrofs the Nile, fo that veflels are obliged to

have part of their cargo fent after them in fmall boats, and put

on board after they have pall the bar.

Damiatt is blcflcd with a foil almoft unrivalled, and ex-

uberant in orange and lemon trees, and other rich vegetation

of the Eaft, which would prefent an appearance very ftriking

to a traveller accuftomed to an Englifh winter. Nor were my
emotions unpleafant at here beholding, for the firft time, the

celebrated Papyrus^ pufliing its green fpikes through the mud
of the adjacent ditches *.

This plant formerly abounded fo much in the vicinity of

Damiatt, that it was profaned, fo to fpeak, in the fabrication

of fleeping mats, which were tranfported to different parts of

Lower Egypt. But of late years, by the facred ignorance

and fupinc neglect of the Mamluks, who regard themfclvcs as

merely tenants for life, and delapidate at will this noble domain,

the channel of the Nile, which ought to flow to Damiatt, pur-

• In the neighbourhood of Damiatt the Papyrus is termed tl-BtrJI. An-
other name is alfo given it, evidently derived from the term in ufe among us,

El-Babtr.

'£ z fuing
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Aung the ftraker courfe offered to it by the canal of Menuf,

deferted its bed, and left accefs to the fea-water. Hence the

plants of papyrus, as well as the other vegetables, were de-

prived of the prolific influence of the Nile, and expired in the

noxious effluvia of a marine niarfh. I was told by an European

there, who had redded between thirty and forty years, that

the papyrus ufed to attain the height of eight, nine, or more

feet. The ftem was about an inch or more in diameter ; and

of fuch fubftance as to ferve my informer and his fon for walk-

ing-fticks.

The gardens of Damiatt contain fome mulberry trees and

plantains. The Tctbymalus
% wart-weed, is found there in great

quantity. Scammony is not uncommon. The Eaft fide of the

river, from Damiatt to the North extremity of the coaft, confifts

of fand hills, and moft part of the way is lined with reeds.

Among the crops of Lower Egypt in particular muft not be

forgotten the Lucerne, Birsim
y
which grows with furprifing

luxuriance.

Damiatt is vivified by a confiderable trade, being the depot

between Egypt and Syria, and the mart of all the productions

of the Delta
;
exporting particularly rice and flax to Syria, and

importing cotton in return, which is manufadured there and in

other parts of Egypt. Its European commerce is very incon-

fiderable : fome Venetian and Ragufan veflels bring fmall car-

goes of cochineal, and other commodities. Formerly there

were
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were federal French merchants, but their ufual mifconducl: with

regard to the fex occafioned their expulfion.

Of an antient round building, called the Tower of St. Louis,

which was (landing in Niebuhr's time, and which till of late

exifted at Damiatt, nothing now remains but a piece of brick

wall, which was on the outfide of the fofs, and of which the

mortar is no Ids hard than the brick. The remainder of the

materials were applied by Mohammed Bey Abu-dhahab to the

ftructure, which his fear of the Ruffians induced him to erect,

at a great expenfe, at the extremity of the fhore. It was not

fufficient to build this fort on the firm ground, neareft the

mouth of the river ; he chofe to lay the foundation in the land

and mud, at the extreme point of land on the eaftern fide

;

and though now from the ftrength of the foundation a part

remains, much has fallen, and the reft is furrounded by, and

under water.

There arc two mounts of ruins near the Eaftern extremity

of the town, on the mod Northern of which is a piece of brick

wall remarkably ftrong, which is reported to have been part

of an ancient caftle. From this elevation is feen the field of

battle between the Chriftians and Saracens, in which St. Louis

was, according to the Arabs, taken prifoner. It is called the

JkU of blood, as the conflid is reprefented as having been fo

obftinate, that the earth and water were Gained with blood for

a con fide rabl e time after.

zz z There
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There is nothing farther worthy of remark in this town,

except two mofques. One of them is a rich foundation of the

fame nature as the Jama-cl-Azbert which it is faid maintains

five or fix hundred poor fhechs, many of whom are blind or

paralytic. The other is an old and famous mofque, which has

been raifed, as is faid, on the ruins of a Chriftian church, part

of which is reported to exift under the building. Even the

mofque itfelf is now deferted, and in a great meafure fallen to

ruin ; the door which leads to the paflage below is bricked

up, fo that I could make no obfervations on that part. The
mofque is fpacious, and contains a great number of marble

columns. I obferved, however, only one of porphyry, and

one of red granite. The reft are of common blue and white^

and yellow and white marble ; one of the latter is reported to

have the virtue of curing the jaundice ; and for this purpofe

the poor people afFcded with this diforder fcrape it and drink

the powder, which is in fuch repute that a confiderable cavity

may be obferved in the column. Another fine porphyry column

I was told was lately carried away by a Mokaddem of the Bey,

employed in collecting his rents here, for the purpofe of form-

ing a tomb for himfelf. The population of Damiatt may be

partly conceived from the number of its mofques, which are

fuppofed to be fourteen. There is alfo a Greek convent, in

which ftrangers are lodged, there being no caravanferai in the

place.

The lake Manzale is of very confiderable extent, being fome-

what more than thirty miles in length, and is navigated by a

number
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number of fmall veflels employed in fiftiing, and in carrying

the people to and from the iflands. The fifti called Buri, a

kind of mullet, particularly abounds ; it is falted and dried at

Damiatt, whence it is conveyed through the Lower Egypt

and Syria, and even to Cyprus. It affords an infipid and infa-

lubrious meal ;
yet is much ufed by the common people, efpe-

cially by the Chriftians in their frequent fafts. The defert

iflands. interfperfitd in the lake are haunted by numbers of

aquatic birds, which migrate thither in autumn and winter:

they are enfnared in nets, and furnifh a livelihood to many of

the lower clafs of the people, who fell them in the markets.

The water of this lake is brackifli, but not very fait. Where

the moft eafterly branch of the Nile fell into it, ftill remain

fome ruins of the antient city of Tanis, which I had not an

opportunity of vifiting. <" .
•

A circumftance had recently occurred, tending to paint the

character of the people under the Mamluk government. A
Caflief, but not of the higheft order, under Murad Bey, who
had been difgraced a fliort time before, retired to Damiatt to

avoid his mailer's anger. He had not long refided there, when,

having heard more favourable tidings, he made an inquiry for

fome per ibn
,
capable of exchanging for him a fum in Turkifh

money, for the like in that of Europe current in the country.

Accordingly three Jews were found who promifed to fupply

him according to his defire. They went round the city, and

borrowed much in addition to what they already pofieffed, and

at length carded to the Cafhef to the amount of between five

and
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and fix thoufand patackes. He was no fooncr furnHhed with

the money, than he dire&ed the Jews to be murdered, and hie

boats being ready, caufed their bodies to be packed in baikcts,

and put into a fmali boat of his train. He then fet off for

Kahira. On arriving at a village a little way up the river, the

balkets were difembarked, and he ordered them to be fafely

lodged till further directions ihould be given. It was fome

time before the villagers took notice of the packages, or dared

to open them in the abfence of the owner. But at length hav-

ing obferved a quantity of blood near one of them, and enter-

taining fufpicions, they opened the three, and news were imme-

diately carried to Damiatt that the three Jews had been found

in this condition. Thofe under whofe cognizance fuch acci-

dents are, made a memorial of the whole affair to Murad Bey.

He replied only by loud laughter, faying, " Are they not

three dogs ? There is an end of them.*'

It mull not be omitted that at Damiatt there is a conuderable

manufactory of cotton and linen clothes, for the ufe of the baths

and other domeftic purpofes.

On the 19th of January 1797, I embarked on board a little

merchant veffel, trading to the coaft of Syria, and commanded

by an Arab. Owing to the ftormy weather, and the unfkilful-

neli of the mariners, no fmall danger was incurred in the voyage,

and wc were conftrained to throw overboard a part of the

cargo, which confifted in rice and raw hides. Another veffel,

which failed in company, was loft that fame night.

After
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After a navigation of five days, I arrived at Yaffe\ The firft

land wc had difcovered was the mountain of Ghaza.

YafFe" prefents an object rather extraordinary in the Levant,

a good wharf. The fituation of the town is fo unequal, that

the ftreets arc paved in fteps. The air, formerly deemed in-

falubrious, has, by the draining of fome adjacent marines, been

rendered perfectly healthy
;

but, on the other hand, the ex-

tenfive groves of orange and lemon trees, which adorned the

vicinity, have been deftroyed in the ficges undertaken by AH
Bey and his fucceflfor Mohammed Abu-dhahab, the latter of

which was particularly dcltrudlive j the Mamluks having ufed

thefe trees for firing. The government is now mild, and the

population, gradually incrcafing, may be efthnated at fix or

feven thoufand fouls. It is walled, and has two principal gates

and a fmaller one ; the latter and one of the former yet remain

;

the other is (hut up. Yaffc is commanded by an eminence on

the North, within mufket-fhot, where Ali Bey pitched his

camp. Though there be a fmall river in the proximity, water

is fcarce, being carried by the women : one of the governors

engaged to remedy the inconvenience, but was ftranglcd by

order of Jezzar, Pafha of Damafcus, before he could accom-

plifh his purpofe.

Ships cannot come up to the wharf, and there is no port,

nor even fecure place of anchorage. The commerce is incon-

fiderablc, being folely with Egypt, and with a few pilgrims

who pafs to and from Jerufalein. Yafle is governed by an

officer appointed by the Porte.

There
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There are three fmall convents of Chriftians, Armenian,

Greek, and Roman-catholic, and a few Jews. When the

French, about 1790, were banilhed by Jezzir Paflia from his

government, feveral retired to Jaffe, where their conful died

the winter before I arrived.

It mail be only farther remarked, that the houfes in Jaffe are

neatly built with ftone, and that confiderable quantities of coral

are found in the adjacent fea.

Having hired two mules for myfelf and a Cypriote fervant,

I proceeded to Rama, diftant about three hours. I had pre-

vioufly taken care to get permuTion from the agent of the con-

vent at Yaffe to travel to Jerufalem, a precaution here neccffary

to prevent any difturbance from the Arabs.

At Rama there is a fpacious and ftrongly built convent of

the Francifcan order, a commodious edifice, and kept in excel-

lent repair. The town is pleafantly fituated, and in a good

foil. In its vicinity I obferved fome antient groves of olive

trees. Between Yaffe and Rama feven villages appear in

fight.

Having left Rama early in the morning of the enfuing day,

we entered the gate of Jerufalem about fun-fet. The ground

between Rama and Jerufalem is rugged, mountainous, and

barren. My fervant having loitered behind, was fcized by fome

Arabs, thrown from his mule, and pillaged.

I muft
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I muft confefs the firft afpeft of Jerufalem did not gratify

my expe&ation. On afcending a hill diftant about three miles,

this celebrated city arofe to view, feated on an eminence, but

furrounded by others of greater height ; and its walls, which

remain tolerably perfect, form the chief object in the approach.

They are conftrudted of a reddifh ftone. As the day was ex-

tremely cold, and fnow began to fall, the profpecl was not fo

interefting as it might have proved at a more favourable

feafon.

It is unncceffary to dwell on the defcription of a city trivial

in innumerable books of travels, but a few mifcellaneous re-

marks (hall be made as they happen to arife.

Mendicants perfe&ly fwarm in the place, allured by the hope

of alms from the piety of the pilgrims. The religious of

Terra Santa retain great power, and there is one manufadure

that flourifhes in the utmoft vigour, namely that of reliques,

crucifixes inlaid with mother of pearl, chaplets, and the like.

Yet the church of the holy fepulchre is fo much neglected,

that the fnow fell into the middle ; the beams, faid to be cedar,

arc falling, and the whole roof is in a ruinous Mate.'

The Armenian convent is elegant, and fo extenfive as to

prefent accommodation for no lefs than a thoufand pilgrims.

During twelve or thirteen days a very deep fnow lay upon

the ground. The catholic convent has a large fubterraneous

ciftern, into which the fnow, melting from the roof and other

3 a pans,
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parts, is conveyed, and fupplies the monks with water For

a great portion of the year.

The beft view of Jcrufalem is from the Mount of Olives, on

the Eaft of the city. In front is the chief mofque, which con-

tains, according to the tradition of the Mohammedans, the body

of Solomon. From the fame mount may be difcovered, in

a clear day, the Deadfea, nearly South-caft, reflecting a whitilh

gleam. The intervening region appears very rocky.

The tombs of the kings^ fo denominated, are worthy of re-

mark, being of Grecian fculpture on a hard rock. There are

fcvcral ornaments on the farcophagi of foliage and flowers, and

each apartment is fecured with a maflive panneled door of (tone.

Great ravages have been made here in fearch of treafure. Thefe

tombs have probably been cemftrufted in the time of Herod and

his fucceflors kings of Judea.

A very confiderable part of the inhabitants is Chriftian, be-

tween whom and the Muflims there exifts all that infernal

hatred which two divinely revealed religions can alone infpire.

At about the diftance of two hours, or fix miles, (lands Beth-

lehem, in a country happy in foil, air, and water. The latter is

conveyed in a low aqueduct or ftone channel, which formerly

pafled to Jerufalem. Thefonsftgnatus is an exuberant fpring

:

it is received fucceffively by three large cifterns, one of which

is well preferved. In coming from the cifterns, and at a fmall

diftance is feen what is termed the dclicia Solomonis^ a beautiful

rivulet
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rivulet which flows murmuring down the valley, and waters in

its courfe fome gardens of excellent foil The brinks of. this

brook are adorned with a variety of herbage. Olives, vines,

and fig trees flourifli abundantly in the neighbourhood. The

olive trees are daily decreafing in number, as they are facrificed to

the perfonal enmities of the inhabitants, who meanly feck re-

venge by iawing down in the night thofe that belong to their

adverfaries. As this tree is of flow growth, it is feldom re-

placed. Such is the charity of Chriftians in the cradle of Chrift-

ianity. A more pleafing object arifes in the convent here, which

contains under one roof the different tenets of Latins, Arme-

nians, and Greeks.

About the fame diftance from Jerufalem, towards the wildcr-

nefs, is the convent of St. John, fituated in the midft of a

romantic country, ftudded with vines and olive trees. In the

village of St. John and its diftrid the Mohammedans form the

greater part of the population.

The mode of agriculture here purfued may be worthy of ob-

servation. As the country abounds in abrupt inequalities, little

walls are eredled, which fupport the foil, and form narrow ter-

races. Small ploughs are ufed drawn by oxen j and it requires

no flight dexterity in the driver to turn his plough, and avoid

damaging the walls. The foil thus fecured is extremely favour-

able to cultivation. The breed of black cattle is in general

diminutive. Horfes are few in number, and afles refembling

the European are chiefly ufed for travelling.

3 a 2 We
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We may fafely eftimate the prefent population of Jerufalem

at from eighteen to twenty thoufand. It is governed by an

Aga, appointed by the Pafha of Damafcus ; but he is allowed

fo few troops, that all Paleftine may be regarded as in the power

of the Arabs. The Chriftian women, who abound in Jerufalem,

wear white veils, as a diftinction from the Mohammedan, who

wear other colours. Arabic is the general language, except

among the Armenians and Greeks.

I left Jerufalem in the commencement of Ramadan, 2d of

March 1797. After an uncommonly fevere winter, the fpring

was now begun. Having rode about three hours, we arrived

at Beruth, where we pafled the night j and the following day,

about three in the afternoon, reached Naplofa or Nablus. This

capital of the diftrict called Samaria is populous. The fite is

remarkable and pidurefque, being between two hills, upon one

of which is the caftle.

The adjacent country in general is fertile in vines and mul-

berry trees, though rather mountainous. Naplofa has feveral

mofques, and carries on a considerable traffic with Damafcus

and the coaft : there is alfo a cotton manufacture. Jews abound

of the Samaritan herefy ; but the inhabitants are very hoftile to

Chriftians, who have no eftablifhments here. The town is in

fa£ governed by the chief inhabitants, though a nominal deputy

be appointed by the Palha of Damafcus.

On my journey from Naplofa to Nazareth, during the firft

part of the route, which was rocky and mountainous, I obferved

only
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only three villages in the fpace of as many hours ; bur the vales

are full of olives, fig trees, and vines, and even the rocks are

ihaded with a variety of verdure. Having parted the moun-

tains of Naplofa, {Ebal and Gerizim,) we came to an extenfive

plain of excellent land, which however after rain is almoft in-

undated. Near its northern extremity is feated a fmall fortrefs,

which repulfed Jezzar Partia at the head of five thoufand men,

and fome pieces of artillery : it difplays feven or eight fmall

round towers, and has two gates. The peafants of Samaria are

hardy and warlike, and generally go well armed.

Sebafte" or Samaria is now a miferable deferted village. Ginsea

is a decent town, half way between Naplofa and Nazareth. The

latter is a pleafant village, feated on an eafy Hope, with a re-

fpe&able convent : moft of the inhabitants are Chriftians. While

I was there, the Samaritans had made an inroad, and carried off

fome cattle : the Nazareens armed themfelves, and made repri-

fals of feventeen oxen. In the neighbourhood is Mount Tabor,

whence there is a delightful profpect, and which is noted for the

abfurd doctrines it gave name to in the ecclefiaftical difputes of

the Greek empire.
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CHAP. XXIII.

GALILEE— ACCA.

Improvements by Jezzar—Trade—Taxes—White promontory , and

river Leontes—Tyre—Seide—Earthquake—Kefrawan—-Syrian

ivines—Beirut—Anchorage—Provijions—River Adonis—An-

tura—Harrife— Tripoli— Ladakia—Journey to Aleppo or

Haleb.

Cj a li lee is here divided from Samaria by a ridge of hills.

Six hours were employed in palling from Nazareth to Acre, by

the Arabs more properly termed Acca. At a village on the

route obferved a farcophage, now ufed for watering cattle, and

fome fcattered fragments of columns. But few villages appear

between Nazareth and Acre, though the land be fertile.

Acre is fortified with a wall of very moderate ftrength,

having only one gate. It is a pretty large town, but many of

the houfes are empty : yet the population may be eftiroated be-

tween fifteen and twenty thoufand. There remains part of a

double folic, which extended round the town, but is daily dila-

pidated for modern erections. There is no caftle nor other re-

lique of antiquity.

The
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The whole face of the city has been changed, being en-

larged and adorned with the improvements of the celebrated

Achmet Pafha, who has built an elegant mofque and baths, two

markets, a palace, and refervoirs for water. There arc three

Khans, or places for receiving goods, anfwering the purpofe at

once of a warchoufe and inn. There are alfo five or fix

mofques, a fmall eftablimment of the Francifcans, and a Greek

and Armenian church. In one of the Khans the Europeans

lodge.

A mean tomb has been creeled by the Pafha, to the memory

of the celebrated Shech Daher, clofe to the fea, and at a little

diftance from the northern extremity of the wall.

Acre' ftands on a promontory, near a fmall gulph, and has no

haven. VeflTels anchor in favourable weather near the (hore, but

the European (hips anchor oppofite Haifa, a fmall place at the

foot of Mount Carmel, where the water is generally fmooth.

The trade of Acre
-

is pretty confiderable ; the Europeans bring

broad cloth, lead, tin, and a variety of other articles, and ex-

port cotton in return. From Egypt there are large imports of

rice. The foil of Egypt is not very proper for cotton, which

is a ftaple commodity of Syria.

The long reign of Achmet Paflia cljczz6r*y
accompanied with

immenfe influence and great wealth, might naturally lead to

conceive, that, blending his interefts with thofe of his fubjects,

he would have exerted his authority in promoting their happi-

• The butcher.

nefs.
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nefs. On the contrary, the large plain near Acre is left almoft

a marQi, and marks of idle magnificence have been fubftituted

for the ufeful cares of agriculture. A (hiking contraft arifes be-

tween his conduct and that of the Shech Daher, his predeceflTor,

who raifed Acre from a village to a large town, and doubled

the population of the diftrict.

Jezzar was the firft governor in the empire who laid a tax on

articles of confumptioh, as wine, grain, and the like. Eveu

meat and fifli are materials of import. He has creeled granaries,

a laudable defign, but deficient in the execution ; for the grain

being ill prcferved, and the oldeft ferved out firft, it is not only

difagreeable as food, but unprolific when diftributed for feed to

the peafants. Thefe imports form the peculiar revenue of the

Pafha ; the other refources arifing as ufual from the tax on land,

which amounts to about a twentieth of the rent, the capitation

tax on Chriftians, and the cuftoms ; which laft in this govern-

ment are arbitrary, and neither regulated by the rules of the

Porte, nor the capitulations entered into by Europeans. Never-

thclefs, the chief fource of the riches of Jezzar is the Pafhalik

of Damafcus, which, by means of the ufual largefles at the

Porte, he contrived to add to his former government, a prece-

dent very unufual in the Othman empire. His military force

was once computed at twelve thoufand
;
but, at the time of my

vifiting Acre, did not exceed four or five thoufand.

Till the year 1 79 1 the French had factories at Acre, Seide',

and Beirut. At that period they were all expelled from the ter-

ritory of Jezzar by a fudden mandate, which allowed them only

three
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three days to abandon their refpective habitations, under pain of

death.

Pafling over the common, but juft rule of fuppofing, that in

a quarrel of this magnitude neither party was perfectly free

from error, it may be fit to inquire what motives induced this

ignominious expulfion, when a fimple difmiflion, to be fignified

by various other means, would have anfwered the fame

purpofe.

To this it can only be anfwered, that the character of Jczzar

is impetuous, and even capricious, on all occafions. Sometime?

a warm friend, and then fuddenly a bitter enemy, equally, to all

appearance, without any adequate reafon. As to the conduct

of the French, themfelves and the other nations in die Levant

accord fo ill, that I have never obtained a very accurate ftate-

ment of it. It fcems to have originated in the behaviour of a

drogueman of the nation, who having in fome way offended

the Paftia, was by his order fummarily ftrangled or hanged.

The French rcmonftratcd, and threatened him with an applica-

tion to the Porte, which he did not greatly fear, and he punifhed,

as he termed it
y
their infolcnce, (in aflerting their undoubted right,

according to the capitulations between them and the Porte,) in

this concife manner. Many complaints were made, fubfequcnt

to this period, by the miniftcrs of the Republic at the Porte, but

to no purpofe : that court in faft was otherwife engaged, and it

may be doubted whether it could have puniflied the Paftia.

The events that followed fufpended the profecution of thofe

claims, which, as the merchants thus fuddenly banimed had loft

3 b much,
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much, it appeared they had a right to prefer : but at length

Aubert du Bayet fent a young officer of the name of Bailli to

the Palha to demand redrefs in a tone perhaps rather too high.

This gentleman, on arriving at Acre', April 1797, wrote a

letter in French to the Pafha, which he had the bizarre idea of

rinding fome Levantine drogueman to tranflate, verbatim, in the

prefence of that perfonage. The terms, it feems, in which this

letter was conceived were fo bold, that none could be found to

prefent it, and the Paftia, under one pretence or other, refufed

to fee the agent. On this Bailli retired to YafFe. The anfwer

Jezzar fent to the claim of the Republic was, that private

merchants were at liberty to fettle under his government on

the footing of any other nation, but that he would acknowlege

no conful, nor confent to offer them any indemnification for

the loffes of the late factory.

Jezzar had early conceived an enmity againft that nation,

which was probably increafed by thofc who rivalled them in

commerce.
1

On the 2d of April 1797 I fet out from Acre" to Seide. The

road runs near the fea-fide, through a track overgrown with

thorns and thirties. The more is abrupt, and, as ufual, accom-

panied with deep water. Some remains of antiquity prefent

themfelves, but fo much injured, and fo fcattered, that it is

impoflible to guefs their deftination. I flept in the houfe of the

Shech in a fmall village on the South of the White Promontory.

The villages between Acre and Seide" are thinly fcattered, and

the
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the population apparently fmall. We met fevcral parties of the

Paftia's troops, both infantry and cavalry, which feemcd in ex-

cellent order.

On the following morning we palled the White Promontory,

a fublime and piclurefque mountain. The road is occafionally

cut through the rock of calcareous ftone, as white as chalk. On
the right the rock is covered with bufhes : the left is a perpen-

dicular precipice to the fea, which was calm when I pafled ; but

when it rages the fcene mud be tremendous. The tradition of

the natives afcribes this road to Alexander the Great.

We pafl"ed the Leontes, now an inconfiderable ftream, and

eafily fordable : but after rain it fwells to a rapid torrent, as

is the cafe with mod of the rivers that fall from the Syrian

mountains to the fea. After croffing four fmall clear ftreams,

running over their beds of pure gravel, and the dry courfes of

fome rivulets, we arrived at Tyre, enchanted with the beautiful

verdure and varied fcenery of the adjacent country.

The magnificent city of Tyre, now corruptly called Sur, is

reduced to a few miferable huts inhabited by fifliermen, fituated

in the northern extremity of the iflc. The ifthmus, which

joins it to the continent, is about three quarters of an EngliuS

mile in length ; the ifle itfclf is of an irregular form, at the

broadeft part not exceeding half a mile, and the circumference

of the anticnt city could not exceed a mile and a half. Except

three fragments of granite columns nothing of antiquity ap-

peared. The ifle is now defert and rocky, deftitute even of

3 fl 2 flirubs
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ihrubs and grafs. It appears that the port which is on the;

North of the ifthmus might be reftored, though a back water

be wanting. The few peafants or filhermen who frequent the

fpot fcemed quite unconfeious of the daffic ground on which

they trod.

On the land-fide, a little to the South of the ifthmus, ob-

ferved remains of an aqueduct, which formerly conveyed water

to Tyre. Under its low arches was a confiderable quantity of

ftaladtites grown to a large fize. There is alfo a ciftern, fome-

what refembling thofe of the fortsfignatus above mentioned, but

fmaller. The fountain rifes with fuch force as to turn a mill a

little lower down. Here ate a few fruit trees, and a place where

coffee is fold.

From the White Promontory to Seide, antiently Sidon, ex-

tends a narrow plain by the fea-fhore. North-eaft by Eaft ap-

pear the fummits of the mountains of Kcfrawan, covered with

fnow. Arrived at Seide near fun-fet.

Seide is a larger town than Acre\ The fituation is good and

the air falubrious. There are many Chriftians and fome Jews.

The fea here encroaches on the land. The caftle, built by the

noted Fakr-eUdin, is furrounded by the water. There was for-

merly a fmall, but convenient port, formed by a ridge of rocks,

which was filled up by order of that Emir, to prevent the

Turkifh veffels from entering, he being at war with that power.

The caftle, ftyled of St. Louis, which from an adjacent height

on the South commands the city, ftill remains, as does a part of

the
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the city walls. There is but one gate of the latter ; it fronts

North-eaft. The magnificent palace, built by Fakr-el-din, in

the Italian manner, is now ruinous.

An earthquake which deftroyed Ladakia in 1796 was felt

here, but not fo violently as that which happened in the year

1785, in which many perfons perimed, and which was fuc-

ceeded by a plague which almoft depopulated the place.

A large teffellated pavement of variegated marbles, reprefent-

ing a horfe, feftoons, &c. and in fome places tolerably perfecl:

for ten feet in length, remains, clofe to the fea, on the northern

extremity of the city; a proof of marine encroachment.

Many antient granite columns are worked into the walls, and

fome ftand as pofts on the bridge leading to the fort. Near the

gate of the city is a fmall fquare building, which contains the

tombs of fuch of the Emirs of the Drufes as died when Seide'

was in their poffeflion.

Seide is furrounded with gardens, in which grow a number

of mulberry trees, filk being the chief commodity. The rent

of houfes and the mode of living are cheaper than at Acre', and

the government more mild and regular ; fo that ftrangers arc_

not liable to infult. Formerly, there was a confiderable com-

merce carried on with Marfeilles, but fince Jezzar banifhed the

French it has ceafed.

On the 6th of April 1797 I left Seide' to vifit the diftritt of

Kefrawan, where we arrived in four hours, on horfeback, after

travelling
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travelling through a rugged road, continually afcending, till we
reached the convent of Mocbaulus, delightfully fituated half

way up the mountain, in a romantic country. On pafling a

bridge over Nabr-cl-awcU
y
obferved feveral fine falls of the

ftream. In Kefrawan is alfo Mujh-Mujbe^ a convent of Maro-

nites, which we reached next morning, after three hours riding.

The mountains in the neighbourhood are covered with fir

trees, fome of them of large growth. The vales, and part of

the mountains, are planted with vines, producing excellent wine,

white and red. There are alfo many mulberry trees, which

furnim plenty of good filk, but the natives have not the com-

mon flull to form it into thread. Corn and lentils alfo abound.

The botanift and florin: may find in this part of the mountain

full employment, as it is covered with innumerable herbs and

fhrubs, many of them odoriferous, and adorned with flowers of

various tints. Myrtle and lavender grow wild in great quanti-

ties on the mountain, and the rofc of Jericho embellifhes the

vales and banks of the rivulets. From this convent are feen

Seide", the fca and the adjacent coaft.

As Kefrawan and Mount Libanus produce the belt, wines of

Syria, it may not be improper to offer a few remarks on that

topic. The white wine made at Jerufalem has a fulphureous

tafte, and is very ftrong ; the red fomewhat refembles Tent, and

is comparatively mild in its effects. The wines of Syria are

mod of them prepared by boiling, immediately after they are

exprefTed from the grape, till they be confiderably reduced in

quantity, when they are put into jars or large glafs bottles,

[damesjans^ and preferved for ufe.

There
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There is reafon to believe, that this mode of boiling their

wines was in general practice among the anticnts. It is dill

retained in fome parts of Provence, where it is called vin cuite,

or cooked wine ; but there the method is to lodge the wine in

a large room, receiving all the fmoke arifing from feveral fires

on the ground-floors ; an operation more flow, but anfwering

the fame purpofe. The Spanifli Vino Tinto, or Tent, is pre-

pared in the fame way.

The wines thus managed, arc fometimes thickened fo much

as to lofc their tranfparcncy, and acquire a fweetifh tafte. Nu-

merous are the kinds made in Syria; but the chief is the

Vino d'Oro, or golden wine of Mount Libanus. This is noi

boiled, but left to purify itfelf by keeping ; the quantity pro-

duced is I'm all. It is, as the name implies, of a bright golden

colour, and is highly prized even on the fpot.

There is little reafon to doubt, that if the wines of Syria

were properly managed, they would equal any that France or

Spain produces.

In Kefrawan the Chriftians are fo much more indulged.than

in other places, that they can here enjoy their favourite amufe-

ment of deafening each other with bells. The monks of Mujh-

Mujbk ferve themfelves in every thing, and are of courfe not idle,

however fanatically inclined
; they are cooks, bakers, butchers,

carpenters, taylors, gardeners, hufbandmen, each having his

diftinc* province. I met here Hajfan Jumbelat'^ who is of one

of
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of the moft powerful families among the Drufes, and at this

time holds an office under the Emir Bejbir. He is a great

drinker, but appears not unintelligent. He was very inquifitive

as to the motives and hiftory of the French Revolution, and

the prefent religious creed of that nation ; on hearing the detail

of which, he however made no interefting remarks.

From Kefrawan wc returned to Scide. On the 9th of April

fet out for Beirut, the antient Berytus. The route was through

a deep fand, and after palling two rivers, the Nabr el awcli

(before mentioned,) and the Darner or antient Tamyras, we

arrived at Beirut, the approach to which is, even now, grander

than that of any other town on the Syrian coaft, though the

fine groves have been neglected fince the death of Fakr-el-Din,

Emir of the Drufes, its munificent improver. A grove of pines,

planted by his orders, is now reduced to half its former bounds.

No trace is found of the flatucs, which his rcfidence in Italy

had enabled him to collect ; nor of the gardens and apartments

which he had formed on the European tafte.

Beirut is a fmall place, and was not even walled till the

Ruffians bombarded it ; and Jezzar, on getting pofleffion, built

the walls to give it a more formidable appearance. There are

feveral towers, but the walls are thin and of no ftrcngth ; the

flatnefs of the fituation is alfo a difadvantage. There is, how-

ever, a commodious wharf.

The fuburbs arc almoft as large as the city itfelf, confifting

of gardens, with a houfe for the owner in each; and thefe

inter-

Digitized by Google



EGYPT, AND SYRIA. 377

interfpcrfed among the numerous fruit-trees, (efpecially olives

and figs,) which this fertile foil fupports, give the whole a

pi&urefque and beautiful appearance.

Mod of thefe gardens belonged to Chriftians, till the Pafha,

by his exorbitant demands, obliged them to fell their poffeffions.

Here it may be obferved, that Chriftians may hold land in this

place, which is not permitted at Acr6. The ftreets of the city,

like the others in this part of the world, are narrow and

irregular.

The high tower, which Maundrel mentions as ftanding

North-eaft of the city, was firft deftroyed by Jezzar, as he

thought an enemy might ufe it in offence ; but he afterwards

rebuilt it, with 1 mailer Hones and in a lefs fubftantial manner,

as a place-d'arraes for his own foldiers.

European veflels, in the fummer, anchor near a fmall point

of land which runs into the fea before the city, and is called

Beirut Point; but in the winter, they call anchor to the North,

in a kind of gulf, which is Iheltered from the North and Eaft

wind by the mountain, and is faid to be very fecure. The
ftaple commodity of the country is raw filk, which is carried

to Kahira, Damafcus, and Aleppo, and part of it to Europe.

They alfo fabricate a kind of jars and jugs in earthen ware,

which, from the peculiar nature of the clay in the adjacent

country, are highly cftecmed, and carried to all parts of the

coaft.

Provi-
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Provifions are generally dear ; the fifti is more valued than

that of Seide, as the fea has here a rocky bottom, while at

Seide it is fand or mud. The red wine of Libanus which is

brought here, is palatable, but cannot be tranfported from the

mountain without a licence from the cuftom-houfe, fo that it

is dearer than formerly
;
yet the prefent price is only forty piaf-

ters the cantar, or about four pounds fterling the hundred weight.

From Beirut, on the 2 2d April, I went to Antura on Mount

Libanus, diftant about four hours. In the way pafled the

Nabr Beirut, and after the Nabr el Kelb, the largeft ftream in

this part of the country. The former is the noted river of

Adonis, famous for vines, fo exquifitcly defcribed by Milton.

Antura is a pleafant village, furrounded with mulberry trees,

but prefenting nothing remarkable. Not far from this place

is a convent of nuns, where Mr. Wortley Montague lodged

his wife *. The drefs of the Chriftians in this quarter feems

• He brought her thither during the procefs, inftituted at Rome, relatively

to her firft marriage, and before that marriage was fet a fide. A long hiftory

attends this part of the life of this remarkable man. Montague having per-

fuaded the firft hufband, who was captain of a merchant-man in the fervice of

perfons at Marfeilles, to leave his wife, whom he had brought with him to

Egypt, under M.'s protection at Rafhid, the latter took advantage of his

abfence on a voyage home, to perfuade the woman that her hufband was no

more. He then made an offer of himfelf, which was accepted. On a dif-

clofure of the affair, Montague had intereft and addrefs enough to fet afide the

firft marriage, which had been folemnized before either of the parties were

of age. The religious were perfuaded that Montague was a zealous convert to

the Catholic faith.

unre-
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unreftrained
;
they wear turbans adorned with various colours,

even green ; and they are freely indulged in the exercife of

their religion : fo natural is defpotifm to this clime, that thofe

who live under their own Chriftian (hcchs or governors, are

alraoft equally opprefled with thofe fubjeft to Turks. The
(hechs fleece the poor people, and Jezzar fleeces the fliechs.

I afterwards vifited Harrife. Here the Maronite patriarch

refides, who exercifes an authority almoft regal over the

Chriftians of that rite. From Harrife returned to Beirut.

As in confcquencc of a difpute between Jezzar and the Paflia

of Tripoli it was become unfafe to travel there, I joined a

party of difbanded foldiers, and proceeded to Tripoli in their

company. Our journey being quick, I had few opportunities

for obfervation on the road.

This part of the country is noted for producing the beft

tobacco in Syria. That plant is cultivated in feveral diftri&s,

particularly in the neighbourhood of Tripoli, Gebeile, and

Ladakia.

On the third day arrived at Tripoli, about ten o'clock in the

morning, having flept as ufual in the open air.

Tripoli is a city of fome extent, fituated about a mile and

an half from the fea. Veflels moor near the fliore, and are

flickered by a ridge of rocks, but the fituation is not extremely

fecure.

3 c 2 The
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The air is rendered unwholefome by much ftagnant water.

The town is placed on a flight elevation, the length confidcrably

exceeding the breadth. On the higheft ground, to the South,

is the caftle, formerly poflcfled by the Earls of Tripoli ; it is

large and ftrong. Hence is vifible a patt of Mount Libanus,

the fummit of which is covered with fnow. The gardens in

the vicinity are rich in mulberry and other fruit trees. The

city is well built, and mo ft of the ftreets are paved.

It is the feat of a Pafha, who at prefent is the fon of Abdallah,

Paflia of Damafcus.

Here is found a number of Mohammedan merchants, fome

of the richeft and moft refpeclable in the empire. Silk is the

chief article ofcommerce. Five or fix French merchants efcaped

hither from Acre *.

Antiquities I obferved none. The hiftory of Tripoli during

the crufades muft be known to every reader. The prefent

population I mould be inclined to eftimate at about fixteen

thoufand.

• The Santoru, or Mohammedan faints, are flail permitted to continue their

execflcs. I was informed that one of them, very vigorous in tranutory amours,

met the wife of a rich Mohammedan merchant, newly married. The female

attendant who was with her fled, and he accomplifoed his purpofe in the open

(Ircct. The merchant, complaining to the Paflia, only received this anfwer,

h You ought to efteem yourfclf very happy, for your wife will probably be

brought to bed of a milt," that is, a faint.

The
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The miriy or fixed public revenue paid by Tripoli to Con-

ftantinople, is only about a thoufand pounds fterling, twenty

purfes, a-year. Syria at prefent contains only four Paihaliks,

Damafcus, Aleppo, Acre, and Tripoli ; the lad of which is

the fmalleft in territory and power.

On the 30th of April proceeded towards Ladakia, the antient

Laodicea, built by Seleucus Nicanor in honour of his mother.

We arrived on the third day at night. The firft appearance

of this city was molt melancholy, as prefenting all the ravages

of the earthquake, which in the preceding year (1796) had

laid a great part of it in ruins, and deftroyed numbers of the

inhabitants. Ladakia has a convenient but very fmall port,

acrofs the mouth of which is a bar of fand. The place is fili-

ated in a plain, extending on the North and South as far as the

eye can reach ; but bounded by hills towards the Eaft. It has

no walls, and only a part is paved ; but the ftreets are clean,

the air is falubrious, and refrefhed by the fragrance of fur-

rounding gardens. Water is fcarce. The fnow-capt fummits

of Libanus now vanifh from the eye.

In the town arc eight mofqucs. It is governed by a deputy

of the Palha of Tripoli.

On the 5th of May departed for Aleppo, in a i'mall caravan,

confifting only of Citoyen Chauderlos, the French conful-

gcneral, two Turks, and myfelf. On the fecond day paflcd

through one of the mod picturefque countries which I had

ever feen. Lofty rocks and precipices, Ihaded with luxuriant

foliage,



382 TRAVELS IN AFRICA,

foliage, of various form and charader, but of the moft lively

verdure, and flowers of the moft diverfified hues and the

ftrongeft odours, alleviated the tafk of climbing by rugged and

difEcult paths the fteep afcent of the mountain, and torrents

wandering through the valleys in their ftoney channels, or

dalhed from the rocks in lheets of foam, filled the ear with

their foothing murmurs, the eye with their untaught meanders,

and the imagination with fome of the moft agreeable images

that delight in the works of the poet.

The third day was occupied in traverfing a country romantic

like the former, and we pafled the night in the open air, at

Sbawr^ where the river Orontes winds majcftically through the

plain. The town of Sbatvr is populous, and has a good cara-

vanferai ; but we preferred the open air, to avoid the vermin

which lodge in fuch places. Adjacent is a good ftone bridge

of feven arches. Thefe conveniences have been originally

provided for the caravan, which refts here in its route from

Conftantinople to Mecca.

On the fifth day arrived at Kefi'in^ a village remarkable for

its pigeon-houfes, which fupply the adjacent country, even to

Aleppo. The neighbouring lands abound in wheat and barley,

fown in ridges ; the foil is rich, and requires no farrow. The

women here go unveiled, and at Martrawan^ which is not far

removed, are by their friends prefented to ftrangcrs.

The people are termed Anfarie in Arabic, a fed of pre-

tended Mohammedans, who are faid to worftiip the pudendum

muliebre.
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muliebre. With Chriftians they affect to be of their faith. The

women are fair, have black eyes, and tolerable features. The

'ftrange practice above commemorated, feems a relique of the

antient diflblute manners of Antioch and Daphne.

Thence to Aleppo is a journey of eight hours; for two hours

through corn lands, the reft pafles a barren country. That city

is vifible at the diftance of two hours, and as you approach

difplays a moft magnificent appearance.
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CHAP. XXIV.

OBSERVATIONS AT ALEPPO.

Sheriff and Janizaries—Manufactures and commerce—Quarries
—Price of provifons—New feci—Journey to Antiocb—De-

fcription of antient Seleucia—Return to Aleppo.

The country adjacent to Aleppo is broken with many inequa-

lities, and even the city (lands partly on high and partly on

low ground. A fmall river, called Coiky defccnds from Aintab
%

and, after paffing through the city, is loft in a marfh on the

Weft.

So many defcriptions of this famous capital having appeared,

I Ihall only offer a few remarks on fuch objeQs as ftruck me
during my refidence there.

The fite is rocky, and the few gardens chiefly produce pifta-

chios. The city is well built, and paved with ftone. The tall

Cyprus trees, contrafted with the white minarets of numerous

mofques, give it a moft picturefque appearance. The population

and buildings feem to be on the increafe ; but this affords no

proof of public felicity
;

for, in proportion as the capital fwclls,

the

Digitized by Google



EGYPT, AND SYRIA. 385

the adjacent villages are defcrted. The houfes are clean, airy,

fubftantial, and commodious. The people in general arc dif-

tinguiflicd by an air of affected polifh, hardly to be obferved in

the other towns of Syria. Their dialedl too has its charac-

teriftic marks. The Arabic prevails, though many fpeak the

Turkilh language.
-

»

• * 1

A new Pama had been lately appointed at the time I arrived,

but was prevented from entering the city, by the feuds' which

had prevailed between the Shcrifs and the Janizaries, and izv-

duced the latter to fufpeft that the Pafha had a defign of pumic-

ing them. This officer was a young man, the fon of the Pallia

of Adcne ; his title El Shcrif Mohammed Pama ; of an unble-

niifhed character, but unequal, in point of talents and perfonal

weight, to compofe the violence of thefe factions, which, after

he had redded a fliort time in the city, obliged him to retire.

The Sherifs, or defendants of Mohammed, here form a confi*.

derable faction ; a circumftance alfo obfervable at Bagdad, but

not in fo remarkable a degree. In Aleppo they form a body of

near fixty thoufand. The Janizaries do not exceed one-fourth

of that number. The Sherifs confift of all ranks, from the

higheft Imam to the loweft pcafant, and arc far from excelling

in courage : the Janizaries are of fuperior valour, though little

acquainted with the ufc of arms or afpect of battle. Hence the

force of the factions is merely balanced, and continual difputes

arife for offices of profit or power, which generally terminate

in bloodflicd. In the courfe of this fummer, 1797, feveral of

thefe took place ; in one of them it is fuppofed near three hun-

3 D dred
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drcd perfons periflied. This impeded exerdfe of authority

may be eftimated among the fymptoms of decline in the Turkifh

empire.

The manufactures are in a flourishing ftate, being carried on

with great fpirit both by Chriftians and Mohammedans : filk

and cotton form the chief articles. Large caravans frequently

arrive from Bagdad and Baffora, charged with coffee, which is

carried round to the Perfian gulf from Moccha, with the tobacco

and cherry-tree pipes from Perfia, and muflins, fhawls, and other

products of India.

Befidesthc manufactures ofAleppo, and the productions of the

furrounding country, which are fent to Europe by fea, three or

four caravans, laden with merchandize, proceed annually through

Anatolia to Constantinople. Piftachio nuts form no mean arti-

cle of trade, being the chief produce of the adjacent territory,

in the foil of which that tree particularly delights. Aleppo

alfo maintains a commercial intercourfe with Damafcus, An-

tioch, Tripoli, Ladakia, and the towns on the Eaft towards

the Euphrates.

The laft peftilence is fuppofed to have deftroyed fixty thou-

sand of the inhabitants.

The women of Aleppo are rather mafculine, of brown com-

plexions, and remarkable for indulging in the Sapphic af-

fection.

The
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The quarries which fupplied the ftone for the conftruction of

the city, are not far removed from the Antioch gate. They
are every way worthy remark. On both fides of a road, cut

through the folid rock, are feen the openings of caverns, capable

of giving fhelter to a vaft number of pcrfons. From thefe

again, which are tolerably light, open a number of other paf-

fages, in all directions, from the principal apartments. Thefe

I had neither time nor inftruments to inveftigate ; but the peo-

ple of the place pretend that one of thefe paflages goes to the

caftle, another to Antioch, &c. Traditions fimilar to which

abound in every country, which prefents any caverns natural or

artificial.

The material is a foft ftone or tufa, replete with petrified

fliells. It would appear that the artificers defigned thofc quar-

ries for fome ufeful purpofe, as they have not only left rough

columns, and cut perpendicular (hafts, which admit fome portion

of light, but the walls are hewn to a much greater degree of

fmoothnefs than is ufually feen in quarries. It is certain they

have afterwards been occupied, as marks of fire, mangers for

horfes, and even burial places, may be obferved. In latter times,

difbanded dcllis^ not being admitted into the city, have here

fixed their abode, and become dangerous to paflengers, whom
they have robbed, and fometimes murdered.

There is a large burying-place without the city. Here I ob-

ferved the tomb of an Englishman, dated 161 3.

3 D 2 The
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The drefs of the people of Aleppo refembles that of Conftan-

tinoplc more than that of Egypt and fouthern Syria : both men

and women, in rainy weather, wear a kind of wooden patten,

which has no agreeable cfFecl; either on the eye or the ear.

The hire of a camel from Aleppo to Ladakia or Scanderoon,

about fixty miles, was a century ago four piafters, thirty years

ago eight piafters, and is at this time nineteen. The price of

commodities is much changed in the courie of not many years.

But fince the year 1716 it has increafed in a tenfold pro-

portion. I faw an authentic document, that the ardeb of rice

at that time fold for eleven piafters ; it now fetches one hun-

dred and eighteen piafters. They at that time fold 1 85 rolls

•f bread, of a particular kind, for a piafter
; they now only fell

forty of the fame kind for that fum. Meat is good and in

plenty ; it is fold for fifty paras the rotal, 720 drams, or about

4! d. a pound. There are no fifti, fave a few fmall eels, found

in the Ccik. Wine is very dear, none being produced in the

neighbourhood. On the other articles of prdvifion nothing re-

markable occurs.

At Aleppo I firft obferved the pradice of illuminating the

mofques on Thurfday night, to uftier in the Mohammedan
Sabbath ; this is unknown at Kahira, and other cities of the

South.

About this time, the beginning of June 1797, intelligence,

arrived, that the Paflia of Bagdad had fent a ftrong detachment

of
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of troops, to be joined by the Arabs friendly to the Porte, in

repreffing the incurfions of Abd-el-avsi-z, ibn Meffbud el Wabbabbe^

a rebel again ft the government, who by the rapid fuccels of his

arms, and his increafing followers, had lately grown formi-

dable. This man, a native of Ned/ed, rcfpc&ed among the Arabs

for his age and wifdom, had two years before firft made public

his determination to refill the authority of the Porte. He has

fince collected a confiderable body of men, but it is faid they

are only furnilhed with fpcars and fwords. He pretends to a

divine million, and gives no quarter to thofe who oppofe him.

To invite Chriftians and Jews to his party, he only requires an

annual capitation tax of three piafters and a half. Of the peo-

ple under his jurifdi&ion, every owner of a houfc is obliged to

ferve in pcrfon or find a fubftitute
;
and, to encourage them, he

divides the fpoil into five parts
;
taking one himlelf, he gives

two to the fubftitute and two to the principal, or if the latter

ferve he has four pans. It was fuppofed his views pointed to

Mecca, whkh he had threatened to attack. His corifelfion- of

faith is only—" There is no God but God inferring, that a

prophet, when deaJ, deferves no homage, and that of courfe to

mention him in a creed, or in prayers, is abfurd. He enjoins

the abfolute neceflity of prayer, under the open canopy of hea-

ven, and deftroys all the mofques he can feize. Of the live

dogmata of Mohammed, he admits alms, fading, prayer, and

ablutipn, but rejects pilgrimage. He denies the divine origin

of the Koran, but prohibit* the ufe of all liquors but water.

Being advanced in age, he had taken care to fecurc the attach-

ment
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mcnt of his followers to his fon, who was generally his fubfti-

tute in the field*.

On the nth of June fet out from Aleppo for Antioch, where

I arrived on the 14th. Part of the route is mountainous. We
paired the Orontes at a ferry. Country cultivated with Hafhifli,

a kind of flax.

Entered Antioch, now called Antaki, by Bab-Bolus, the gate

of St. Paul. The walls are extenfivc, but the houfes are

chiefly confined to one corner. Numerous towers flank the

walls, which are ftrong and lofty, and run from the river

Orontes, the fouthern boundary of the city, up to the fum-

mit of the mountain. There is a fubftantial bridge over the

river, which winds through a fertile vale. A large caftle

on the mountain, now ruinous, commands an extenfive pro-

fpea.

Antioch is governed by a Mohajfel, who derives his

appointment from Conftantinople. He received me with

great politenefs, and defired me to make what refearches I

pleafed.

* This fcc"t, rcprcfentcd to me by the Arabs, and others in Syria, as having

only at a late period originated, is precifely mentioned by Niebuhr, Description

d' Arable, ed. Paris, p. 208. with a little variation as to the tenets of its founder.

He dates its rife in the year 1760, which is very poflible, con Tide ring that the

later accounts all agree that Abd-tUmax il Wahkibi i» a man of very advanced

age.

The
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The barley harveft was begun. The length of the plain of

Antioch is about three leagues and a half, the width two leagues.

The language is here generally Turkiflt.

It mud be remarked with regard to Aleppo and Antioch,

that the latter has by far the mod convenient Situation. The

former has no navigable river, the land is little productive, and

it U placed at a great diftance from the fea. Antioch poflefles

every oppofite advantage, except that of a navigable river,

which however far exceeds the diminutive Coik ; the air is fu-

perior to that of Aleppo, and it is within five hours of the fea.

The mountain produces wine, which is fold cheap, and there

is plenty of fea-fifti. The mouth of the river forms a haven

for fmall veffels, with very deep water.

Between Antioch and the fea, the ridge abounds in mulberry

trees, which furnilh a copious fupply of filk, though not of the

beft kind.

From Antioch I fet out for Suadea, the antient Sclcucia, and

port of Antioch, and only about four hours removed from it.

It prefcnts to the mind the idea of the immenfe labour ufed by

its former pofleiTors to render it convenient for traffic, which is

now rendered ufelefs, by the negligence of its prefent matters.

The road from Antioch is pleafingly diversified by mountain

and plain ; yet to appearance the country is but thinly inha-

bited, though filled with all kinds of flowering and odoriferous

plants, particularly myrtles, oleanders, and cyclamens. Having

crolTed four rapid and tranflucid ftreams, which defcend into

the
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the Orontes, I pafled the night with a hofpitable native,' in

a garden of mulberries, which afforded fupport to his numerous

family.

A large gate of Seleucia yet remains entire ; it approaches to

the Doric order. The rock near it has been excavated into va-

rious apartments. A part exifts of the thick and fubftantial wall

which defended Seleucia toward the fea. The port muft have

been commodious and fecure, though but fmall, being formed

by a mole of very large ftones. Though the port be at pre-

fent dry, the fand in the bottom appears not higher than the

iurface of the fea. A little to the North h a remarkable pat

fagc, cut in the rock, leading by a gentle defcent, from the

fummit of the mountain towards the water. It is above fix

hundred common paces long, from thirty to fifty feet high, and

about twenty broad. In the middle of it is a covered way,

arched through the rock, but both the ends arc open. A chan-

nel for water runs along the fide, conveying the pure element

down from the mountain to Seleucia. The whole rock above

is full of artificial cavities, for what purpofe does not appear.

There is a Greek infeription on the South fide of the cavern"

comprifing, I believe, five lines. Having no glafs, and the in-

feription being lofty, I could only difcover the letters TETAP,

which form a part of the lad line but one.

• "
,

" * • '
, V

Returning towards the fea, I obferved Come catacombs. One

oT the chambers contains thirty niches for the dead, another

fourteen. Thefe catacombs are ornamented with pilafters, cor-

nices, and mouldings.

Returned
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Returned to Antioch, and on the following day fct off for

Aleppo. The Kurds occafionally attack the caravans going

between thefe two cities. The Turcomans form another tribe

of rovers
;
they generally paf3 the winter in the plains near

Antioch, returning in the fummer to Anatolia.
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CHAP. XXV.

JOURNEY TO DAMASCUS.

Entrance of the Hadjis—Topography of Damafcus—Trade and

manufactures—Population—Obfervations on the depopulation

of tbe Eajl—Government and manners ofDamafcus—Charitable

foundations—Anecdotes ofrecent biflory—Taxes—Price ofpro-

vifwns—Sacred caravan.

A fter waiting fomc time in Aleppo for the departure of the

caravan, I at length left that city on the 23d of July for Da-

mafcus. The heat was great, but nothing equal to that of Africa.

The beafts of burden, employed in this caravan, were only

mules and geldings.

The route from Aleppo to Damafcus has been often defcribed.

On Wednefday the 8th of Auguft entered Damafcus at day-

break. The approach is remarkable, being ornamented for many

miles with numerous gardens, and then by a paved way, ex-

tending for a great length.

On the day after my arrival, was entertained with the en-

trance of the grand caravan from Mecca. The ftreet was lined

for fomc miles, for fuch is its length, with innumerable fpe&a-

tors, all imprefled with curiofity, fome with anxiety to fee their

friends
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friends and relations, many with reverence for the facrcd pro-

ccflion. Some of the more opulent Hadjis, or pilgrims, were

carried in litters, {tattarawdn,) but the greater number in a kind

of panniers, two and two, placed on the back of camels. They

did not appear much fatigued, though it was faid they had fuf-

fered from the want of water.

On the Saturday following, was the entrance of the Paflia of

Damafcus, who is conftantly the Emir-el-Hadje, or chief of the

caravan by office. Firft appeared three hundred dellis, or

cavalry, mounted on Arabian horfes, varioufly armed and

clothed, but on the whole forming no mean difplay. Thefc

were fucceeded by fifteen men on dromedaries, with mufque-

toons, or large carbines, placed before them, and turning on a

fwivel in every direction. This deftru&ive inftxumcnt of war

is faid to have paiTed from the Perfians to the Syrians. Some

of the great officers of the city followed, well mounted, and de-

cently attired. Then came part of the Paflia of Tripoli's Ja-

nizaries, well clothed and armed ; that Pafha himfclf, with his

officers, and the remainder of his guard. Next was the tattar-

awan belonging to the Paflia of Damafcus, another body of

four hundred dellis, a company of thirty mufquetooners, a

hundred and fifty Albanians, in uniform, and marching two

and two, like our troops. Before the latter was borne the

ftandard of the Prophet, Senjiak Sbert/iy of green filk, with

fentences of the Koran embroidered in gold, and the magnifi-

cent canopy brought from Mecca, guarded by a ftrong body of

Muggrebins, or weftern Arabs, on foot. Then pafled the

Paflia's three tails, (generally of white horfes,) borne by three

3 e 2 men
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men on horfeback ; twelve horfes, (a Pafha of two tails has only

fix,) richly caparifoned, and each bearing a filver target and a

fabre ; fix led dromedaries, in beautiful houfings ; numbers of

the chief perfons of the city followed, among whom were the

Aga of the Janizaries, the governor of the caftle, and the Mo-

haflel. Lad came the Palha himfelf, in a habit of green cloth

adorned with fur of the black fox, preceded by his two fons, the

eldeft about fourteen, all mounted on the mod fpiritcd deeds of

Arabia, and followed by his houfehold troops, to the number of

four hundred, well armed and mounted More than a hun-

dred camels had preceded the reft, bearing the tents and hag-

gage of the Pafha. The whole was conducted without any

noife or tumult, to the great credit of the Damafcene mob,

who had been waiting feveral hours without their ufual repaft.

Damafcus has been often defcribed ; but a refidence of about

two months may enable me to fugged fomc particulars worthy

of notice. The walls are of a circular form, fuburbs large and

irregular. The fituation is in an extenfive plain, filled with gar-

dens, to the length of more than three leagues, and the breadth

of more than a league and a half. At no great didance to the

Ead, rifes a ridge of Anti-Libanus. The river Baradd is above

the city divided into many dreams, which are didributed through

the gardens j fo that there is a fupply for all. The air is ex-

cellent, the foil exuberant in fertility. Fruits more abundant

than I have ever feen, particularly the grapes and apricots,

which are of excellent flavour.

Near
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Near the mountain are forac Saracenic remains of a mofque

and palace, with many infcriptions in Cuphic characters. Thefe

are veftiges of the deftructivc warfare conducted by Timur

Lcng, the hero, the robber, the warrior, the fcourge. The

walls are antient, not very lofty, but ftrong. Gates nine. The

city is divided into twenty-three diftridh, each under its diftinct

magiilrate.

That beautiful tree, the Lombardy poplar, abounds all over

the plain. It is a native of Syria. When old it becomes rag-

ged and uncouth, as ufual in other regions, a monument of

fugitive beauty.

Damafcus is the feat of a confiderable trade ; and its manu-

factures afford a fupport to a great number of Mohammedans

and Chriftians : they confift of filk and cotton, mixed or fepa-

rate, but chiefly mingled together, in the form of what they

call Cottoni or Alleja *. Much foap is alfo fabricated f, which

• The machine ufed in the manufafture is very Pimple, but the fabric is very

complete, and executed with tolerable expedition. To make a cottoni requires one

hundred and twenty-five drams of filk. Half that quantity is fufficient for a

light alleja. The wages of a manufacturer for making the former are fixty paras.

The fabric of white filk is technically called in Arabic crai/bi ; the alleja, darrkli;

the cottoni, daddr. The ordinary leugth of each of thefe is about ten pikes (draa).

The width about a pike.

f The manner of making foap here deferves mention. They ufe oil of olives,

putting to an hundred weight twenty-five pounds of kali, and five pounds of

pulverized chalk. The latter articles are boiled till the water be fufficiently im-

pregnated ; the oil is then poured in, aud the whole boils for three days over a

fire compofed of ftones of olives.
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is carried to different parts of Syria and to Egypt. Such of

the European articles as are ufed by the Orientals, are drawn

from Scidc, Beirut, and Tripoli, to and from all which places,

there are regular caravans, iron, lead, tin, cochineal, broad-

cloth. From Perfia and the Eaft the caravans of Bagdad convey

fliawls, muflins, and the rich fabrics of Surat, a part of which

is confumed in the city, and a part paffes on to other places in

Syria and to European Turkey. To maritime commerce the

Damafccnes were formerly very adverfe, and it is only within

theie few years that they could be prevailed on to fend goods by

fca to Conftantinoplc.

Timur Leng, on his conqucft of Syria, about the begin-

ning of the fourteenth century, conveyed all the celebrated

manufadurcs of fteel from Damafcus into Perfia. Since that

period, its works in fteel have been little memorable. They

were formerly of the higheft reputation in Europe and the

Eaft. The famous fabres appear to have been conftructed,

by a method now loft, of alternate layers, about two or three

lines thick, of iron and ftccl : they never broke, though bent

in the moft violent manner, and yet retained the utmoft power

of edge ; fo that common iron, or even fteel, would divide

under their force.

So far as my rcfearches have enabled me to afecrtain the

population of Damafcus, I fhould not be inclined to compute

it at lefs than two hundred thoufand fouls. That of Aleppo

may be eftimated at two hundred and eighty thoufand.

Some
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Some modern travellers appear to me to have miftaken the

nature of the gradual depopulation of the Eaft. The villages

in general are fo much deferted, that, in the neighbourhood of

Aleppo for inftance, where within the prefent century ftood

three hundred villages, there now remain no more than ten or

twelve. Yet, this depopulation of the villages fwells the

cities and towns, not indeed in the fame proportion, hut ftill

with a rifing tide. The caufes feem to be, 1. In the cities the

modes of gaining a livelihood are more multifarious, and fmall

or no capital is required, whereas in agriculture it is indifpenf-

able. 2. In the cities the property is not tangible, fo to

fpeak; it is veiled from the eye of government, fo as to be fafe

from the exceffive exactions impofed on the peafants, whofe

property is of the moft unwcildy and fclf-apparent defcription.

The peafantry, both in Syria and Egypt, are not Vdlani^ but

as free as any clafs of men ; and it happens unfortunately, that

even a good governor cannot fufficiently protect them, for he

muft either refign, or pay the ufual tributes at the Porte.

Money he muft have, and the modern minifterial arts, of div-

ing into the moft fecret recelTes of property, being there un-

known, he of courfe taxes that which is moft apparent, and the

moft difficult to remove.

Yet the diftindion between a good and a bad governor is,

even here, fufficiently felt ; the population and commerce of

Damafcus being on the increafe, by the juftice and equity of

the prefent Palha; whereas, both had been materially injured

by the violence of Jezzar.

At
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At this moment the fhops in the extenfive bazars, much

larger than thofe of Aleppo, are all opened, and furni(hed with

every fpecies of commodity, and each caravan brings a fupply

of perfons who, Ihunning oppreflion elfewhere, come here for

temporary profit or fixed refidence. The rent of homes,

though ftill low, is fenfibly increafing, and the fuburbs fpread-

ing by new buildings.

»

The Palhalik is the firft in Afia. The prefent Pafha is Ab-

dallah, a man of about fifty years of age, tall and pcribnable,

and of noble extract, his anceftors having been inverted with

Pafhaliks in the hut century. It is hardly neceffary to mention,

that every Pafha has abfolute power of life or death, there being

no appeal from his jurifdicVion.

The inhabitants of Damafcus were formerly noted for their

maltreatment of the Franks, but at prefent I found the pride

of their ignorance fomewhat abated, and obferved no difference

between them and other Oriental citizens. It is deeply to be

regretted, that religion, intended to conciliate mankind, fhould

be the chief caufe of their ferocity againll each other, and

fhould, in an equal proportion, have mingled poifons and anti-

dotes. The Mohammedan himfelf a god, all the reft of man-

kind dogs ! can any benefit recompenfe the pride, the fury, the

eternal enmity, deftruction, and Daughter, inwoven into the

very foul by fuch mifanthropic dogmata ?

A ftriking contrail exifts between the inhabitants of Damaf-

cus and thofe of Aleppo. The Aleppins are vain and feditious

;

the
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the Damascenes, on the contrary, fober, induftrious, and un-

oftentations. The females and children have commonly regular

features and a fair complexion : the drefs of the women nearly

the fame as at Conftantinoplc, white muflin veUs, except

the proftitutes, who, as ufual all over the Eaft, cxpofe their

faces. To paint the face is an improvement unknown among

the Oriental fair, favc the Greeks alone.

' • * * * ... *
r T ******

• •" • • ,
*'"'

The charitable eftabliflimcnts in Damafcus are numerous,

among which may be noted that cdnftruded by Sultan Selim,

for the reception of ftrangers
;
though his munificence have

been fince diverted into other channels. The building confifta

of a vaft quadrangle, lined with a colonade. It is entirely

roofed in fmall domes, covered with lead. The mofque is

grand. The entrance fupported by four large columns of red

granite. It:is covered with a cupola, and has two minarets,

A handfome garden lies adjacent. The apartments are nu-

merous, and the kitchen or mutbacb^ on the fide oppofite to the

mofque, is fuited to the grandeur of the cftablifliment.

The celebrated Afad Pafha, mentioned by Niebuhr and Vol-,

ney, left an only daughter, of whom, on her marriage with

Mohammed Pama Adm, fprang the prefent Paflia Abdallah.

Mohammed Pafha Adm was preceded by Ofman, and fucceeded

by two of his own brothers fucceffively, the laft of whom,

named Derwifh, was expelled by the intrigues of Jezzar, who
gained his office, and married the daughter of Mohammed
Paflia Adm. This marriage of ambition, not of affecYion, ter-

minated in a divorce a year after. Among other inftances of

3 p his
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his bad treatment of this lady, it is recorded that Jezzar, meet*

ing her one day in the houfe, where flie happened to have

cub-cab, or Arabian pattens on her feet, pulled a piftol from his

cincture, and fired it at her, faying, " Art thou the wife of ah

Arabian peafant ? doft thou forget that thou art the wife of a

Pafhar"
•

.

•
. . • • V'i

'

Jezzar retained his ill-won palhalik of Damafcus only a few

years ; his government was a continual fcene of oppreffion and

cruelty, and he is fuppofed to have extorted from the people

not lefs than twenty-five thoufand purfes, or about a million

and two hundred thoufand pounds fterling ; and to have put

to death near four hundred individuals, moft of them innocent;

His own mifconducl and fufpicious deftgns, when leading the

caravan to Mecca, confpired with the machinations of his

enemies at the Porte to deprive him of his office: but living

monuments of his cruelty remain, in the nofelcfs faces and

earlefs heads of many of the Damafcenes. Thus driven from

Damafcus, he returned to his former pafhalik *>F Acre' and Scide\

where he remains. This government, which he held along

with that of Damafcus, he has retafrrcrl upwards of twerity-

feven years.
,o;

' -

v ;

! " ' ' • « I .... . .'.,1/T
* • *• ' • * . " . • « ..I.I ••• •

I. Jezzar was fucceeded by the prefont Pafha Abdullah, whole

administration, though eminent as : before obferved for equity,

is yet. liable to the charge of mifmanagerrrenr. of the pubHc

revenue, and of an indecorous timidity. Under the energetic

fway of Jezzar, the I acred caravan had met with no obit rudi oris

on its route ; but that of tlie prefent year, not only found the

. ; refervoirs
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wfervoirs for water deftroyed or damaged, fo (hat many camels

perifhed for want of that indifpenfable article, but even the

pilgrims were iafultcd by the Arabs, probably incited by the

arts and malicious revenge of Jezzar. By dint of bribes,

however, at the Porte, Abdallah prevented his expected

In the province of Damafcas there arc no taxes upon comr.....
f - •

modities of any kind, fo far as I could difcoyer. The land-

tax, and Jthe capitation-tax on Chrhlians, conftitute the only

refouror, except contingencies ; as fines, and ,avanias» or arbi-

trary exaOions. The mri> or public revenue, may amount to

Jten thoufand purfes, or half a million fterling.

Meat is at prefent fold for thirty-fix paras the rotal, or four-

pence fterling the pound Avoirdupois. A quantity of bread,

fufficient for a meal for four perfons, might be purchafed for a

para. It is very white and good, and remarked to be heft when

the Janizary Aga, who has a cenforial power over the bakers,

is not in the city. Grapes, of.jthe fined flavour, the rotal

three or four paras. Fifh, from the river, is to "be had at a

moderate price, but not remarkably good. Milk, cheefe, and

butter, very cheap. Wild-fowl abounds. on Mount Libanus,

and partridges, in the feafon, are fold for five para* the brace.

Tame fowls for four or five paras each, pigeons, a pair for the

fame fum. -

.4 »•

The air or water of Damafcus, or both, are fuppofed to

operate powerfully againft that loathfome difeaie the leprofy

3 F 2 {borras).
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(£orrar). The inquiries I had occafion to make tended to

prove, that if the difeafe were not too far advanced, it was

always flopped in its progrefs, while the patient remained

there.

• •

The whole expenfe of the facred caravan from Damafcus to

Mecca ufed formerly to amount to four thoufand five hundred

purfes, and an increafe has fince taken place. The Pafha

carries with him, exclufively of this, one thoufand purfes for

his own ufe. Jezzar was accuflomcd to take two thoufand

for the purpofe of buying coffee, which he refold to vaft ad-

vantage. The 4500 purfes are deducted from the imperial .

treafury (cbo/he), and the Pafha is rendered accountable for the
A»

fafety of the caravan. He receives the Senjiak Sheriff, or

Enfign of the Prophet, from the governor of the caftle, giving

an acknowlegement in writing, before witnefTes, in which he

folemnly pledges himfelf to bring it back. Similar forms are

obferved on reftoring it to its place, As foon as the Pafha

arrives near the city on his return, a mefTenger is difpatched to

Conftantinople, who is obliged to perform the journey in **

twenty-five days. He carries water from the famous well >jj^'

Zcm-zcm, near Mecca, and fome dates from Mali no, which

are prefentcd to the Emperor on his vifit to the mofque. After

this, the VVizir prefents a lift of the Paihas for the enfuing

year; the Sultan reads it, and if he object to any nameV
affixes to it a mark, after which the firmans are made out in

due form.
-

'
*.... ^

•
' .• ... • 1

. . ..
* «*
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4

1% CHAP. XXVI.

Journey from Damafcus to Balbec—Syriac language—Balbec—
«r?«*//f difcoveriei—Zahble—Printing-office—Houfes of Da-

mafcus—Return to Aleppo.

On Thurfday the fixteenth of Auguft 1797, fet out from

^Damafcus for Balbec «r ^Heliopolis, attended only by the

owner of the mule I rode on. Arrived at the convent of Seid-

41 v*» '^r train,'which commands a fair view of the city of Damafcus,

v and the plain. Vines and fig-trees adorn the country through

\ i which I travelled. The wine has lefs flavour and body than

J that of Kafrawan, but is efteemed more grateful to the

From Seldnala I proceeded to Malula, a village fituated in

V.*, mountain whrrp is a convent, faid to he of the time of

»'

J6 ^. biffibp, who was going, to * glace near Balbec, an intelligent ,

-

"
"i *< 1 >; and curious man; t We proceeded in company tiU We came- to * * : *

5>ti-^#i»C - :^\-;%v.*vJ V"' -;
r
"

Soon after arrived at k&arat a fmall town on thes North of .,

the road. It is remarked that at this town and at Mal&la alone

.5
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the Syriac (till continues to be a living language; defcending

from father to fon, without the ufe of books. Two of the

muleteers I obferved to converfe together more willingly in

that language, than in dtt Arabic, which in found it nearly

rcfemble8.
» y-

.. 0 «-

. On the 19th patted under Dabr-cl-ckur, Aippofed to be the

higheft fummit of the Anti-Libanian chain of mountains. The

following day having fet out four and a half hours before day-

break, the -muleteers loQ; 'the road, and we were obliged to ^
wait for funrife, chilled with the intenfe cold of tlicfc high

mountains, which we felt fcverely in our hand* add feet.

Arrived at Balbec about noon the fame day, after defcending . . -v (
for nearly three hours through a ravine, or deep glen^an die

mountain, a rugged and, in fome places, a ftcep road^-* l t * v

From the high grounds we had a perfect view of Balbec, — 4t

and went to feek our lodging under fome walnut-trees, on the «

North of the caftle. Some precaution was neeeuary againft *

y
the Metaweliy Mohammedans of the feci of Ali, who once

formed a powerful and ferocious tribe ; eveu now, tkeugk

cruthed in a grcat degree by the exertions -of Jezzar, thfey 1*"
.

continue to persecute ftrangers, who have often fufferfd from t- V-

V

their predatory difpofition. » 5^*^p ,

The antiquities of Balbec have been often defcribed, and I_ * «
(

» £
did not obferve ,anything particular to add on ;thar?toprc#* ^ „**.•

Proceeded to Zahble
%
a pleafaat town among the mountain^. "* '

5

Obferved the Lombardy poplar in abundupce. , hx Zalfhle met
*"
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with a young man, a Drufe, who informed me, that near

Balbec, two or three years ago, in digging, the body of a man

was found, interred in a kind of vault, having a piece of un-

damped gold in his mouth ; near him was a number of leaden

plates, marked with characters to them unknown
;

they were

fold and melted. In another place was difcovered a fmall ftatue,

very perfect, but I could not learn where it had been depofited.

Zabble is a large town, chiefly, if not folely inhabited by

Chriftians; it fends forth feven hundred men fit for war. The

town is divided into five diftricts, each having its feparate

Shech, who pays tribute to the Emir of the Drufes j they com-

plain of oppreffion ; and the ftate of the place, and the adjacent

country, fhews that their complaints are not void of founda-

tion. The town is flickered by mountains, but the locufts are

very deftrucVive. Tobacco is one of the chief articles of cul-

tivation. A rivulet rolling from the rocks turns the mills and

waters the grounds ; air falubrious and never tainted with ex-

ceflive heat.

i

Near Zabble faw what is called the tomb of Noab, a long

ftfucltfre, feemingly part of an aqueduct; ,h extends about

fixty feet* the ftature of Noah according to Oriental tradition.

The pilgrims who came formerly to worfhip in the mofque near

it were very numerous ; and the religious revenue is faid to

amount to three hundred purfes; annually.

'.r'-j a;!; *;•> «! .-•.*
1 ' i: : • •

; \«

Among the mountains the people have an air of health not

obftrvable in the cities. Magic is' ftill credited, and feveral are

aocufed before the bifhop for incantatioui, producing love or

•f 4 *g enmity.

1
*. &

'
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enmity. The pious antipathy between the Greeks and Catholic*

reigns here in all its fury.

''

m
• .: . ,

:'.>.'.,.
After a journey of two days, through a rugged route along

the ridge of the mountain, arrived at the convent of St, John,

where the printing-office is. Paper being dear, and no demand

for books, the prefs is flopped. Arabic books alone were

edited.

On my return by Zibdani obferved there a gate of Grecian

archite&ure. PatTed through a rich vale, watered by the

Baradi, formerly the Chryforrhoas, to Damafcus.

So numerous are the fruit-trees in the vicinity of this city,

that thofe which die and are cut down, fupply it with abundant

fire-wood. They are alfo ufed for building, together with the

the walnut-tree and Lombardy poplar. The houfes in Damaf-

cus are remarkably large and commodious, and well fupplied

with water; of many the furniture is worth from one to

five hundred purfes, or from five thoufand to twenty-five

thoufand pounds, in divans or large fopbas, of the richeft (ilk,

embroidered with pearl, Perfian carpets, mirrors, &c.

The melinganay a fpecies of the folanum, is confumed here

in fuch quantities as a common vegetable, that fifty hundred

weight is eftimated the daily fupply of the city.

Returned from Damafcus to Aleppo, 7th October 1 797, a

journey of twelve days. Almoft every town or village on the

& 1i ' route

»
- .. • ^
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route has its market, fo that there is no occafion to prepare pro-

vifions; the caravanferais are in a ruinous fituation.

On vifiting the caftle of Aleppo, obferved a remarkable fad

confidering the populoufncfs of the city. There were only

eighteen prifoners, eight of whom were confined for debt, and

the remainder on account of the riot between the Janizaries

and Sherifs. The debtor is not permitted, in the whole Turkifh

empire, to be confined above one month; during which term,

according to the Mohammedan doctors, his property muft

appear, if he have any, and if none, they confider it unjuft to

detain him. But this mild regulation is fometimes fruftrated
;

for if a claim lie for four thoufand piafters, for example, the

creditor may firft proceed againft him for five hundred, and

bring a frefli charge at the end of every month till the whole

be paid, or till the debtor have remained in priibn one month

on every dtftinft procefs.
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CHAP. XXVII.

Journey from Aleppo towards Conftantinople—Route—Aintab—
Mount Taurus—Boftan—Inhabitants^ their manners and dreft

Kaifaria-—Angora—Walls and antiquities—Angoragoats—
Manufa&ures—Topography—Journey to Ifmit—Topography—
General remarks concerning Anatolia or Afta Minor.

O n the 21ft of October 17979 fet out from Aleppo on my

journey through Anatolia to Conftantinople. I had a horfe for

myfelf, and another for an Armenian fervant
; feventy mules

carried the merchandize of the caravan.

The direct road lies by Beilan and Adene, Konia, Kutahia,

and Burfa, but Kutcbuk Ali, the Pafha of Beilan, being in a

ftate of rebellion, we were conftrained to turn to the North-eaft

by an unufual route, through the cities of Aintab, Kaifana, and

Angora.

Between Aleppo and Aintab the country is well watered,

and, though fomewhat ftony, capable of being cultivated in a

threefold degree.

On the 30th arrived at Aintab, a large town or city, inha-

bited by Mohammedans and Chriftians, both Armenian and

Greek.
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Greek. It has a fortrefs and a garrifon of Janizaries. Here

the Turkifli language firft becomes general. The chief com-

merce is leather and raw hides ; {kins of goats are dyed red

and yellow, into what is called Turkey leather. The houfes arc

built of (tone, which is very cheap; there are five principal

mofques
;
through fomc of the ftreets devolve flrcams of water,

and the air is falubrious. On the South fide is a large burying

ground, which at a diftance feems an extenfivc fuburb. On the

North is the caftle, apparently coeval with that of Aleppo, built

on an artificial elevation. The city however is entirely com-

manded from the adjacent hills. It is governed by a MitfcUim,

appointed by the executive power at Conftantinople. The Ja-

nizaries and Shcrifs are here as riotous as at Aleppo. Staple

commodities arc, the leather above mentioned, cottons for their

own ufe, and various- coloured woollens, of which jackets arc

made, and fent to other parts. It alfo produces dlps^ a confec-

tion made of the grounds of wine and almonds.

After travelling for feveral days, afcended Mount Taurus, now

called Kurun. The afcent and defcent occupied three days.

This is a chain of high rocky mountains, running from Eaft to

Weft, the inhabitants arc chiefly Kurds ; and the Turcomans

retire here in the fummer from the plain ofAntioch, as before

mentioned. Many thoufand acres abound with cedars of great

frze and age; favines and junipers cover fome of the brows.

The cedars throw around a delicious odour. Some of our

company, when they wifhed to warm themfclves, the air being

cold to excefs, would fet fire to the dead trees by kindling a

302 little



TRAVELS IN AFRICA,

little dry grafs, which would inftantly fcize the branches, and

foon confumed the whole tree. The bafes of the mountains

generally confift of tufa. Mod of the hills are divided by ra-

pid rivulets of the pureft water.

On commencing the afcent of Mount Taurus, obferved feve-

ral roads leading to the right ; one of them conduces to the

copper mines of Tokat, which are very rich, and yield a conft-

derable revenue to the emperor.

After defcending Mount Taurus, arrived in the extenfive

plain of Bottan, which confifts of fertile foil, is watered by the

river formerly called Sarus, and furrounded with mountains.

Boftan is a town rather of fmall fize, and prefenting nothing

memorable. Here I firft obferved little two-wheeled carts,

drawn by two oxen. The wheels are folid, and the axle turns

with them, fo that their progrefs is fufficiently vociferous.

Market poor. The inhabitants, like thofe of Anatolia in gene-

ral, form a ftriking contrail to the more poliflied natives of

Syria. They infpe&ed us with ftupid curiofity, and without

the ufual tokens of falutation praclifed by the Arabs. The com-

mon drefs a fliort jacket and fringed turban. The women here

are of fair florid complexion, and wear on their heads broad

flat pieces of metal, to (helier their faces from the fun and rain,

Thefe refemble common eating plates, and are fattened with

firings under the chin ; the rich have them of filver, others are

copper. Their perfons and motions are uncouth and deflitute

of
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of the lafcivious mincing, the motus hnici
y
of the Egyptian and

Syrian women.

From Boftan to Kaifaria the country is plain, but ill culti-

vated and thinly inhabited- Near the city there are however

feveral productive fields, and watered by the river Termok.

This river we had pafled a day's journey from Kaifaria, run-

ning to the South. Near that city the Lombardy poplar again

appears in abundance.

Kaifaria is diftinguithed at a diftance by two remarkable hills,

one of them lofty, and at this time covered with fnow. This is

Weft of the town. The other, which is to the South, is round

and ifolated, but not fo high. The town is on the fouth fide

of a fertile plain, well watered by the Yermok and fome rills,

and contains a good number of inhabitants. They are now

ploughing. In entering the town I obferved numbers of the

fliaggy, ftrong, and large camels, which are bred by the Turco-

mans. The black buffaloe, like that of Egypt, is very com-

mon here. Kaifaria is governed by a M'ttfclitm
y
who is ap-

pointed from Conftantinoplc. The city belongs to the Reis

Efiendt. .It is furrounded by walls, now in bad replSr. Great

quantities of timber are brought here from the mountains, and

tranfported to various quarters.

Angora is eight days' journey nearly North-weft from Kaifa-

ria. On the fourth day pafled a plain, watered or rather

inundated by the river Tumm. On the eighth day pafled a

bridge,
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bridge, over a rapid but apparently ihallow river, one of the

branches of the Halys, at a fpot where it makes its appearance

from betwixt abrupt rocks. Route variegated with hills, but

on the whole rather plain.

«

Reached Angora on the 2 2d of November, two hours before

fun-fet. This city is vifible at fome diftapce, being in a lofty

fituation. It has a ftriking and agreeable appearance. It is

fituatcd on a fmall river. The caftle is very antient, and in

former times may have appeared impregnable, being raifed on

a high perpendicular rock. There is a chain of outworks to a

confiderable extent, occupying all the high ground.

The city has been furrounded by a fubftantiai wall, in fome

places apparently double. Marks of a ditch alfo are vifible. I

paued three gates, and was told there were three or four more.

Fragments of Greek inferiptions may be obferved on two of

the gates. On the North-weft are faid to be remains of an

amphitheatre, which circumftances prevented me from vifiting.

-

In the city are the ruins of a magnificent Curia, creeled in the

time of Auguftus. The architecture is Corinthian, and parts

of the inferiptions are well preferred, complimentary to that

emperor.

•

The ftones which form the walls arc durable, and of an ex-

cellent quality. The city muft have been ftrong, being com-

manded by no adjacent height. Market well fupplied, efpecially

with
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with honey and excellent bread. The people are the moft po-

lifhed I have yet feen in Anatolia.

The trade is chiefly in yarn, of which our flialloons are

made, and their own manufacture of Angora fluffs. Of the

latter I am told they make yearly from fifteen to twenty thou-

fand pieces, of thirty Stambul pikes each, or nearly twenty-two

yards. The breed of goats they fay is on the decline. There

is however a great extent of country which is capable of fup-

plying food to their flocks ; fo that the number might be eafily

augmented. Each goat produces on an average from two to

three hundred drams annually. The hair is taken from the

whole body, and not the belly alone. They are morn once a

year, the (heep twice. The wool of the latter is particularly

fine and long. Of the goats' hair they have, it is reported, made
fhawls here, equal in quality to the Kafhmirian, and as wide.

They coft the maker one hundred piafters a-piece ; but the ma-

nufacturers were unable to work flowers in them. They have

alfo made good cloth ; but the fabric was abandoned for want

of encouragement. A fpecial regulation conftrains them to work

the fhalloons with double thread, otherwife they might be made
much finer. The beft of the Angora fluffs, worked by the

piece, (lands the manufacturer in about feventy paras the pike,

or two thoufand (= 3I. ios. or 3I. 15s.) the piece. I fliould ob-

ferve that in the manufacture of camlets no wool is ufed. Wax
* is exported, and in this part of Anatolia arc cultivated large

quantities of opium.

The
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The Angora cats are confined to the fame diftrict with the

goats. The foil is a fine red marl ; but there is no peculiarity

fo ftriking in the fite, foil, or air, as to offer any probable induc-

tion concerning the origin of thofe two remarkable breeds

of animals, fo diflimilar from thofe of other regions of the

Eaft.

' Angora is one of the neateft cities I have yet vifited. The

ftreets are paved with large granite, but without foot-paths.

Wax is produced in the neighbourhood, to the value of two

thoufand piafters a year ; one fourth of which quantity is ge-

nerally confumed in the city itfelf. It is furrounded by moun-

tains, but there are numerous gardens near it, producing much

fruit, efpecially excellent pears, which are fent for prefents to

Conftantinople. The efculent plants barely fuffice for the city,

and the corn is brought from other places, the land being em-

ployed mod profitably in the pafturage of the goats.

On the 1 6th of November 1797 proceeded towards Ifmit or

Nikmid, the antient Nicomedia, a maritime town, diftant ten

days. On the firft day of our route faw the river of Angora

running north through the plain. Two days after met fifty

camels laden with fuller's earth for the manufacturers of An-

gora. The 30th of November obferved in the fide of a hill

a moll beautiful appearance of flrata, to the number of nine

or ten in the breadth of eight feet, the wideft of them grey

chalky ftone, then a wide one of red earth, or marl, then nar-

row ones of red earth and chalk alternately, each about four

inches wide ; furface gravel.

December
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December 7th, fet out from Koftabec three hours before

fun-rife, and did not reach Tourbali till about one in the after-

noon. The general face of the country is a rocky foreft of

pines and oaks. We kept moftly in the valley, till half pad

nine in the evening, when we afcended a very high mountain,

which we alfo in part defcended before we reached Tourbali.

Several fmall ftreams defcend both to the North and the South ;

one in particular, forming the river that runs by Angora.

This part of Mount Olympus muil in courfe be very high.

I found grapes in almoft all the towns, after leaving Angora,

but thofe of Teracli were the beft I had feen fince leaving Da-

mafcus
; they are white, and of a fine flavour, and fome of

them of very large fize.

December 5th, after paffing Yeywa, came to a long well-built

bridge over the confiderable and rapid river, which difembogues

into the Black fea, called Sakaria: a long bridge leads over the

marfhy lands to Ifm'it^ a large town, extended in length, built on

the fide of a hill to the eaft of the plain. The mountains near

it are lofty, and become vifible long before one arrives there.

Ifmit is paved, but dirty, and built of wood. Moil of the

houfes have a garden attached to them. The khan is neat, but

not very large—Few remains of antiquity. A great number of

Greeks reticles here.

On the 7th left Ifmit, and after paffing along the more to Scu-

tari, where we arrived in the morning of the 9th, proceeded

immediately to Conftantinople.

3 H Some
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Some general remarks arife concerning Anatolia, formerly

Afia Minor. The parts through which we palled have more of

the wild and romantic* than of the cultivated afpeft ; foil very

various, but a deep clay is the moft prevailing. Wheat and bar-

ley, and the yellow durra, Holcus Arundinaccus^ form the chief,

if not only products of agriculture. The whole is pervaded by

hordes of Kurds and Turcomans. Numerous mendicants. The

little fecurity there is arifes from the fuperior ferocity of a few

Pafhas, which allows of no robbery fave their own. The de-

population is gradual, conftant, and infallible, and indubitably

arifes from the extreme badncfs of the government, than which

nothing more wretched can well be conceived.

• Throughout Syria and Anatolia is eftabliflied a kind of toUs called gbaftr,

demanded under pretence of keeping up the roads, and freeing them from rob-

bers. A fixed fum is exacted from all Chriflians ; and even an European,

though furnifhed with a travelling firman, often finds it difficult to avoid paying

them. Mohammedans pay what they pleafe, or even nothing.

In Syria thefe tolls are of no apparent ufe ; the demand is fomewhat con-

fiderable, the roads are not repaired, and there is no defence but immemorial

cuftom. In Anatolia, where there are woods, fome refponfibility is attached

to the office of toll-gatherer, in cafe a traveller is robbed ; and the fum paid is

more reasonable.
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CHAP. XXVIII.

Obfcrvations at Conjlantinople—Pa/wan Oglo—Character of the

prefent Sultan—State of learning—Public libraries—Turkijb

tafle—Coals—Greek printing-boufe—Navy—Return to Eng-

land.

Wh en I arrived at Conftantinople there was a confiderablc

alarm raifed by the progrefs of the arms of Pafwdn Oglo, Pafha

of Wlddin. Originally Aga of that city, that is, chief of the Ja-

nizaries and commandant, he formed a powerful oppofitionto the

Pafha, confifting ofmany rich and eminent inhabitants, who were

diflatisfied with the Pauia's conduct By numerous intrigues and

difputes the latter was gradually deprived of his authority, and

Pafwan Oglo ufurped his place. After the laft Ruffian war, the

Porte being much in want of money, had recourfe to new and

unpopular mcafurcs of finance. Taxes were for the firft time

impofed on articles of confumption, as grain and wine. Paf-

wan availed himfelf of the difcontents occafioned by thefe impo-

fitions, and as his power increafed boafted that he would correct

fuch abufes.

The Porte, following its ufual policy of rewarding where it

cannot punilh, of decorating the head which it wifhes to ftrike

3 H 2 off,
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off, confirmed Pafwan in the Paflialik. His military force at

firft did not exceed four or five thoufand, but, by the influx of

the dilcontented, was now fwellcd to fifteen thoufand or more,

of cnthufiaftic and determined followers. Mod of them con-

fifted of the Janizaries on that fide of Romelia, who were ex-

tremely diflatisfied at having paffed unrewarded after the bril-

liant actions they had performed againft the Auftrian arms,

and at the encouragement given to the recently eftablifhed corps

of Fufileers, an innovation which Rung their ancient prejudices.

The Aga of the Janizaries at Conftantinople, being confulted

on the fuppreffion of the rebellion, gave his opinion, that there

was danger left the Janizaries fhould go over to their brethren.

The Diwan aflemWed in great perplexity, all were irrefolute,

till the Capitan-pafha, Huffein, faid, " Nothing can be more

eafy than to crufh this rebel." The members inftantly retorted,

that if it were fo eafy, why not undertake that duty himfelf.

Huffein exclaimed, " Only give me the means, and I pledge

myfelf to conduct them !" He was in confequence appointed,

and abundant fupplies of men and money were afligned. In-

ftead of Janizaries, the Timariots or feudal troops of Afia were

fummoned. Before I left Turkey a flight fkirmifli had taken

place. The troops which marched againftWiddin were computed

at one hundred and fifty thoufand. Pafwan Oglo, unable to meet

fuch a multitude in the field, was contented to defend Widdin.

His fuccefs and further progrefs are fulficiently known.

A new inftitution had been recently ordained by the reigning

Sultan. Perceiving that his troops had been unable to oppofe

thofe
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thofe of Ruflb , he had, with the afliftanct of the French, who
fupplied non-commiffioned officers to inftruct them, founded a

regular corps of infantry, confifting of about one thoufand. They

were clothed in a tighter drefs, and their arms* fupplied by go-

vernment. The French have alfo affifted the Turks in carting

a great number oi brafs field-pieces and battering cannon ; nor

are they without fome flying artillery.

«

The prefent Sultan is not deficient in difcernment, or warm

wifhes to promote the happinefs of his people ; but through the

ufual imperfection of his education, he is the flave of his own
impetuofity, and a ftranger to the recefles of the human heart.

His motives are generally right, but the means, oppofed by po-

pular prejudices, are often ineffectual.

Sultan Selim, after correcting the police of the capital, turned

his beneficent views to the encouragement of learning among
his fubjects. He has revived the mathematical fchool, in which,

however, fmall progrefs had been made ; his ignorance of the

world leading him to think that his orders can form minds, and*

that a penfion confers capacity. He has reftored the printing

office, and a new Arabic type was catling by an ingenious Ar-

menian. But whether the improvement of the type may con-

tribute to the diffufion of folid knowlege among the Turks, may
fairly be questioned. The firft book ordered to be printed was

a Perfian dictionary. An engraver on copper is alfo fettled

here, the fubjects are the armillary fphere, fome plans of forti-

fication, the box-compafs, and the like.

• Mufltet and bayonet.

The
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The Turks are remarkable for half-meafures. In the mathe-

matical and marine fchool, a fubftantial and commodious build-

ing, they are furnifhed with every thing—except inftruments

and books ; the clafs fmall or none ; but the end of the infti-

tution is confidercd as completely anfwered, as there are profef-

fors who meet and fmoke their pipes together.

There are feveral Kuttub-chans^ or public libraries, among

which the principal are thofc of St. Sophia and the Solimanie

Jamafy ; but none fo elegant as that built by Raghib Pafha, for-

merly Grand Wizir. The magnificent inftitutions of this great

man being envied by the Sultan of the day, his head was the

forfeit of his virtues. This library is an infulated building, in

the middle of a fquare court, confuting entirely of marble, and

very neat and convenient. A large tomb, decorated with gilt

brafs, in which Raihib Paflia is buried, forms the centre of the

library. Around are numerous books, on all fubje&s, chiefly

as ufual theology ; convenient feats and elegant carpets and

cushions for the readers. A librarian conftantly attends. The

light is well difpofed, and the place perfectly quiet ; fo that I

have no where feen a building or inftitution more complete of

the kiud. The apartment is raifed above the ground by feven

or eight eafy ftcps. Fronting the ftrect there is a fchool,

founded by the fame Pafha. It is a convenient room, of thirty-

five feet long and proportionate width, where about an hundred

boys are taught to read and write, and the more fimple part of

their theology. There is only one clafs, which attends every

day for two hours in the morning and two in the afternoon.

I met
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I met with a Mohammedan, a native of Balk, who under-

stood the firft fix books of Euclid. A young Englifhman, who
has embraced Iflamifm, and is lately eftablifhed at Conftan-

tinople, had tranflated Euclid into Turkifli, and publifhed an

agronomical ephemeris. Having received fome encourage-

ment, he was proceeding to read lectures on mathematical

fubjects. Many fcribes arc found here who write elegantly and

correctly.

The national tafte does not fecm rapidly to improve. One
of the Sultanas, filters of the monarch, has not long fince built

a villa on the Bofphorus, half in the European ftyle, half in the

Chinefe.

There is a confiderable market for books, containing many
ihops, well fupplied.

Strata of coals are found at about four hours diftance on the

European fide. An officer in the fervice of the Porte informed

me that he had at firft obtained the exclufive right of working

them. He fent them to the Crimea. Since that time better

coals having been found in that country, and the right of

working them having been foon afterwards taken from him, the

mine was neglected, and then difcontinucd. It was difficult to

work on account of the fandy foil which fell in. He faid he

could fell them at Conftantinople for a para the oke.

Went to a Greek printing-houfe concluded by an Armenian.

They were printing a fmall exhortation in the Greek language,

written
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written by Anthimus, Patriarch of Jcrula'.em, againfi: the pre-

vailing tenets of Deifm and Atheifm. They throw off about a

thoufand fheets a day.

The navy has of late been greatly improved by Le Brun and

other French (hip-builders. On the ad of April 1798 there

were eight (hips of war at anchor in the Bofphorus ; three

feventy-fours, four fifties, one forty. The whole navy amounts

to fifteen fliips, fit for fervice, and of confiderable force.

•

Th« Turkim women, in fine weather, ape the European

cuftom of taking the air in their carriages, in a great fquare j

but they are concealed in fmall latticed waggons, and veiled.

They thus lofe the beft part of the difplay, " the mighty plea-

fure of being feeru"

I (hall clofc my remarks on Conftantinople with obferving,

that the country between it and Adrianople is completely plain,

and that the capital is, on the land fide, incapable of any defence

againft a vidorious army. The uncertainty of the winds and

channels join with the forts to defend the other fide from any

fudden affault.

Proceeding through Wallachia to Vienna, Prague, Drefden,

Leipfic, Potfdam, Berlin, and Hamburg, I arrived in London

on the 16th of September, 1798, after an abfence of nearly

feven years.
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CHAP. XXIX.

Comparative view of life and bappincjs in the Eajl and in

Europe.

• •

Et qui plus eJL, il meJemble que je n'ay rencontre ptere de

manieres, qui ne vaillent Us nojlres. Montaigne.

Th e great contraft which is obfervable between the manners

and perfonal charader of the Orientals and Europeans, in-

fenfibly leads to a comparifon of its refult in fociety. The

character of every nation merits the attention of the philo-

sopher ; and the lefs that nation refembles ourfelves, the more

its diftinguifhing features require our investigation.

While vanity inftigates us to claim an undifputed Superiority,

experience often compels us to doubt the validity of the Sen-

tence on which we infill. We arc fearful of being reduced to

acknowlege, that the labour, the thought, the agitation which

have place among us, often augment not the happinefs of the

individual, and are of doubtful utility to the collective body.

It is not however defigned to infift on any fuch conceflion ;

3 i and
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and only a few confederations (hall be offered in the order that

they arife.

Animo fatis hrcc veftigia parva fagaci

Sunt, per quae poflis cognofcere cxtera tutc.

Lucretius.

Impatience, activity, and fanguine hope, are habits of

an European. By education his imagination is exalted

and his ideas arc multiplied. By reading, and frequent

intercourfe with foreigners, he is enabled to prefent to

himfclf the ftate of diftant times and remote nations.

Their knowlege, their arts, their pleafures become familiar to

him
;

and, from a fixed principle of the human mind, the

lively idea of all thefe advantages generates the hope of appro-

priating them. His firft attempt is haply crowned with fuccefs,

and he is thus ftimulatcd to farther effort : but as the bounds

fixed to his attainments are removed the farther he advances,

and improvement is infinite, his ultimate difappointment is

inevitable, and it is felt with a poignancy proportioned to the

confidence of his firft hopes.

The habits of the Oriental, on the contrary, are indolence,

gravity, patience. His ideas arc few in number; and his

fentimcnts In courfc equally rare. They are, however, gene-

rally correct, fpringing from the objects around him, and for

the moll part limited to thofe objects.

A chief caufe of this contraft, muft be the mode of education

in each community. Education fliould be the art of forming

man
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man on the principles of nature
; by due attention to her un-

erring progrefs, no advantage of life can remain un improved,

and no duty can be mifunderftood. But in no nation with

whofe hiftory we are acquainted, has fuch a fyftem been

eftablifhed. Almoft every one forms its difciples on the nar-

row views of that community, and nature is diftorted and

paralifed by authority.

The leading fault of education in the various parts of the

Turkifli empire, originates in the prevailing fupcrftition. Where-

ever this does not operate, the practice is lufficiently rational.

The children of the Arabs early attain the character of man-

hood. A grave demeanour, fortitude in fuffering, refped for

age, filial affection, contempt for frivolous amufements, fru-

gality, temperance, hofpitality, are taught in the caficft and

mod efFectual manner—by example ; and where there is leaft

probability of counter-inftruction—in the houfe of the father.

They are early taken out of the hands of women, and fent

to ftudy the Koran ; an employment which indeed has only

the negative advantage of faving a portion of their time from

pofitive idlenefs. As they advance towards maturity, little

coercion is employed, but no incitement is adminiftered to

error. The father gradually accuftoms himfelf to treat his fon

gn the footing of an equal ; who, on the other hand, feldom

forgets the refpect which U not imperioufly exacted.

3i * The
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The drefs of children is free from ligatures, their diet fimple,

and they are accuftomed to variations of feafon, and enured to

fatigue. Thefc are a part of the advantages of Oriental edu-

cation. Among its more ferious inconveniences may be

enumerated, an exceflive credulity, the offspring of profound

ignorance, and a keennefs bordering on diflionefty and fallhood.

It is not eafy to gain knowlege which is not fought. The boy

refpefts his father, and the fummit of his ambition is to imitate

his fire. The parent is guided chiefly by the reflection, how far

he may extend his purfuit of gain with impunity ; of courfe a

very refined morality is not to be expected from the fon.

Happinefs once confined to the fmall circle of a family, little

anxiety remains for the world at large. Hence the faintnefs

of the conception of a community, and the duties arifing

from it.

In Europe, education is the art of moulding the foul to the

times ; and the preceptor is commonly fuccefsful in conveying

the inftruction, of which experience has taught him the advan-

tage, and which he is no ftranger to the mode of applying.

Advancement is the object; and to obtain it activity is re-

quired. This end is gained ; but in the art of directing the

powers of his mind to the attainment of his own happinefs,

or to the public utility, or of preferving his body fane and

vigorous, the man remains ftill a child ; and thus the true ob-

ject of education is fruftrated. We have on this head then, it

would feetn, no great rcafon to boaft our fuperiority.

' The
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The diftinctive character of a nation is not to be fought in

great cities. The manners of thefc reciprocally approximate.

In that part of Egypt where the character of women is unfo-

phiflicated by mixture, however flrong their paffions, they are

not unchafte. This perhaps proceeds more from the influence

of public opinion, than the fancVions of municipal law.

Among the people, as they are to take part in domeftic

duties, their education is bounded by the ufeful. Among the

opulent it extends to the ornamental, and many females in

Kahira are taught to read and write. Inftead of complaining

of their feclufion as an injury, they may fometimes be ob-

ferved tenacious of it as a mark of refpect. That feclufion,

though originating in the real or fuppofed licentioufnefs of the

fex, is, at this time, far from being the effect of individual

jealoufy, but by long adoption, become a part of bien-feance.

" I confented to become your wife," faid a woman to her

hufband, in my hearing, " that I might be veiled or private,

majlure, and remain tranquil in my family ; not to be fent to

the market, to meet the eyes of cbalk-illab
% all the world."

This feclufion of women has an important effect in focicty

;

and the Orientals are accordingly, as has often been remarked,

in a great degree ftrangers to the paflion of love. It is thought

indecent in company to fpeak much of women, and no man
would venture to'declare, that he had a preference for a parti-

cular woman, or intended to marry her.

Social
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Social intercourfe is thus rendered lefs vivacious and amufing,

but numbcrlefs inquietudes arc avoided. They who affirm,

however, that nothing is fought from women, among the

people of the Eaft, but fenfual gratification, feem to err. Why
fliould a man, by having fcveral women, neceffarily become

infcnfiblc to what is amiable or eftimable in any individual

among them ? Or is individual character rendered abfolutely

indiftind by their being affociated together ?

They are equally in error who affert, that women in the

Eaft are flaves. Perhaps it might corre&ly be fakl that they

are treated as children ; but, fuppofing this to be true, do not

tendcrnefs and affection operate towards children ?

-

They hold not the fame rank as in Europe ; and if they

did, the intrigues carried on in the barem
y
would render their

hulbands and themfelves miserable. In their prefent ftate,

accidents of this kind are not without ill effects, but, in general,

ferve rather to minifter a caufe of diverfion, than to produce any

very ferious evil. Of courfe they give much lefs difturbance

than in Europe.

The fpirit of Chivalry, foftered by the Crufades, changed,

in the heated imagination of the youthful hero, the lovely

object of his defires, into a deity that was to be adored. The

viable nature of the divinity fanned the flame of devotion;

Whether the fair benignly frailed, or fcornfully averted her

countenance from the humble votary, her perfections were

equally the fubject of his eulogies, and her will of his propitia-

tion.
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lion. But all his fervices were fublimely difinterefted, and

were to remain without hope of remuneration, till giants mould

be immolated to her perfections, and widows and orphans chaunt

forth in her prefencc the praifes of their generous deliverer.

Thefe chafte amours, in which all was elevated, and all ex-

qulfitely unnatural, according to modern ideas, were yet the

foundation of the rank women hold in modern Europe. This

fyftem, forced and contrary to nature, could not long have

place, and perhaps the fex itfelf grew fatiated with the frigid

adulation of diftant votaries, however flattering to it6 vanity.

A more licentious gallantry then took place, and the charm

was quickly duTolved. The intercourfe between the fexes being

at length reduced to the fimple gratification of the fenfual de-

fire, fociety was almoft in the fame Mate in the Weft, as in the

Eaft, at the period when the feclufion of females firft took

place.

But the Europeans adopted a different plan. They either

defpifed the fecurity of bolts and bars as ineffe&ual, or too

much of their former refpedt yet remained to allow the attempt.

The fex at length wearied, but not fatiated with fimple fenfu-

ality, was governed in the choice of its indulgences by caprice
j

and the men were ftudioufly employed to attract the seillades of

their miftrefles, and to chain this fickle fentiment, by varied

foppery and grimace. Hence the romantic tales of our novels,

hence the inconfequential conduct of their heroes, and hence

the agitations of our focieties, at which the Orientals would

fmile.

It
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It is not faid, that the miferies and violent diflfenfions which

exift in families, refult from the rank females hold in European

fociety. Eternal litigations, and all the confufion of fevere

laws and loofe morals are not attributed to that caufc. It is

only hinted that thefe evils arc coetancous with that ftate of

fociety, and that the pure inftitution of matrimony may be

enforced by the commanding voice of religion, and fandioned

by municipal law, yet thofe evils may remain without a

remedy.

The young of each fex are, in Europe, brought together,

and taught to attach themfelves to each other: but interdicted

from uniting, unlefs equal in rank, fortune, &c Paflion

however is ftrongeft at an early age, when the reafon which

ihould guide it is weakeft. But the public inflitutions eternize

the punifhment of a momentary folly. Parental authority, at

other times, interferes, and pretending only folicitude for the

child's happinefs, renders both the parent and the offspring

mifcrable.

The hufband is vain of exhibiting in public his admired

bride. From familiarities with a variety of men which, by being

public, arc authorized, fhe is induced to try them in private.

The man becomes unhappy and ridiculous, the wife difgraced,

and the lover impovcriflied. Little or nothing of this is known

in the Eaft.

Another linking dillimilitude between the Europeans and

Orientals is obfervable in the number and quality of their

refpettive
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refpecVtve laws, and the adminiftration of public juftice.

Though a multitude of commentaries has been written on the

iimple maxims contained in the Koran, applying them to the

particular cafes which occur in fociety, the whole falls far ihort,

in point of extent, of the moft fimplc fyftems of jurifprudence

with which we are acquainted. The fingle circumfiance of

each man being advocate in his own caufe, contracts all judicial

proceedings to a fmall compafs, and, whether juftly or unjuftly,

all legal difputes are fpeedily terminated. So that no man can

bequeath to his family the inheritance of judicial ruin.

It will no doubt be thought, that the corrupt charafter of

judges, and the fale of their decrees, are evils for which no

advantages can compenfate j and here, at leaft, it may be urged,

that in Europe the adminiftration of juftice is more equal, and

the right is not generally to be fliaken by a bribe.

On the other hand, whatever may be the integrity of the

judges in their decifions, the length and delay of the pro-

ceedings is fufficient to re-produce all the evils which are

thought to be obviated by the abfence of judicial corruption.

If one of the parties be poor and the other rich, the latter

commonly has the option of ruining the former by throwing

impediments in the way of a decifion ; and it is of little im-

portance to a man to know that he is ultimately victorious,

when his property is already confumed, ere the caufe draw near

its termination.

3 k But
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But independently of the immenfe expenfe of a procefs in

moft countries of Europe, the anxiety and fufpenfe while it is

depending, tend to leflen the happinefs of fociety, and are, by

their frequency, ferious evils.

Domeftic manners furnifti a more minute, but not unim-

portant contrail. In receiving ft rangers at his houfe and when

they leave it, the Oriental teftifies no great emotion. The

vifitor is welcomed rather by actions than words. An Arab

or Turk having once accorded protection, which he does with

a kind of diftance and hauteur, never afterwards withdraws it.

and his word may be relied on. In vifiting, as is well known,

the common but abfurd pra&ice, which obtains among our-

felves, of urging thofe to ftay longer, of whofe company one

is already tired, is obviated by the fimple ufe of a little fcented

wood in a cenfer.

In their communications every thing tends rather to tran-

quillize the mind, than to excite the paffions. The quarrels of

the mere mob, indeed, evaporate in idle vociferation ; but

among perfons of any breeding, the voice is fcarcely ever

raifed above its ordinary tone.

The greateft number of menials in a family (and in the Eaft

they are very numerous) occafions no confufion. All is con-

dueled in filence and order. All fuch directions as are in the

common routine of affairs, are given by figns, and are inftantly

underftood; not from pride, or as implying the vaft diftance

between
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between raafter and fervant, but principally to avoid all equi-

voque^ when pcrfona of various defcriptions are prefent, and,

by making fecrefy a uniform habit, to avoid all fufpicion from

the adoption of myftcry in giving orders before company,

when any thing is to be (aid which it is not intended that com-

pany mould hear.

The ingenuity of man in contriving his own unhappinefs,

is in no part of the world more confpicuous than in Europe.

Our mutual intercourse is fo befct with forms, that it becomes

doubtful whether it be a good or an evil ; and the individual,

not unfrequcntly, leaves a company diiTatisfied that he ever

entered into it. Hence a continued defire of changing place

and forming new acquaintance.

Whenever a number of perfons meet together, eating and

drinking feem to be a neceflary bond of union ; and they often

do not feparate without that kind of feftivity which impairs

the health of each, and creates dilTeauons, as it were, by its

mechanical operation. The fole benefit which rcfults from the

focial meals of the Arabs, is to us entirely unknown.—No man

thinks himfelf incapacitated from injuring his neighbour, in

confequence of having divided with him a loaf of bread, and

a little fait, at the convivial board.

In the Eaft focial intercourfe is lefs artificial, and lefs ham-

pered with rules. It is maintained with more complacency,

and relinquifhcd, not without hope of renewal. We too have

now indeed abandoned a part of its more inconvenient formali-

3x2 ties

;



4j6 TRAVELS IN AFRICA,

ties ; but fome of its oppreflive and defpotic laws continue

unaltered. The exterior may be changed ; but the fubftance

is identical.

In the Eaft, they who are guilty of excefs in drinking bury

their inebriation in the gloom of their clofet. By this, prefent

difturbance, and future ill example are equally obviated, what-

ever may be the ill confequence to the wretched victim of

intemperance. Of excefs in eating there are few examples;

for their longcft meals, even when a feries of dimes is prefented,

as at the tables of a Paiha or a Bey, are terminated in a few

minutes. The moderation and temperance of diet indeed

throughout the Eaft arc matters of high praife
;

and, whether

virtues of climate, habit, or reflection, merit imitation among

ourfelves. The reward is prefent, uninterrupted health and

tranquillity of mind.

If the multitude of wants conftitute human inquietude, it

muft be remembered how much of what to us is indifpenfable

is, to them, as if it had never been.

With them focicty is rendered tranquil and eafy by mutual

forbearance ; with us it is vexed with the nccefltty of mutual

adulation.—In the one region each man fets a falhion to him-

fclf, in the other all the conftituent parts are wearied with

ferving an idol that the collective body alone has fet up. Each

(lands bareheaded from refpect to the other, when both might

remain covered without inconvenience to either.

Politenefs
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Politenefs is, with the one, an eafy compliance, with which

all are fatisfied ; with the other, it is a difficult effort, from the

practice and the experience of which the parties mutually

retire difcontented.

The fafhions to which we are flaves, are indeed many of

them fo little founded in reafon, that one is fometimes difpofed

to confider them as imagined by the indolent and reft Ids, to

occupy the thoughts and time of thofe who have no better

employment ; or invented, like certain dogmas, to fhew the

merit of implicit credence. A certain drefs is to be worn, a

certain eftablifhment kept up, under pain of indelible igno-

miny; and the man whofe circumftances difable him from

complying with this terrific mandate, with timid irrefolution

hides his head.

See the European in converfation, even among his equals, he

is not fo felicitous to exprefs fuch thoughts as rife in his mind,

as to find fome employment for his tongue. It is not to give

utterance to what naturally occurs, but that converfation may

be kept up, that all are anxious. Garrulities, and mifconcep-

tions are civilly uttered for arguments ; and the abortions of

fancy and caprice, hold the place of the fane offspring of

judgment and reflection. Yet we laugh at them for ufing fhort

and few phrafes, {pbrafes courtes et rarejt as Volney defcribes

them,) when they have nothing to fay !

It is with them however neither ridiculous nor irkfome to be

filent. They go into company to be diverted, not to labour,

and
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and they cftccra effort in converfatfon a vain toil. The raillery

and repartee of the Occidentals is, among them, (applied (it

muft be allowed very inadequately), by the Mcddahs, ftory-

tellers, and profefled jokers. v .
•

Human life in the Eaft is expofed to a variety of cafualties.

Peftilence, famine, tyranny, all confpire to diminifli its fecurity.

It is natural to fet a fmaller value on any advantage, in propor-

tion to the facility of privation. Hence the Orientals are not

much difturbed at the thoughts of death, but refign life without

a figh. The mind is tortured when the bloflbms of hope are

fuddenly torn from it ; but their gradual decay is not incompa-

tible with a kind of tranquillity.

The European, more diflatisfied with the prefent, and only

fupported by the hope of what is to come, attached beyond

meafure to the advantages which his anxieties have been pro-

longed to acquire, has already, even at an early age, fixed to

himfclf a period, ftiort of which he thinks it bard and unjufl to

be deprived of life.

Concerning pad events the fatalift is confoled by reflecting,

that nothing he could have done would have altered the immut-

able order of things, and that his efforts before would have been

as vain as his regret now is. This idea, indeed, is perhaps not

deftitute of ill effects, but it furcly produces fome good. If,

by pcrfuading them that the evils which they fuffer are un-

avoidable, it prevent them from endeavouring to avoid them,

it
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it alfo prevents their repining at what muft at all events be

endured as the immutable law of the univerfe.

The European attributing more power to volition, afcribes to

)iis own want of judgment or energy the refult of whatever

terminates unfavourably. Thus a part of his life is occupied by

felf-accufation, which, however, enfures no amelioration for the

future.
... .

In the Eaft, if age be refpe&ed, it is refpcQed, in part at

leaft, from the decorous behaviour of the aged. In Europe, if

it be rendered ridiculous, it is fo too often, by a vain effort to

perpetuate the character and manners of youth.

The commanding influence of a fyftem fo flattering to the

pride of its profeflbrs, and operating fo powerfully on their

hopcs and fears as Mohammedifm, aided by the dread of pre-

fent fuffering, has fo far counteracted the ftrong impulfe of ava-

rice, that gaming is in a great degree banifhed from fociety in

the Eaft. All the evils and inconveniences therefore of that prac-

tice, fo fevercly felt thoughout Europe, are almoft unknown in

the TurkiOi empire.

If activity and a careful provifion for the future, and that

each fliould contribute his efforts to the good of the whole, be

neceflary to conftitute the happinefs of a people, how happens

it that the Orientals, among whom thefe requifites are wanting,

fhould yet be happy ?

The
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The fyftcm of morals contained in the writing* of the Orien-

tals, is at once fublime without being impracticable, and levelled

to the ufe of mankind, without being loofe or low. Yet it is

ufual with us to talk of their brutal ftupidity ! But this fyftem

is not pradifed among them—and is the Chriftian fyftem of

morals pradtifed among Chriftian nations ?

The Arabian and Pcrfian hiftories and romances abound with

traits of magnanimity, of generofity, juftice, and courage, no

way inferior to, but in fome inftances exceeding thoie of other

nations. The Greeks and ourfelves have indeed ftigmatifed

them with the name of barbarians j but impartial inquiry proves

that they arc fufceptible of all that is admired in a poliflied peo-

ple ; that crimes are treated among them as among other na-

tions, and that though their paffions may be expreffed in a

different way, they have always the fame fource and the fame

object.

No man who reflects on his paft enjoyments and fuiferings

can doubt but that the latter, by their intenfenefs, duration, and

frequency, have been decidedly predominant.

To render them more equal, that is, to be lefs miferable, or to

make life tolerable, cither the number of pleafures muft be aug-

mented, according to the fyftem of the Epicureans, or that of

pains muft be diminifhed, according to that of the Stoics. The

Orientals ftrive to attain the one object like ourfelves, by fen-

fuality ; and here it is not to be conceived that they are hap-

pier than we are j but the other they gain in a much more

complete
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complete degree than ourfelves, and are much more exercifed

in the ftoical fyftem, which feems the moft effe&ual to the

purpofe.

The paffions, indeed, it is (aid, are to the mind what motion

is to the body j and the abfence of either caufcs and marks, in

each refpeftively, fymptoms that may be termed morbid.

A perfect abfence of paflion is certainly preternatural, if it

may not be called impoflible ; but as our paffions are more

likely to be called into action by painful than by pleafurable

fenfations, it fecms little doubtful, that the mind, on which they

operate moft feebly, will remain in the moft tranquil ftate. This

tranquillity, this abfence of pain, (for joy, however poignant,

is but a tranfient gleam, a corufcation, which pafling, renders the

obfcurity which fucceeds it more fenfible,) is the fingle fpecies

of happinefs of which mankind is allowed to partake.

A man of great fenfibility has his feelings hourly wounded

by minute accidents, at which one of lefs lively fenfetions would

fmilc.

Such a one is tranfported with love, and, if that love be fuc-

cefsful, his gratification is exquifite. He is fuddenly moved by

compalfion,—how refinedJiis feeling in offering relief to diftrefs

!

He ardently defires fame,—how is he elated with the flighted

praifes ! But how often is his warm affection requited with

neglett, or its gratification found impoflible ? How often will

his companion be excited, without the means of affording re-

3 l lief?
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lief? And how much more is mankind difpofed to obloquy

than to eulogy ?

But this is not all ; the fame mind which is ftrongly acted

on by thefe paflions will alfo have its peace difturbed by pride,

ambition, anger, jealoufy, and refentment. The fubjeds of all

thefe tormenting emotions crowd on it too clofely to allow its

complacency to be permanent. The funfhine of the morning

will inevitably, ere night, be fucceeded by a tempeft.

Some flight omiflion of ceremonial will offend its pride,

lbmefordid repulfe will check its ambition ; it will flame with

anger at the breaking of a jar, or pine with jealoufy at the

like frailty in a miftrefs.

Something of the fame kind has place with regard to tafte.

A man of delicate tafte feels refined enjoyment from the con-

templation of a beautiful landfcape or a fine picture, or the

perufal of an elegant poem ; and is equally difguftcd at the

fight of any thing deformed, difproportioned, Or unnatural

in either. But, it may be faid, he has the option of contem-

plating a difagreeable object, but not of feeling an unpleafing

fenfation. And is it indeed fo eafy, in being perpetually con-

verfant among mankind, to avoid obferving their works? or

does not the man who reads unavoidably fall on abfurdities

which difguft him ? Social man has been too long employed

in counteracting nature, not to have moulded all to his dwarfiw

intellect ; and the abortive efforts of imagination are numbcr-

lefs both in the arts and in letters.

Then
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Then it will be faid, human happinefs is reduced to apathy;

and the lively tafte and ardent paflions, which have eftablifhed

the fuperiority of Europeans, only fervc to diminilh their Aim of

felicity! This would be pufhing the argument too far; but

each will draw his own conclufions.

The chief points of contrail between the Europeans and

Orientals being thus marked, it will be feen how far it may be

doubted on which fide lies the greater degree of happinefs.

3 L 2
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APPENDIX.

No. I.

IUuJlrations of the Maps.

In compiling the two maps which accompany this work,

the writer has made ufc of his own obfervations in that

part of it to which thofe obfervations had extended. For

the remainder of the information exhibited in each, he has

trailed to the report of the more intelligent natives, who
having frequently traverfed the neighbouring countries, might

be fuppofed in fome meafure qualified to defcribe what they

had feen. Yet he has not ventured to lay down a fingle pofi-

tion which had not previoufly been confirmed by the diftinct

and concordant teftimdny of at lead three or four individuals.

Even with this caftigation, it is nnneceffary to remark how

impracticable is the taik of approximating the bearings, from

the oral teftimony of thofe who have no clear idea of bearings,

and fcarcely know how to diftinguilh the eight principal points.

Almoft equally difficult is it to give the face of a country, or

an account of its productions, which the informant perhaps

traverfed between flcep and waking, or when too much occu-

pied
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pied with the fufferings of the road, or the end he had in view,

to be at leifure to attend to its detail.

The names of places fo obtained and pofitions fo adjufted,

it has been thought proper to diftinguifti by dotted letters, with

a view to denote hefitation and uncertainty. The part with

which he was himfelf more particularly acquainted, or which

was fufficiently fupported by the authority of former maps, is

marked with ordinary letters. The writer's own route is pointed

out by a green line, the reported routes by a fingle engraved

line, without colour.

The lofs already mentioned of a large portion of his detached

papers, has effectually deprived him of the power of prefenting

the chart of the route with all that exa&nefs and minute detail

which ought invariably to accompany all geographical re-

searches. But if he have been compelled to ufe the refult of

his celeftial obfervations, which alone his journal furni(hed,

without the recapitulation of particulars, he has been careful to

compare them with the bearings which fortunately were moft

of them preferved, without venturing to force the latter to the

former : e. g. the refult of his obfervation, as he found it

briefly noted, would have brought Cbarje and Mugbes feveral

miles farther Eaft ; but having found the diftance and bearings

exactly accord with this pofition with refpett to Affiut^ he has

preferred it to the attempt of fixing the pofition of thofe places,

by obfervation of which he was unable to give adequate proof

of the accuracy.

The
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The pofition of AJJiut is fixed, both in latitude and longitude,

by obfervation. That of Cbarje in latitude by obfervation ; in

longitude, as above defcribed. While at Sbebt the Writer had

an opportunity of obferving his pofition at lcifure, both in lati-

tude and longitude. At Selim/ he enjoyed the fame fatisfaftion.

The mountains, to the Eaft of the road*^ are laid down according

to their appearance to the eye of the obferver from the villages

of Elwab, and the route of the caravan beyond them. Their

S. E. extremity, as here marked, refts folely on the report

of a native of Mabas. The diftance from Selime to the river,

has been judged fully eftablimed by the uniform and unvarying

teftimony of a number of Jelabs of Dongola, &c. who travel

that route.

The latitude of Legbea was varioufly obferved, both in going

and returning. Its longitude is only determined by the bear-

ing of the road, relatively to Bir-cl-Malba S. and 0V/1W N.

Several days confumed at Bir-cl-Malba , afforded the means of

determining its pofition both in latitude and longitude.

Siveini and Zegbawa have been placed only according to the

bearing and diftance computed from Cobbe and Lc Maimer.

But the two latter places are fixed ^without much doubt by

frequent lunar obfervations, the occultations of Jupiter's fatel-

lites, &c

With regard to Cubcabe'a and Rilt ho more could be done

than to place them according to the uniform and conftant report

of the natives. They are both places much frequented, and

in
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in fo fmall a diftance no miftake of importance can have

arifcn.

The bearings of the road from Cubeabea to fVara, and thence

to the capital of Bornou, are not laid down but from numerous

inquiries, and fomc labour employed in adjufting them. That

road occupies fixty days. The pofition of the capital of Bornou

varies from that which is allotted to it in the latcft maps, but

fcrupuloufly adheres to the bearings and diftance given. Abu-

Sbareb is from Cobbe nearly W. by N. Abu-Sbareb to Wara,

N. W. by N. From Wara to the capital of Bagbermi, between

W. N. W. and N. W. by W. Road winding S. From Bag-

bermi to Kottocomb, N. by W. 2 W. From Kottocomb to Bornou

nearly in the fame direction.

Sennaar, as well as the courfe of the Nile, the coaft of the

Arabian gulf, Mafouab, Gondar, Svcakem, &c. have the fame

pofition as in M. Rennell's map. Sennaar is in longitude

33° 3°' 3° "• Cobbe being in 2 8° 8', the difference between

them will be 5
0

2' 30"

—

Ril cannot be more than twelve or

thirteen miles E. of Cobbe, but Ril is only twenty-three days

journey from Sennaar. There remain therefore on a direct

line 4
0
50' which is aboqt twelve and a half geometrical miles

per day ; and admitting the fmalleft poffible deviation, will give

fourteen miles by the road. This on fo long a journey is much

more than might be expected, and by no means accords with

the route to Bornou, which allows only about nine miles for

each day's march.—D'Anvillc's pofition of Sennaar (29
0
39')

would bring it too near to Ril, leaving only eighty miles

between
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between them, or three miles and quarter per day. Whether

the truth lie between the obfervation of Mr. Bruce and the

conjecture of D'Atrville, or whether the former be well efta-

blifhed, and the length of each day's march may be accounted

for from the ftraitnefs and facility of the road, fome future

occafion muft determine One circumftance would feem clear,

Viz. the diftance between the city Snaoar, and the Babr-cl-

abiad, which thW ' repeated and unvaried teftimonies of the

natrvts relatively to the interval of three, or three and half

days, leave no room to doubt, have hitherto been placed much

too far apart.

fliOjl bflfi ,'{' u 'j.;.i:. t
;
!»Jl fii h.jl VW li.i :.:.t . 't -• i

8jll*he' road from Wars to Dor Kulla exhibits a remarkable

coincidence as to the number of rivers and lakes which it paves,

with that part of Major RenneU's laft general map of Northern

Africa, which forms what he confidera a»
r

the ailuvies of that

portion of the continent, though it be neither in the fame latitude

nor longitude.

Of thefe various ftreams little delcription was obtained. The

country they flow through is faid to be great part of the year

wet and marfhy ; the heat is exceffive, and the people remark

that there is no winter. The courfe of the rivers, if rightly

given, is for the moft part from E. to W.

The river called Bohr M'tffelad is faid to be a confiderable

one. It's fourcc is not defcribed, but appears to be not far

diftant from the fuppofed fite of the copper mines. Thofe who

frequent this road, ordinarily pafs two years from the time of

3 M leaving
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leaving Want till their return to that place, or Cobbc. Of the

time actually eroplpyed in the route they differ.in their report,

but it may be eilimatcd at from 150. to tfib days ; .at~Jt me*

dium 165. Wangara 1 have neveir heard mentioned. ,'Whe^

thcr it may be the fame country with fome one of thofe

defcribed is uncertain; bat its production'.being gold, does not

accord with any of them; that commodity not being, as far as

was related to me, found in any quantity to theW: [tfampbara

is yet known to fcveral of my informers, as a country near to

Bornou; but no particular defcription was given.
!:

.Ji

.;!,p -..'1 1

The dotted lines which are feen in the general map, and feem

to mark with too much precifion the extent , ftf.'J&A empires

Bergoo> Bugbtntii, and Kordvjatt, are chiefly defigned to (hew the

relative lunation of thofe diftrids, and how they border on

each other, or on Fur. The authority recurred" to was only

that of the inhabitantsi of each country, who affirmed thatjheir

native empire extended fo many days from E..M> W. and fo

many from N. to S. For the general form of Dar-Fur the

authority is fomewhat Wronger ; the precife termination! <>f that

empire being accurately known to the feveral reporters in each

principal direction. L r. .
.

". •

; •
' -

t 'r&ir.m .V 1*. Jaw

v .. : " . ? "f ! • t>l '•' 'j •-•
1

' •* r ft <ti vr„.°; 'i.'U

The writer, during his ftay in Dar-Fur, could never find the

variation of the needle greater than fixteen degrees W. In

what relates to that oswntry, thexeforey he ha* been/guidei by

that quantity of -variation* I -In^M >.< i rjujot /jl .j/-o

.*. '. f .•
»

- .

i

'

t
o-y , ':

» hi ;qril >rl; tavh JfePIL

.' . . - •
-

' :. • '» :

l< -'il.!') ,\. 'jt A.'.) J'l'jMflV.'l
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No. !

FT."
... A fi ... ..d

• 4JO '.1
,

I T I N E R A R.I E $.

•tit V. .•• jiil ol uzr. I." . / rfti" J
:
. rlqcwt if.*::

^ . " •«'!.. 1-4 i'* ' ,' j fo'n 1

From Cobb* to SmtOttr^f <» •

.<i.:te.P. > <: • •: i. J . . ..

Fro m Cobb* to Shawer ' - " " -

1 From Shawer to RU * - - S. S. E. 2

At Ril is a large pool of water, never com-
'

pletely dry, and a little to the E. of it a fpacious ' ' *

houfe built by Sultan Tcraub, cldcfl brother of the

From Ril to Fadow - O r 3

From Fadow to Cawb - O {3
Near Cawb commences ridge of hills, running .

'

N. and S. or nearly fo. . . ^^ ^ ^ . . _
From Cawb to par Hummar -\ ,2

From Dar Hummar to Emdi > Mean bearing E. . ^3
From Emdi to Kreiea J

, ,
'of

In each of thefe towns are Fukkara, who ad-
... . Tamo 2Ui no |HtflfjilT rama-q j; Ij > vtt 1

.

';

„ „ .
• 1 .± ,fnmuA mi tutl t L*.><DiuaniJ!i' _v • •

'•
:

From Kreiga to Ibeu* . ,
- . • - E. 1

• Ibeit it one of the principal towM'bf KordoHut : it it tlfo the otme of a nr., II

diftrict. ......

3 M 2 Between
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Bearing. D»r«.

ok

2

Between Kreiga and Ibeit is Abu-Har ras, a place

diftant from the former three hours. Its neigh-

bourhood is laid out in gardens belonging to

the people of Dongola eftabliflied there, in

which they cultivate onions, &c. The fituation of

Abu-Har ras is in length N. and S. and the wells

which fupply it with water are to the S. of the

town.

From Ibeit to Miteina

From Miteina to Autofli

From Autolh to Yafstn

Yafsin is a town of Fukkara.

From Yafsin to Breifla, deepfund ~ of

From BreifTa to Cone - j

Cone is at the foot of a mountain of the fame
,

name, which lies S. of the road. Near Cone, a

little S. of the road, is a pool of water, and thu , : ,

is a place where travellers commonly repofe them-
rfofgnaM loabm

fetves.

From Cone to Kinnana - -
i

From Kinnana to Dcggin - .
,

From Deggin to Hellet Allais *, on theBahr-'

el-abiad, the place which the ferry-boats

'

frequent

Hellet Allais is fnuated on the "W. of the river.

The river (Bahr-el-abiad) is here of fuch breadth,

that the features of a perfon {landing on the other

fide cannot be diftinguifhed, but the human voice

is heard.—A number of trees is feen here to the W.

* The bearing of the road from Rtl to Hcllct Allais it reported to be generaflr E.

with Terr fmall variation.

Of

1
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of the river, not to the E. HeUet Allai* is alto-

gether built of clay.—-A large palm tree grows

in the middle of the town.

On the eaitern fide of the river is Sbilluk-—not

far removed from it, being reported to be within

fight of Allais.

Shilluk is a town of idolaters, built with clay.

The inhabitants have no other clothing than bands

of long grafs, which they pafs round the waift and

between tbe thighs. They are all black ; both

fexes are accuftomed to (have their heads. The

people of Shilluk have the dominion of the river,

and take toll of all paflengers, in fijeh articles of

traffic as pafs among them. The name Sbilluk is

not Arabic, and its meaning is unknown.—When
alked concerning their name or country, the peo-

ple reply Sbilluk. When employed in tranfporting

Mohammedans acrofs the ferry, they occasionally

exhibit the importance which their fituation gives

them. After the Muflira has placed himfelf in

the boat, they will a(k him, " Who is the mafter

of that river ?" The other replies, as is ufual,

" Ullah or Rubbani"—God is the mafter of it.

" No," anfwers the Shilluk, " you muft fay that

fuch a one (naming his chief) is the mafter of it,

or you mail not pafs." They are reprefented as

(hewing hofpitality to fuch as come among them

in a peaceable manner, and as nevet betraying

thofe to whom they have once accorded protec-

tion. The particulars of their worfhip, as in mod
other induces where I have had my information

from Mohammedans, have not been defcribed.

453
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1 Bearing. Day*.

From Shilluk to Dar Ruga .
: - E. i

rN. r
From Dar Ruga tO'-WaaUa : :

: - . - E. i

From Waalia to Shadli . . * EV
•

From Shadli to Sennaar - • ' oi

Sennaar, Medinet el Tun or Fungi, is fituated on

the river which flows from Habbefli, which river

is much fmallcr than the Babr-il-abiad, and before

the annual increafe isfordable between Sennaar

and Balboch.

The flaves who have ufurped the government

refide in Tcrfeia, on the oppofitc fide of the river.

Between them and the people of the city have

been perpetual fldrmiflies for the lafl: fix years.

(»794>
The Bahr-el-abiad fuffers the fame periodical

increafe and diminution as the Nile in Egypt.

r. ai il'.'.i !rf

>U:;:': I mV
i ,-'\c': yri..! io

•-«
.

'

li . Las

. I V!

...in.

4 • • «

From Sennaar to Gonddr.

From Terfeia to Rhad . , r . - E. N. E. i

From Rhad to Dcnder . ... E. ,» • '.,

From Dender to Bela - - v S. E. .
• i

From Brla to Teawa ... .

Rhad is on the banks , of a river of the fame

name. After pafling Bcla, the traveller leaves

the river, and proceeds by a mountainous road to

Teawa. The foil in the neighbourhood of Teawa
f

r

t

is clay, and the town is built of that material. . • -

The people of the place ufe for bread the Mah- ,.
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Dap.

rick, (white maize,) which grows there lux-

uriantly.

From Teawa to Ras el fil - . S. E. i i

From Ras el fil to Gondar . - E. S. E. 7.

The officer who governs Ras el fil is appointed

by the king of Habbelh.—Inhabitants of Ras el fil

called Gibert'u

1. .f.

I
/ •>'

1
• )

Roadfrom Sennaar to Swakm.
. : - - l'.

• .i >-. v.--:,' -r.'fr,

, From Sennaar to-Teawa - - 1
* £ . r

«
' .

'
- 4

From Teawa to Atbara, a town on that river E. 1

From Atbara to Hallanga - - N. 2

The people of Hallanga are Mohammedans, but

ufe not the Arabic language generally. They are

of an olive complexion. The. Mabriek in their *

neighbourhood is faitl to grow_fo large, dint the .

,;

'

ftem at bottom is feen of the fize of a man* •

wrift
- - - tv. n-.-o ;.-...•.!

From Hallanga to.SwafaHn
. . : . a1s r\ N. E, t%

During great part tfthe way th<j;rt|adj» ittoufc-
| m-J ,

tainous and rocky. The.fpac* between, the two \sinu a > :

laft places is uncultivated, and inhabited only by . . ;
,

wandering Arabs. Thefe are of two races, Bijje .: , .

and Okoot. .»oth of them,br«ed, fcamda w;grc»t .
--•

. . \\

number, flieep, &c.
:
^eff l

^ii^ w .an
, f ,„ ,,(,

illand, in which the governor and principal perfons
; - I ,

refide : but the greater number live on the

land.

Road
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r. • • • * •

....) uV ") t. . . ; • :«. .11

3

3

Roadfrom Sennaar to Mahat.

lit Bearing. Bars.

From Sennaar to. Herbaje. . - N. | W. 3
From Herbaje to Halfeia - . N. . 5

At Halfeia is the confluence of the Ihhr-cUabiad

and Bahr el afrek.

From Halfeia to Chendi - -
^ f 3

From Chendi to Birblr - - > N.

From Birbir to S h aikic *J

From Shaikic to Dongola - - N. W. 2

From Dongola to Mahas -

From Sennaar 1o
»•

From Sennaar to Dachala - 1

From Dachala to Fmftrie . J

From Emfirie' to Louni

From Louni to Gerbin

The people of Dachala are Mohammedans resid-

ing on the weftern bank of the Bahr el afrek.—

Gerbin it a mountainous place, which ferves for

confining malefactors under the government of

Sennaar.

Mountainous—From Gerbin to Faeoglo - S. 4
The mines of Fasoglo afford- much gold :

they belong to Sennaar.

N. 1

t :• n

E. 3
S. E. 1

S. 3
S. 3

* . * •

, • r

. . . : l

From
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From Gerbin to Condar.

Bearing.

From Fazoglo there is no dirett road. Having

returned to Gerbin,

From Gerbin to Hafsib - E.

From Hafsib to Beida - E. \ S.

Beida is the firft town under the Abyflinian go-

vernment, and is defcribed as chiefly inhabited by

fugitive flaves, who belong to perfons within that

empire.

From Beida to Kourmi

From Kourmi to Haffeb-ullah

This road is mountainous, circuitous, and

abounds with fprings of water. The civet cat is

fo common in this diftrift, that in every houfe, it

is Cud, there are fifteen or twenty tame ones.

From Haffeb-ullah to Gondir - E.

Mountainous and difficult road.

Sundry routes of the merchants of Sennaar.

From Sennaar to Gebel-el-Moid - S. W.
From Gebel-el-Moie to Bahr-el-abiad - W. S. W.
From Sennaar to Bahhadin • S. S. W.
From Bahhadin to Menajel • S. W.

From Menajel to the Bahr-el-abiad. - W.
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Road to Condar.

Bearing. D*yi.

From Sennaar to Terfeia - oj-

From Terfeia to Subi-deleib -

From Subi-deleib to Wallad Midani - o\

From Midani to the Bahr-el-afrek - o'x

From the river to Mendala - 2

From Mendala to Kaila - • 1

Kaila is mountainous.

From Kaila to Embutteik - - 1

Mountainous and deep/and.

From Embutteik to Goze, or the fands - a

From Goze to the Atbara - 3
'1 his country is inhabited by the Bifharin Arabs,

who are Mohammedans.

From Atbara to Gebel Cufla - 3

From Gebel Cufla to Gebel en Narr - 3

From Gebel en Narr to Gondar - ia

A Route whichfeems to be uncertain, and of which

the bearings are not accurately given.

From the Goze or fands of the Atbara, above-

mentioned, to El-Edd belonging to the Bijje' • 3

From El-Edd to Swakem * - - N. E. 11

This road is filled with Arabs.

From Swakem to Gebel-el-Helle W. 3

From
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From Gebel-el-Helte to Gebel-el-Sillah -n

From Gebel-el-Sillah to Gebel-el-beit i

From Gebel-el-Beit to Birbir - J

All this road from Swakem to Birbir is repre-

fentedas rocky.—Birbir is fituated in a clayey foil.

From Birbir to Wullad-el-Megedub

From Wullad-el-Megedub to Billurie

From Biftarie to Shukfirie

Bifliarie' are a foreign race, but Shukurie fpeak

Arabic as their native language.

Arabt—From Shukfirie' to Ilellalie

From Hellalie to Bahr-el-afrek

From Bahr-elafrek to £m-u(har

From Em-ulhar to Wullad-el-furfik

From WulIad-eUfuruk to Hummfir

Clayeyfoil.

Mohammedans

—

From Hummur to Senut-abud

Bearing.

s. w.

459

Day*.

2

1

6

4
i

i

I

a

From Ibeit to Emdurmdn and Halfeia, and return to

Beit by another road.

From Ibeit to Bahra

From Bahra to Emganatu

From Emganatu to Shegeik

From Shegeik to Gimmoyc

From Gimmoyc to Emdurman

All this country is inhabited by Mohammedans,

who fpeak Arabic alone.—Gimmoye and Emdur-

man are both on the W. bank of the Bahr-cl-abiad,

3 N 2

E.

N. E.

N. E.

N.

N.

'r

2

I

a

3

and
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and the latter is at the place of union between

that river and the Abawi.—Returning W.
From Emdurman to Harraza, a mountain of

difficult pafiage - - S. W.
Road defert and dejiilute of water.

The inhabitants of Harraza are idolaters, of

mixed complexion, but molt of them of a reddifh

hue. — They breed fome horfes, which they

mount.

From Harraza to Abu-hadid - - -\

From Abu-hadid to Zerawy - - > S. W.
From Zerawy to Kflierchar • <*

Elherchar is famous for its fait, which is gathered

by the Arabs, tranfported to other places and fold.

The people of this laft place are Arabs, but thofe

of Zerawy, Harraza, and Abu-hadid, neither Arabs

nor Mohammedans.

From Elherchar to Bifherie S.

Road difcrt.

Bifherie is full of palm-trees.

From Bifherie to Bahra

From Bahra to Ibeit '.} il

Route from Ibeit to Shcib6n, where are gold mines,

and other placet, returning to Ibeit.

From Ibeit to Bahra > - E. if

From Bahra to Khukjd • • 8. E. a\

From Khukjc to Abu-jentich S. i

From
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From Abu-jenuch to Seije

From Sdje to Tummara

Between the two laft places is a rocky road,

with intervals of deep land and clay.

From Tummara to Detnik

The people from Abu-jenuch hither are idola-

ters, and deftitute of clothing. The foil at and

near Deraik is clay.

From Demik to Khega

From Khega to Dibu

Mountainous and rocky.

From Dibu to Shetbon

Clayeyfoil.

Near this place, in a deep glen or valley, much

gold is found, both dud and in fmall pieces. The

natives colled the duft in quills of the oftrich and

vulture, and in that condition fell it to the mer-

chants. They have a ceremony on difcovering

a large piece of gold, of killing a (heep on it be-

fore they remove it. The people are all black, as

are thofe above mentioned from Abu-jenuch

hither. They have fome form of marriage, i. e*

of an agreement between man and woman to co-

habit. Women of full age wear a piece of platted

grafs on their parts. The younger and unmar-

ried are quite naked. The flaves, which are

brought in great numbers from this quarter, ar«

fome prifoners of war among themfelves, (for their

wars are frequent,) and fome fcduced by treachery

and fold. But it is faid to be a common practice

for the father in time of fcarcity to fell his children.

Bearing.

£.

S. £,

S. iE.

Dayf.

a

S. | E. i

S. S. E. oj-

S. S. E. i i

At
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Bearing. Day*.

At Sheibon are fome Mohammedans, who live

among tho idolaters and wear clothing : it is not

faid whether Arabs or not.

The people above defcribed are independent

tribes of negroes, who have no other ruler than

their rcfpe&ive chiefs, the authority of whom is

very fmall, except in time of war. The Mecque

of Scnnaar ufed to claim fome tribute from the

people of Sheib6n, but received nothing regularly.

From Sheibon to Shurru - -? Cc4

Luca is another place where refides an indepen-

dent chief : it is alfo famous for its gold, which,

as at Sheib6n, is the only medium of exchange

among the inhabitants.

From Luca to Koheila

In Koheila are Arabs, not fubjeft to any monarch

of the country. Some idolaters alfo live among

From Shurru to Luca

them.

From Koheila to Tlinga, a town

People of Tlinga Mohammedans.—This coun-

try is called by the Arabs Dar Kinnana.

From Tlinga to Gebel Sahd

Gebel Sahd is within the dominion of Sennaar.

From Gebel Sahd to Baha-ed-din N. i

Still Dar Kinnana.

From Baha-ed-din to Gebcl-el-abid

From Gebel-el-abid to Tumbul

N. N. E.

N.

i

i

Tumbul is under the government of the king of

the Tuclawi.

From
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From Tu mbul to Seifaba

n

Seifabin is inhabited by Arabs alone.

From Scifaban to Abdome

From Abdome to Tuggala, capital of the

king of Tuclawri

This diftrift is called Sagumie', country of the

mountaineers.

From Tuggala to Deir

From Deir to Gebel-el deir

From Gebel-el-deir to Gebel-el-Bucdc'

From Gebel-el-Bucdc" to Ibeit

Day*.

I

N.

N. N. W.
N.

oi

1

I

O*

From Ril to Wara, capital of Bergoo.

From Ril to Gebel Marra, deepfond

Gcbel Marra to Bimara Taib

Bifhara Taib to the confines of Fur

All this road is mountainous and rocky, and

the inhabitants from Ril W. to the confines of

Fur are Mohammedans. The water on Gebel

Marra, which is a lofty mountain, rifes with fome

remarkable circumftances, and it is faid to be ful-

phureous. The people there feed partly on wheat,

which grows near the place, partly on Mahreik.

The people who inhabit the confines of Fur W.
are called TUmtlrkee.

From the confines to Dar Ruma

Defert, /and and clay, fome water*

W. 2

W. 2

W. 5

W. i N. 8

From
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From Dar Ruraa-to Kibbeid

Kibbeid is fitmted on a bill or reck.

From Kibbeid bo Kajachfha - *

From Kajachflia to Bendala

Bendala is inhabited by the Haves of the Sultan

of Bcrgoo.—The people of Ruma, and

Bendala are idolaters.

From Bendala to Wullad-eKBucca

Bucca is a mountainous dijlricl.

From Bacca to Dar Mrflerad

From Dar Miflelad to Wara, the refidence of

the Sultan of Bergoo

Baring. Day*.

I

li

N. E.

From Wara to Babr-ei-GaxaJle.

From- Wara to Nimr, where the

re fide, as at Cobbe in Dar.Fur - W. o|

From Nimr to Battah - - a

Battah is firuated on a fmall river, which flows

from the S. and then deviating to the W. falls into

the Bahr el Fittre. Battah belongs to the Mi£-

felad.

From Battah to Dirota - • W. i

From Dirota to Dor Hucaraar - oj

Road, clayeyfoil.

From Dar Hummar to Cofpat

Dar Hummdr rocky.

From Cofeiat to Shungeiat

Two towns of idolaters.

From
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From Shungeiat to Dar Dajeou

—

Caffret

Cooka, Mohammedans—From Dar Dajeou to

Dar Cooka

From Cooka to Muddago

In Muddago are Mohammedans, who are go-

verned by a petty prince under the king of

Bergoo.

From Muddago to Bahr-el-Fittre

The people on the banks of Bahr-el-Fittre are

called Abu-femmin, and are Mohammedans.

They ufe little boats for the purpofe of paffing

from one place to another on the river.

From Bahr-el-Fittre to Bahr-el-Gazalle

Road deepfandy no trees.

The neighbourhood of the Bahr-el-Gazalle is

inhabited by Arabs, who feed camels and (heep,

and fomc

46 S

D»7i.

I

3

t

N.W. <

Route from KbukjS to the Babr*l-ada, andthenct

towards the Babr^l-abiad.

From Khukje' to Baraka - S. S. W. 3

Baraka is inhabited by independent Arabs.

The greater part of this road is deep fand; the

remainder, from Baraka by the Bahr-cl-ada, is

clay. The part of that river, which is here meant,

is occupied by tribes of Arabs feeding cows and

flieep ; they are called Miflkic. This part of the

river is alfo frequented by wild and ferocious ani-

3 o malt.
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Diy*.

in;, Is. The Mifficie Arab:; comb their hair back,

twift it, and fallen it in the form of a fcorpion's

tail behind. They colleft honey of the wild kind

in great quantity, and hunt the elephant.

From Barak i to Turrit - - S. E. 4
From Turrut to Jungeion - - S. E. 1

The people of Jungeion are tall and black

;

they have cows, flieep, and goats, and feed on the

Mahriek or white maize. They colled the dung

of the animals mentioned, dry it, road it on the

fire, and afterwards ufe it for a bed. Thefe people

are very numerous. The country in their neigh-

bourhood is all a plain, and the foil clay. They

have a practice, apparently fuperftitious, of milk-

ing their cows into a veffel with a narrow mouth,

that the milk may not be feen, and never pour

it into a dilh or bowl; and any ft ranger who vifits

them is obliged to drink of the dugs of the cow,

as do the calves.

From Jungei6n to Shad - - S. E. 1

From Shad to Inigulgule N. 4

Route from Kbukje to the Ba&r-el-ada, thence to-

ward the Babr-cl-abiad, and returning to RV.

The inhabitants of Inigulgule arc idolaters.

They clothe themfelves with a kind of cotton

cloth.
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Bearing. D*yu
From Inigulgule to the refidence of the king

of Ibbe . - - E. i N.

From faid refidence to the confines of Dar-

Fur - . - - N.W.
From the confines to Tubeldie

From Tubeldie' to Ril

All ibis road is fandy> but filled with many

and large trees.

4

6

Road from Bahr-el-gazalle to Bornov.

From Bahr-el-gazalle to the capital of Dar

• N. E.

From the laid refidence to Kottocom - N.JW.
The inhabitants of this diflrift are Moham-

medans. In the road two rivers are crofted by

the traveller, one of which is called Kitcbena. It ^18

runs from S. E to N. W.
From Kottocom to Bomou, thfr Imperial

city - - • K.JW. J

The road lies in part through fand, in part

through deep clay. There are many trees. The

neighbourhood of the Bahr-el-gazalle feems by

the description to be a foreft.

The city Bornou is furrounded by a wall, in

which there are four gates, opening E., W., N.,

and S. A fmall river runs near it, which falls

into the Bahr-el-gazalle.

30a Bergoo
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Bearing. D»r»-

Bergoo is faid to be fifteen days in extent from

E. to W. and from N. to S. twenty days.—Ba-

garmc, in the former direction, twelve, in the lat-

ter, fifteen days.—Bagarme has many troops, but

Bergoo is eftimated the ftrongeft. The people

of Bergoo are remarkable for their zealous attach-

ment to the faith, and read the Koran daily.

Some defcription of Bergoo.

Within about a day's journey of Wara are

faid to be eight large mountains, the inhabitants

of each of which ufe a diftincl language. They

are Mohammedans, and faid to be brave, furnifli-

ing the armies of the Sultan of Bergoo with re-

cruits as often as required. One of the moun-

tains, called Kergna, is fituated S. E. ; another W.
which is inhabited by a people called Wullad

Maze } Gebel Mimi N. Gebel Abfenun E. Ge-

bel Abdurrtig E.

Other mountains of Bergoo are, Gebel Tama,

N. Gebel Kalhimiric, W., each of them two days

from Wara. Gebel Abu-hadid, the fame

difiance.

Three days W. of Wara is the river called

Bahr MnTelad.
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Routefrom Wara to Cubcabea in Dar-Fttr, and

other routefrom the lajl place back to Wara,

From Wara to Abu-fliarcb

From Abu-fliareb to the confines of Fur

From the confines to Emdokne

From Emdokne to Dar Mifleladln

From Mifleladin to Cubcabea

From Cubcabea to Gelle

From Gelle to Gimmer

The Sultan of Gimmer is fubjeft to Fur.—The

people are Mohammedans. In the road is found

water, and the foil is fand and rock.

From Gimmer to Zeghawa

Mountainous.

The Sultan of Zeghavra is alfo dependent on

Fur.

From Zeghawa to Tama

From Tama to the confines

From the confines to Abu-fcnun

From Abu-fenun to Wara

\

Bearing. Diyt.

S. E. 5

E. \ S.

E. 1

E. i S.
l 3

N. W. J W. 1

N. E. \ N. 4

E. |N. a

N.N.W. !

[?
a

W. 8

A routefometimet taken by the merchants of

Bcrgoo.

From Wara to Emjufur - a

FromEmjufur to Time Degeou • i|

Another
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Another route.

From Wara to Jumbo

From Jumbo to Doreng

From Doreng to Dagcou

Sandy road—Mohammedans.

From Dagcou to Kcrgna

From Kergna to Ghannim

From Ghannim to Duida

This road is mountainous, foilfandy, many

trees.

The people Mohammedans, under the govern-

ment of Bcrgoo.

From Duida to Bencia

From Bencia to Dongata

From Dongata to Bendala

Mountain.

From Bendala to Bujid

From Bujid to Kibbeid

Mountainous.
* * «

From Kibbeid to Kajachfe

From Kajachfa to Banian

From Banian to Ain

From Ain to Kuddano

From Kuddano to Gizan

From Gizan to-Wara

Another
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Another routefrom Wara, and returning tbitber.

Days.

From Wara to Middeisis

From Middeisis to Beit-el-Habbuba 2

From Beit-el-Habbuba to Truanic
N. E. «

2f
From Truanic to Gidid li

From Gidid to Kuddano 2

From Kuddano to Wara •3

A.nother route*

From Wara to Birket-el-Rumli W. S. W. 4
From Birket-el-Rumli to Goze, or thefands N. 2

From Goze to Dirota E.

From Dirota to Butta E. 2

From Butta to Wara E.

Near Butta is a fmall river, of which my in-

former remembered not the name.—This road is

full of a fpecies of tree, whofe leaves are defcribed

as white, and which bears a fruit, which, however,

is not eaten, except by the camels which are fond of

it } it is called Culcul.

Rout*
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Routefrom Cobbi to the copper mines ofFertit.

From Cobbc to Cuflc

From Cuflc to Currio

From Currio to Treiga

Sandy road.

From Treiga to Beit Melek Fide

From BeitMclck Eide to DarMiflelid

Rocky.

From Dar Miflelid to Dar Marra

Cafres—From Dar Marra to Dar Fungaro

One day and a half mountain, the re-

mainderforejl and clayeyfoil.

From Dar Fungaro to Dar-el-abid-e$~Sultan

Fur ...
From the latter to Dar-el-Nahas

Rocky road, earth where viftble is red.

The people wear a flight covering over the parts

of generation, in other refpects are quite naked.

From Dahr-el-Nahas to Bahr Taifha

From Bahr Taiflia to Bahr-el-abiad

The former falls into the latter at a place

called Tendcrni, which is peopled by idolaters,

called Cufni. This fpot is full of palm trees, and

another kind of tree, which by defcription would

feem to be the cocoa.

Here it is feen that the diftance between Cobbe

and the copper mine is 23^ days, direction nearly

S. and that the Bahr-el abiad is y± days diflant

from that place, direction generally E.

Bearing. Day*.

l|

H

S. i W. -

E.

1

3

1

3

8r

f3
141

Route
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Route from Dar Bergoo to the fources of the

Babr-eUabiad.

From Abu Telfan South, ten days journey, is

faid to be the fource of the Bahr-cl-abiad : but

the particulars of the route my informer was un-

able to give me, he not having travelled it.

The place is called Donga, and is the refidence

of a chief or king of an idolatrous nation. The

country there is very mountainous, and in the fpot

where the river lifes are faid to be forty diftinft

hills : thefe are called Kumri. From them a great

number of fprings ifiues, which uniting into one

great channel form the Bahr-el-abiad. The

people of Bergoo go thither fometimes to feize

captives, but there is no trade between them and

the natives. The people are quite naked, black,

and idolaters. The place is faid to be twenty days

removed from the confines of Bornou. All the

road thither is mountainous. From Donga to

Shilluk 30 days.
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No. III.

METEOROLOGICAL TABLE
FOR THE YEAR 1 794.

JANUARY. 1 FEBRUARY. MARCH.

Height Height Courts Day
of the

Height 1 Height Courfe Height Height Courfe
of tae of of ot the of the of the of the of the of of the

Month. Therm.
7 A. M.

Therm,

j 1*. M.
Wind. Month. I herm.

7 A. M.
Therm.

J P. M.
Wind. Month. Tlieim.

7 A. M.
nun:,

) P. M.
Wind.

1 5° 7° I 02 69
a

I 73 M3
3 An00 2 AU I 7* 2 72 83

A,
3 59 75 I. 3

_o
5" 74

'*
3 74 84

4
5

61

60
80

79
4
5

58

5*
73
70

1
«
5

74
73

85
82

B

6 61 79 1 6 5° 70
?

7<5 84
7 57 78 O 7 54 73 55

80 83
8 53 76 8 55 74 8 80 84 s.

9 58 78 t
9 7» N. 9 76 84 8.

10 59 80

<
to % 76 N. 10 76 84 s. w. s.

11 56 75 11 60 78 1

1

7" 85
13 5« 7* 12 61 77 12 75 86

*3 53 73 >3 65 81 «3 73 84
*4 49 70 »4 6+ 81 "4 73 «4
i* 5° 70 »5 61 80 S.W.

"and S.

'5 86 s.w.
16 5* 74 w. 16 63 82 16 '9 86

»7 5» 74
76

W.N.W. «7 62 80 «7 77 86
its 5« 18 60 81 18 75 87 S.E.

>9 53 7« «9 58 76 »9 78 87 S.

30 55 76 N.W. 30 58 75
W.

2A 80 83 S. E.
31 53 74 55 75 31

2
9 86

23 5<5 79 W. 33 S« 75 w. s. w. 21 80 81 S. E.
*3 55 78 55 7» 23 81 81

s.*4 5' 7> w. s.w. *4 54 7* s. *4 79 87
*5 -6 *5 5« 7« *5 78 85 S.

26 s'» 80 26 53 70 26 77 85 S.

*7 57 80 27 54 75 1-7 79 85
38 60 81 28 5* 7' 28 76

It»9 63 83 *9 79
30 60 80 3° 77 W. S.W.
3' 61 81 3«

3 P 2
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLE
FOR THE YEAR I794.

APRIL. MAY. 1 JUNE.

DlT7 ' Height Height Cnwrie vmy Height Height Couetc Height Height Coorfe
of the of of of the of the of oi of (be of the of of of the

Month, Therm
7 A.M.

Therm.

3 P.M.
Wind. Month. Therm.

7 A. M.
Tbcrm*

j P. M.
Wind. Month. Therm.

7 A. M.
Therm,
j I*. M.

Wind.

I SO 97

•

85
fin89 1 BO 94 N. W.

2 79 96 2 083 9* 2 77 8O N. W.
3 79 97 3

OO
94 3 9O N. W.

4 78 95 z 4 86 95 4 83 94 N.

5 »2 08 5 8?J Cl cyj cj 8? 04- N.
6 80 96

z
r> 84 94 s 6 84 94 S. £.

7 8l 96 0 7 84
84J
8y

96 0 7 84 95 S.

8 79 95 'z.
8 96 E 8 84 97 S.

9 83 94
94",

96

9 97 •5 9 81 90 N. W.
10 80

1
10 86 97 \mt to 81 90 NT. W.

1

1

81 V
e

1

1

87 97
O

81 87

u 82 96 u
0 12 87 98 •e

2.
12 83 89 N. W.

'3 79 94 '3 87 99 •3 86 9» N. W.
'4 80 95 '4 82 94 e

1
«i

'4 87 95 S. E.

'5 82 98 s. "5 81 94 •5 87 95 S. E.

16 83 98
98

1

S. S. E. 16 82 i 95 5 16 86 95 S.

'7 83 3. '7 86 99 '* »7 88
ifi s.

18
11

99 S. £. 18 86 99 18 87 96
"9 97 "J 85 97

9*4

D •9 82 89
20 81 97 S. 20 86 <s

8
»o 83 88

21 81 96 a 21 8+ 94 jd
2

1

827 88

22 79 95 22 83 90 M
3 22 81 90

23 80 94 N. W. *3 85 96 6
23 81 9»

ma
V

24 82 96
s.

24 87 96 Ip0 *4 80 9*f . u
»5 82I 98 *5 86 98 ,a *5 79 9*

1 8] 98 s. 26 86 96 M 26 76 90
»7 84 ICO 8. 27 88 97

©
CO 17 77 90

28 84 101 S. 28 87 99 28 79 94
29 83 toi

N. W.
29 87 too 29 80 97

SO 80 95 30 85 98 30 81 97
3« »4 98
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLE
FOR THE YEAR 1 794*

JULY. AUGUST. SEPTEMBER.

Diy Mcigrit I " , If Courfc D«y II,, 1

.lie 11;!.

1

Height Courfc Day Height Height Courfc
of the of of of tilt of the of of of ttw of the of of of the

Month. Therm.

7 A. M.
Therro-

ji'.M.
Wind. Munth. Therm.

7 A. M.
Therm,

j P.M
Wind. Month. Therm

7 A. M.
Therm
j P M.

Wind.

1 82 93 1 79 90 • 8a 94
2 8J 95 2 99 93 2 79 9* E. { S.

3 ftj 98 3 82 93 S. E. 3 78 92 E.S.E.
85 94 e

4 80 9« S. 4 80 95
5 83 y4

*-•

5 80 9 1 5 81 95
0 H s 94 • •2 0 «iA9° 2O 94

TTA«

7 87 95 7 85 95 7 78 93
S. E. E.8 86 97

' £
8 82 94

N.
8 82 94

9 87 97 9 82 i 93 9 82 96 S. , E.

IO 88 97
a
y 10 83 94 N. N.W. 10 80 95

1

1

87 95 k 1

1

84 94 E. 1

1

84 95 S.E.{E.
12 B4 93

O
12 83 94 S. E. » 84 93

'3 82 93 w «3 86 97 '3 83 94 S. E.

«4 82 90 to '4 84 9* '4 81 92

•5 82 9* '5 84 92 5 84 95
16 81 9*1 16 85 94

S.

16 80 94
»7 83 94 N. W, 17 82 9' •7 79 90 E.

18 83 94 N. 18 80 9* 18 80 9" E. N. E.

«9 83 93 N. W. '9 75 92
N w.

«9 80 9* VL E.
20 86 95 S. W; 20 80 93 20 78 9*
21 8y 96 w. 21 81 94 S. E. E. 21 82 94
22 86 96

1

s. w. 22 |j 94 1
22 82 93

*3 84 9* *3 83 94 *3 79 90
2+ 80 9J 84 97

I.
*4 80 93 w

*5 80 91 w *s 84 97 0 ^5 79 94 z26 81 93 to
26 80 9* vi 26 78 92

*7 8*' 94 •«7 83 9* »7 fo 92 J

28 82 94 0 21 82 93 28 82 94

ll
29 By 97 to *9 84 95

D
B *9 83 95

3° 98 30 8> 95 a 30 80 9*
3' 8S 98 3' 84 96 J
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLE
POR THE YEAR I794.

OCTOBER. NOVEMBER. DECEMBER.

Day Height Height Cotufe Height Height

01

Courfe Dty Height Height CWe
of th* ot

_r
OI of the of the Ot At tit*-OI [IK „ f .L

01 ttie 01 ot ot the

Month Therm.

7 A. M.
Therm,
jl*. M.

Wind. Month. Tiler 111.

7 A M.
Therm.

3 P.M.
WhkL Month. Therm-

7 A.M.
Therm.
) P.M.

Wind.

1 78 90 I 79 9< 1 68 So\ N. W.
2 78 90 2 /8 88 2 69 80 N.W.
3 77 9 1

C
3 78 88 3 7' 81

4 80 9'i E
0 4 79 87 4 73 82 N N.W.

5 76 90 Z 5 78 88 5 73 «3 s. w.
6 77 9* 6 78 86 > 6 7*i 82 S. &E.
7 82 91

1
7 76 86 7 7i 80 S. E.

8 82 93 8 74 85 a

J 8 73 83

9 80 9» a 9 74 86
0 9 7» 80

10 79 9* 10 75 «5i T3 10 72 83 N. W.
11 78 90 73 84 S

H 1

1

69 80 N. W.
12 80 89 5 73 85 12 68 79 N. W.
'3 81 90 •3 73 86 •3 68 81 N.
•4 76 90 N. E. 14 76 86 14 68 82 N. iW.
IS 76 88 N. •5 7* 83i 15 67 81 •9

D
16 76 89 N. 16 74 84 16 66 82 "5 "d

«7 79 9« »7 74 82 >7 661 82

18 7« 90 N. N. E. 18 73 82 N.W. 18 67 81 Z
>9 80 89 "9 75 82 N. »9 67 81

-

20 82 94 20 74 83 20 68 82

2 I 82 93 21 7* 81 N. 21 70 84

79 93 N. W. 22 7* 81 i N. 22 7« 84 S. »nd

80 93 *3 73 81 i 23 70 84 * S. E.

24 7« 89 N. 24 73 82 24 70 82

!i
78 90 N. 7»

*J

I
31 N. or

25 70 81*
26 80 9« N. W. 3 74 26 66 80

*7 79 92 *7 73 82 ' N. W. 27 66 81

N. W.28 77 90 28 73 8ii 28 65 79
29 77 89 *9 7* 82 29 67 79 N. W.
3«> 7 <5 89

W.
7»* «3 3° 67 81

3 1 79 , r 3' 68 81
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLE
FOR THE YEAR 1 795*

JANUARY. FEBRUARY. MARCH.

of the

Hn,;l t Height Courfr Day Height Height Courfe Day Height
1

1

Height Courfe
of of of the of the of of of the of the of of the

Month- Therm. Therm. Wind. Month. Therm Therm. Wine). Month. Therm. Therm. Wind.
7 A. M. j P. M. 7 A. M. 3 Y. M. 7 A. M. 3 P. M.

1 / >

1

/ T
N.

1 6c 81
-

2 °4 7° 5° 75 66 °4

3 58 74 ; 59 75 N. 3 66 80

4 58 76
76

0 4 60 77 N.W. 4 66 82

5 60 J 5 60 76 N. 5 74 86 «i

2
.36 61 76

0
5 6 61 76

N.W.
6 7* 90

7 62 77
p>

7 57 7* 7 74 90 J
b

8 63 7
2

8 48 66 N. 8 91

9 63 76 -a 9 5° 7« N. 9 88

IO 63 76
a
ft 10 54 7« 10 68 88 >

ii 60 75 11 5* 74
N. N. W.

11 68 90
ii 57 69 y u 12 55 76 12 7', 90
•3 57 69 0

•3 55 74
N.W.

'3 7*t 9*

»4 7" i "4 7
I

•4 73 92 S. W.
73 '5 S? 7<5 15 7i 9* s. w.

:s 56 73 16 59 76 16 70 9»
W.'7 SS 7*i crall;

•7 59 76 •7 7* 9«
IS 77 18 60 78

-

18 74 9*

'9 P 77
BB
O

'9 60 80 •9 75 93
20

g
78 20 63 80 20 76 93

s.
21 81 21 64 81 a

0 21 75 93
1

]
22 60 79 29 65 81 CO 22 75 9*1
«3

g 79 *J 6S 83 *3 93
*4 79 »4 65 82 f *4 ft 9*
*> 58 80

s.

and

*5 64 82* g *< 71 9*
26 62 80 26

u
82 C 26 77 94 s.

*7 60 81
, S. E.

or

calm.

»7
66

83 *7 74 9'
28 62} 81 28 84 28 76 90
>9 60 80 29 76 93

61 80 30 73 9*

t 59 78i - 70 9i N.W.
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLE
FOR THE YEAR 1 795*

APRIL. MAY. JUNE.

Day Height Coarfe Height Height Coun'e Div Height Height Courfi
ul the 01 tif of II.C of tnc of of of tl* of the of of of the

Month. Tlie;m. Therm. Wind. Month. Tbcrm. Tlititn. Wind. Month. Therm. Thefm. Wind.

7 A. M. jf.M- 7 A. U. ] I'.M. 7 A.M. 3 P. M.

7° 90 N. W. 1 77 93 N. •
1 83

KT ttr

7* 90 N. 2 7* 94 N. * 76 9*
kT kt *irN. N. W.

i 7 1 9 1 3 76 94 N. 78 93
4 71 9* 4 77 94

N. W.
I 77 9*i

5
2

93 E 75 93 BO 90
N.6 7<» 93 6 77 N. N. W. 6 78 9'

i 77 93 7 78
S.

7 78 9* N. W.
8 77 94 8 78 96 8 79 9 2

9 77 94 9 7
<

95 9 81 98
IO 8o 96

>$.S. E.
10 76 95 10 83 98

bo 96 1

1

74 95 82 98
12 76 9* 12 73 9*

N. E.
81 97 r

s.

'3 7S 9*
|

«3 73 9i 7° 97
14 74 9* •4 7* 9' N. E. 79 95
M 73 9«

:i
70 89 N. E. 76 94

6 73 9* 79 89 16 76 94
17 7S 93 •7 7« 89

S.E.
«7 77 93

tl 75 95 18 75 9 l 18 77 94
«9 76 9S 19 73 9*. S. E. 19 80 95
IQ 76 95 0 20 75 9*<

S.

20 80 94 A
21 77 94 1

21 74 95 8t 96 3
0

22 77 94 M 22 74 95 & 7
l

9*i (A

*3 76 94 > *3 76 95 S. 76 98

12 + 74 93 24 78 too S. E. 80 9
lis 74 93 *s 79 98 S. 79 96 a

p
26 7* 26 78 98 s.

i
81 97 0

27 73 9Si 27 79
ll

S. S. E. 82

28 7* 94 28 77 96
N. W.

28 80

29 73 9+
t

*9 77 95 29 79 94i
30 7S 95 r 30 78 96 3° 8z| 96

3' 78 97
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLE
FOR THE YEAR I795.

JULY. AUGUST. SEPTEMBER.

Height Hcrtlit Coorfe Diy Height Height Conrft D*)T Height Height Coorfe
of of 01 of the nf ....

01 tne .J01 Ol of the
Month. Therm.

7 A. M.
Therm-

3 p.m.
Wind. Month. TUcrtn.

7 A.M.
I lie 1 rw

iP. M.
Wind. Month. Thcrni

7 A.M. j P. M.
Wind.

1 80

96
I 78 95 1

2
B

2 78 94 2

I 1 3 75 9* 3

4 74} 93 4
O

I
73 9* 5

6 9J W 77
78

95 6

7
78

di 7 97 7
8 9« u

0 8 79 96
s.

8 77 93
e/i

u '•9 Ho 9* to 9 77 ' 98 9 80 95
10 8l 98 10 81 100 S. S. E. 10 81 95

s

1

1

11

8l

80
101

97 D

1

1

12

80

79

1

1

11
79
78

93
93 'w

'3 79 97 6
60

'3 76 94 3 80 94 m

'4 Bo 96 '4 78 94 '4 77 9i
>>

%
»5 78 93 £ '5 79 95 •5 75 9*
16 77 93 16 78 95 16 74 90

<
'7 78 9* 9 •7 76 95 '7

-

18 76 92 £
U 18 79 96 18

'9 78 '

94
*-*

(
C »9 80 99 S. 9

20
76

93 C 1

20 77 94 20
2

1

9« 2

1

76 94 21

22 79 94t 22 75 94 22

'3 80 94 f *3 77 95
N. W.

»3
*4 80 93 a H 77 93 *4
*5 81 95 »5 75 93 N. W. *S
26 77 9* 26 76 94 N. N. W. s6
*7 78 9* »7 7S 9* N; a7
28 7* 94i 28 78 94 28

29 79 96 *9 80 96 S. W. 19 74 90 N. E.
3° 79 94 SB 30 78 95 s. 3° 75 90 N. E.
3« 80 99 3' 77 95

3<l
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLE
EOR THE YEAR I795.

OCTOBER. NOVEMBER. DECEMBER.

Heiclit Height H 1 it! .! Height Courfc Height Hrirht Cow*
of the of of at the pi ihr of of the of the of of of the

Month. Therm. Therm. Win*. Month. Tbcrm. Therm. Wind. Month. Therm- Therm. Win*.
7 A. M. j P.M. 7 A.M. J P. M. 7 A. M. 3 P.M.

1 76 9° 1 I 70 »3
S.

1

2 75 9» 2 7» 2

3 80 93 N. 3 7» 86 3

4 93 4 7* 00 4

I
77 92 5 72. 87

6 77 90 6 69 88 6

7
l

9» 7 69 82 N. E.
I

I 9' 0 70 82 N. N. E. 8

0
22

9* 69 81 0
10 92 IO 68 80 to
11 75 90 N. W. 1

1

68 82 11

IS 74 87 N.N.W. 12 69 80 12 59 7'

«3 74 86
N. W. N.

«3 70 80 13 60 73
•4 72

x
86 >4 68 79 14 62 79

> N.
:;.

72f 86

:i
69 83 •3 57 76

73 84 7» 86 16 57 77
«7 75 86 «7 7*i 84 «7 58 79
18 77 87 18 7> 83* 18 57 78

.

>9 76 «7 N. '9 70 81 »9 60 79
20 80 89 20 7« 82 20 60 80
21 76 86 21 73 82 21 62 80
22 75

l
S 22 7» 83 22 6»t 81

*3 75
o
4 *3 7* 84 n S. *3 61 81 .S. W.

*4 74 84 *4 734 86 *4 57 80

»5 76 84i *5 73 85 *5 58 80
26 75* 86 26 72 85 26 56 74
»7 74 «4 27 74 82 »7 60 76
28 28 V 80 28 56 76

29 7» 81 29 70 80 '9 76
3* 73 81 30 70 79 30 77

t
3' 7» 81

!

51 57 76

I
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APPENDIX, Nb. IV.

No. IV.

o«W£ Obfcrvations on the account of Egypt given in the works

of Savory and Volncy.

Vol. i. p. 27. Savary fays, Alexandria is only a village,

containing fcarcely fix thousand inhabitants. The fall of Alex-

andria from its antient fplendour has already been remarked

;

and how vague all computations of number rauft neceffarily be,

by perions who re fide there only for a few weeks or months.

But Alexandria alone furmfhed to the Imperial army and navy,

in the war with the Ruffians, four thoufand men able to bear

arms. This, with other circumstances, might ferve to prove that

the population rauft greatly exceed the number mentioned.
* •

,

He computes the people pf Daraiatt at eighty thoufand,

which appears no lefs extravagant on the other fide, and is

certainly at leaft double the real number.

VoL L p. 220. Savary s defcription of the topography of

Memphis is characterized by an apparent error. He fpeaks

of the fmall bourg Menf antiently Memphis, a little to the

South of the Pyramids. It is fomewhat lingular, that no one

writer before him fhould have found a fpot fo remarkably

coinciding in name with the antient capital. The writer of

this inquired repeatedly for fuch a village, but always without

effea ; and Olivier and Brugniere, in the employ of the French

3 Q»2 Republic.
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Republic, who parted fevcral months in Egypt, nearly at the

fame epoch, were equally unfuccefsful in their refearches. So

that it would fecm fair to pronounce that no fuch place exifts.

The only town in Egypt which bears even a diftant rcfemblance

to the name of Memphis, is Mew'tf, which is many leagues

to the North, and within the Delta.

P. 275. The ftory of Murad Bey difcovering his father,

it is fomewhat furprifing (hould have efcaped all the merchants

refiding in Egypt, fome of them almoft half a century, and

always eager for anecdotes of this kind. The inventive talent

of the Greek fcrvants is indeed often put in activity to amufe

ftrangers with fuch tales, but Savary, who was fo ex-

perienced in Egypr, fhould have had more difcrimination than

to blend des contes de ma mere Voye with hiftoric narration. The

fac~ts are wholly difcordant.—Tht man is a labourer of the

environs of Damafcus, Murad Bey a native of Georgia.—To

go from Damafcus to Kahira he embarks at Alexandretta, feven-

teen days journey N. \V. of Damafcus, when he might have

gone to Beirut, Seide, Akka, or Yaffa, each of them four

days. This labourer travels with the eccentricity of a comet ;

and even the French philofophcr is loft in calculating his courfe.

But Savary was writing on Egypt, and is not obliged to know

the geography of Syria.

• ') -.it/suit ]&fl7rdAioi 8j il '
>• \ "Ti~\'^\ r>(\i "to rfj'fOfi

P. 288. J'ai tue plufteurs Ibis dans les marais pres de

Roflette. lis ont les pattes longues, le corps mince, alterna-

tivement blanc et noir, et le ccA allonge. Us vivent dc poiflbns,

de grenouillcs et de reptiles.

Had
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Had Savary given the Arabic name of this curious bird, that

fups on fo many different dimes, the extent of his own error

might have been exactly known, by comparing the bird he

means with the figure of the real Ibis. Others are contented

with feeing one Ibis, but they have come in covies to welcome

M. Savary, and he compliments them with a volley of fmall

(hot. S. mould have known, that birds accuftomed to feed on

fifh, do not commonly eat reptiles, and vice verfa.

Vol. ii. p. 59. The Ruin at Achmunein had before been

fully defcribed by Pococke ; Norden paffed it in the night, and

therefore faw it not. Bruce has alfo mentioned it. What is

defcribed as gilding, however, on this and other monuments, I

take to be yellow colour, never having feen any inftances of

gilding in the antient remains of Egypt. It might be curious

to inquire of what materials thefc colours were compofed,

which have thus defied the ravages of time.

Vol. iii. p. 33. Savary fpeaks of the military corps or

AfTabs as ftill in being, but fome years before his time that body

had been diflolved, and no longer exifted. . ;

1

The Janizaries . are Mill inrolled, to the number of about

fourteen thoufand ; but the greater part of them are peaceable

citizens, who never handle either fword or mufket. From

them are appointed the gate-keepers, a fmall garrifon in the

caftle, &c. &c.
• * *» t. . . • . . : .....

A body
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A body of Janizaries was called out and maintained by Ali

Bey, but fince the time of Mohammed Bey Abu-dhahab I

have not underftood that they have been on active fervice.

The Yenk-tcheri aga, or commander in chief of the Janizaries,

ranks as a Bey, as do the Kiabia and kha-wujh. Thefe three

are elected in the Divan of the Beys. The inferior officers

are appointed by the Sbccb-tl-belady as are the officers of the

city police.

Volney feems generally to hint that women are defpifed in

Egypt, and fays, they can poflefs no inheritance in lands.

They arc exactly in the fame predicament with the other fex

as to inheritance of land, and receive poffeflion by paying a

fine to the government, from which none are exempted. In

fad), their fituation is in many refpe&s better than that of men.

Public opinion is in their favour, and their property is generally

more reipetted, and they are treated more equitably than males.

Their complaints, in cafe of injuftice, fometimcs carried even

to intemperance, are heard with more patience.

A large portion of landed property having devolved to a

widow at Monfalut in Said, Solyman Bey, Senjiak of Said,

defired to purchafe it at the price the widow might demand.

She refufed, and he afterwards married her to gain pofleffion,

though Hie was both old and difeafed.

EnghQ*
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Engliffi edit. Vol. I. p. a 1 6. Volney fays, that when there are

no (hip* at Suez, that town has no other inhabitants than the

Mamluk governor, and a garrifon, confiding of twelve or

fourteen perfons.—In Suez are twelve or thirteen mofques,

which could never have been defigned for a garrifon of fo few

perfons. There are alfo feveral coffee-houfes. In truth the

inhabitants arc not numerous, but there are four or five confi-

derable merchants conftantly rending there, who have their

correfpondents at Kahira, and in the towns of Arabia, and

conduct the commerce between Egypt and India. There is

confequently a proportionate number of their dependents, and

perfons who manage commercial affairs of a lefs confiderable

kind. There are (hip-builders, and feveral other artificers ; a

large khan or okal where merchandize is lodged ; fome Greek

Christians conftantly rcfiding there ; Mohammedan ecclefiaftics,

and others ; and a number of fifhermen and people more imme-

diately connected with the fea. The population is retrained

by the difficulty of procuring water, fcarcity of provifions, and

other inconveniences ; but invariably much exceeding the efti-

mate here given.

P. 263. Volney remarks, that the horizon is every where flat,

even in the Upper Egypt, and refers for a proof of his aflertion

to Norden's Plates, which demonftrate precifely the reverfe.

The fact is true indeed as to Lower Egypt, but from Kahira

upward to Affuan there is only a very fmall fpace where the

view is not terminated by the mountains, of various afpedts,

on each fide.

•

Some
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No. V.

Some remarks on the account of Egypt, contained in the recent

corrcjpondencc of the French officers who accompanied Buona-

parte to that country. The work referred to is intitledy Paris,

pendant l*annee 1798. Par Peltier. Vols. xix. and xx.
* * *

1 • , ...•»•• 1.' ..

Vol. 19, page 455. The diftance from Cairo to the

cataract is about 360 Geog. miles. The Nile is never an impe-

tuous torrent, nor does it ever overflow its banks in the whole

courfe from Affuan to Kahira, but is admitted at proper times

into the tranfverfe channels prepared for it.

P. 457. The Arabs, it is evident, would not build walls

of much greater extent than the habitations they propofed to

defend. A very fmall part of thefe being now filled, mews

that the decay the city has undergone fince the Turks became

poflefled of it, has even been greater than what it fuftained

from the time of Severus to the Saracenic conquefts.

; '
• ' • ••••If " j

P. 459. Old Kahira is not Foftat, but Mur el attike, fur-

ther South.
. . . ,

•

Lettre de Boyer.
rc

i
L

• • • ' « •
• ; . .* * *

.
•!

P. 475. I doubt whether any one of the towers about

Alexandria would contain 700 men.

Page
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P. 475. The writer fays every Mamluk is bought ; and

yet there are Frenchmen among them.—Where are Frenchmen

fold? It is probable no Frenchman would be found among

them, unlefs perhaps two or three individuals who might have

embraced Mohammedifm, but who certainly never were fold.

In an engagement, I believe, no one has more than a Angle

pieton with him ; for thofe inconfiderable officers, who are

attended on ordinary occafions by numerous followers, when
in the field, avoid as much as poffible any mew of pre-

eminence, which would only expofe their perfons to greater

danger.

P. 476. A Mamluk has rarely more than one fufil, which

he difcharges once, and then gives to his pieton, to reload if

he find opportunity.—One pair of piftols is attached to the

body, and the fecond pair is carried in holfters, never about

the body.—Of the arrows in a quiver I have ho knowlege

;

occafionally in engaging the Bedouins the Mamluks ufe a light

fpear, about fix feet long, or a mifdrai, which is often ten or

twelve feet.—The former is thrown, the latter never difcharged

from the hand. But thefe are by no means part of their com-

mon arms.—One fabre is ufed moft adroitly and with extraor-

dinary effect, by every expert horfeman, but never two—This
part of the officer's account feems taken from the mouth of

fome Egyptian peafant, who, as ufual, exaggerated.

P. 476. From Alexandria to the mouth of the Nile is

not twenty leagues, but from twelve to fifteen.—The anecdote

of the (hech in the fame page appears authentic.

3 R P. 479-
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P. 479. The Mohammedans in general, and the Egyptians

in particular, of whatever order, are very far from being

regardlefs of the children.—On the contrary, they are ex-

tremely anxious for their welfare. Perhaps their domeftic

government may in fome degree afford an example of the

happy medium between weak indulgence and unneceflary

feverity ; and parents daily experience the benefit of this their

moderation. Very few inftances of ingratitude are feen in their,

children. Women offering to fell their children, it remained

for Boyer to difcover. If reduced to defperation they might

have defired rather to fee their offspring in flavery than pierced

with bayonets ; but not the mod wretched of Egyptian mothers

would ever have confented at any price to fell her child, even

to Murad Bey. I rather imagine the writer miftaken as to

this fact.

'

A moitie tmds. Would not men go half naked in Great Bri-

tain if the climate permitted it ?

—

La pea* degoutante. In the

populace of no nation are fewer cutaneous difeaies found, or

the fkin more fraooth and healthy, than in trie Egyptians.

Fouiliant dans des ruiffeaux, &c. Are hedgers and ditchers in

any country very polifhed and delicate ?—None are found

raking the muddy channels but thofe whofe bulinefs it is to

keep them clean. The houfes of the Alexandrines are neat,

and comfortable according to their ideas, though perhaps they

would appear gloomy to a French or Englifh man.

•

P. 480. This is not quite correct. On the Weft of the W.
branch of the Nile, the arable lands are very narrow, but to the

Eaft
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Jong the road to Bilbeis and Salehich. The

villages indeed are ill built ; yet a houfe is here of little ufe but

as a flielter from the fun. One of our neat, fnug, brick houfes,

covered with red tiles, would be abfolutcly intolerable in Egypt.

They are poor becaufe the government is opprefllve, not bc-

caufe they are uninclined to labour. The muddy appearance

of the Nile water is no motive for any Egyptian to abftain from

drinking it; nor is any othex circumftance attending it, except

its being polluted. Water, according to their law, is not pol-

luted by a camel, a horfc, or an ox drinking of it ; but it is by

a dog's drinking, or a man waihiog his hands in it.

481. Boyer feems to have been too hafty in numbering the

Inhabitants—400,000 feems to me about one-fourth too moch.

Ibid. The ftreets of Kahira are narrow, but inconveniences

would attend their being wider. The houfes arc by no means

without order : two long ftreets, as is fcen in Niebuhr's

plan, bife& the city longitudinally and parallel with the river.

The ftreets are often reailincar, though they are by no means

reelangular.

The ecclefiaftics all read, and many of them write. All

merchants of any confcqucnce read, and many write. Often

their female offspring are taught to read. The Copts moft of

them read and write. Who then regards the arts of reading

And writing with admiration ? The foldiers, the peafants, and

the laborious part of the populace are ignorant enough of read-

3 r 2 ing
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ing and writing, but by no means wonder or are aftonilhcd at

what they fee daily pradifed.

Bcrtbier's Letter, 2 Fruilidor.

P. 536. All Egypt, according to this writer, is in fubraiffion

to the French troops ; but it appears the fartheft poft the latter

have occupied is at four leagues from Cairo, where there is an

entrenched camp ; then there remain 130 leagues yet tofubdue.

P. 599. It feems to me impoflible that the old port could

contain half the number of veflcls here mentioned, viz. 300.

. This place, whofe name is fo murdered, is fpelled

Jibbrifh.

P. 603. In J alien's letter, I know not how the flag could be

placed on the walls of the celebrated city Tbebesy
when all that

remains of that city is the ruins of public buildings, that formed

a part of its interior.

—

Often join> &c. There is one annual

feaft dedicated to the Prophet, called Metvlet-en-Nebbi, which

lafts one day ; and one feaft alfo annual in honour of cutting

the Cbalige, which alfo lafts one day. How did the foldiers

then often celebrate them ?

604. The canal of Alexandria wanted nothing more than

to be cleared of the fand which had accumulated in it, and to

be defended by a dike againft the ineroachments of the fea,

which
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which the citizens of Alexandria refufed to do for themfclves,

left the repair of all other public works fhould be expected from

them, and the Beys would not do it for them.

DolomiWs Letter.

Vol. ao. p. 50. He fays the Alexandria of the Greeks was

fituated on a tongue of land, formed by earth lately accumu-

lated, when the city was founded.—^He means, I fuppofe, that

the fea had left it but lately. This is poffible. The natural

foil round the city is rock intermixed with fand. The vegetable

mold appears to have been extraneous. If he fuppofe that

diftrict, like the Delta, to have been a depofition of the river,

this feems utterly improbable ; all the circumftances are at va-

riance, which in fuch a cafe fhould be common to both. The

land which divided the lake from the fea is a rocky ridge, which

feems to have undergone no variation for a great length of time.

The remark as to the column of Pompey is not new ; but I

cannot agree that the capital and bafe are of bad tafte. The
fharp relief of the foliage and mouldings is worn off by time,

and it never was perhaps poffible to exhibit on granite marble

the finer ftrokes of the duffel, but the proportions, though not

thofe of the later Corinthian, are ftridUy conformable to thofc

of the pureft age of architecture. What may have been dis-

covered relatively to the obelifk by digging is uncertain ; but

from a comparifon of this with the circumftances attending the

obelifks at Thebes, it cannot be deduced that much is loft of its

height. It muft have been erected in the moil flourifhing ftate

of the city, and while it remained in that ftate, it feems fcarcely

probable
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probable that fuch multitudes of ruins mould have exifted as to

raife other buildings on them. I am fatisfied, from the pofition

of the one that remains entire, and the broken one near it, they

never underwent a fecond arrangement, but remain in their re-

lative pofition, as at the gate of fome public building. The

obelifk is in a very low part of the city, (which indeed is all

very low,) and very little above the level of the fea—how does

this accord with the ruins of other buildings being yet found

under it ? Perhaps in this part a firm foundation was not found

very near the furface, and the builders have formed an artificial

one. The French antiquary may have miftaken this for the

ruins of buildings.

P. 59. My meafurement of the height of the pyramid was

a few feet fhort of this, but does not very materially differ from

the one here given.

P. 95. EI Maraboot is a kind of fort, and the tomb of a

faint, fituated on a high ground in the neighbourhood of the

Gulf of the Arabs, a good view of which it commands.

. 1 /hit >t\i
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No. VI.

Explanation of the Plate facing page 286.

1. The principal inclofure, conftiling of apartments exclu-

fively appropriated to the ufe of the monarch.

2. Principal rukkuba, or place of public audience.

3. The large court where public audiences are given.

4. Two gates, the one of the interior, the other of the

great court ; at both ftand flaves, to rcfufe admittance when the

Monarch is not in the humour to do juftice ; and the chief of

them, to ftrike the greater awe, is the public executioner.

5. Exterior court in which the public officers leave their

horfes, and thence walk harefoot to the prefence of their matter.

6. External entrance, fronting the market-place.

7. A court with fome apartments in it for faquirs, guards, and

flaves.

8. A wide court where are fome horfes tied.

9. Rukkuba at the other entrance, where the Sultan gives

audience, principally in winter, and where he would be lefc

public.

10. Small court furrounding that rukkuba or fhed.

1 1. Outer court where a mob affembles, and horfes and flaves

are in waiting.

12. Outer gate, called Bab-cl-burrani, as the great one i*.

called Bab~el-Gcbeia.

13. A multitude of fmall apartments reaching aim oft the

whole length of the palace, where flaves are kept in confine-

ment,
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ment, as a punifhment for mifdcmcanor9
;
they are chained and

fettered, and kept to hard labour, as drefling and tanning lea-

ther, making fpcar heads, &c
14. A large court of irregular form filled with a multitude of

fmall apartments for the women
;
they pafs through the two

gates marked iv to fetch water, but have no other outlet. Each

of the principal women has a large apartment, furrounded by a

number of fmaller ones for her flaves ; there are alfo apartments

for cooking.

15. Granary, which is builded on a frame of timber, to pre-

vent the acceffion of the Termis or white ant.

16. Gate by which the women enter the Sultan's apartment

where that fex performs all offices.

17. Stable or court where the belt horfes arc kept tied, and

fheltered from the fun.

The Eunuchs live in the interior, to be always near the Sul-

tan ; male Haves, wherever they can find a place.

18. Are the flaves' apartments who guard the entrance.

1 9. A place where the faquirs read.

The officers immediately attached to the court live in fmall

inclofurcs on the outfidc of the fence, as that marked 10.

The houfes of the Mcleks refemble this in miniature ; thofe

of inferior perfons only of fmaller fize without divifions, and

having fewer apartments.

The exterior is an hedge of dry thorns, about ten feet thick,

and as many high.

THE END.
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